
 

 

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS 

 From Fr Anthony  

ST THOMAS’  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Simon & Margaret - 40th Wedding Anniversary 

7.00pm: New parishioners gathering in the hall 
 

Sunday 9th Nov: Dedication of the Lateran Basilica  Jn 2: 13-22 

8.00am: Neil Mcclellan - RIP 

9.30am:  Ruben Ramirez Guerrero - RIP 

 Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD  
11.00am: People of the Parish 

6.00pm: Allen Family - thanksgiving 

 

Monday 10th Nov:  St Leo the Great Lk 17: 1-6 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon: Funeral Mass for Edward John Cody 

 

Tuesday  11th Nov: St Martin or Tours Lk 17: 7-10 

12 noon: UCM members and their families 

7.00pm: RCIA in the hall 
7.30pm:  Charismatic Prayer Group meets in the Upper Room  

Wednesday 12th Nov: St Josaphat Lk 17: 11-19 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon:  Dr Dermot Kenny - RIP 

 Refreshments in the Hall after Mass 

7.00pm: Prayer and Pub in the church 

Thursday  13th Nov: St Francis Xavier Cabrini Lk 17: 20-25 

7.30am:  Catalina Cruz Risopatron - RIP 

12 noon:  Joseph Puthuppallil - RIP 

 NO Scripture Group this week only 

 

Friday 14th Nov:  Feria Lk 17: 26-37 

7.45: Morning Prayer and Rosary (also live-streamed) 
12 noon: Philip Craven - RIP 

 Adoration and Benediction  

 

Saturday 15th Nov:  St Albert the Great Lk 18: 1-8 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon:  John, Anastasia and Christine - RIP 

4.30 - 5.30pm:  Reconciliation 

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper Room 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Rita Dempsey - RIP 

 

Sunday 16th Nov: 33rd Sun in Ordinary Times (C) Lk 21: 5-19 

8.00am: Thanksgiving 

9.30am:  Ofelia Salgado Gomez - RIP 

 Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD 
11.00am: Eugene Deque - RIP 

12:15 - 13:30: Parish Annual General Meeting in the hall 
2.00pm:  Baptism of George Carty-Caraballo 

6.00pm: People of the Parish 

St  Thomas’ Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing 
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation 
meeting will be on Saturday, 6 December 2025 at 9.00 am 
in the Presbytery.  Places are limited so call or email the 
office to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance 
(available from office, online or in the Narthex) 

ST DUNSTAN’S 

Sunday Mass at 10am 

 

Sunday 9th Nov: Dedication of the Lateran Basilica  Jn 2: 13-22 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

 

Sunday 16th Nov: 33rd Sun in Ordinary Times (C) Lk 21: 5-19 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT 
 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY   ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN 
 59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ    East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH 
 Telephone: 01227 462896   Telephone: 01227 462896 
 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk 
 Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com 
 Facebook:   St Thomas of Canterbury 

 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
 Assistant Priest: Fr Michael Etuka email:  michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk 
 Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)  
 Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm 
 St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon 
 University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
 St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher:  
 St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

NEWSLETTER 

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:  08/09 November 2025: The Archbishop’s Appeal - towards the 
missionary work of the Archdiocese throughout South London and Kent 
Next Weekend:  15/16 November 2025: Saint Vincent de Paul Society 

On Saturday 1st November we had a wonderful celebration of Mass marking the 150th anniversary of the opening of our 
Church. I would like to thank all those who made this possible; the sacristans, the servers, the readers, the musicians and 
singers. The refreshments after Mass were great and made possible by the generosity of parishioners who prepared the hall, 
contributed food and gave of their time. The archive exhibition was a wonderful reminder of our history and legacy. 
Bishop Nicholas Hudson was the main celebrant and it was good to have Fr Daniel Weatherley and Canon Michael O’Dea, 
who have been assistant priests in the parish, concelebrating with Fr Michael and myself. As many of you know, after Bishop 
Nicholas’s ordination to the priesthood, St Thomas of Canterbury was his first appointment. In his homily he shared some of 
his memories of people he met and groups he was involved with such as the RCIA and hospital visiting. As he said, “It’s 
something about Canterbury, something about this parish, you remember the people. Those words of the hymn ring so true 
when we sing, 'I will hold your people in my heart.’ Your priests – all the priests who’ve served you here – really do hold you in 
their hearts.”  
  

He concluded his homily by saying, “I have no hesitation to say that I’ve continued to draw very deeply from all the 
experiences of my first four years of priesthood lived here at St Thomas’s. It was truly formative for me. It made me, you made 
me, in so many ways, the priest and bishop I am today. I hold the memories of my time here so very dear.  Pope Francis liked 
to say a key part of prayer is ‘grateful remembrance’. Grateful remembrance surely captures the heart of what we’re about 
today. Remembering with deep gratitude to Almighty God all that we’ve lived in this place, all that we’ve received, and, above 
all, the people, all the people he gave us to journey with and to help us find our place here in the church. What a privilege it 
has been, and still is - for the vast majority of you here today - to be and belong to the Body of Christ here in St Thomas’s! 
And for that we give the deepest of thanks this day!” 
 

This weekend, as we celebrate the solemnity of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, we pray for the us the people who 
make up the Church. 
 

“As we celebrate the dedication of the Lateran Basilica, we pray that You will increase the spirit of grace in Your Church so 
that Your faithful people may build up the heavenly Jerusalem. Through Christ, we ask that You make us living stones in the 
temple of Christ's body and help us to be a community of faith, love, and service.” 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR  NOVEMBER 2025 
For the prevention of suicide 

Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts might find the 
support, care, and love they need in their community,  

and be open to the beauty of life.  

Please remember in your prayers:  
St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price, 
Brian Wicker, Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton, Therese 
Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane, Pat Andrews, 
Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha,  Marjery 
Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Mary De 
Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, David Lewis, John 
Mathew, Jean Matthews, Chris Smith, Tom Hill, Geraldine Ross, Anne 
Robinson, Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd, Anne, David Man
-Cheung,  Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton, Fermina Ortega, 
Alice Mathai and Elizabeth Murphy 
St Dunstan’s:  Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete 
Covill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug, Ryan Joyce  
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
St Thomas’: Sr Anne Brossa, Ivy Gorman, Fr Paddy Canon, William 
Richards, Sister Elizabeth Mullen, Joseph Devlin, Ben Wright, Mary 
Reynolds, Sylvia Quinones, Maria Goard, Marie Strong, Audrey Green, Sr 
Maria Douherty, Canon Francis Mooney, Fr Sunith Nonis, Mgr Canon John 
O’Toole, Sylvia Manuell, Betty Mills, Theresa Penman, Helen Evans, 
Constance Weight, Tom Carr, Simon Galt, Eugene Deque, Rafael Pascal 
De Leon, Aurora Dawson, Jean Lee, Judith Parsons, John Kirwan, Evelyn 
Brooks, Mary Lyons, Viola Bashir and Edward Cody 
St Dunstan’s:  Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster and Sr 
Marian McCouaig 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in October 2025: 
Christopher Walter and Pietro Rencricca 

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 2nd Col.: Archbishop’s Appeal 

2nd Col.: SVP 

JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE ADVENT SERVICE AND RECEPTION 
Monday 1st December, 7:00pm – Farm Street Church, W1K 3AH 
As we begin our preparations for Advent and reflect on the Holy Family’s flight into 
exile, join the Jesuit Refugee Service for an evening of carols and a special 
performance by their refugee music group. 

Please pray and fast for the end of abortion and euthanasia on Monday 17th 
November. See attached poster. These days seem quite dark, what with Parliament 
voting to partly decriminalise abortion and voting to legalise euthanasia. Please 
invite others to join us in praying and fasting for life, you can do so with this link, 
https://www.facebook.com/events/828656872884422”  

100 CLUB Forms for 2026 membership are now available in the Narthex and from 
the Office. £25 annual membership Please note both current and new members 
must complete forms each year to comply with the Small Lottery Regulations. 
Return completed forms with payment by Fri, 28 November 2025 to the office. 

First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion Applications for 2026. 
Forms for children in Year 3 and above seeking to prepare for first holy communion 
in 2026 are available in the Narthex.  Forms and Baptismal Certificates must 
handed into the Parish office on or before 16 November 2025. 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales and Birmingham Newman 
University are conducting research into Neurodiversity and our Faith. If you are an 
adult neurodivergent Catholic or a Caregiver of a neurodivergent Catholic, we want 
to hear from you. Your experiences will help us to become more inclusive and 
responsive to your needs. To find out more and to fill in our short surveys look here: 
www.godwhospeaks.uk/neurodivergent-catholic-surveys/ 

St Thomas’ Canterbury Primary School, Canterbury, are hosting an open 
morning for prospective parents for children seeking entry to Reception in 
September 2026 on Tues 11 Nov from 9.30 to 10.30am 

Calling all Golfers! – Can you help Simon Dean to ‘Drive the Camino’ on 
Wednesday 12th November from 12noon to 3pm at Canterbury Golf Club Driving 
Range?  We hope to total with our shots the distance Simon will be walking next 
April for St Vincent de Paul  on the Camino de Santiago. There’s no charge to 
participate. Please see the Narthex for more details. Contact Simon on 07817 954 
538 or simondean002@outlook.com to register interest. 

Parish Youth Club Meeting Join us on Sunday, 30th November at 4pm, as we 
explore the theme of Advent and create beautiful wreaths together. We have plenty 
of exciting activities planned, and we can't wait to share them with you!  Thank you 
again to everyone who made our first meeting so special. We look forward to 
seeing you at our next gathering! 

Quiz night - Saturday, 15th November 
A fun family evening starting at 7.00 pm in the Church Hall. Bring a friend or join a 
table/team (max 8 per table).  BYO drinks and food. Tea, coffee and nibbles 
provided on the night.  Raffle and prize for the winner.  Advance booking is advised. 
Tickets are £5 Adult and £1 child by emailing socialstthomasrc@gmail.com.  
All funds raised are going to our parish. 

ADVENT BOOKLETS, LEAFLETS and CALENDARS are now available in the 
Parish Shop. 

Friends of Ahoto – would like to thank the parishioners for your sincere welcome 
and for your generosity. We will claim gift aid on your donations of £1,836.12 and 
have also received the good news that your donations will be matched by a 
charitable foundation. Thank you for being part of the Good News for people with 
disability in Ghana. www.ahoto.org 

Thursday Scripture Group: There will be no meeting on Thurs, 13 November  
Christmas Fair:  Sunday, 7th December 10.30 - 1.00 pm. 
We would be grateful for donations for the following stalls: 
Items to our raffle, unopened bottles (Wines, Spirit etc), chocolates, smellies etc. 
New items for our tombola. Any contribution is appreciated. No donation is too 
small. These can be left in the box in the All Saints Chapel or the church office 
(during office hours). Home-made cakes (on the day please).  There will be lots 
more stalls and activities including Father Christmas.  If you can help on the day or 
would like to book a stall to promote your business (limited availability) contact 
socialsstthomas@gmail.com .  All money raised goes to our church projects.  

Parish ‘Annual General Meeting’: Sunday 16th November in the Hall at 12.15 – 
13.30.  Reports: Chair of PPC, Fr. Anthony, Finance. Questions, comments from 
the floor.  Tea, Coffee and Biscuits served from 10.30.   John Renn, Chair of the 
Parish Pastoral Council  
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