NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN'’S, HERSDEN, KENT

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ

Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Web Site: https.//stthomasofcanterbury.com
Facebook: St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest:

Assistant Priest:

Parish Administrator:

Fr Michael Etuka

Canon Anthony Charlton

Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)

Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: To be Advised

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher:

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN

East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH
Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk

ST THOMAS’ (All Masses are Livestreamed)
6.00pm (Vigil): Angela Mallion - RIP (Anniversary)

Sunday 2nd Aug: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) Mt 14: 13-21

8.00am: People of the Parish
9.30am: Fr Mark White - welfare

with Children’s liturgy during Mass
11.00am: The Father of All Mankind - thanksgiving
12.30pm: Baptism of Miley Rooney
6.00pm: Judith Roser - RIP

Monday 3rd Aug: Feria Mt 14: 22-36

12 noon: David Heap - RIP

Tuesday 4th Aug: St John Vianney
12 noon: Patricia Metcalfe - RIP

Mt 15: 1-2; 10-14

Wednesday 5th Aug: Dedication of the
Basilica of St Mary Major
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation
12 noon: George and Patricia Gray - RIP
Refreshments in the Hall after Mass

Mt 15: 21-28

Thursday 6th Aug: The Transfiguration of the Lord Mt 17: 1-9
7.30am: Elizabeth Lee’s intentions
12 noon: Antony K J, Shivon and Denzel Antony - welfare

Friday 7th Aug: St Sixtus Il Mt 16: 24-28
12 noon: Thanksgiving
Adoration after Mass
7.00pm: Young adult’s group in the hall
Saturday 8th Aug: St Dominic Mt 17: 14-20

10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration

12 noon: Canon Alan McLean - RIP

4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meet in the Upper Room

6.00pm (Vigil): Fr Geroge Marsden - RIP

Sunday 9th Aug: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) Mt 14: 22-33
8.00am: Vinod Antony and Family - thanksgiving

9.30am: Raymond and Florinda Allcorn - RIP

11.00am: Sally Pilkington - RIP

12.30pm: Baptism of Akunna Ugwu

6.00pm: People of the Parish

ST DUNSTAN’S
Sunday Mass at 10am

Sunday 2nd Aug: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) Mt 14: 13-21
10.00am: People of the Parish

Sunday 9th Aug: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) Mt 14: 22-33
10.00am: People of the Parish

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES

Please remember in your prayers:

St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie
Price, Brian Wicker, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton, Therese Punnett,
Andrew Burton, Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young,
Arthur Noronha, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan,
Mary De Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, David
Lewis, John Mathew, Jean Matthews, Tom Hill, Geraldine Ross, Anne
Robinson, Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd, David Man-
Cheung, Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton, Fermina Ortega,
Alice Mathai, Elizabeth Delaney, Chris Smith, Paula Smith, David Evans,
Gerry Buckles, Kathy Starnes, Patti Earl, Alexander Oligo, Rhona Rollings
and Baby Raphael

St Dunstan’s: Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete
Couvill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug and Ryan Joyce

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

St Thomas’: Margaret O’Flaherty, Kevin Nuttal, Dorothy Saul, Patricia
Martin, Miriam Methin, Owen Hodgeson, Winston de Hoedt, Joshua John
Taylor, Anne Thirkell, Angela Nichols, Ashton Harrington, Audrey Martin,
Diane Fenn, Elodoro Evangelio, Danny Rikh, Pauline Ventress, Anne
Queenan, Fr George Marsden, Canon Alan McLean, Marjery Craig, Una
Harris and Peter Bruff

St Dunstan’s: Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster, Sr Marian
McCouaig, Martina Morrissey and Lynette Dawn Reed

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in August 2026:
Eugene Deque, Aurora Dawson and Jeanette Lee

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:
This weekend: 01/02 August 2026: No second collection
Next Weekend: 08/09 August 2026: No second collection

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR AUGUST 2026
For evangelization in the city.
Let us pray that in large cities often marked by anonymity and loneliness we find
new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths to build community.

St Thomas’ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation
meeting will be on Saturday, 5th September at 9.00 am in
the Presbytery. Places are limited so call or email the office
to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance
(available from office, online or in the Narthex)




From Fr Anthony ...

\(Isaiah 55:2) “Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, your labour for that which does not
'satisfy?” The story of life in the world. We often work tirelessly and diligently for what in the grand scheme, is
nunlmportant oris it really so? How do we know what is important and what is not? A bit like the young King
:Solomon in last Sunday’s first reading asking God to give him the gift of right judgement. The ability to discern
1good from evil, to know right from wrong. Should | take the left or the right? The answer! “Listen diligently to me...”

'says the Lord (Isaiah 55:2).
1

|| saw today, Tuesday and indeed all through the week, many students, their relatives and friends of students, who
Ihad been to graduation ceremonies at the cathedral. Those | saw looked mostly happy and well turned out.
.Deservedly so. They, the students, or most of them, had worked hard for their degrees and awards. Is this a waste
;of time? | certainly don’t think so. Who knows where God will lead them? Including into doing God’s work. God
icould give them wonderfully fulfilling and exciting missions. God could also give them missions, vocations, careers
lthat may seem relatively mundane to human eyes, but which God values, and in which they will be fulfilling His

|WI||

IFor God to lead us we must listen to him, come rain or shine, when it’s convenient as well as when it is not. We do
unot always want to go where God wants us to go. Where we know God’s spirit is sending us. We with our human
.eyes that can only see the here and now, even then with limitations, may seek something we feel is more exciting,
'fulfilling, rewarding, not forgetting status building. God calls us sometimes to unexpected places. We initially may
lcomplaln deny, reject, but you will see that as far as it is God’s will, that is where you will be most fulfilled, most

.happy Wishing you all well.

:God bless and guide our young people.

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS

Called to Bear Fruit: Pastoral Message and Next Steps. Copies of the Pastoral
Message concerning Called to Bear Fruit, which reflects upon the consultation
undertaken across the Archdiocese, the work already under way, and the continuing
discernment concerning the next phase of missionary renewal. In Autumn, a further
document will be presented to deanery conferences for prayerful consideration and
discussion. This will offer reflections looking towards the practical implementation of
Called to Bear Fruit across the parishes and communities of the Archdiocese. The
process will continue in a synodal spirit of prayerful listening, shared participation,
and communion, attentive to the differing circumstances of each local community.

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP.
Our next meeting is Friday 7" August at 7pm in the parish hall . All

welcome!

A Talk on Edith Stein/St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross by Jeremy Rowe

Friday, August 14th. 6pm. St. Thomas's Church Hall.

Edith was born into a large German Jewish family. At 15 she left school, declaring
herself an atheist. A decade later she was a Doctor of Philosophy. 5 years later she
had become a Catholic. In 1933 she became a Nun, and in 1942 she was murdered
in Auschwitz. She was Canonised by Pope John Paul Il in 1998. Her Feast Day is
August 9., the date of her death.

If these bare facts interest you, please come and fill out her life with us.

St Thomas of Canterbury Church Shop need part time and reserve Volunteers.
Please contact Pat Moore, Tel. 07753958729.

Enjoying God’s Creation: A summer retreat day at Minster Abbey on August 29t
led by Eddie Gilmore. Contact: gileag@gmail.com www.eddiegilmore.org

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill

An e-action link is now available, by which people can write to their MPs, asking
them to vote against the Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill, which will have its
second reading on 11 September. The link is at: https:/righttolife.org.uk/
Sept11vote. You may also wish to make a statement within your own Diocese, to
encourage the clergy and people to contact their MPs between now and Sept.

CELEBRATE Summer Family faith resources: Created to equip and encourage
families in sharing faith with their children.
Revised Summer family activity pack - families can choose from faith filled activities,

support for family prayer, books for different ages and film suggestions.
Summer Psalm Walk - designed to help families explore Psalm 139 whilst they walk
in their local park or on holiday.

The Divine Mercy Apostolate, London is holding a Celebration of St Faustina
Birthday at Aylesford Priory, Aylesford, Kent on Bank Holiday Monday 31 August
2025 from 10:30 am to 4pm. The reflection day will include teachings on the
Message of Divine Mercy, Holy Mass, Hour of Mercy with Adoration and
Benediction and Veneration of the Image of Merciful Jesus. All welcome. Call Millie
on WhatsApp 07957594646 for more information.

800t ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF ST FRANCIS

In the months leading up to 4th October our parish will celebrate the 800th
anniversary of the death of St Francis. Pope Leo has designated 2026 as a Year of
St Francis with Plenary Indulgence, under the usual conditions, see https:/
press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/
pubblico/2026/01/16/260116¢.html. We will make a day-pilgrimage to the
Franciscan Capuchin Friary at Erith near Dartford on 22n¢ August 2026 More
information, booking forms and reservations contact HELEN NATTRASS on email
helennattrass@btinternet.com or phone 07803 612556

THE PLENARY INDULGENCE CELEBRATING ST FRANCIS

At the beginning of August, the Church celebrates the Pardon of Assisi, or the
Portiuncula indulgence. From noon on 1st August until midnight on 2nd August, the
faithful may obtain a plenary indulgence, under the usual conditions, by making a
devout visit to a parish or Franciscan church and reciting the Our Father, the Creed
and pray for the Holy Father's intentions. This year, there is an additional plenary
indulgence attached to the year of St Francis. It may be obtained, under the usual
conditions, by those who make a pilgrimage to a Franciscan conventual church, or
to a place of worship dedicated or otherwise connected to St Francis; there they are
to spend time in prayer and meditation, praying especially for charity, concord and
peace. The indulgence may also be applied in suffrage for the faithful departed.

Requesting Mass for a Particular Intention

Itis a long-established and laudable Catholic custom to ask that Mass be offered for
a particular intention. Every Mass is offered for the glory of God and the salvation of
the world; nevertheless, the priest may also offer the Mass for a specific intention. In
this parish, Mass intentions are usually published in the newsletter. Anyone may
request that Mass be offered for a particular intention. Masses are commonly
offered for the welfare of an individual or family, in thanksgiving, for a special need,
or for the repose of the soul of someone who has died. When requesting a Mass, it
is customary to make an offering as a sign of one’s particular participation in the
offering of the Mass and in support of the Church’s ministry. This offering is not a
payment for the Mass but a gift directly to the priest, and no one is obliged to make
one. The suggested offering is £10; some give less, some give more, and some are
unable to give anything. Please never feel that a Mass cannot be offered for your
intention because of financial difficulty. The grace of the Mass is never bought or
sold. Its true price has already been paid for us in the saving death and resurrection
of the Lord Jesus. Mass intention envelopes and request forms are available in the
Narthex or from the Parish Office.




