NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ

Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Web Site: https./stthomasofcanterbury.com
Facebook: St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest:
Assistant Priests:
Parish Administrator:

Canon Anthony Charlton
Fr Giovanni Prandini
Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)

Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)

ST DUNSTAN'S, HERSDEN
1East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH
Telephone. 01227 462896
Email: hersden@rcaos.org.uk

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: giovanniprandini@rcaos.org.uk

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ST THOMAS’ (All Masses are Livestreamed)

SOLEMN EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT
- People of the Parish

8.30pm:

All Coll.: Easter Offering
for the Priests

Sunday 20th Apr: EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION
OF THE LORD (C)
Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12

8.00am: Carla’s Intentions
9.30am:  Norah Whiting - RIP
Coffee after 9:30 mass - donations to Fr Jame’s church
11.00am: David Heap - RIP
6.00pm:  Sheila Elliott & deceased members of the McGilley
Family
Monday 21st Apr: Mon in the Octave of Easter Mt 28: 8-15
12 noon: Ernesto Borza - RIP
2.00pm: Wedding of Giulia and Jonathan
Tuesday 22nd Apr: Tues in the Octave of Easter Jn 20:11-18

12 noon:
7.30pm:

Victoria Fetherston-Dilke on her birthday
Charismatic Prayer Group meeting in the Upper Room

Wednesday 23rd Apr: Wed in the Octave of Easter Lk 24:13-35

10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation

12 noon: Requiem Mass of Maria Goard

Thursday 24th Apr: Thurs in the Octave of Easter Lk 24:35-48

7.30am: Henry Stoehr - RIP

12 noon: James Murray - RIP

Friday 25th Apr: Friin the Octave of Easter Mr 16: 15-20
(St Mark the Evangelist)

12 noon: Requiem Mass of Sylvia Manuell

Saturday 26th Apr: Sat in the Octave of Easter

9.00am:  First Holy Communion Sessions in the Hall

10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration

12 noon: Millie McCord - exam success

4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation

4.30pm:  Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper Room

Mk 16: 9-15

6.00pm (Vigil): Dorothy Hickman - RIP

Sunday 27th Apr: 2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER (C)
(or of DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY)

Jn 20: 19-31

8.00am: People of the Parish
9.30am:  William Richards - RIP
Coffee after 9:30 mass - all donations to CAFOD
11.00am: Nurridn Razak - RIP
4.00pm: Confirmation in the Hall 2nd Col.: f?r St
6.00pm:  Henry Stoehr - RIP George’s
Cathedral

ST DUNSTAN’S
Sunday Mass at 10am

Sunday 20th Apr: EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION
OF THE LORD (C) Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12
10.00am: People of the Parish

Sunday 27th Apr: 2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER (C) Jn 20: 19-31
(or of DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY)

10.00am: People of the Parish

PRAYER REMEMBRANCES

Please remember in your prayers:

Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price, Brian Wicker,
Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton, Judith Parsons,
Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane, Pat
Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha,
Marjery Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan,
Mary De Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Augustine Barna, Mary
Lyons, David Lewis, John Mathew, Jean Matthews and Carol Halton

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Sr Anne Brossa, lvy Gorman, Fr Paddy Canon, William Richards, Sister
Elizabeth Mullen, Joseph Devlin, Ben Wright, Mary Reynolds, Sylvia
Quinones, Maria Goard, Marie Strong, Audrey Green, Sr Maria Douherty,
Canon Francis Mooney, Fr Sunith Nonis, Mgr Canon John O’'Toole and
Sylvia Manuell

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in April 2025:
Sheila Elliott

The Funeral Service of the Late Mgr Canon John O’Toole will take place
on Friday, 2nd May at 12.30pm in St George’s Cathedral, Southwark

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:

This weekend: 19/20 Apr 2025: All collections at the Easter Services are for the
Priest’s Easter Offering. This collection goes directly to the Priests. Envelopes are
available on the pews and at the back of the church

Next Weekend 26/26 Apr 2025: St George’s Cathedral upkeep and maintenance

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL 2025
For the use of the new technologies
Let us pray that the use of the new technologies will not replace human
relationships, will respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises
of our times.




From Fr Anthony ...

II am sure that | have shared this before but one of the most enduring incidents of my primary school days was
:when our parish priest, talking to our class about the resurrection, said “If the resurrection of Jesus did not happen
ithen | would take off my roman collar and throw it away.” With that he took off his collar. We are sat there open
:mouthed. He was recalling St Paul’s words “How can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?
1But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our
.preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.... But, in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
ithose who have fallen asleep.” The resurrection was a real physical event. Belief in the resurrection of the dead
:has been an essential element of the Christian faith from its beginnings. “The confidence of Christians is the
iresurrection of the dead; believing this we live.” (Tertullian)

1As we celebrate this great feast, this life changing event, we need to ask ourselves: How does the resurrection of
'Jesus change the way we see things today? How does it affect the way | live my life? What difference does it
'make?

.Bishop Robert Barron in a homily for Easter Sunday reminds us of three things. The first thing is the fact that the
iresurrection shows us that this world as we know it is not all that there is. For some people this world is the final
lframework of their lives and death is the most frightening feature. For many everything that comes into being will
.eventually fade away. The psalmlst says of us that our span of life is seventy years or eighty for those who are
istrong. Even our world and the universe will eventually fade away. But the resurrection of Christ proclaims that
Ideath does not have the final word. We don't have to live as though death had the final word. In the light of the
.resurrectlon we see our time as a time of something in gestation. We are not meant to live here ultimately. Our life
‘here is a preparation for life everlasting.

'The second thing to remember is that the resurrection of Jesus declares that the cross, which for the romans was
lthe ultimate symbol of torture and death was not victorious. For tyrants, violence was the way that they get their
.way The cross was the means the Romans use to subjugate and control. The risen Christ is the inspiration of
rebellion and is the taunt of tyrants. Christ has been victorious over tyranny. Jesus had taken the worst that the
IworId could possibly have thrown at him and he returned alive and triumphant.

\The third thing to remember is that Jesus died and rose to bring everyone to new life. Salvation is open to all.

.Christ endured great suffering to be one with the whole of humanity. The resurrection shows that Christ can gather

'back to the Father everyone he has embraced through his suffering and death. Jesus went all the way down in his
nsufferlng to reach all those who wandered from God.

\What a great feast! What great hope! We will spend the next fifty days celebrating the resurrection. Fr Giovanni
1and myself wish you a happy and joyous Easter. Thank you to all who have helped in making this celebration
:prayerful and uplifting. Resurrexit Sixut Dixit, Alleluia

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS

WALKING PILGRIMAGE

There is a walking pilgrimage from St George's Cathedral (2 June) to the Friars,
Aylesford (7 June) for which we already have had 80 expressions of interest.
Should your parishioners be interested in joining this, please ask them to visit as
soon as they are able: https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/pilgrimage2025

St Thomas’ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation
meeting will be on Saturday, 3rd May 2025 at 9.00 am in
the Presbytery. Places are limited so call or email the office

to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance

(available from office, online or in the Narthex) SVP New Members: As one of our longstanding and faithful members steps down
from meetings, we invite any parishioner who is interested in our work to consider
joining us. We meet on Mondays from 2-4pm each week. Please email us at

svpcant@gmail.com to arrange an informal chat and to learn more about our work

and the application process.

*PILGRIMAGE TO PENTECOST* (Tuesday evenings between 7 [a] o
and 9pm, from 29th April to 10th June.). Join others in homes to z
explore and grow your faith as we journey towards Pentecost!
Scan QR code to register or write to Sheldon Bagley on

bagley.sheldon@gmail.com for more details.

HCPT Wellness Retreat at Hosanna House, Lourdes, 8th - 12th May
Mass in Hosanna House Chapel and Lourdes. Grotto, Blessed sacrament and

Final Synod Document - Online Book Club, Wed Evenings from 21st May
Pope Francis adopted the Rome Synod Assembly’s recommendations into the

Church's Magisterium on 26th October 2024. Explore the Final Synod Document visit, Walk in the Pyrenees. Delicious food. Euros 330 plus fare

Contact Annie for more info: anniejudge@hotmail.com mob: 07866515797

Torchlight Precessions. Relaxation and Yoga. Optional Argeles-Gazost health spa

over six weeks with an inspiring cast of experts including Archbishop Jason

Gordon, Trinidad and Tobago. Join us live on Wednesdays from 7:30-8:30pm, 21st
May to 25th June, or watch anytime on YouTube. Perfect for small groups or
individual reflection. Find out more and register at www.schoolforsynodality.org.uk/

EASTER OFFERING ENVELOPES: Please remember that all offerings made at
the Easter Masses (Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday) are a special thank you to
our priests. Envelopes are available at the pews and in the Narthex.

our-resources/final-document-book-club-2025

Collection for St George’s Cathedral. The Cathedral is entirely
reliant upon the generosity of it parishioners, volunteers and the

ELfE

Assisted suicide Bill even worse than before - postcards available

Committee Stage of the assisted suicide Bill has ended. It is now weaker and less
safe than it was before. 300+ amendments that sought to strengthen safeguards in
the Bill and protect vulnerable groups were rejected by Bill supporters, including
protection for people with disabilities and domestic abuse victims.

We have learned today that day one of Report Stage (the debate) will be on Friday
16 May. However, due to Parliamentary recess, there are very few dates left that
MPs will be in Parliament to collect their post, so it is important that postcards are
sent to MPs as soon as possible. Please take action now - collect a red and
white postcard, fill out your details and post it to your MP today!

Archdiocese of Southward to keep its doors open. Please
donate using the envelopes in church, the QR Code; or
Online: www.rcaos.org.uk/Cathedral; or Tele: 02079 602504

Fr Anthony and Fr Giovanni
wish all Parishioners

A Very Happy Easter




