
 

 

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS 

 From Fr Anthony ... 

ST THOMAS’  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):  People of the Parish 

Sunday 20th Sept: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 20: 1-26 

8.00am: Gerald Patrick Connellan - RIP 

9.30am: Frank Moffitt - RIP 

 with Children’s Liturgy 

 Baptism of  Baby Chiamanda  during Mass 

11.00am: Felix Puente Muro 

12.30: Baptism of Isla-Mae Knight Lyle, Leo Knight Lyle,  
 and Rowen Allen 

6.00pm: Agness Ganda - RIP 

 

Monday 21st Sept:  St Matthew the Apostle Mt 9: 9-13 

12 noon: Dinah - wellbeing and Bridget - RIP 

 

Tuesday 22nd September: Feria Lk 8:19-21 

12 noon: Sandra Gibeni 
7.00pm: RCIA in the Church 

7.30pm: Charismatic Prayer Group meets in the Upper Room 

 

Wednesday 23rd Sept: St Pius of Pietrelcina Lk 9: 1-6 

12 noon: Requiem Mass of Mark Witz 

7.00pm: Prayer and Pub 

 

Thursday 24thSept:  Our Lady of Walsingham Lk  9: 7-9 

7.30am: For Mary and Fraser Crampton - welfare 

12 noon: Daisy - Birthday 

 Scripture Group in Upper Room after Mass (byo lunch) 
 

Friday 25th Sept:  Feria Lk 9: 18-22 

12 noon: Chris Brown and Family  
 Adoration after Mass 

6.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
   

Saturday 26th Sept:  Sts Cosmas & Damian Lk 9: 43-45 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon: Anastasia, John and Christine - RIP 

1.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
4.30 - 5.30pm:  Reconciliation 

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meet in the Upper Room 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Alex Able - RIP and family 

Sunday 27th Sept:  26th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 21: 28-32 

8.00am: Fr George Marsden - RIP 

9.30am: Filipino Community 

 with Children’s Liturgy 

11.00am: Annie Bennett - RIP 

1.00pm: Novena of St Francis of Assisi 
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 

6.00pm: People of the Parish 

St  Thomas’ Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing to have 
their children Baptised; our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 3rd October at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.  Places are 
limited so call or email the office to book. Please fill in a Registration 
Form in advance (available from office, online or in the Narthex) 

 

ST DUNSTAN’S 

Sunday Mass at 10am 

 

Sunday 20th Sept: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 20: 1-26 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

  
Sunday 27th Sept: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 21: 28-32 

10.00am:  Thanksgiving for Recovery 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT 
 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY   ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN 
 59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ    East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH 
 Telephone: 01227 462896   Telephone: 01227 462896 
 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk 
 Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com 
 Facebook:   St Thomas of Canterbury 

 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
 Assistant Priest: Fr Michael Etuka email:  michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk 
 Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)  
 Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm 
 St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon 
 University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr James Yakubu (MSP) 
 St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Mrs H Seager-Fleming (01227 462539)  
 St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

NEWSLETTER 

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:   19/20 September 2026:  Home Missions 
Next Weekend:  26/27 September 2026:  Saint Vincent de Paul 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR  SEPTEMBER 2026 

For the care of water.  
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital 

resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.  

Please remember in your prayers:  
St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie 
Price, Brian Wicker, Richard Sexton, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, 
Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur 
Noronha,  Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Mary 
De Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, David Lewis, 
John Mathew, Jean Matthews, Tom Hill, Geraldine Ross, Anne Robinson, 
Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd, David Man-Cheung,  
Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton, Fermina Ortega, Alice 
Mathai,  Elizabeth Delaney, Chris Smith, Paula Smith, David Evans, Gerry 
Buckles, Kathy Starnes, Patti Earl, Alexander Oligo, Jenny Jones, Ann 
Hill, Tony Grace and Bridget Pachet-Hyde 
St Dunstan’s: Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete 
Covill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug and Ryan Joyce  
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
St Thomas’: Miriam Methin, Owen Hodgeson, Winston de Hoedt, Joshua 
John Taylor, Anne Thirkell, Angela Nichols, Ashton Harrington, Audrey 
Martin, Diane Fenn, Elodoro Evangelio, Danny Rikh, Pauline Ventress, 
Anne Queenan, Fr George Marsden, Canon Alan McLean, Marjery Craig, 
Una Harris, Peter Bruff , Paula Smith, Heather Dandison, Ann Pereira, 
MarK Witz, Fr Tom Scannell  and Gerald Reilly 
St Dunstan’s:  Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster, Sr Marian 
McCouaig, Martina Morrissey and Lynette Dawn Reed, Sr Margaret Rose 
Hughes, Sr Bridgid Kennedy and Sr Bernadine Corcoran 
 
Please pray for those with 1st anniversaries in September 2026: 
Jeanette Lee 

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 

2nd Col.: SVP 

St Vincent De Paul says thank you The August collection raised £1111.40. Thank 
you so much for your generosity and for other donations that we have received. 
Whilst we didn’t meet in August, we have several needs for larger items that we are 
in the process of addressing. We are very grateful to the Streynsham’s Trust which 
provided half of our funding for a reconditioned mobility scooter which is enabling 
someone to get out and about again. 

Back to school blessing: Thank you to everyone who supported our blessing and 
fundraising event in the hall after we raised £108.37 for our parish. 
  
Harvest Festival 4th October there will be a Harvest display in the church for 
donations of items for Catching Lives with a cake sale in the hall after.  Donations of 
cakes welcome on the day.  
 
Promise Auction 24th October, 7pm in the church hall there will be an Auction of 
Promises and other items in the church hall. Available on the night, light 
snacks and nibbles. Free entry. There will be lots of fun with varied and 
interesting lots and many one-off, not-to-be missed opportunities. 
The organisers are seeking promises from our parish community so if you can offer 
a service or an item for sale, they would be very interested to hear from you.  
Contact socialstthomasrc@gmail.com or the church office.  Can you pledge 
something - babysit; an hour's gardening; a cake; dog walking, music lesson, a 
home cooked meal, a lift to church ; or something from your cupboard you no longer 
need.  It will be fun watching us all bid for the lots.  All funds raised going to our 
parish.  Sign up forms in the Narthex.  
 
Union of Catholic Mothers Canterbury are  celebrating 75 years with a renewal 
Mass on 10th October 12 noon followed by light nibbles in the hall. All UCM past and 
present members are encouraged to attend.  

Dear parents, grandparents and carers,  our parish BABY AND TODDLER GROUP 
returns after summer break. Join us on Fridays from 10 to 11:45 for a cuppa, a chat, 
and playtime -  a friendly space to meet other local families, share experiences and 
have fun together.  All are warmly welcome. 

Francis 800 -  day of talks and reflection on St Francis of Assisi  
St Thomas's Church Hall, Canterbury on Saturday 3 October 2026: 10am to3pm. 
Entry is free of charge. St  Francis Novena, 25 Sept - 03 Oct , Mon-Fri 6pm Sat & 
Sun 1pm, in church or on the livestream. 

FIRST RECONCILIATION &  HOLY COMMUNION  - 2027 APPLICIATIONS 
Forms for children (Year 3 & above) seeking to prepare for First Holy Communion 
in 2027 are available in the Narthex, on the website and from the office.   

Astronomical autumn begins next week with the autumnal equinox when day and night stand almost equal. It is a lovely season 
of new beginnings here in Canterbury as students return for a new term and the life of the parish begins to gather fresh energy 
again. This Tuesday we begin the first session of our Journey in Faith process known as the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults, or RCIA, and more recently as the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults or OCIA. It is the Church’s gentle and prayerful 
way of welcoming adults and older children who are exploring the Catholic faith, preparing for baptism, reception into full 
communion, or confirmation. 
This is much more than a programme run by a small team on behalf of everyone else. Christian initiation belongs to the whole 
Church and therefore to the whole parish community of St Thomas of Canterbury. Those who come forward are not simply 
joining a class - they are being welcomed into a family of faith, prayer, worship, service, and witness. A kind word, a friendly 
welcome, a promise of prayer, or a simple conversation can help them know that they truly belong among us. 
The process of Christian initiation is not an activity at the edge of parish life - it belongs close to the heart of who we are. It 
reminds us that the Church exists to share the love of Christ, to form disciples, and to lead people gently into the sacramental 
life that unites us with him. RCIA/OCIA gives shape to that journey, but it is the warmth, example and prayer of the parish 
community that help make it a living experience of welcome. 
As this new Journey in Faith begins, I warmly invite every parishioner to see this work as something we share together. Please 
welcome those who are enquiring, remember them in your prayers, encourage them by your example, and help them discover 
in this parish a home where faith is lived with conviction, generosity, and joy. 

Archbishop’s Certificate:  The Archbishop’s Certificate (ArchCert) is a two-year 
online course for all in Southwark who wish to understand their faith in a more 
profound way and be able to share it with both confidence and joy.  The course 
begins online on 10 October 2026 from 2pm to 4pm.  A link to register can be found 
here - https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/archcert  

Implementation Phase of the Synod – a separate letter will follow in September 
but this is the link to the relevant webpage: https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/synod-
implementation  

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026-2027. Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or above (but under 18 years) are now 
available in the Narthex, from the office or on the webpage.   
Closing date for return of forms is Sunday, 11 October 2026 (with Baptismal Certs) 
First Parents’ meeting is online on Wednesday, 14 October 2026 at 7.30pm.   
First Candidate Session is Sunday, 15 November 2026 at 4.00pm in the Hall. 

HOME MISSION SUNDAY: Today, 20 September, we celebrate Home Mission 
Sunday, a day for our Catholic community in England and Wales to celebrate our 
faith in these lands, and our shared commitment to communicate the beauty and 
the joy of knowing Jesus Christ. More details on the Bishops’ Conference website - 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home-mission-sunday/.  The Second Collection today 
supports the initiatives of the Home Missions 

REFUGEE PARISH TALK: Mark Choonara, Director of Caritas, Southwark 
Archdiocese & Matthew Partridge (Parishioner/Volunteer), are talking on the plight 
of refugees, at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Faversham, Mon 28 Sept at 7.00 pm  

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY EVENT: 
FUSION CAMPUS EVANGELISATION: If you are interested in seeing more 
students commit to Jesus, come to the commissioning service at St Mary Bredin at 
7.30 pm on the 23rd September .  More information at Fusion Movement 

JUNIOR YOUTH CLUB IS BACK!  We’re back after the summer and can’t wait to 
see you!  Join us on Sunday 27th, 4:00 – 5:45pm for an afternoon full of fun, 
friendship and prayer. We’ve got lots of exciting plans for the term ahead. Open to 
all children from First Communion to Confirmation – we’d love to see you there! 

2nd Col.:  Home 
Missions 

Day for Catechists: You are invited to attend our 12th annual 
Diocesan Day for Catechists on Saturday 3 October 2026 at the 
Amigo Hall and St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, SE1 6HU. This 
Day is for all catechists of the diocese, including those involved in 
Liturgy of the Word for Children and the RCIA process.  The 
theme is: Truth and Beauty in Catechesis in the Age of AI. 
Booking and further details here - https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/day-for-catechists-2026.   
  
RCIA Information Evening:  The Agency and Chancery invite all Clergy, RCIA 
coordinators and RCIA catechists to participate on Thursday 24 Sept,  7:00 to 
8:30pm. Register for the Zoom link: https://aecsouthwark.churchsuite.com/
events/3bypxbyv   The evening will include a practical discussion on the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults, an overview of the new Chancery forms and pastoral 
considerations for accompanying those seeking Christ from  different backgrounds. 

SEEKING CATECHISTS: If your talent is communicating the word of God to young 
people, please consider answering the Call of the Holy spirit to share your faith with 
our young people aged 13 to 18 years as part of the Parish Confirmation 
Catechetical Team.  Please speak to Fr Anthony or Fr Michael at Mass or contact 
the parish office. 

SAVE THE DATE:  HCPT Barn Dance:  Saturday, 14 November in the Church hall. 
More details to follow. 
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Archbishop’s Certificate:  The Archbishop’s Certificate (ArchCert) is a two-year 
online course for all in Southwark who wish to understand their faith in a more 
profound way and be able to share it with both confidence and joy.  The course 
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the joy of knowing Jesus Christ. More details on the Bishops’ Conference website - 
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REFUGEE PARISH TALK: Mark Choonara, Director of Caritas, Southwark 
Archdiocese & Matthew Partridge (Parishioner/Volunteer), are talking on the plight 
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JUNIOR YOUTH CLUB IS BACK!  We’re back after the summer and can’t wait to 
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friendship and prayer. We’ve got lots of exciting plans for the term ahead. Open to 
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theme is: Truth and Beauty in Catechesis in the Age of AI. 
Booking and further details here - https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/day-for-catechists-2026.   
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