NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN'’S, HERSDEN, KENT

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ

Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Web Site: https.//stthomasofcanterbury.com
Facebook: St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest:

Assistant Priest:

Parish Administrator:

Fr Michael Etuka

Canon Anthony Charlton

Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)

Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: Fr James Yakubu (MSP)

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Mrs H Seager-Fleming (01227 462539)

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN

East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH
Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk

ST THOMAS’ (All Masses are Livestreamed)

6.00pm (Vigil): Marcus Pinto - RIP

Sunday 30th Aug: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary TimesMt 16: 21-27

8.00am: David Riley - RIP (foundation Mass)

9.30am: Mrs Assunta Riley & Mrs Eva Lee (foundation Mass)

11.00am: Anna Luong Thi Xiem, Augustino Vu Van Thuong, Beryl
and Roy Anthony

12.30: Baptism of Noah Archer Dack

6.00pm: People of the Parish

Monday 31st Aug: St Aidan & the Sts of Lindisfarne Lk 4: 16-30
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
10.00am: Aidan Blake - RIP

Tuesday 1st September: St Endumnd Arrowsmith Lk 4: 31-37
12 noon: Fr George Marsden - RIP

7.30pm: Charismatic Prayer Group meets in the Upper Room
Wednesday 2nd Sept: Feria Lk 4: 38-44
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation

12 noon: Richard Prentis - RIP

Thursday 3rd Sept: St Gregory the Great
7.30am: Robert O’Grady - RIP
12 noon: Private Intentions

Lk 22: 24-30

Friday 4th Sept: St Cuthbert
12 noon: Mary O’Donnell - RIP
Adoration after Mass
7.30pm:  Young Adults group in the Church Hall

Lk 5: 33-39

Saturday 5th Sept: St Teresa of Calcutta Lk 6:1-5
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration

12 noon: David Heap - RIP and Christine’s intentions

4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meet in the Upper Room
6.00pm (Vigil): Joan and Harry Blows - thanksgiving

Sunday 6th Sept: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 18: 15-20

8.00am: People of the Parish

9.30am: All priests

11.00am: Patricia Metcalfe - RIP

12.30: Baptism of Ada Marie Louise Marr
6.00pm: Anne Morris - heath and wellbeing

ST DUNSTAN’S
Sunday Mass at 10am

Sunday 30th Aug: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary TimesMt 16: 21-27
10.00am: People of the Parish

Sunday 6th Sept: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Times Mt 18: 15-20
10.00am: Personal Intentions of Pauline Doney

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES

Please remember in your prayers:

St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie
Price, Brian Wicker, Richard Sexton, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton,
Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur
Noronha, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Mary
De Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, David Lewis,
John Mathew, Jean Matthews, Tom Hill, Geraldine Ross, Anne Robinson,
Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd, David Man-Cheung,
Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton, Fermina Ortega, Alice
Mathai, Elizabeth Delaney, Chris Smith, Paula Smith, David Evans, Gerry
Buckles, Kathy Starnes, Patti Earl, Alexander Oligo, Jenny Jones and Ann
Hill

St Dunstan’s: Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete
Couvill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug and Ryan Joyce

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

St Thomas’: Miriam Methin, Owen Hodgeson, Winston de Hoedt, Joshua
John Taylor, Anne Thirkell, Angela Nichols, Ashton Harrington, Audrey
Martin, Diane Fenn, Elodoro Evangelio, Danny Rikh, Pauline Ventress,
Anne Queenan, Fr George Marsden, Canon Alan McLean, Marjery Craig,
Una Harris, Peter Bruff , Paula Smith, Heather Dandison and Ann Pereira
St Dunstan’s: Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster, Sr Marian
McCouaig, Martina Morrissey and Lynette Dawn Reed, Sr Margaret Rose
Hughes, Sr Bridgid Kennedy and Sr Bernadine Corcoran

Please pray for those with 1st anniversaries in September 2026:
Jeanette Lee

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:
This weekend: 29/30 August 2026: No Second Collection this weekend
Next Weekend: 05/06 September 2026: No Second Collection this weekend

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2026
For the care of water.
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital
resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.

St Thomas’ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have
their children Baptised; our next preparation meeting will be on
Saturday, 5th September at 9.00 am in the Presbytery. Places are
limited so call or email the office to book. Please fill in a Registration
Form in advance (available from office, online or in the Narthex)




From Fr Michael ...

i1 hope those that were able to have a vacation somewhere were able to enjoy some rest with the change |

'of environment. | also hope that those who remained here were able find some time during the summer
Ifor rest and recuperation. Some also may have gone on pilgrimage somewhere. | hope that their
npllgrlmage was fruitful. Some time away for prayer, silence, thought. Taking the family away for a short
|Whl|e to a place of prayer. As Christ would often go into the mountains and wilderness to pray. When |
\was much younger my parents would sometimes take my siblings and | to a Cistercian monastery in the
.East of Nigeria. A place called Awhum. Our Lady of Mount Calvary monastery, run by the Order of
\Cistercians of the Strict Observance. It was very silent and remote. The monks led a simple austere life.
'They would spend the day in prayer and work, waking up to pray together in the early hours, before
'‘dawn. Some worked on the farm, and others in the various jobs that needed doing around the

'monastery.

' This summer | was able to go and spend some time in Lourdes. It was almost last minute as | was not
.sure what | was going to do for my vacation. In fact, as | returned, Fr. Anthony went on his pilgrimage
;with the HCPT group. While there | was fortunate to be able to visit the larger-than-life stations of the
'cross on Espélugues Hill. The models are life size, cast in iron and painted with gold coloured paint.
'What struck me while going along the way was the compassion shown to Jesus depicted in some of the
Icharacters especially the women. But even the Roman soldiers acting for officialdom, towards the end
nseemed mcreasmgly struck by what was taking place. From the fourth station where Jesus was met by

'his mother who was supported by another female. Then the sixth station where Veronica came out of the:
\crowd to wipe the face of Jesus. That must have taken some courage. Then the eighth station where the |

.women of Jerusalem came out to mourn for Jesus. How many women are the women of Jerusalem?
1Six, ten, twenty, fifty. Some also brought their children with them. Jesus after all had not long before
'been showing compassion himself, healing their sick, blessing the children, speaking to them about the
'kingdom of heaven. It was comforting to think that despite the religious authority's efforts, they could not
Istamp out authentic human compassion. At most of the stations there was someone Iooklng at Jesus in
ua compassionate heartfelt sorrowful manner. I'm thinking it may not have been humanity’s lowest hour.

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS

FAREWELL AND THANK YOU FATHER CYRIL as he returns to
his home diocese on 31% August. We thank him for care for us
these last two months and assure him of our love and prayers.

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP The Young Adults Group will be meeting next Friday,
4t September at 7:30pm in the parish hall. We will share a fellowship meal. We look
forward to hosting our young adults.

Do you want to join the Catholic Church, or are you an adult Catholic who would like
to be confirmed? We are holding a ‘Come & See’ meeting on Tuesday 8th
September at 7.00pm in St Thomas’s Church. This is an introduction to Our
Journey in Faith, or RCIA, program which begins on Tuesday 22nd September. The
first term is one of enquiry from which you can choose whether to continue.
Application forms are available at the back of the Church or on our website.

The Archdiocese of Southwark will be holding their annual service for those that
have been harmed by abuse on the 30t September 2026, at 6.30pm at St George’s
Cathedral. The service will be lead by Archbishop John Wilson and is an opportunity
for the archdiocese community to express their solidarity and compassion to those
that have been hurt by abuse and our commitment to building safe environments for
all. Please attend if you are able.

Back to school blessing Sunday 6th September 9.30am Mass - Blessing of
children returning to school. Whether your child is at a new school or nursery, or has
just moved into a new class they are encouraged to either wear their school jumper
or bring their book bag to be blessed. There will be cakes, plants and books on sale
after the mass. Donations of cakes, plants and books welcome on the day.

THE MARCH FOR LIFE - SATURDAY 5™ SEPTEMBER FROM 10AM, LONDON.
The annual March for Life event takes place in London on Saturday 5t September.
This is a worthy and enjoyable event in which to take part. Supporting pro-life

issues. Please see their website: https://www.marchforlife.co.uk/2026-event-page/

From September 1 to October 4, the feast of St Francis of Assisi each year, we
join with other faith traditions to celebrate the SEASON OF CREATION by praying
and acting together to protect our common home.

The 2026 theme, “Living Water,” is inspired by the vision in the Book of Ezekiel:
“Wherever the river flows, every living creature that swarms will live... and
everything will live where the river goes.” (Ezekiel 47:9). The Season of Creation
invites us to see water not simply as a resource, but as a gift from God and a
source of life, connecting people, communities and the whole Earth community. The
theme that Pope Leo XIV has chosen for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of
Creation 2026 is "They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks" (Is 2:4). In his message, the Holy Father highlights the connection
between armed conflict and environmental degradation. The title — a passage in
which Isaiah prophesies the transformation of weapons into agricultural tools — is
an explicit invitation to prioritise development and sustainability over violence and
destruction.

ONLINE AND IN-PERSON PROGRAMMES - MARRIED & ENGAGED COUPLES.
Please see the poster in the Narthex for details of upcoming on line and in-person
courses for married and engaged couples.

Fatima & First Saturdays Devotion Symposium.
Date: Sunday, 22 November 2026 | 12:30-19:00
For more information see poster in the Narthex

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill

An e-action link is now available, by which people can write to their MPs, asking
them to vote against the Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill, which will have its
second reading on 11 September. The link is at: https:/righttolife.org.uk/
Sept11vote. You may also wish to make a statement within your own Diocese, to
encourage the clergy and people to contact their MPs between now and Sept.

SAVE THE DATE AND OFFER YOUR LOVING SERVICE: On 5th December, the
CTC (Christians Together Canterbury) Shine Your Light event takes place in Rose
Square. Last year representatives from 10 churches played contemporary worship,
shared the good news, gave out free bibles, helped with refreshments, kids face
painting and prayed for passers by. We seek to build on this and would love your
involvement using your special gifts. We have wonderful churches in the City, but
there is a call to reach those who don't come to our churches, will you be involved?

Please consider, and if interested, contact Sophie at sophm@hotmail.com




