
 

 

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS 

 From Fr Anthony ... 

 

ST THOMAS’  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Joan and Harry Blows - thanksgiving 

 

Sunday 13th Sept: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 18: 21-35 

EDUCATION SUNDAY 

8.00am: People of the Parish 

9.30am: Thanksgiving for graces received 

 with Children’s Liturgy 

11.00am: Theresa Hayes - welfare 

12.30: Baptism of  Edward Brolly and Ternan Garlan 

6.00pm: Siobhan Coen - RIP 

 

Monday 14th Sept:  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross Jn3: 13-17 

12 noon: Aurora Dawson - RIP 

 

Tuesday 15th September: Our Lady of Sorrows Lk 2: 33-35 

12 noon: Peter Bruff - RIP 

7.30pm: Charismatic Prayer Group meets in the Upper Room 

 

Wednesday 16th Sept: Sts Cornelius and Cyprian Lk 7: 31-35 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon: William Humphries - RIP 

7.00pm: Prayer and Pub 

 

Thursday 17th Sept:  St Robert Bellarmine Lk  7: 36-50 

7.30am: Edna McHardy - RIP 

12 noon: Janet and Tony - welfare 

 Scripture Group in Upper Room after Mass (byo lunch) 
 

Friday 18th Sept:  St Edith of Kemsing Lk 8: 1-3 

12 noon: Peter Bruff - RIP 

 Adoration after Mass 

   

Saturday 19th Sept:  St Theodore of Canterbury Lk 8: 4-15 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon: Thanksgiving - Kyle 

4.30 - 5.30pm:  Reconciliation 

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meet in the Upper 
Room 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  People of the Parish 

 

Sunday 20th Sept: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 20: 1-26 

8.00am: Gerald Patrick Connellan - RIP 

9.30am: Frank Moffitt - RIP 

 with Children’s Liturgy 

11.00am: Felix Puente Muro 

12.30: Baptism of  Isla-Mae Knight Lyle, Leo Knight Lyle,  
 Baby Chiamanda and Rowen Allen 

St  Thomas’ Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing to have 
their children Baptised; our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 3rd October at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.  Places are 
limited so call or email the office to book. Please fill in a Registration 
Form in advance (available from office, online or in the Narthex) 

 

ST DUNSTAN’S 

Sunday Mass at 10am 

 

Sunday 13th Sept: 24th Sunday in Ordinary TimesMt 18: 21-35 

10.00am:  Personal Intentions of Pauline Doney 

 

  
Sunday 20th Sept: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 20: 1-26 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT 
 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY   ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN 
 59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ    East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH 
 Telephone: 01227 462896   Telephone: 01227 462896 
 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk 
 Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com 
 Facebook:   St Thomas of Canterbury 

 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
 Assistant Priest: Fr Michael Etuka email:  michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk 
 Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)  
 Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm 
 St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon 
 University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr James Yakubu (MSP) 
 St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Mrs H Seager-Fleming (01227 462539)  
 St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

NEWSLETTER 

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:   12/13 September 2026:  Catholic Education Services 
Next Weekend:  19/20 September 2026:  Home Missions 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR  SEPTEMBER 2026 

For the care of water.  
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital 

resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.  

Please remember in your prayers:  
St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie 
Price, Brian Wicker, Richard Sexton, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, 
Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur 
Noronha,  Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Mary 
De Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, David Lewis, 
John Mathew, Jean Matthews, Tom Hill, Geraldine Ross, Anne Robinson, 
Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd, David Man-Cheung,  
Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton, Fermina Ortega, Alice 
Mathai,  Elizabeth Delaney, Chris Smith, Paula Smith, David Evans, Gerry 
Buckles, Kathy Starnes, Patti Earl, Alexander Oligo, Jenny Jones and Ann 
Hill, Tony Grace 
St Dunstan’s: Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete 
Covill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug and Ryan Joyce  
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
St Thomas’: Miriam Methin, Owen Hodgeson, Winston de Hoedt, Joshua 
John Taylor, Anne Thirkell, Angela Nichols, Ashton Harrington, Audrey 
Martin, Diane Fenn, Elodoro Evangelio, Danny Rikh, Pauline Ventress, 
Anne Queenan, Fr George Marsden, Canon Alan McLean, Marjery Craig, 
Una Harris, Peter Bruff , Paula Smith, Heather Dandison, Ann Pereira, 
MarK Witz, Fr Tom Scannell  and Gerald Reilly 
St Dunstan’s:  Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster, Sr Marian 
McCouaig, Martina Morrissey and Lynette Dawn Reed, Sr Margaret Rose 
Hughes, Sr Bridgid Kennedy and Sr Bernadine Corcoran 
 
Please pray for those with 1st anniversaries in September 2026: 
Jeanette Lee 

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 

2nd Col.:  Catholic 
Education Services 

Edith Stein - A talk by Rev’d Dr Stacey Rand at Sts Cosmos & Damian Church, 
Tyler Hill Road, Blean, Canterbury CT2 9HT  on  Sunday 13th September 2026 at 
2.30pm  followed by refreshments.   FREE ENTRY. DONATIONS WELCOME.  

SAVE THE DATE AND OFFER YOUR LOVING SERVICE:  On 5th December, the 
CTC (Christians Together Canterbury) Shine Your Light event takes place in Rose 
Square. Last year representatives from 10 churches played contemporary worship, 
shared the good news, gave out free bibles, helped with refreshments, kids face 
painting and prayed for passers by. We seek to build on this and would love your 
involvement using your special gifts.  We have wonderful churches in the City, but 
there is a call to reach those who don't come to our churches, will you be involved? 
Please consider, and if interested, contact Sophie at sophm@hotmail.com  

Marriage Help - Communication failure is a major cause of marital breakdown. 
Retrouvaille is not counselling but a programme to help married couples work 
through conflicts more effectively. We focus on helping restore trust and hope. 
Bookings close 18th Sept. www.Retrouvaille.org.uk +44 7887 296 983  

Dear parents, grandparents and carers,  our parish BABY AND TODDLER GROUP 
returns after summer break. Join us on Fridays from 10 to 11:45 for a cuppa, a chat, 
and playtime -  a friendly space to meet other local families, share experiences and 
have fun together.  All are warmly welcome. 

Francis 800 -  day of talks and reflection on St Francis of Assisi  
St Thomas's Church Hall, Canterbury on Saturday 3 October 2026: 10am to3pm. 
Entry is free of charge. Full details, schedule & registration on https://Francis800-
Canterbury.eventbrite.co.uk or phone 07803 612556 - Helen Nattrass 

You are warmly invited to join an experiential programme called Teach Me to Pray 
facilitated by Southwark Diocesan Spirituality Commission.  The programme will be 
online on Tuesdays, starting 6th October from 7pm to 8.15pm.  For details/ to 
sign up see https://aecsouthwark.churchsuite.com/events/tnpn4hqd or email for 
further information spirituality@rcaos.org.uk  

FIRST RECONCILIATION &  HOLY COMMUNION  - 2027 APPLICIATIONS 
Forms for children (Year 3 & above) seeking to prepare for First Holy Communion 
in 2027 are available in the Narthex, on the website and from the office.  FORMS 
and BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATES must be submitted to the Parish office no later 
than 8 November 2026.  First Communion Day in 2027 is Sunday, 23rd May at 
9.30am and 11.00am Masses. 

This weekend we have Peter coming up and asking Jesus, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me and I forgive him? 
As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.” Jesus is asking 
Peter, and thus commanding us, to always forgive others. There should be no time and no situation when we do not forgive. 
But in reality we so often hear people saying, “I can’t forgive him for what he did to me.” “What she did was unforgivable.” A 
woman told me that she couldn’t say the Our Father because of the sentence “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.” This was because she could not forgive her husband who had hurt her so deeply.  
In the parable, Jesus gives us that the servant's greatest sin wasn't just cruelty — it was spiritual amnesia. Moments after 
having a debt effectively worth millions of pounds (a talent was a monetary unit worth about twenty years’ wages for a labourer) 
erased, he violently attacked a fellow servant over the equivalent of a few months' wages. 
Let us reflect and ponder how much we have been forgiven by our loving and merciful Father. Forgiveness is one of the 
clearest signs of whether we truly understand the Gospel. In refusing to forgive our brothers and sisters our hearts are closed 
and their hardness makes them impervious to the Father's merciful love but in confessing our sins our hearts are opened to His 
grace. 
When we realise how much we have been forgiven, forgiving others stops feeling like a loss and starts feeling like an act of 
gratitude. It is the proof that we have received mercy — because those who have truly been forgiven cannot help but forgive. If 
you have found it impossible to forgive a particular person in your life, what does that reveal about how deeply you believe God 
has truly forgiven you? 

Here is a prayer that might help when we struggle to forgive. 
Heavenly Father, You are the source of all mercy, and it is from Your mercy alone that forgiveness flows. 
Lord, You know the wound I carry. You know the hurt that lives in me, and You know that on my own, I cannot release it. 
So I come to You not from strength, but from weakness. Not with forgiveness already in my hands, but asking You to place it 
there. Give me the grace to will what I cannot yet feel. Soften what is hard in my heart. Open what pride or pain has closed. 
Turn my injury into compassion and my memory into intercession. Lord, You stretched out Your arms on the Cross and forgave 
even those who drove the nails. Let that same love — which is stronger than any wound — move through me now.  I choose to 
forgive. Help me mean it. And when I cannot mean it yet, give me the grace to be willing. Through Christ, who is my peace and 
my reconciliation, Amen. 

HALES PLACE CHAPEL OPEN DAY: 20  SEPTEMBER  11AM TO 5PM 
We are opening the chapel to visitors as part of the Heritage Open Days this year. 
Come and see this lovely little building. Refreshments and displays will be available 
at the St Stephen’s Community Centre next door to the chapel. Everyone  welcome. 

SHOP SALE:  There will be a sale of books and small items from the Shop 
this Sunday morning in the Foyer of St Thomas Hall. 

HOME MISSION SUNDAY: On Sunday 20 September, we celebrate Home Mission 
Sunday, a day for our Catholic community in England and Wales to celebrate our 
faith in these lands, and our shared commitment to communicate the beauty and 
the joy of knowing Jesus Christ. More details on the Bishops’ Conference website - 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home-mission-sunday/ .   
The Second Collection next weekend is to support the work carried out by the 
Bishops’ Conference Mission Directorate. Through the Mission Directorate, we 
support our Church in a wide field of service and mission in England and Wales. 
Please hold this important work in your prayers and give generously. Thank you.” 

THE YOUNG ADULTS GROUP meets this Friday 18 Sept at 7:30pm in the parish 
hall for prayer, discussion, food, and social time together. Please come and join us.  

REFUGEE PARISH TALK: ‘I was a stranger and you welcomed me’ (Mt 25:35) 
Mark Choonara, Director of Caritas, Archdiocese of Southwark and Matthew 
Partridge (Parishioner/Volunteer), will be talking on the plight of refugees, at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, Tanners St, Faversham, ME13 7JP on Monday 28 
September 2026 at 7.00 pm  

UPDATE ON CHURCH TOILETS 
There has been much movement in the men’s toilets this week and we have been 
able to focus now on the ladies’ toilets. There is still finishing off to do in the men’s 
(e.g. the window) but they are usable while we concentrate on the ladies’ toilets. For 
the moment the accessible toilet is for women only and the men’s toilet is back 
to being men only. We are in the home straight and hopefully the end is in sight. 
Thank you all for your patience.             Maintenance Committee 

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY EVENT: 
FUSION CAMPUS EVANGELISATION: If you are interested in seeing more 
students commit to Jesus, come to the commissioning service at St Mary Bredin at 
7.30 pm on the 23rd September when we will hear from Fusion and Jonathan 
Oloyede of NDOPW. Fusion are bringing their own band to lead worship. 
There will also be a celebration service at Canterbury Baptist Church on 29th 
September at 7.30pm when we will hear testimonies of the week . 
More information about Fusion AT Fusion Movement 

JUNIOR YOUTH CLUB IS BACK!  We’re back after the summer and can’t wait to 
see you!  Join us on Sunday 27th, 4:00 – 5:45pm for an afternoon full of fun, 
friendship and prayer. We’ve got lots of exciting plans for the term ahead. Open to 
all children from First Communion to Confirmation – we’d love to see you there! 

2nd Col.:  Home 
Missions 
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