
 

 

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS 

 From Fr Anthony ... 

ST THOMAS’  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Alex Able - RIP and family 

Sunday 27th Sept:  26th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 21: 28-32 

8.00am: Fr George Marsden - RIP 

9.30am: Filipino Community 

 with Children’s Liturgy 

11.00am: Annie Bennett - RIP 

1.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 

6.00pm: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 28thSept:  St Wenceslaus Lk 9: 46-50 

12 noon: Fiedel Ricofuerdo - RIP 

1.30pm: Funeral of Gerald Reilly at Canterbury Cemetery Chapel 
6.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
 

Tuesday 29th Sept: Sts Michael, Gabriel and Raphael Jn1: 47-51 

12 noon: Marcus Pinto - RIP 

6.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
7.00pm: RCIA in the Hall 
7.30pm: Charismatic Prayer Group meets in the Upper Room 

 

Wednesday 30th Sept:  Lk 9: 57-62 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon: Sr Aelred - RIP 

6.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
7.00pm: Prayer and Pub 

 

Thursday 1st October:  St Therese of Lisieux Lk  10: 1-12 

7.30am: Intentions of the people of Kupiansk 

12 noon: Chris Silcock - birthday wishes 

 Scripture Group in Upper Room after Mass (byo lunch) 
6.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
 

Friday 2nd Oct:  The Guardian Angels Mt 18: 1-5, 10 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY 

12 noon: Sean Forde - RIP     
 Adoration after Mass 

6.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
   

Saturday 3rd Oct:   Lk 10: 17-24 

9.00am: Baptism Preparation  
10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon: John Wiklins - RIP 

1.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
4.30 - 5.30pm:  Reconciliation 

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meet in the Upper Room 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  George Allen - Thanksgiving 

Sunday 4th Oct:  27th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 21: 33-43 

8.00am: Robert Smith - Thanksgiving 

9.30am: John Bosco & Josephine Waskike - 20th Wed Anniv  and 
 thanksgiving 

 with Children’s Liturgy 

11.00am: Pietro Antonio Rencricca - RIP 

1.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
6.00pm: People of the Parish 

St  Thomas’ Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing to have 
their children Baptised; our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 3rd October at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.  Places are 
limited so call or email the office to book. Please fill in a Registration 
Form in advance (available from office, online or in the Narthex) 

 

ST DUNSTAN’S 

Sunday Mass at 10am 

 

Sunday 27th Sept: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 21: 28-32 

10.00am:  Thanksgiving for Recovery 

  
Sunday 4th Oct:  27th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 21: 33-43 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT 
 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY   ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN 
 59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ    East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH 
 Telephone: 01227 462896   Telephone: 01227 462896 
 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk 
 Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com 
 Facebook:   St Thomas of Canterbury 

 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
 Assistant Priest: Fr Michael Etuka email:  michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk 
 Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)  
 Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm 
 St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon 
 University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr James Yakubu (MSP) 
 St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Mrs H Seager-Fleming (01227 462539)  
 St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

NEWSLETTER 

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:   26/27 September 2026:  Saint Vincent de Paul 
Next Weekend:  03/04 October 2026:  CAFOD Fast Day 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR  SEPTEMBER 2026 

For the care of water.  
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital 

resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.  

Please remember in your prayers:  
St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie 
Price, Brian Wicker, Richard Sexton, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, 
Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur 
Noronha,  Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Mary 
De Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, David Lewis, 
John Mathew, Jean Matthews, Tom Hill, Geraldine Ross, Anne Robinson, 
Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd, David Man-Cheung,  
Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton, Fermina Ortega, Alice 
Mathai,  Elizabeth Delaney, Chris Smith, Paula Smith, David Evans, Gerry 
Buckles, Kathy Starnes, Patti Earl, Alexander Oligo, Jenny Jones, Ann 
Hill, Tony Grace and Bridget Pachet-Hyde 
St Dunstan’s: Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete 
Covill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug and Ryan Joyce  
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
St Thomas’: Miriam Methin, Owen Hodgeson, Winston de Hoedt, Joshua 
John Taylor, Anne Thirkell, Angela Nichols, Ashton Harrington, Audrey 
Martin, Diane Fenn, Elodoro Evangelio, Danny Rikh, Pauline Ventress, 
Anne Queenan, Fr George Marsden, Canon Alan McLean, Marjery Craig, 
Una Harris, Peter Bruff , Paula Smith, Heather Dandison, Ann Pereira, 
MarK Witz, Fr Tom Scannell , Gerald Reilly and Peter Darling 
St Dunstan’s:  Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster, Sr Marian 
McCouaig, Martina Morrissey and Lynette Dawn Reed, Sr Margaret Rose 
Hughes, Sr Bridgid Kennedy and Sr Bernadine Corcoran 
 
Please pray for those with 1st anniversaries in September 2026: 
Jeanette Lee 

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 

2nd Col.: SVP 

2nd Col.: CAFOD 

Harvest Festival 4th October there will be a Harvest display in the church for 
donations of items for Catching Lives with a cake sale in the hall after.  Donations of 
cakes welcome on the day.  
 
Promise Auction 24th October, 7pm in the church hall there will be an Auction of 
Promises and other items in the church hall. Available on the night, light 
snacks and nibbles. Free entry. There will be lots of fun with varied and 
interesting lots and many one-off, not-to-be missed opportunities. 
The organisers are seeking promises from our parish community so if you can offer 
a service or an item for sale, they would be very interested to hear from you.  
Contact socialstthomasrc@gmail.com or the church office.   It will be fun 
watching us all bid for the lots.  All funds raised going to our parish.  Sign up forms 
in the Narthex.  
 
Union of Catholic Mothers Canterbury are  celebrating 75 years with a renewal 
Mass on 10th October 12 noon followed by light nibbles in the hall. All UCM past and 
present members are encouraged to attend.  

Francis 800 -  day of talks and reflection on St Francis of Assisi  
St Thomas's Church Hall, Canterbury on Saturday 3 October 2026: 10am to3pm. 
Entry is free of charge. St  Francis Novena, 25 Sept - 03 Oct , Mon-Fri 6pm Sat & 
Sun 1pm, in church or on the livestream. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION &  HOLY COMMUNION  - 2027 APPLICIATIONS 
Forms for children (Year 3 & above) seeking to prepare for First Holy Communion 
in 2027 are available in the Narthex, on the website and from the office.   

I read a report in the Times on Friday that was quite upsetting: footage suggests a child was hit by a small boat and left in the sea off a French beach on 
Monday, during the busiest day for Channel crossings this year. This Sunday is the World Day of Prayer for Migrants and Refugees, and Pope Leo’s 2026 
message invites us to think about how migration touches children. The theme for this 112th day is “Even just one of these children”. The Pope reminds us 
that young people are the most vulnerable among those moving around the world – each has a face and a story that speaks to our hearts. While the 
loudest voices in the media often say “Stop the Boats”, this day calls us to listen more kindly voices.  As Pope Leo writes in Dilexi Te: “The Church, like a 
mother, notices children; where walls go up, she builds bridges. She knows the Gospel only rings true through warmth and welcome. And she understands 
that in every migrant turned away, Christ himself is knocking at our door.” Bishop Paul McAleenan, speaking for the Bishops’ Conference, adds: 
“Whenever we form views on migrants and refugees, let’s remember that as Catholics we should hold the whole Gospel – including when Jesus put a child 
in front of his friends and said, ‘Anyone who welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.’” As Pope Francis says, “Every migrant has a name, 
a face and a story.”  Today, migration and refugees can stir strong feelings and differences of opinion, so we’re all looking for kind and just ways forward. 
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference has shared “Love the Stranger”, a document that gives set of 24 helpful ideas backed by the Holy See, COMECE, 
CAFOD and CSAN. The Caritas Social Action Network has put together a friendly guide for parishes and catechists, explaining Catholic teaching on 
migration and how we can stand alongside migrants and refugees.   
https://www.csan.org.uk/news/world-day-for-migrants-and-refugees-2026-a-call-to-solidarity-with-migrant-children-and-young-people/   
A prayer for World Day: Prayer for migrants and refugees   
Lord Jesus, today you invite us to welcome those in God’s family who come to our shores to escape hardship, poverty, persecution, violence and war. Like 
your disciples, we may feel fear, doubt or even suspicion. We sometimes build walls in our hearts and minds.   
Lord Jesus, please help us by your grace:   
– to let go of fear so we can embrace each of your children as our own brother or sister;   
– to welcome migrants and refugees with joy and generosity, meeting their many needs;   
– to hear your call for everyone to gather on your holy mountain to learn peace and justice;   
– to share what we have, just as you spread a feast before us;   
– to show your love for everyone, celebrating the many gifts they bring.   
We praise you and give thanks for the family you have gathered from so many places. In this human family we see a reflection of the unity of the Holy 
Trinity, to whom we offer our prayer: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Implementation Phase of the Synod – a separate letter will follow in September 
but this is the link to the relevant webpage: https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/synod-
implementation  

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026-2027. Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or above (but under 18 years) are now 
available in the Narthex, from the office or on the webpage.   
Closing date for return of forms is Sunday, 11 October 2026 (with Baptismal Certs) 
First Parents’ meeting is online on Wednesday, 14 October 2026 at 7.30pm.   
First Candidate Session is Sunday, 15 November 2026 at 4.00pm in the Hall. 

REFUGEE PARISH TALK: Mark Choonara, Director of Caritas, Southwark 
Archdiocese & Matthew Partridge (Parishioner/Volunteer), are talking on the plight 
of refugees, at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Faversham, Mon 28 Sept at 7.00 pm  

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY EVENT: 
FUSION CAMPUS EVANGELISATION: If you are interested in seeing more 
students commit to Jesus, come to the commissioning service at St Mary Bredin at 
7.30 pm on the 23rd September .  More information at Fusion Movement 

JUNIOR YOUTH CLUB IS BACK!  We’re back after the summer and can’t wait to 
see you!  Join us on Sunday 27th, 4:00 – 5:45pm for an afternoon full of fun, 
friendship and prayer. We’ve got lots of exciting plans for the term ahead. Open to 
all children from First Communion to Confirmation – we’d love to see you there! 

Day for Catechists: You are invited to attend our 12th annual 
Diocesan Day for Catechists on Saturday 3 October 2026 at the 
Amigo Hall and St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, SE1 6HU. This 
Day is for all catechists of the diocese, including those involved in 
Liturgy of the Word for Children and the RCIA process.  The 
theme is: Truth and Beauty in Catechesis in the Age of AI. 
Booking and further details here - https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/day-for-catechists-2026.  

Save the date Saturday 7th November  7pm  Quiz night  
Sunday 18th October 10:30- 12:30 there will be a cake, books and Plant sale in the 
church hall (donations of items welcome on the day) raising funds for the Union of 
Catholic Mothers Canterbury  

The Young Adults Group will be meeting on Friday October 2nd at 7pm in the parish 
hall. They will then be walking to Hale’s Place Chapel where they will commemorate 
the Season of Creation with Franciscan prayers. They will then go to a local venue 
for refreshments.  

The next Parish Pastoral Council will take place in the presbytery on Monday 12th 
October at 18.30. John Renn, Chair. 

The toddlers and baby parish team invites you to a Teddy bear picnic 
Saturday 11th October, 10:30 to 12:15, church hall.  All children and families from 
across the community are warmly invited! Come dressed as your favourite saint, 
princess or superhero – and don’t forget to bring your favourite teddy!  Enjoy 
games, lucky dip, raffle and more.  All proceeds towards new equipment for the 
group.  We would be very grateful for donations of unused, unwanted presents for 
our stalls. Please leave them at All Saints altar or the presbytery.  Thank you  

SAVE THE DATE:  HCPT Barn Dance:  Saturday, 14 November in the Church hall. 
More details to follow. 
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Lord Jesus, today you invite us to welcome those in God’s family who come to our shores to escape hardship, poverty, persecution, violence and war. Like 
your disciples, we may feel fear, doubt or even suspicion. We sometimes build walls in our hearts and minds.   
Lord Jesus, please help us by your grace:   
– to let go of fear so we can embrace each of your children as our own brother or sister;   
– to welcome migrants and refugees with joy and generosity, meeting their many needs;   
– to hear your call for everyone to gather on your holy mountain to learn peace and justice;   
– to share what we have, just as you spread a feast before us;   
– to show your love for everyone, celebrating the many gifts they bring.   
We praise you and give thanks for the family you have gathered from so many places. In this human family we see a reflection of the unity of the Holy 
Trinity, to whom we offer our prayer: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Implementation Phase of the Synod – a separate letter will follow in September 
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Closing date for return of forms is Sunday, 11 October 2026 (with Baptismal Certs) 
First Parents’ meeting is online on Wednesday, 14 October 2026 at 7.30pm.   
First Candidate Session is Sunday, 15 November 2026 at 4.00pm in the Hall. 

REFUGEE PARISH TALK: Mark Choonara, Director of Caritas, Southwark 
Archdiocese & Matthew Partridge (Parishioner/Volunteer), are talking on the plight 
of refugees, at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Faversham, Mon 28 Sept at 7.00 pm  

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY EVENT: 
FUSION CAMPUS EVANGELISATION: If you are interested in seeing more 
students commit to Jesus, come to the commissioning service at St Mary Bredin at 
7.30 pm on the 23rd September .  More information at Fusion Movement 

JUNIOR YOUTH CLUB IS BACK!  We’re back after the summer and can’t wait to 
see you!  Join us on Sunday 27th, 4:00 – 5:45pm for an afternoon full of fun, 
friendship and prayer. We’ve got lots of exciting plans for the term ahead. Open to 
all children from First Communion to Confirmation – we’d love to see you there! 

Day for Catechists: You are invited to attend our 12th annual 
Diocesan Day for Catechists on Saturday 3 October 2026 at the 
Amigo Hall and St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, SE1 6HU. This 
Day is for all catechists of the diocese, including those involved in 
Liturgy of the Word for Children and the RCIA process.  The 
theme is: Truth and Beauty in Catechesis in the Age of AI. 
Booking and further details here - https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/day-for-catechists-2026.  

Save the date Saturday 7th November  7pm  Quiz night  
Sunday 18th October 10:30- 12:30 there will be a cake, books and Plant sale in the 
church hall (donations of items welcome on the day) raising funds for the Union of 
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The Young Adults Group will be meeting on Friday October 2nd at 7pm in the parish 
hall. They will then be walking to Hale’s Place Chapel where they will commemorate 
the Season of Creation with Franciscan prayers. They will then go to a local venue 
for refreshments.  

The next Parish Pastoral Council will take place in the presbytery on Monday 12th 
October at 18.30. John Renn, Chair. 

The toddlers and baby parish team invites you to a Teddy bear picnic 
Saturday 11th October, 10:30 to 12:15, church hall.  All children and families from 
across the community are warmly invited! Come dressed as your favourite saint, 
princess or superhero – and don’t forget to bring your favourite teddy!  Enjoy 
games, lucky dip, raffle and more.  All proceeds towards new equipment for the 
group.  We would be very grateful for donations of unused, unwanted presents for 
our stalls. Please leave them at All Saints altar or the presbytery.  Thank you  

SAVE THE DATE:  HCPT Barn Dance:  Saturday, 14 November in the Church hall. 
More details to follow. 


