
 

 

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS 

 From Fr Anthony  

 

ST THOMAS’  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):  David Heap - RIP 

 

 

Sunday 7th Sept:  23rd Sun in Ordinary Times (C) Lk 14: 25-33 

8.00am: Brett and Carla Pereira - Wedding Anniversary 

9.30am: William Edwards - RIP 

 Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD  
11.00am: Kevin and Carol Cotton - 60th Wedding Anniversary 

6.00pm: Peter Francis Mendy - RIP 

 

Monday  8th September: Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

    Mt 1: 1-23 

12 noon: Rachel Castro - RIP 

 

Tuesday  9th Sept: St Peter Claver  Lk 6: 12-19 

7.30am: Caroline Stratford - RIP 

12 noon: NO MIDDAY MASS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

Wednesday 10th Sept:  Feria Lk 6: 20-26 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 

12 noon: Caroline Stratford - RIP 

 Refreshments in the Hall after Mass 

 

Thursday  11th Sept: St Ambrose Barlow Lk 6: 27-38 

7.30am: Holy Souls 

12 noon: Tom Carr - RIP 

 Scripture Group meets in the Upper Room after Mass 

 

Friday  12th Sept:  St Eanswythe of Folkestone Lk 6: 39-42 

12 noon: Lynne Rippey - welfare 

 

Saturday 13th Sept:  St John Chrysostom Lk 6: 43-49 

10.30 - 11.30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon: Mary Fleming - RIP  

4.30 - 5.30pm:  Reconciliation 

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper Room 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  People of the Parish 

 

Sunday 14th Sept:  Exaltation of the Holy Cross (C) Jn 3: 13-17 

8.00am: Pereira family - welfare 

9.30am:  Ruben Ramirez Guerrero - RIP 

 Coffee after 9:30 Mass - all donations to CAFOD  
11.00am: Melanie McCord’s intentions 

6.00pm: John van Den Burgh - RIP 

St  Thomas’ Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing 
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation 
meeting will be on Saturday, 4 October 2025 at 9.00 am in 
the Presbytery.  Places are limited so call or email the office 
to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance 
(available from office, online or in the Narthex) 

ST DUNSTAN’S 

 

Sunday Mass at 10am 

 

Sunday 7th Sept:  23rd Sun in Ordinary Times (C) Lk 14: 25-33 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

 

Sunday 14th Sept:  Exaltation of the Holy Cross (C) Jn 3: 13-17 

10.00am:  People of the Parish 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT 
 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY   ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN 
 59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ    East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH 
 Telephone: 01227 462896   Telephone: 01227 462896 
 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk 
 Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com 
 Facebook:   St Thomas of Canterbury 

 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
 Assistant Priest: Fr Michael Ekuta email:  michaeletuka@rcaos.org.uk 
 Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)  
 Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm 
 St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon 
 University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
 St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher:  
 St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

NEWSLETTER 

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
 

This weekend:  06/07 September 2025: Mission Appeal by the MSP Fathers. 
Next Weekend:  13/14 September 2025:  Catholic Education Services   

When I was first ordained I was greatly encouraged in my spiritual life by the writings of a Scottish priest, Father 
John Dalrymple. In one of his books, published 50 years ago and entitled “Costing Not Less Than Everything: 
Notes on Holiness Today”, he explored the theme of holiness in a contemporary context. I was reminded of this 
book while reflecting on the words of this Sunday’s Gospel about counting the cost. Dalrymple took his title from 
T.S. Eliot’s poem 'Little Gidding’. 
 

“Quick now, here, now, always– 

A condition of complete simplicity 

(Costing not less than everything) 
And all shall be well and 

All manner of thing shall be well 
When the tongues of flames are in-folded 

Into the crowned knot of fire 

And the fire and the rose are one.” 
 

Jesus laid out quite starkly the cost of following him. “If a man comes to me with our hating his father, mother, wife, 
children, brothers, sisters, yes and his one life too, he cannot be my disciples. Anyone who does not carry his 
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.”  Hating father and mother is very strong language. We find in 
Matthew 10:37 it is softened to “love more than.” The term “hate” (misein) is the opposite of “love” (agapaō). It is 
important to realise that these terms denote attitudes and modes of action not emotions. The point is not how one 
feels toward parents and family but one’s effective attitude when it comes to a choice for the kingdom. The choice 
involved in the terms is clear from Luke 16:13, “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and 
love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 
 

The choice for each of us is simple if we really want to be a disciple of Jesus, his follower. 
Lord give me the grace to be detached from the possession of anything material, emotional or even spiritual - 
which would lessen my ability to say to  “You are my all, in you alone is my heart at rest.”  

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR  SEPTEMBER 2025 
For our relationship with all of creation 

Let us pray that, inspired by Saint Francis, we might experience our 
interdependence with all creatures who are loved by God and worthy of love and 

respect.  

Please remember in your prayers:  
St Thomas’: Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price, 
Brian Wicker, Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton, Judith 
Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane, 
Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha,  
Marjery Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, 
Mary De Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, Mary 
Lyons, David Lewis, John Mathew, Jean Matthews, Chris Smith, Tom Hill, 
Geraldine Ross, Anne Robinson, Antoinette Wilde, Mary Connolly, Jenny 
Todd, Anne, David Man-Cheung and Margaret Berry 
St Dunstan’s:  Kay Gandon , Miguel Vazquez, Yveline Vereeche, Pete 
Covill, Eileen Brown, and Mo, Doug, Ryan Joyce  
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
St Thomas’: Sr Anne Brossa, Ivy Gorman, Fr Paddy Canon, William 
Richards, Sister Elizabeth Mullen, Joseph Devlin, Ben Wright, Mary 
Reynolds, Sylvia Quinones, Maria Goard, Marie Strong, Audrey Green, Sr 
Maria Douherty, Canon Francis Mooney, Fr Sunith Nonis, Mgr Canon John 
O’Toole, Sylvia Manuell, Betty Mills, Theresa Penman, Helen Evans, 
Constance Weight, Tom Carr, Simon Galt, Eugene Deque, Rafael Pascal 
De Leon and Aurora Dawson 
St Dunstan’s:  Marion Nash, Lorna Hazelwood, Irene Foster  and  
Sr Marian McCouaig 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in September 2025: 
Josephine Tillcock 

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES 

Grief in Loss, Hope in Christ retreat for the bereaved - Aylesford Priory 10-12 

Oct 2025   

2nd Col.: Mission 
Appeal - MSP Fathers 

Care for Creation: Saturday, 4 October 2025 10am-3pm; St Thomas's Church Hall 
Feast of St Francis, celebrating his legacy of Care for Creation.  A day of fraternity, 
talks and reflection drawing together all those interested in St Francis and his 
legacy.  Entry Free of charge.  
Further details on weblink:  https://stfrancis2025canterbury.eventbrite.co.uk 

 Back to school blessing Sunday 14th September There will be a blessing of 
children returning to school at the 9:30am mass ONLY. Whether your child is at a 
new school or nursery, or has just moved into a new class they are encouraged to 
either wear their school jumper or bring their book bag to be blessed. There will be 
tea and cakes after the mass. Donations of cakes welcome on the day.  

PLANT SALE:  there will be a plant stall on Sunday 14th September 10:30am . 
Donations of plants welcome on the day. All proceeds to our parish.  

“Meeting God in the Rosary” 
God longs to meet us in the Rosary. Join us for encouragement for people of all 
ages to start, or go deeper, in the prayer of the Rosary.  Mondays in October (6th, 
13th, 20th, 27th) 7 – 7.45pm, in the Church and livestreamed from the website. 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN DAY FOR CATECHISTS - Saturday 20 September. 
Registration now open! You are invited to join us for a day filled with teachings and 
prayer and a chance to meet fellow Catechists. Join us at St George’s Cathedral, 
SE1 6HU from 10am. Registration and choice of workshops can be found at 
aec.rcaos.org.uk/day-for-catechists-2025  

06/07 SEPTEMBER SECOND COLLECTION - MISSION APPEAL FOR THE 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF ST PAUL (MSP) 
This weekend (06/07 September), Fr. Boniface Apoigbe MSP, will be with us to 
make their missionary appeal.  The MSP is a religious congregation working in 
different parts of the world, committed to spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and the salvific work of God the Father in the Holy Spirit. 
The MSP warmly invites you to support their mission 
appeal. There will be a second collection at all Masses. 
You can also donate by setting up a direct debit or by 
cheque using the provided account details: 
Account Name: The Missionary Society of St Paul 
Sort code: 202963 
Account No: 73306224 

or via the QR code or online using the link: 
 https://donate.mydona.com/missionary-society-of-st-paul  

FUNERAL SERVICE:  The funeral service for the late Aurora Dawson will take 
place here at St Thomas’ on  Wednesday, 24th September at 12 noon 

Are you thinking of becoming a Catholic, or are you an adult Catholic who would 
like to be confirmed? We are holding a ‘Come & See’ meeting on Tuesday 9th 
September at 7.00pm in St Thomas’s Church. This is an introduction to our 
Journey in Faith, or RCIA, program which begins on Tuesday 30th September. The 
first term is one of enquiry from which you can choose whether to continue. 

ST THOMAS’ SECOND Next Weekend:  13/14 September 2025:  Catholic 
Education Services .The CES is the chief negotiating and advisory body on 
matters affecting all aspects of Catholic education, and provides financial 
assistance for school transport in rural areas.  

St Vincent De Paul says thank you – The August collection raised £895.74. Thank 
you so much for your generosity and for other donations that we have received. We 
have been able to buy a cooker,  gave out £180 in supermarket vouchers and also 
helped someone to pack up ready for their move. We are very grateful to the 
Beerling Foundation which paid for a hall, stairs, landing and a baby’s bedroom to 
be carpeted. We are looking forward to befriending and offering practical support to 
local people this Autumn. The next SVP collection is 27/28 September 

SERVICE FOR HOPE AND HEALING: Archbishop John Wilson and the 
Safeguarding team, invite all our parishioners to join us on the 24th September 2025 
6.30pm, for the Service for Hope and Healing, for all those that have been harmed 
by abuse. The service is to express the archdiocese’s commitment to all those that 
have been harmed, their family and friends and to come together as a community 
and demonstrate our solidarity for those harmed. “ 

Lourdes Pilgrimage 2025, 21st – 25th October Cost £399: A Kent half term trip 
with a  number of places left.  Costs include return flights from Stansted half board 
accommodation,  transfer from/to Lourdes.£70 single supplement. Children under 
16 go for £199. For more details contact Fr. Stephen Boyle, dartford@rcaos.org.uk, 
Tel: 01322220075. Fr. Henry Mukasa will also be leading the pilgrimage.  

2nd Col.: Catholic 
Education 
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