NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN'’S, HERSDEN, KENT

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ

Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Web Site: https.//stthomasofcanterbury.com
Facebook: St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest:

Assistant Priest:

Parish Administrator:

Fr Michael Ekuta

Canon Anthony Charlton

Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)

Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk) :
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: f [ ,{f«;‘ﬁ\
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN

East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH
Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk
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ST THOMAS’ (All Masses are Livestreamed)

6.00pm (Vigil): Michael Cox - RIP [ 2nd Col.: Home Missions |

Sunday 21st Sept: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) Lk 16:1-13

8.00am: People of the Parish

9.30am:  Chidi and Mary Diugwu - 25th Wedding Anniversary
Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD

11.00am: Ofelia Salgado Gomez - RIP

12.30pm: Baptism of Harvey Arthur McKendry

6.00pm: Bereaved members of the Summer Family

Monday 22nd Sept: Feria
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration
12 noon: Aga Gordon'’s intentions

Lk 8: 16-18

Tuesday 23rd Sept: St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)Lk 8: 19-21

7.30am:  Nicola Batchelor - RIP
12 noon: NO MIDDAY MASS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Wednesday 24th Sept: Our Lady of Walsingham Lk 1: 26-36
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration
12 noon: Funeral of Aurora Dawson
Refreshments in the Hall after Mass
7.00pm:  Prayer and Pub in the church
Thursday 25th Sept: Feria Lk 9: 7-9

7.30am:
12 noon:

Christopher Bradley - RIP
Holy Souls
Scripture Group meets in the Upper Room after Mass

Friday 26th Sept: Sts Cosmos and Damian Lk 9: 18-22
7.45: Morning Prayer and Rosary
12 noon: Fr Luke Karpil - RIP
Adoration and Benediction
Saturday 27th Sept: St Vincent de Paul Lk 9: 43-45

10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation

12 noon: Mary Reynolds - RIP

4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation

4.30pm:  Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper Room

2nd Col.: SVP

Sunday 28th Sept: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) Lk16:19-31

6.00pm (Vigil): Francesca, Kris and Erin

8.00am: Holy Souls
9.30am:  Filipino Community and Families

Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD
11.00am: People of the Parish
12.30pm: Baptism of Mila Davies and Myla Mupfumira
6.00pm: Intentions of Alison Polden and family

ST DUNSTAN’S
Sunday Mass at 10am

Sunday 21st Sept: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) Lk 16:1-13
10.00am: People of the Parish

Sunday 28th Sept: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) Lk16:19-31
10.00am: People of the Parish

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES

Please remember in your prayers:

St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price,
Brian Wicker, Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton, Judith
Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane,
Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha,
Marjery Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan,
Mary De Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, Mary
Lyons, David Lewis, John Mathew, Jean Matthews, Chris Smith, Tom Hill,
Geraldine Ross, Anne Robinson, Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny
Todd, Anne, David Man-Cheung, Margaret Berry and Alan Everson

St Dunstan’s: Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete
Couvill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug, Ryan Joyce

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

St Thomas’: Sr Anne Brossa, lvy Gorman, Fr Paddy Canon, William
Richards, Sister Elizabeth Mullen, Joseph Devlin, Ben Wright, Mary
Reynolds, Sylvia Quinones, Maria Goard, Marie Strong, Audrey Green, Sr
Maria Douherty, Canon Francis Mooney, Fr Sunith Nonis, Mgr Canon John
O'Toole, Sylvia Manuell, Betty Mills, Theresa Penman, Helen Evans,
Constance Weight, Tom Carr, Simon Galt, Eugene Deque, Rafael Pascal
De Leon and Aurora Dawson

St Dunstan’s: Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster and

Sr Marian McCouaig

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in September 2025:
Josephine Tillcock

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:

This weekend: 20/21 September 2025: Evangelii Gaudium (Home Missions) -
supporting evangelisation in our own country through our own parishes

Next Weekend: 27/28 September 2025: St Vincent de Paul

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2025
For our relationship with all of creation
Let us pray that, inspired by Saint Francis, we might experience our
interdependence with all creatures who are loved by God and worthy of love and
respect.

St Thomas’ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation
meeting will be on Saturday, 4 October 2025 at 9.00 am in
the Presbytery. Places are limited so call or email the office
to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance
(available from office, online or in the Narthex)




From Fr Anthony

.| wrote this piece before setting off with other parishioners last Monday on our pilgrimage to Rome. The late
Pope Francis in his Bull of Indiction of the Ordinary Jubilee of the Year 2025 wanted Hope to be central
'message of this Jubilee year. He wanted the Jubilee for each of us to be a moment of genuine personal
Iencounter with the Lord Jesus, the “door” of our salvation. He encouraged us all to be pilgrims of hope. The
.Iogo for the Holy Year features four embracing figures representing humanity from the corners of the earth,
.symbolising fraternity and solidarity, with the central figure holding a dynamic cross that bends toward
thumanity. Below are waves and an anchor formed from the cross, symbolising life's challenging pilgrimage
'and hope as a stabilising force during storms. Not everyone is able to go on pilgrimage to Rome but we, as
IGod s people, are a people on a journey - we are all pilgrim people. As pllgrlms of hope, we will be able to
\obtain the Jubilee Indulgence granted by the Holy Father if we undertake a pious pilgrimage to any sacred
.Jubilee site. Our Archbishop John Wilson has designated 15 pilgrim churches and shrines within the
iArchdiocese. These designated sites allow the faithful to undertake a local pilgrimage to gain a plenary
'indulgence. Our church of St Thomas of Canterbury is one of those pilgrim churches. (Our website gives
'more information: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com/portfolio-items/pilgrims-of-hope/).

1

,On Wednesday this week we celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Walsingham. Walsingham is a remote
village near the North Norfolk coast. By the 16th Century it was more popular than Canterbury as a
'pilgrimage destination. This is because of 1061 vision in which the Virgin Mary asked a noblewoman,
'RICheldIS de Faverches, to build a replica of her house in Nazareth in Walsingham. This "Holy House"
‘became a powerful shrine, earning Walsingham the nickname "England's Nazareth" and it attracted pilgrims
for centuries, with the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham serving as a focus for devotion and prayer. All this
\was destroyed at the time of the Reformation. The pilgrimage revival began in the late 19th century, with the
'first modern pilgrimage taking place on 20th August 1897 to the Slipper Chapel, a mile outside the village in
IHoughton St Giles. This is now the Roman Catholic National Shrine of Our Lady. When | was a Student
.Chaplaln | walked in Holy Week with a group of students from London on what was known as Student

.Cross.
]

'If you are looking for something to read on the theme of Pilgrimage | would highly recommend a book written

Iby Eddie Gilmore (one of our parishioners) called “Another Day in Paradise”. He writes about his
uexperlences of Santiago, Canterbury, Rome, Jerusalem, Lourdes, Walsingham, and Croagh Patrick.

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS

FUNERAL SERVICE: The funeral service for the late Aurora Dawson will take
place here at St Thomas’ on Wednesday, 24th September at 12 noon

SERVICE FOR HOPE AND HEALING: Archbishop John Wilson and the
Safeguarding team, invite all our parishioners to join us on the 24t September 2025
6.30pm, for the Service for Hope and Healing, for all those that have been harmed
by abuse. The service is to express the archdiocese’s commitment to all those that
have been harmed, their family and friends and to come together as a community
and demonstrate our solidarity for those harmed. “

JUBILEE YEAR: To celebrate the Jubilee Year, we are offering Reconciliation on
Mondays from 10h30 to 11h30 in addition to the normal Wednesdays and
Saturdays. We will also be saying morning prayer and the rosary on Friday
mornings from 07h45. All are welcome.

Care for Creation: Saturday, 4 October 2025 10am-3pm; St Thomas's Church Hall
Feast of St Francis, celebrating his legacy of Care for Creation. A day of fraternity,
talks and reflection drawing together all those interested in St Francis and his
legacy. Entry Free of charge.

Further details on weblink: https://stfrancis2025canterbury.eventbrite.co.uk

Do you want to join the Catholic Church or are you an adult Catholic who would like
to be confirmed? Our Journey in Faith, or RCIA, program begins on Tuesday
30th September at 7.00pm in St Thomas’s Church. The first term is one of
enquiry from which you can choose whether to continue. Application forms are
available at the back of the Church.

Harvest Festival 28th September in aid of Catching Lives there will be a cake sale
10:30 in the church hall .Donations of in date food items can be left in the
church. Details can be found in poster.

Thomas of Canterbury church. We would like to warmly invite everyone who would
like to pray with us during the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. We usually say
the Rosary together, listen to the Gospel, meditate upon God’s Word and
contemplate the Beauty of the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament in silence and whilst
singing.

Our PRAYER AND PUB group meet every Wednesday evening at 7pm, here at St.

Lourdes Pilgrimage 2025, 21st — 25th October Cost £399: A Kent half term trip
with a number of places left. Costs include return flights from Stansted half board
accommodation, transfer from/to Lourdes.£70 single supplement. Children under
16 go for £199. For more details contact Fr. Stephen Boyle, dartford@rcaos.org.uk,
Tel: 01322220075. Fr. Henry Mukasa will also be leading the pilgrimage.

Grief in Loss, Hope in Christ retreat for the bereaved - Aylesford Priory 10-12
Oct 2025

“Meeting God in the Rosary”

God longs to meet us in the Rosary. Join us for encouragement for people of all
ages to start, or go deeper, in the prayer of the Rosary. Mondays in October (6,
13, 20th, 27th) 7 — 7.45pm, in the Church and livestreamed from the website.

Thank you to all who supported our cake and plant sale on the 14th September.
We raised £146.10 for our parish. 150th anniversary candles and prayer cards can
still be bought from the church shop.

ST DUNSTAN'’S PARISH MATTERS

HARVEST SUNDAY 5th October: There will be a box in the Porch
for donation s towards the Poor of the Parish.




