NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN'’S, HERSDEN, KENT

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ

Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Web Site: https.//stthomasofcanterbury.com
Facebook: St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest:

Assistant Priest:

Parish Administrator:

Fr Michael Etuka

Canon Anthony Charlton

Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)

Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher:

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN

East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH
Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk

ST THOMAS’ (All Masses are Livestreamed)
6.00pm (Vigil): Marcus Pinto RIP

Sunday 4th Jan: 2nd Sunday after the Nativity
8.00am: People of the Parish
9.30am: Yuandie Gu - RIP

Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD
11.00am: David Tulley - RIP
12:30pm: Baptism of Rosa Farmer, Dawson Price-tupper and Zofia
6.00pm: Luis Goraterol Herrera - RIP

Jn 1:1-18

Monday 5th Jan: Feria of Christmas Time Mt 4: 12-17, 23-25
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration

12 noon: Antony K J - welfare

(Vigil Mass at St Dunstan'’s for the Epiphany at 6pm)

Tuesday 6th Jan: THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

9.30am: Filipino Community

12 noon: Thomas Kirby - RIP

8.00pm: Chrystalla - RIP

Mk 6: 34-44

Wednesday 7th Jan: St Raymond of Penyafort Mk 6: 45-52
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration

12 noon: Thresyamma Joseph - RIP

Thursday 8th Jan: Feria of Christmas Time Lk 4: 14-22
7.30am: Deceased Clergy

12 noon: Tony Phan - RIP

Friday 9th Jan: Feria of Christmas Time Lk 5:12-16
12 noon: Deceased members of the Pereira and Pinto Families
Saturday 10th Jan: Feria of Christmas Time Jn 3: 22-30
9.00am: Baptism Preparation Meeting

9.00am: First Holy Communion Session in the Hall

10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation

12 noon: Jadon Pereira - birthday wishes

4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper Room

6.00pm (Vigil): Ignatius Dempsey - RIP

Sunday 11th Jan: The Baptism of the Lord
8.00am: Charles and Victoria O’Grady - RIP
9.30am: Ruben Ramirez - RIP

Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD
11.00am: Deceased members of the Evans/Quinn Families
4.00pm: Confirmation Session in the Hall
6.00pm: People of the Parish

Mt 3: 13-17

ST DUNSTAN’S
Sunday Mass at 10am

Sunday 4th Jan: 2nd Sunday after the Nativity
10.00am: People of the Parish

Jn 1: 1-18

Mon, 5th Jan: 6.00pm: Vigil Mass of the Epiphany of the Lord

Sunday 11th Jan: The Baptism of the Lord
10.00am: People of the Parish

Mt 3: 13-17

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES

Please remember in your prayers:

St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price,
Brian Wicker, Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton, Therese
Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane, Pat Andrews,
Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha, Marjery
Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Mary De
Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, David Lewis, John
Mathew, Jean Matthews, Chris Smith, Tom Hill, Geraldine Ross, Anne
Robinson, Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd, Anne, David Man
-Cheung, Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton, Fermina Ortega,
Alice Mathai, Elizabeth Murphy, Kevin Nuttal and Angela Nichols.

St Dunstan’s: Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete
Couvill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug, Ryan Joyce

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

St Thomas’: Sylvia Manuell, Betty Mills, Theresa Penman, Helen Evans,
Constance Weight, Tom Carr, Simon Galt, Eugene Deque, Rafael Pascal
De Leon, Aurora Dawson, Jean Lee, Judith Parsons, John Kirwan, Evelyn
Brooks, Mary Lyons, Viola Bashir, Edward Cody, Noreen Egan, Hilary
McKernan and Marcus Pinto.

St Dunstan’s: Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster , Sr Marian
McCouaig

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in January 2026:
William Richards

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:
This weekend: 03/04 January 2026: No Second Collection this weekend
Next Weekend: 10/11 January 2026: No Second Collection this weekend

St Thomas’ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation
meeting will be on Saturday, 10th January at 9.00 am in
the Presbytery. Places are limited so call or email the office
to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance

(available from office, online or in the Narthex)




From Fr Anthony

:0n New Year’s Day in 1960 | vividly remember, as a boy, of going to the local shop to buy a comic. As | went out
1on this bright sunlit morning, | had a real feeling that today | will enjoy every moment as gift. | will make the

1

:most of it. If I do this today, living totally in the present, then the rest of the year will be a true blessing for me.

iOn this first weekend of 2026 my prayer is that | will have the grace to live in God’s gift of the present
'moment. We are still in the Christmas season and the Gospel reading for this Sunday is the prologue of St John.
:John calls us to live in the presence of Jesus. Jesus is present to us, He is in our lives. “And the Word became
'flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth”

1
'Let this year for us be a time to better acquainted with the living reality that is Jesus. How do we do this?

iFirstIy, by spending time with Jesus in prayer every day. | suggest setting aside twenty minutes at the beginning
'of each day. Then read God’s Word every day. Perhaps this could be reading the Gospel of the day as found in
'the Mass of the day. There are numerous ways to find the readings. Here is one: https://www.vaticannews.va/
'en/word-of-the-day.html.

ilt is important too for us to rediscover silence. We need to guard our minds from the business and anxiety that
(distracts us by making time for silence in our day. Reducing pure consumption of mass media helps to avoid the
1access of information that only confuses the mind and paralyses the will. At all times let us open ourselves up to
.the will of God. As we read in | Thess.4:3 “This is the will of God, your holiness (sanctification)”. Our prayer can

.be “Lord show me what you want from me.”
1

\Lastly, live a life that takes the incarnation of our God seriously by attending Mass, frequenting the sacraments
.and finding a way to care for the poor, for they are Christ in a special way. Perhaps to read Pope Leo XIV’s first
:Apostolic Exhortation, “Dilexi Te” written on the feast of St Francis last October. It sees the love of Christ
\incarnated in love for the poor, in caring for the sick, opposing slavery, defending women who experience
iexclusion and violence, making education available to all, accompanying migrants, charitable giving, working for
:equality and more.

ST THOMAS'’ PARISH MATTERS

PAX CHRISTI Peace Sunday is the 18th January 2026. Envelopes
will be available if people wish support the work of Pax Christi.
Please return envelopes in the Sunday collection.

The Funeral Mass of Hilary McKernan will be held on Friday 16th January
2026 at 12 noon.

- Fr Gregorium Ziobro, of the Congregation of Michael the Archangel, will
POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 2026 be staying with us from 2 January 2026 until 15th February 2026 to

For prayer with the Word of God. improve his English language skills. We welcome him to our parish.
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives
and a source of hope in our communities, helping us to build a more
fraternal and missionary Church.

Youth Club News: We'll be back on Sunday, January 25th at 4pm, and we can’t
wait to see everyone again!

The Parish Pastoral Council will meet on Monday 19th January. If you would like
to bring something to the attention of the council, please leave a message for
Canon Anthony or John Renn (Chair) at the Presbytery

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk or jrennstthomas@gmail.com

HCPT Group 587 Dates for your diary 2026 : 14t March Fashion Show. 21/22th
to 28/29t August Summer Pilgrimage to Lourdes . Find out more from Fr
Anthony, Roxy (07852 538576) or Annie (07866 515797)

'Save the date’: Quiz night (£5 per person) on Saturday, 24 January 26, 7-
9.30pm. (Details in January). Raising money for the Canterbury Trail event

Sacrament of Confirmation in 2026 - there is an on-line parent's meeting on 7th
January 2026 at 7pm. A Zoom link will be issued before the date. The first session
for the young people will be Saturday 11th January 2026 at 4pm in the church hall.

Canon Anthony & Fr Michael thank you for all your gift and cards and
Hall Toilets We are considering the refurbishment of our hall toilets - please let us we wish you every blessing for the New Year.

know what you think about them using this link for feedback:
https://stthomasofcanterbury.com/survey/ Thank you.




