NEWSLETTER

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ

Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Web Site: https.//stthomasofcanterbury.com
Facebook: St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest:

Assistant Priest:

Parish Administrator:

Fr Michael Etuka

Canon Anthony Charlton

Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)

Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher:

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN'’S, HERSDEN, KENT

ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN

East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH
Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk

ST THOMAS’ (All Masses are Livestreamed)

2nd Col.: SVP

Sunday 16th Nov: 33rd Sun in Ordinary Times (C) Lk 21: 5-19
8.00am: Thanksgiving
9.30am: Ofelia Salgado Gomez - RIP
Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD
11.00am: Eugene Deque - RIP
12:15 - 13:30: Parish Annual General Meeting in the hall
2.00pm: Baptism of George Carty-Caraballo
6.00pm: People of the Parish

6.00pm (Vigil): Rita Dempsey - RIP

Monday 17th Nov: Feria Lk 18: 35-43
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration
12 noon: All priests in purgatory

Tuesday 18th Nov: Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts Peter and

Paul Lk 19: 1-10

12 noon: Syl Levins - RIP
7.00pm:  RCIA in the hall
7.30pm:  Charismatic Prayer Group meets in the Upper Room
Wednesday 19th Nov: Feria Lk 19: 11-28
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration
12 noon: Holy Souls

Refreshments in the Hall after Mass
7.00pm:  Prayer and Pub in the church
Thursday 20th Nov: Feria Lk 19: 41-44
7.30am:  Welfare of Claire Quighy
12 noon: John Gray - RIP

NO Scripture Group this week only

Friday 21st Nov: Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Lk 19: 45-48
Morning Prayer and Rosary (also live-streamed)
Maurice Silcock - RIP
Adoration and Benediction

7.45:
12 noon:

Saturday 22nd Nov: St Cecilia Lk 20: 27-40
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation

12 noon: Gill Family - RIP (Foundation Mass)

4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation

4.30pm:  Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper Room
6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish

Sunday 23rd Nov: OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST KING OF THE
UNIVERSE (C) Lk 23: 35-43

8.00am: Thanksgiving - Antony Family
9.30am: Thanksgiving
Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD
11.00am: Nicola Batchelor - RIP
4.00pm:  Polish Community Mass
6.00pm: David Tully - RIP

2nd Col.: Catholic Youth Services |

ST DUNSTAN’S
Sunday Mass at 10am

Sunday 16th Nov: 33rd Sun in Ordinary Times (C) Lk 21: 5-19
10.00am: People of the Parish
Sunday 23rd Nov: CHRIST THE KING (C) Lk 23: 35-43

10.00am: People of the Parish

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES

Please remember in your prayers:

St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price,
Brian Wicker, Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton, Therese
Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane, Pat Andrews,
Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha, Marjery
Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Mary De
Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, David Lewis, John
Mathew, Jean Matthews, Chris Smith, Tom Hill, Geraldine Ross, Anne
Robinson, Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd, Anne, David Man
-Cheung, Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton, Fermina Ortega,
Alice Mathai, Elizabeth Murphy and Hilary McKernan

St Dunstan’s: Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete
Couvill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug, Ryan Joyce

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

St Thomas’: Sr Anne Brossa, lvy Gorman, Fr Paddy Canon, William
Richards, Sister Elizabeth Mullen, Joseph Devlin, Ben Wright, Mary
Reynolds, Sylvia Quinones, Maria Goard, Marie Strong, Audrey Green, Sr
Maria Douherty, Canon Francis Mooney, Fr Sunith Nonis, Mgr Canon John
O'Toole, Sylvia Manuell, Betty Mills, Theresa Penman, Helen Evans,
Constance Weight, Tom Carr, Simon Galt, Eugene Deque, Rafael Pascal
De Leon, Aurora Dawson, Jean Lee, Judith Parsons, John Kirwan, Evelyn
Brooks, Mary Lyons, Viola Bashir and Edward Cody

St Dunstan’s: Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster and Sr
Marian McCouaig

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in October 2025:
Christopher Walter and Pietro Rencricca

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:
This weekend: 15/16 November 2025: Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Next Weekend: 22/23 November 2025: Catholic Youth Services

St Thomas’ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation
meeting will be on Saturday, 6 December 2025 at 9.00 am
in the Presbytery. Places are limited so call or email the
office to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance

(available from office, online or in the Narthex)




From Fr Anthony

|l moved to Canterbury at the beginning of September 2014 to take up my appointment as parish priest of St Thomas of
ICanterbury, having spent the previous thirty-eight years living and working as a priest in London. Only a year earlier, Pope
.FranC|s had published his first Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium—The Joy of the Gospel.

|ThIS weekend, as parish priest, | will give my report at our Annual General Meeting. For me, this is not only an opportunity to
;reflect on this special year, but also to look back over my time here with you. | want to do so in the light of the Holy Father’s

|reflect|ons on the Joy of the Gospel.

|Th|s year, some of you have taken part in the “Called to Bear Fruit” consultation. The Archbishop will soon publish the results.
1 This consultation is part of the ongoing renewal that wiII I hope help us become more effective missionary disciples of Jesus
IChnst within the Diocese of Southwark. That phrase - “missionary disciples”- comes directly from Evangelll Gaudium. But
Imany of us still ask, ‘how can we, as a parish community, make the sharing of the Gospel a real priority in our daily life?’

.If we look back to the early Church, described in the Acts of the Apostles, we find four essential marks of Christian life: “They
1devoted themselves to the apostles,’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42).

1

1So we should ask ourselves:

Are we listening to the apostles’ teaching?

How effective is our preaching and our catechesis?

What is our fellowship like?

e To what extent are we a true fraternal communion?

How do we care for the poor, the sick, and the bereaved?

At the heart of the parish must always be the Eucharist—the “breaking of bread.” Are we making the Eucharist truly the source
1and summit of our life together? How well do we celebrate Mass? And how do we encourage one another in our life of

\prayer?
1

|As we celebrate the 150th Anniversary of our church building in this Holy Year, | want to thank you sincerely for all you are
ldomg to grow as missionary disciples. Do not be discouraged. Remember the words of Pope Francis, “This is our definitive,
1deepest and greatest motivation, the ultimate reason and meaning behind all we do: the glory of the Father which Jesus

Isought at every moment of his life.”

'We can only be a people of prayer if we allow ourselves to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

ST THOMAS'’ PARISH MATTERS

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR NOVEMBER 2025
For the prevention of suicide
Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts might find the
support, care, and love they need in their community,
and be open to the beauty of life.

CONFIRMATION: Our 2026 Confirmation Programme starts on 11th January
2026.at 4pm in the Parish Hall. Our initial parents’ meeting will be online on
Monday 5th January at 7pm. Application forms are available online, in the Narthex
and from the Office during office hours. Forms together with Baptismal Certificates
must be returned to the Parish Office on for before Friday, 12 December 2025

NOVENA TO THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. We will be
saying a novena in the Church (and live- streamed) starting on
Saturday, 29" November and concluding on 7" December, the day
before the feast on December 8th. The novena, consisting of the
Rosary, will be said at 11.30am each weekday (Monday to
Saturday). All welcome.

100 CLUB Forms for 2026 membership are now available in the Narthex and from
the Office. £25 annual membership Please note both current and new members
must complete forms each year to comply with the Small Lottery Regulations.
Return completed forms with payment by Fri, 28 November 2025 to the office.

Christmas Fair: Sunday, 7th December 10.30 - 1.00 pm.

We would be grateful for donations for the following stalls:

Items to our raffle, unopened bottles (Wines, Spirit etc), chocolates, smellies etc.
New items for our tombola. Any contribution is appreciated. No donation is too
small. These can be left in the box in the All Saints Chapel or the church office
(during office hours). Home-made cakes (on the day please). There will be lots
more stalls and activities including Father Christmas. If you can help on the day or
would like to book a stall to promote your business (limited availability) contact
socialsstthomas@gmail.com . All money raised goes to our church projects.

Parish ‘Annual General Meeting’: Sunday 16t November in the Hall at 12.15 -
13.30. Reports: Chair of PPC, Fr. Anthony, Finance. Questions, comments from
the floor. Tea, Coffee and Biscuits served from 10.30. John Renn, Chair of the
Parish Pastoral Council

Parish Youth Club Meeting Join us on Sunday, 30th November at 4pm, as we
explore the theme of Advent and create beautiful wreaths together. We have plenty
of exciting activities planned, and we can't wait to share them with you! Thank you
again to everyone who made our first meeting so special. We look forward to
seeing you at our next gathering!

First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion Applications for 2026.

Forms for children in Year 3 and above seeking to prepare for first holy communion
in 2026 are available in the Narthex. Forms and Baptismal Certificates must
handed into the Parish office on or before 16 November 2025.

Please pray and fast for the end of abortion and euthanasia on Monday 17t
November. See attached poster. These days seem quite dark, what with Parliament
voting to partly decriminalise abortion and voting to legalise euthanasia. Please
invite others to join us in praying and fasting for life, you can do so with this link,
https://www.facebook.com/events/828656872884422”

We Drove’ the Camino! Simon Dean thanks all 26 golfers who participated in 'Drive
the Camino' at Canterbury Golf Club Driving Range on 12t November. This
included pupils from The Orion Spires Academy and The Canterbury Academy
who, with more senior golfers, helped to achieve a combined total shot length of
109.294Km in less than 3 hours. This surpassed the goal of 100Km, the distance
that Simon will be walking next April along the Camino de Santiago for the St
Vincent de Paul Society.

St Vincent de Paul says thank you The October collection raised £801.71. Thank
you so much for your generosity and for other donations that we have received.
During October we gave out £680 in supermarket vouchers. We bought and fitted
some much-needed curtains. We also bought a family a cooker. Your kindness
helps us to befriend and offer practical support to local people.

ADVENT BOOKLETS, LEAFLETS and CALENDARS are now available in the
Parish Shop.




