
 

 

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS 

 From Fr Anthony 

ST THOMAS’  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):  William Humphries - RIP 

 

Sunday 7th Dec: 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A) Mt 3: 1-12 

8.00am: Victor and Molly Drew - RIP 

9.30am:  People of the Parish 

 Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD  
10.30am - 1.00pm:  Christmas Fair in the Church Hall 
11.00am: Mary, Vincent and Family 

6.00pm: Maureen and Syd Pepper - RIP 

 

Monday 8th December:  The Immaculate Conception of the   
                         Blessed Virgin Mary Lk 1: 26-38 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon: Olwen Dixon - RIP (Foundation Mass) 
7.00pm: Private Intention 

 

Tuesday 9th Dec:  Sts John Roberts, Polydore Plasden &    
               Eustace White Mt 18: 12-14 

7.30am: Holy Souls 

12 noon: NO MASS 

7.00pm: RCIA in the hall 
7.30pm:  Charismatic Prayer Group meets in the Upper Room  

Wednesday 10th Dec:  Our Lady of Loreto Mt 11: 28-30 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon:  Thanksgiving for the George Family 

 Refreshments in the Hall after Mass 

7.00pm: Prayer and Pub in the church 

Thursday 11th Dec: St Damasus Mt 11: 11-15 

7.30am:  Spencer and Ekatarina’s intentions 

12 noon:  Hubert Schlarmann - RIP 

 Scripture Group after Mass in the Upper Room 

 

Friday 12th Dec:  Our Lady of Guadalupe Mt 11: 16-19 

7.45: Morning Prayer and Rosary (also live-streamed) 
12 noon: Christopher Bradley - RIP 

 Adoration and Benediction  

 

Saturday 13th Dec:  St Lucy Mt 17: 10-21 

9.00am: First Holy Communion Session in the Hall 
10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon:  Isabella Hirlemann 

4.30 - 5.30pm:  Reconciliation 

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper Room 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Mary O’Donnell - RIP 

  
Sunday 14th Dec:  3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A) Mt 11: 2-11 

                GAUDETE SUNDAY 

8.00am: Sarah Dawson - RIP 

9.30am:  Ruben Ramirez Guerrero - RIP 

 Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD 
11.00am: Mary O’Donnell - RIP 

6.00pm: Brenda Coleman - RIP 

St  Thomas’ Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing 
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation 
meeting will be on Saturday, 10 January 2026 at 9.00 am 
in the Presbytery.  Places are limited so call or email the 
office to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance 
(available from office, online or in the Narthex) 

ST DUNSTAN’S 

Sunday Mass at 10am 

 

Sunday 7th Dec: 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A) Mt 3: 1-12 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

 

Thursday, 11th Dec, 2-4pm Christmas Fair at St Anne’s Convent  
 

Sunday 14th Dec:  3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (A) Mt 11: 2-11 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT 
 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY   ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN 
 59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ    East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH 
 Telephone: 01227 462896   Telephone: 01227 462896 
 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk 
 Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com 
 Facebook:   St Thomas of Canterbury 

 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
 Assistant Priest: Fr Michael Etuka email:  michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk 
 Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)  
 Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm 
 St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon 
 University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
 St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher:  
 St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

NEWSLETTER 

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:  06/07 December 2025: Saint Vincent de Paul 
Next Weekend:  13/14 December 2025: Prison Sunday (PACT) 

In the first reading of today’s scriptures for the Second Sunday of Advent we hear the following words from the 
prophet Isaiah “On that day: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
shall bear fruit.” Isaiah 11:1 prophesies the coming of a Messiah from the line of Jesse, the father of King David, 
who will emerge from a seemingly hopeless or dead "stump" to bring a new era of justice and peace. The verse 
uses the imagery of a "shoot" or "branch" sprouting from a tree stump to symbolize new life and a renewed 
kingdom emerging from the downfall of David's house, offering hope for a future leader who will restore the 
people. We see the prophesied figure to be Jesus Christ.   In the Roman missal which is the book of prayers used 
by the priest while celebrating Mass there is at the beginning of the Advent section a beautiful a copy of “The Tree 
of Jesse” which is a full-page miniature in the Ingeborg Psalter, an illuminated manuscript created in Northern 
France around 1200. This image depicts the genealogical lineage of Christ, as foretold by Isaiah, connecting 
Jesus to the House of David and Abraham. In our own Canterbury Cathedral there is a medieval stained-glass 
window depicting the Tree of Jesse, showing the genealogy of Christ from Jesse of Bethlehem. Due to historical 
damage, only two medieval panels remain intact: a figure of King Josiah and the Virgin Mary. You can find this in 
the Corona of the Cathedral.  
This Advent we are going to create our own Jesse tree using the Christmas tree that has been kindly donated by a 
young couple from our parish. Our children have been drawing images that will be hung from the branches of the 
tree depicting the story of salvation. These are of biblical figures and events that represent Jesus's ancestors and 
the salvation history leading up to his birth. Some images will include the Creation, Noah's Ark, Jacob's ladder, 
Joseph Coat of Many Colours , the Ten Commandments, David's sling, the stump and shoot for Jesse, and Mary 
and the child Jesus at the top. 
Lord God, Our hearts long for your coming.  We wait to joyfully welcome you. 
Father in Heaven, soon the glory of your son, Jesus will make the night bright with light. Prepare our hearts and 
minds. Amen. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR  DECEMBER 2025 
For Christians in areas of conflict 

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the 
Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.  

Please remember in your prayers:  
St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price, 
Brian Wicker, Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton, Therese 
Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane, Pat Andrews, 
Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha,  Marjery 
Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Mary De 
Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, David Lewis, John 
Mathew, Jean Matthews, Chris Smith, Tom Hill, Geraldine Ross, Anne 
Robinson, Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd, Anne, David Man
-Cheung,  Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton, Fermina Ortega, 
Alice Mathai, Elizabeth Murphy and Hilary McKernan 
St Dunstan’s:  Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete 
Covill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug, Ryan Joyce  
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
St Thomas’: Sylvia Manuell, Betty Mills, Theresa Penman, Helen Evans, 
Constance Weight, Tom Carr, Simon Galt, Eugene Deque, Rafael Pascal 
De Leon, Aurora Dawson, Jean Lee, Judith Parsons, John Kirwan, Evelyn 
Brooks, Mary Lyons, Viola Bashir, Edward Cody and Noreen Egan 
St Dunstan’s:  Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster and Sr 
Marian McCouaig 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in December 2025: 
Jean Boyce 

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 

2nd Col.: Prison Sunday (PACT) 

2nd Col.: SVP 

CONFIRMATION:  Our 2026 Confirmation Programme starts on 11th January 
2026.at 4pm in the Parish Hall.  Our initial parents’ meeting will be online on 
Wednesday, 7 January at 7pm.  Forms together with Baptismal Certificates must be 
returned to the Parish Office on for before Friday, 12 December 2025 

Hall Toilets  We are considering the refurbishment of our hall toilets - please let us 
know what you think about them using this link for feedback:  
https://stthomasofcanterbury.com/survey/                                        Thank you. 

MEMORY TREES: will be situated either side of our Crib from next Sunday. 
Hanging labels are provided for you to write the names of deceased loved ones.  
At this time of the Year,  we also look forward to Our Lord’s Second Coming.  

ALTAR SERVERS MEETING AND PRACTICE:  We are having a meeting for any 
new and all existing Altar Servers on Friday, 19th December 2025 from 6.00 pm  
to 7.30 pm.  New Altar servers and current servers under the age of 16 years must 
please be accompanied by their parent/guardian.  

Youth Club News:  A big thank-you to the 21 amazing children who joined us last 
Sunday. We’re also so grateful to all our wonderful volunteers—and to our Lord—
for making the session such a joyful time together.  This Sunday, our children will 
be running a little cake stand at the Parish Christmas Fair. We’d love it if our lovely 
parishioners could show their support by treating themselves to something sweet! 
Just a reminder: there’s no youth club in December. We’ll be back on Sunday, 
January 25th at 4pm, and we can’t wait to see everyone again! 

100 Club  Thank you to all those who have renewed your subscriptions and to our 
newcomers.   There are still many people who were members last year and who 
have not let us know about 2026. If you would still like to subscribe and support our 
fundraising initiative, please contact Linda in the office this coming week. 
 

100 Club winners for November:    Well done: P Ventress and T Grace 

St Vincent de Paul says thank you The November collection raised £1384.93. 
Thank you so much for your generosity and for other donations that we have 
received. During November we gave out £620 in supermarket vouchers. We bought 
an oil filled radiator and a new winter coat. With the generous support of our SVP 
District and Central Councils and a grant from the Catholic Housing Aid Society, we 
were able to clear a family’s rent arrears. This will enable them to apply to move to 
a more suitable location. Charity Art Sale at Aylesford:  On Sunday 21 December 2025  from 9.30am - 

1.30pm at The Yard Workshop, Aylesford Priory,  An art exhibition by members and 
friends of the Maltfriscan Community. marking the 800th anniversary of St Francis 
of Assisi's ‘Canticle of Creatures’, celebrating God's creation; including children’s 
art activities . Original icons, artworks, cards and stocking fillers for sale. All 
proceeds to HCPT - Group 214 (Faversham) 

The Parish Pastoral Council would like all parishioners to be aware that we will 
have sung Vespers in the Western Crypt of the Cathedral on Monday 29th 
December at 7.30pm on the Feast of Saint Thomas Becket.  “Hear us” is an 
exhibition of Questions to God by marginalised groups from the UK set in a graffiti 
art style. Whilst there is only one piece in the Western Crypt, which is reserved for 
prayer, the Eastern Crypt, where we will process to the original location of St. 
Thomas’ Shrine, is the main focus of the exhibition. Some people find the staging of 
this exhibition in the sacred space of the Cathedral inappropriate. Art divides 
opinions.                                                 John Renn, Chair for the PPC 

'Save the date’: Quiz night (£5 per person) on Saturday, 24 January 26, 7-9.30pm.  
(Details in January). Raising money for the Canterbury Trail event in our Parish. 

The last Scripture Group meeting before Christmas will be on December 11th and 
we shall start again in January 8th.  

Wintertime 2026: Friday 2nd – Sunday 4th January  Cost £139:  Ages 11 – 15. 
This initiative is an offshoot of Summertime  2025. For altars servers and those who 
attend Sunday Mass regularly aged 11 -15. See poster for details.  Forms will be 
available, or you can contact Fr. Stephen Boyle, dartford@rcaos.org.uk.  It takes 
place at Westminster Pastoral centre, Pinner. Names need to be known by 15th 
December, and forms received by Fr. Stephen Boyle by the 20th December. There 
are limited numbers, so we recommend booking early to book a place. A coach will 
be put on from St. Anselm’s Dartford at a cost of £20 return.  

The funeral Mass for the late Noreen Egan will take place here in St Thomas’ on 
Monday, 15 December 2025 at 12 noon. 

CHURCH CLEANING FOR CHRISTMAS - We are seeking volunteers to help 
clean the church in preparation for Christmas on Saturday, 20th December from 
10am to 1.30pm (breaking for Mass at 12 noon).  This includes general dusting and 
polishing, window cleaning and polishing of brassware so we will find a suitable 
task for all who can join us.  
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