NEWSLETTER

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ

Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Web Site: https.//stthomasofcanterbury.com
Facebook: St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest:

Assistant Priest:

Parish Administrator:

Fr Michael Ekuta

Canon Anthony Charlton

Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)

Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher:

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN'’S, HERSDEN, KENT

ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN

East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH
Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk

ST THOMAS’ (All Masses are Livestreamed)

6.00pm (Vigil): McMonogle Family’s intentions

7.15pm:  Another Day in Paradise - book presentation: E Gilmore
Sunday 26th Oct: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Times (C) Lk18: 9-14
8.00am: People of the Parish

9.30am:  Filipino Community and Families

Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD
11.00am: Tom Carr - RIP A I Friend
12.30pm: Baptism of Amira Mortimer ppeal. Friends
4.00pm:  Polish Community Mass of Ahoto
6.00pm:  Anthony Coleridge - RIP
7.15pm:  Body of John Kirwan welcomed into the church

Monday 27th Oct: Feria

10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration
12 noon: Funeral of John Kirwan

7 - 7.45pm: Meeting God in the Rosary - in church & live streamed

Lk 13: 10-17

Tuesday 28th Oct: Sts Simon and Jude Lk 6: 12-19

7.30am: David Ribbans - RIP
12 noon: NO MIDDAY MASS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
3.00pm:  Funeral of Evelyn Brooks at Barham Crematorium
7.00pm: RCIA in the hall
7.30pm:  Charismatic Prayer Group meets in the Upper Room
Wednesday 29th Oct: Feria Lk 13: 22-30
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration
12 noon: Suchada Robinson - RIP

Refreshments in the Hall after Mass
7.00pm:  Prayer and Pub in the church
Thursday 30th: Feria Lk 13: 31-35

7.30am:
12 noon:

Richard John Tank - RIP
Peter Gray & Rick Owens - RIP
Scripture Group meets in the Upper Room after Mass

Friday 31st Oct: Feria Lk 14: 1-6
7.45: Morning Prayer and Rosary (also live-streamed)
12 noon: Funeral of Judith Parsons

Adoration and Benediction

Saturday 1st November: Feria
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation
12 noon: Holy Souls - Principal celebrant Bishop Nicholas Hudson
4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation

4.30pm:  Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper Room

Lk 14: 1, 7-11

6.00pm (Vigil): Maria Sadler - RIP

Sunday 2nd Nov: All Saints (C) Mt 5: 1-12

8.00am: Teresa Kelly - RIP

9.30am: Mary and Brian George on their wedding anniversary
Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD

11.00am: Private Intentions

3.00pm: Blessing the Graves at Canterbury Cemetery

6.00pm:  Sheila Elliot & deceased members of the McGilley Fam.

NOTE: The Feast of All Souls will be celebrated on Mon, 3 Nov

ST DUNSTAN’S
Sunday Mass at 10am

Sunday 26th Oct: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Times (C) Lk18: 9-14
10.00am: People of the Parish

Sunday 2nd Nov: All Saints (C)
10.00am: People of the Parish

Mt 5: 1-12

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES

Please remember in your prayers:

St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price,
Brian Wicker, Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton, Therese
Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane, Pat Andrews,
Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha, Marjery
Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Mary De
Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, Mary Lyons, David
Lewis, John Mathew, Jean Matthews, Chris Smith, Tom Hill, Geraldine
Ross, Anne Robinson, Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny Todd,
Anne, David Man-Cheung, Margaret Berry, Alan Everson, Carol Cotton
and Fermina Ortega

St Dunstan’s: Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete
Couvill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug, Ryan Joyce

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

St Thomas’: Sr Anne Brossa, Ivy Gorman, Fr Paddy Canon, William
Richards, Sister Elizabeth Mullen, Joseph Devlin, Ben Wright, Mary
Reynolds, Sylvia Quinones, Maria Goard, Marie Strong, Audrey Green, Sr
Maria Douherty, Canon Francis Mooney, Fr Sunith Nonis, Mgr Canon John
O'Toole, Sylvia Manuell, Betty Mills, Theresa Penman, Helen Evans,
Constance Weight, Tom Carr, Simon Galt, Eugene Deque, Rafael Pascal
De Leon, Aurora Dawson, Jean Lee, Judith Parsons, John Kirwan and
Evelyn Brooks

St Dunstan’s: Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster and Sr
Marian McCouaig

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in October 2025:
Christopher Walter and Pietro Rencricca

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:

This weekend: 25/26 October 2025: Friends of Ahoto (Ghana) - a charity
supporting people affected by leprosy and other disabilities

Next Weekend: 01/02 November 2025: No Second collection this weekend

St Thomas’ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation
meeting will be on Saturday, 8 November 2025 at 9.00 am
in the Presbytery. Places are limited so call or email the
office to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance

(available from office, online or in the Narthex)




From Fr Anthony

Last Wednesday, | joined other priests and deacons who are celebrating Jubilees this year, in
'participating in a sung Mass at the Cathedral. Archbishop John was principal celebrant and he invited us

:to share in a fine meal afterwards in his house.

12025 is indeed a special year, not only for me celebrating 50 years as priest, but for all of us here at St

. Thomas of Canterbury. We continue to mark 150 years since the building of the church. Next Saturday,
.1st November at 12 noon, we will continue our parish 150th Jubilee celebrations with a special Mass
icelebrated by Bishop Nicholas Hudson. Bishop Nick’s first appointment after ordination was as assistant
'priest here at St Thomas of Canterbury from 1987 to 1991. Last Tuesday the Vatican announced he has
'been appointed as the new bishop of Plymouth. Bishop Nicholas will be joined on Saturday by some who
Iserved you here as priests. It is our opportunity to give him a warm welcome and to thank all our priests
.who have served us as shepherds for their dedication, inspiration and service.

:Now is a good opportunity for us to remember that as baptised people we all share in the priestly,
prophetic, and royal office of Christ and therefore we all have our own share in the mission of the whole
'people of God. As such, we must understand the entire church as the body of Christ in which each
'member participates; thus “no part of the structure of a living body is merely passive but has a share in
Ithe functions as well as life of the body. As lay faithful you are not just 'done to’. You are active
npart|C|pants in the life of the church as expressed in her service, witness and worship. This “life of
\intimate union with Christ in the Church is nourished by spiritual aids which are common to all the
faithful, especially active participation in the sacred liturgy.”

1So what better way to acknowledge that we, with our priests, are missionary disciples than by joining in
'Saturday’s sacred liturgy. There will be refreshments in the parish hall afterwards and an opportunity to
'give thanks for all the blessings God has bestowed on the people of this fine parish over the last 150

years.

ST THOMAS'’ PARISH MATTERS

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2025
For collaboration between different religious traditions
Let us pray that believers in different religious traditions might work together to
defend and promote peace, justice, and human fraternity.

Parish Appeal This weekend we welcome Trudy Kilcullen & Sarah Back —
volunteers with Friends of Ahoto charity who support people with leprosy and
disability at Ahotokurom Padre Pio Rehabilitation Centre in Ghana.

Our retiring collection will be for Ahoto. Every penny raised goes directly to support
their work. For further details of the mission see https://www.ahoto.org/ In the
words of an elder at the centre - “We thank the Almighty God for allowing you to be
the answer to our prayers”.

SCHOOL FORMS SIGNING Father Anthony will be available in the
Presbytery (59 Burgate - black door next to the church) to sign forms for St Thomas
Primary School and St Anselm’s Senior School on the following dates:

Tuesday, 28 Oct: 5-6pm; Wednesday, 29 Oct: 7-8pm; and Friday, 31 Oct: 5-7pm.
No appointment necessary - please arrive during these times only.

BLESSING THE GRAVES: On Sun, 2nd November, Fr Anthony and Fr Michael
will bless the graves at Canterbury Cemetery. Please meet at the main entrance
just before 3pm..

NEW PARISHIONERS EVENING. We are holding a new parishioners getting-to-
know-you evening on Saturday, 8th November in the hall after the 6pm Mass (+
7pm). All new parishioners welcome.

Saturday 1st November at 12 noon: Celebration Mass for the 150th Anniversary
of our parish with some of our previous parish priests and Bishop Hudson as
celebrant, followed by a light lunch in the hall after Mass. All welcome.

Donations of items for the lunch appreciated on the day. Suggestions included but
not limited to: Savouries, Vegetarian, Crudities Dips etc Desserts, Sandwiches,
mini tarts, chicken goujons, fish fingers, Assorted sausages, pizzas, Filled rolls.
We also need help setting up the hall and tidying up after

If you can help, please contact socialstthomasrc@gmail.com

St Thomas of Canterbury Primary School, Canterbury, are hosting two open
mornings for prospective parents for children seeking entry to Reception in
September 2026 on Tues 4 Nov and Tues 11 Nov from 9.30 to 10.30am

Parishioner David Bintley (former Director of Birmingham Royal Ballet) and
composer Colin Towns (Doc Marten, Our Friends in the North, Cadfael) are looking
for Singers, Actors and Dancers aged 18-80 to take part in The Canterbury Trails, a
new music drama celebrating the 150th anniversary of St Thomas of Canterbury
Church. There will be two performances, next May 15th and 16th, here in the
church. Details on the posters in the Narthex.

Quiz night - Saturday, 15th November

A fun family evening starting at 7.00 pm in the Church Hall. Bring a friend or join a
table/team (max 8 per table). BYO drinks and food. Tea, coffee and nibbles
provided on the night. Raffle and prize for the winner. Advance booking is advised.
Tickets are £5 Adult and £1 child by emailing socialstthomasrc@gmail.com.

All funds raised are going to our parish.

BUILDING ST PAUL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ASUOKAW, GHANA WITH FR JAMES

This weekend is the last weekend we will be collecting for this project. To date we
have collected £6434.13 (£65% of the estimated target cost of the whole project)
so0 a big thank you! for your generosity.

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales and Birmingham Newman
University are conducting research into Neurodiversity and our Faith. If you are an
adult neurodivergent Catholic or a Caregiver of a neurodivergent Catholic, we want
to hear from you. Your experiences will help us to become more inclusive and
responsive to your needs. To find out more and to fill in our short surveys look here:
www.godwhospeaks.uk/neurodivergent-catholic-surveys/

Canterbury Christian Council Grants: These grants (£500 to £1000) are
awarded for projects for the social Benefit of the City of Canterbury and for those
showing ecumenical cooperation. Forms are available from Sophie Man-Cheung of
Christians Together in Canterbury (sophm@hotmail.com ) and must be returned to
lyndall@lyndallbywater.net before Friday 31st October 2025.

There have been over ten and a half million abortions in Great Britain since the
Abortion Act was passed 58 years ago, on 27 Oct 1967. On this terrible anniversary
please pray and fast for the end of abortion in this country. On Monday, 27 Oct.
please go to Mass, say an extra Rosary and give up some food for the day. Share
on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/events/2088827391922348/

The Parish Pastoral Council will meet on Monday 27t October. If you have some-
thing that you wish to raise, please email me -jrennstthomas@gmail.com or put a
note through the presbytery letter box. John Renn




