NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ

Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Web Site: https./stthomasofcanterbury.com

Parish Priest:
Assistant Priests:
Parish Administrator:

Facebook: St Thomas of Canterbury
Canon Anthony Charlton  email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Fr Giovanni Prandini
Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)

Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)

ST DUNSTAN'S, HERSDEN
1East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH
Telephone. 01227 462896
Email: hersden@rcaos.org.uk

email: giovanniprandini@rcaos.org.uk

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Head Teacher: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ST THOMAS’ (All Masses are Livestreamed)

6.00pm (Vigil): Ray Scott - RIP

Sunday 30th Mar: 4th Sunday of Lent (A)
LAETARE SUNDAY

8.00am: Theresa and Marion Kelly - RIP
9.30am: Filipino Community and Families

Jn 9: 1-41

Coffee after 9:30 mass - all donations to CAFOD

11.00am: Christine Metcalfe - RIP
4.0pm:  No Confirmation until 27 April 2025
6.00pm: Anne Walsh - welfare

Monday 31st Mar: Feria
12 noon: Stanley Metcalfe - RIP

Tuesday 1st April: Feria
12 noon: Francis Small
7.00pom: RCIA

ST DUNSTAN’S
Sunday Mass at 10am

Sunday 30th Mar: 4th Sunday of Lent (A) Jn 9: 1-41
10.00am: People of the Parish

Fridays in Lent: The church is open for people to make Stations of
the Cross from 3pm to 4.30pm.

2nd Col.: for | I, qay 6th Apr: 5th Sunday of Lent (A) Jn 11: 1-45
the Shrine at 10.00am: People of the Parish
Walsingham .Ulam: Feople of the Faris
Jn 4: 43-54
PRAYER REMEMBRANCES
Jn 5:1-16

7.30pm: Charismatic Prayer Group meeting in the Upper Room

Wednesday 2nd Apr: Feria
10.30- 11.30am Reconciliation & Adoration
12 noon: Patricia McCann

Jn 5:17-30

Coffee and Tea in the Hall after Mass

Thursday 3rd Apr: Feria

7.30am: Pat Andrews - RIP

12 noon: Colin Stone on his birthday
Scripture Group after 12 noon Mass

Friday 4th Apr: Feria
12 noon: Private Intentions
6.00pm: Stations of the Cross
Adoration after the stations until 8om

Saturday 5th Apr: Feria

Jn 5:31-47

Jn7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Jn 7:40-52

9.00am: NO Holy Communion Classes until 26 April 2025

9.00am: Parents’ Baptism Preparation

10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration
12 noon: Anna-Maria Scully

4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper

6.00pm (Vigil): Patrick Conlon - RIP
Sunday 6th Apr: 5th Sunday of Lent (A)

8.00am: People of the Parish
9.30am: Brian George Henley - RIP

Room

Jn 11: 1-45

Coffee after 9:30 mass - all donations to CAFOD
11.00am: Welfare of the Delaney and Brown Families

4.0pm:  No Confirmation until 27 April 2025

6.00pm: Maureen and Syd Pepper - RIP

2nd Col.:
Ghanaian Church
Building Fund

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Janette Hughes, Jenni Aldridge, Josie
Price, Brian Wicker, Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Richard Sexton,
Judith Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean
Crane, Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur
Noronha, Marjery Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine,
Pauline Ryan, Mary De Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Audrey
Green, Augustine Barna, Mary Lyons, David Lewis, John Mathew, Jean
Matthews and Carol Halton

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Maria Krynicki, Luisa Ward, Canon Jeremiah Cronin, Jose Rogers,
Josephine Tillcock, Fr Jake Dicto, Chris Walters, Pietro Rencricca, Robert
Willis (former Dean of Canterbury Cathedral), Valarie Hammond, Bishop
John Hine, Sr Mary Frances Joyce, Sr Rose Brennan, Jean Boyce, Fr
John Lawrence and Sr Philomena Washington, Sr Elizabeth McNulty, Sr
Martina Molloy, Sr Anne Brossa, Ivy Gorman, Fr Paddy Canon, William
Richards, Sister Elizabeth Mullen, Joseph Devlin, Ben Wright, Mary
Reynolds, Sylvia Quinones, Audrey Green, Maria Goard and Marie Strong

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in April 2025:
Sheila Elliott

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:

This weekend: 29/30 Mar 2025: for the Shrine at Walsingham. We have been
asked by the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales to support the Jubilee
initiatives at the Catholic National Shrine and Basilica of Our Lady at Walsingham.
These initiatives aim to enhance the Jubilee pilgrim experience and further the
spiritual mission of the Shrine.

Next weekend: 05/06 Apr 2025: Our Lenten Project: Helping to Build a Church in
Ghana with Fr James Buah-Nkwantabisa. Please see the display in the Saints
Chapel for more information.




From Fr Anthony ...

'Last Thursday | went to see the exhibition in the National Gallery in London: “Siena: The rise of Painting,
I1300 1350. | loved it. Among the exhibits were panels from the Maesta (majesty) which is an altar piece
.created by Duccio di Buoninsegna. It was welcomed to Siena Cathedral by the sound of trumpets and
‘kettledrums on 9th June 1311. The Exhibition has reunited all eight of the surviving panels from the back
.of the predella for the first time since they were dispersed some 250 years ago. What was interesting for
me was that among the eight panels were the depictions of the stories of the woman at the well, the man
'born blind and the raising of Lazarus. These are our Gospel readings for the Third, Fourth and Fifth
'‘Sundays of Lent. The National Gallery owns the panel depicting Jesus opening the eyes of a man born
IbI|nd What is unusual in this picture is Jesus gently applying the paste made of mud and spittle to the
nbllnd man’s eyes. The disciples are all closely behind Jesus looking on in wonder. Then next to him the
.artist depicts the same man now seeing, throwing away his stick and raising up his hand in praise. It

shows a scene of a total transformation.
]

1As we hear from this Sunday’s Gospel, the man not only receives his physical sight but he also comes to
'see who Jesus is. “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus asked him. He answered, “And who is he
'sir, that | may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to
Iyou " He said, “Lord, | believe” and he worshlpped him. It is Jesus who leads the man to the kingdom of
ullght The Pharlsees in their questioning of the man and his parents show their blindness. They cast the
.man out because they cannot accept what has happened.

:Let our prayer for this week of Lent be: Lord, open my eyes and free me from the false values that
isurround and blind me. Lord, set me firmly in your truth that | may be a child of the light. May | rejoice in
'your light that | may see and, like the man born blind whose sight you restored, may | be a staunch and

:fearless witness to the faith.

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS

St Thomas’ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing
to have their children Baptised; our next preparation
meeting will be on Saturday, 5th April 2025 at 9.00 am in
the Presbytery. Places are limited so call or email the office
to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in advance
(available from office, online or in the Narthex)

CALLED TO BEAR FRUIT: Thank you to all who have participated in the “Called
to Bear Fruit” discussion. Please note that responses should be sent to the
Archbishop by next Sunday. 6th April.

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL 2025
For the use of the new technologies
Let us pray that the use of the new technologies will not replace human
relationships, will respect the dignity of the person, and will help us face the crises
of our times.

HCPT Wellness Retreat at Hosanna House, Lourdes, 8th - 12th May

Mass in Hosanna House Chapel and Lourdes. Grotto, Blessed sacrament and
Torchlight Precessions. Relaxation and Yoga. Optional Argeles-Gazost health spa
visit, Walk in the Pyrenees. Delicious food. Euros 380 plus fare

Contact Annie for more info: anniejudge@hotmail.com mob: 07866515797

The funeral services of:
The late Mary Reynolds takes place here in St Thomas’ on Friday,
11th April at 12 noon.

The late Marie Goard takes place here in St Thomas’s on
Wednesday, 23rd April at 12 noon

HCPT - thank you so much to all the wonderfully energetic dancers, especially the
children, who came to our Barn Dance. The band 'Rejigged' were very impressed
with our enthusiasm and I'm pleased to say we raised £472 for HCPT and our
Pilgrimage this summer. Thank you, Roxy , Annie and Group 587

Lent Retreat Day: The Carmelite Community, Faversham, invite you to join us for
a Lent Retreat Day on Saturday 5t April, at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church,
Tanners Street, ME137JW. The day begins with Mass at 10.00am and will finish by
4.00pm. All welcome

Inner Healing and Liberation Service by Fr Rozo Palic from Croatia on
Wednesday 2 April 2025 at Polish Church of Divine Mercy, Pitts Road, Slough
Berks SL1 3XH. Holy Mass at 10:15 am followed by a Talk and Prayer Ministry. All
welcome. Pls call Millie on 07957594646 for more information.

CHOIR REHEARSALS IN PREPARATION FOR EASTER.

Saturday April 51, 2.00 - 3.30 in the hall

Saturday April 12t 2.00 — 3.30 in church

Liturgies:

Maundy Thursday 17t April starts at 8.00 p.m. (choir in at 6.30)

Good Friday 18t April starts at 3.00, (choir in at 2.00)

Easter Vigil 19t April starts 8.30 p.m. (choir in at 7.00) PLEASE NOTE LATER
LITURGY START TIME

Contact Lizzie at rikhscanterbury@aol.com

Food bank Donation appeal and cake sale on the 6th of April. Donations of in
date items for the food bank can be left in the All-Saints Chapel and donations of
cakes welcome on the day. All proceeds going to the Food bank.

Easter Celebration 20th April 10:30am -12:30.
Donations of cakes welcome on the day and Easter eggs for our raffle. There will
be crafts for the kids. All funds raised going to Father James projects.

Save the date Plant and Cake Sale 11th May.

*Pilgrimage to Pentecost* (Tuesday evenings between 7 and
9pm, from 29th April to 10th June.). Join others in homes to
explore and grown your faith as we journey towards Pentecost!
Scan QR code to register or write to Sheldon Bagley on

bagley.sheldon@gmail.com for more details.




