
 

 

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS 

 From Fr Anthony 

ST THOMAS’  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):  People of the Parish 

  
Sunday 28th Dec: HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

  Mt 2: 13-15, 19-23 

8.00am: Aurora Dawson - RIP 

9.30am: Athena Berba - RIP 

 Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD 
11.00am: David  Heap - RIP 

6.00pm: Somy Jacob 

 

Monday 29th December: St Thomas of Canterbury Lk 22: 24-30 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon: Antony K J - welfare 

7.30pm: Sung Vespers in Canterbury Cathedral 
 

Tuesday 30th Dec: 6th Day in Octave of Christmas Lk2:36-40 

12 noon: Deceased members of the Dillon & Murphy Families  

7.30pm:  Charismatic Prayer Group in recess until 13th Jan 2026 

 

Wednesday 31st Dec: 7th Day in Octave of Christmas  Jn1: 1-18 

10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon: Friends of the suffering souls 

11.15pm: For the People of the Parish  

 

Thursday 1st January 2026:  Mary, Mother of God Lk 2: 16-21 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

10.00am: Deceased Clergy 

 

Friday 2nd January: Sts Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen 

  Jn 1: 19-28 

12 noon: Kim Johnson - RIP  

   

Saturday 3rd January:  Feria of Christmas Jn 1: 29-34 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation & Adoration 

12 noon: Libin Mathai - thanksgiving 

4.30 - 5.30pm:  Reconciliation 

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper Room 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Joel Pinto - Welfare 

  
Sunday 4th January:  2nd Sunday after the Nativity Jn 1: 1-18 

8.00am: People of the Parish 

9.30am: YuanJie Gu - RIP 

 Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD 
11.00am: David  Tulley - RIP 

12:30pm: Baptism of Rosa Farmer, Dawson Price-Tupper and Zofia 

6.00pm: Luis Goraterol Herrera - RIP 

 

 St  Thomas’ Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing 
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation 
meeting will be on Saturday, 10th January at 9.00 am in 
the Presbytery.  Places are limited so call or email the office 
to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance 
(available from office, online or in the Narthex) 

ST DUNSTAN’S 

Sunday Mass at 10am 

 

Sunday 28th Dec: HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

  Mt 2: 13-15, 19-23 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

 

Sunday 4th January:  2nd Sunday after the Nativity Jn 1: 1-18 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT 
 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY   ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN 
 59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ    East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH 
 Telephone: 01227 462896   Telephone: 01227 462896 
 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk 
 Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com 
 Facebook:   St Thomas of Canterbury 

 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
 Assistant Priest: Fr Michael Etuka email:  michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk 
 Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)  
 Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm 
 St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon 
 University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
 St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher:  
 St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

NEWSLETTER 

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:   27/28 December 2025: No Second Collection this weekend 
Next Weekend:  03/04 January 2026: No Second Collection this weekend 

This  Monday, 29th December,  we will be celebrating the Solemnity of Thomas Becket. We will be singing Vespers in the crypt 
of Canterbury Cathedral at 7:30pm. What is the significance of Thomas Becket?  As Archbishop of Canterbury, he championed 
the rights of the Church against encroachments by the monarchy. His conflict with King Henry II arose over the Constitutions 
of Clarendon (1164), a set of laws intended to reduce ecclesiastical privileges and bring clergy under royal authority. Becket’s 
refusal to accept these reforms symbolised the struggle between Church and State in medieval Europe.  It was during the 
early evening of 29th December 1170 that he was set upon by four knights loyal to King who interpreted King Henry's 
frustration with Becket as a call to action. They came upon the Archbishop in a side chapel of the Cathedral  and demanded 
the absolution of bishops that Thomas had excommunicated, but he refused. It seems that the knights left the Cathedral for a 
short time, then returned with a band of armed men and tried to drag the Archbishop outside but could not manage it. They 
eventually killed him where he stood. Becket is said to have died like a true saint. According to his cross bearer, Edward Grim, 
who was an eyewitness to the crime and was himself wounded in the struggle, Becket commended  his cause to God and 
accepted death 'in the name of Jesus and in defence of the Church'. His death was seen as a sacrifice for the independence of 
the Church and made him a symbol of resistance to tyranny. His shrine in Canterbury Cathedral became one of the most 
important pilgrimage sites in medieval Europe and he remained one of the most popular English saints until Henry VIII, during 
the Protestant Reformation, desecrated his shrine, destroyed his bones, and ordered that all mention of his name be 
obliterated.  In our Martyr's Chapel we are fortunate to retains the relic of a piece of finger bone, presented in 1953,  and 
which originated in the Cistercian monastery of Pontigny where St Thomas stayed during his years of exile.  An additional relic 
was obtained in the late 19th Century and consists of a further fragment of bone and by and a piece of Becket’s vestment .     
O God, our strength and our salvation, you called your servant Thomas Becket to be a shepherd of your people and a defender 
of your church; Keep your household from all evil and raise up faithful pastors and leaders who are wise in the ways of the 
gospel; through Jesus Christ, the shepherd of our souls, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR  JANUARY 2026 
To pray with the Word of God, emphasizing its nourishment for our lives an

d its role in building a more fraternal and missionary Church. .  

Please remember in your prayers:  
St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price, 
Brian Wicker, Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton, Therese 
Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane, Pat Andrews, 
Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha,  Marjery 
Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Mary De 
Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, David Lewis, John 
Mathew, Jean Matthews, Chris Smith, Tom Hill, Geraldine Ross, Anne 
Robinson, Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd, Anne, David Man
-Cheung,  Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton, Fermina Ortega, 
Alice Mathai ,Elizabeth Murphy, Kevin Nuttal, Marcus Pinto and Angela 
Nichols 
St Dunstan’s:  Kay Gandon , Miguel  Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete 
Covill, Eileen Brown and Mo, Doug, Ryan Joyce  
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
St Thomas’: Sylvia Manuell, Betty Mills, Theresa Penman, Helen Evans, 
Constance Weight, Tom Carr, Simon Galt, Eugene Deque, Rafael Pascal 
De Leon, Aurora Dawson, Jean Lee, Judith Parsons, John Kirwan, Evelyn 
Brooks, Mary Lyons, Viola Bashir, Edward Cody, Noreen Egan and Hilary 
McKernan 
St Dunstan’s:  Sr Stanislaus and Sr Edith 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in January 2026: 
William Richards 

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 

Youth Club News:  We’ll be back on Sunday, January 25th at 4pm, and 
we can’t wait to see everyone again! 

Monday, 29th Dec ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY  
(Diocesan and Parish Patron) 

Reconciliation:  10.30am - 11.30am  Mass:12 noon  
SOLEMN VESPERS:   7.30pm in Canterbury Cathedral Crypt 

 

'Save the date’: Quiz night (£5 per person) on Saturday, 24 January 26, 7-
9.30pm.  (Details in January). Raising money for the Canterbury Trail event in our 
Parish. 

Join our pilgrimage to Lourdes travelling overnight by luxury coach from 9 to 14 
February 2026.   It is always a beautiful and deeply spiritual experience soaking in 
the Spirit of Jesus as we travel to honour Our Blessed Mother.   Travel, full board 
and program cost £590. Call Millie on 07957594646 for more info.  

Archbishop John Wilson has written a pastoral letter to be read 
at all Masses this coming Sunday, the Feast of the Holy Family. 
Copies are available in the Narthex or online at the Diocesan 
website: https://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/. 
 
Congratulations to Canon Gerard Bradley who has been 
appointed as an Auxiliary Bishop of our Diocese. His  Episcopal 
Ordination will be  on Monday 2nd February 2026 at St George’s 
Cathedral. 
 
Congratulations to a former priest of our Diocese, Bishop 
Richard Moth, who will be installed as Archbishop of Westminster on 
Saturday 14th February 2026 at Westminster Cathedral.  
 

Saturday 3rd January 2026 3pm 
NAVITAS 

Poetry for Christmas and the Epiphany with gong interludes. Local writer 
David Broadbridge reads seasonal poetry; gong interludes by Helen 
Nattrass. Lasts about 45 minutes  

Free - retiring collection for the upkeep of the church. 
 

 

Thank you to all have 
helped to prepare the 

church and the liturgy 
for the celebration of  the 

wonderful feast of 
Christmas. 

 
Canon Anthony and Father Michael 

 

OFFICE HOURS BETWEEN CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR:  The 
office is closed  from Monday 29th December 2025 up to and 
including Friday, 2nd January 2026; reopening Monday, 5th January 

Fr Anthony & Fr Michael would like to thank you very much for your 
very kind & generous Christmas offerings. 

HCPT Group 587 Dates for your diary 2026 : 14th March Fashion Show.  21/22th 
to  28/29th August   Summer  Pilgrimage to Lourdes . Find out more from Fr 
Anthony, Roxy (07852 538576) or Annie (07866 515797) 

Save the date Epiphany Bakes 4th January 2026:  Celebrate Epiphany by 
sharing your Epiphany bakes with our parish in the hall donations welcome on the 
day.  There will also be a Chalk blessing.  More details to follow.   

Congratulations to Alexander Muir and Maria-Christina Shinto who received their St 
Stephen’s Medals on the Feast of St Stephen, 26th December 2025. 
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