
 

 

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT 
 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY   ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN 
 59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ    16 East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH 
 Telephone: 01227 462896   Telephone: 01227 462896 
 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   Email: hersden@rcaos.org.uk 
 Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com 

 Facebook:  St Thomas of Canterbury 
 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
 Assistant Priests: Fr Giovanni Prandini email: giovanniprandini@rcaos.org.uk  
 Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)  
 Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm 
 St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon 
 University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
  St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Executive Principal: Mr M Walters; Academy Principal: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

 From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes, Jenni 
Aldridge, Josie Price, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Audrey Martin, 
Heather Dandison, Maria Krynicki, Richard Sexton, Frank Basquil, Judith 
Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane, 
Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha,  
Marjery Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, 
Mary De Wolf, Brian Collins, Louis de Marigny, Audrey Green, Marion Kelly 
and Augustine Barna 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Sr John Baptist, Judith Roser, Mary Cawthorn, David Tully, Joe Gunn, 
John Keily, Mary Jeffries, Germaine Reid, Patricia Gibson, Vince Dalton, 
Sean Tanzey, Christine Metcalfe, Ken Clark, Fr David Standley, Keith 
Taylor, Francoise Heaton, Sheila Elliott, Ron Cameron, Mary Wright 
(Woodman), Tita Riley, William Humphries, Sister Katherine Owens, 
Teresa McGaughey, Mary Edgington, Angela Mallion, Sharon Dobson, 
Jorge Manuel Gomes, Brigid Davis, Joan Sutton, Nikkie Bachelor and 
Canon Michael Cooley 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in September 2024:   
Eva Lee and Cecilia Adekunle 

 

ST THOMAS’  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):  People of the Parish 

 

Sunday  1st September:  22nd Sun in Ordinary Time (B)  

  Mk 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

START OF THE SEASON OF CREATION 

8.00am: Ben Mutch - RIP 

9.30am: UCM and  families 

11.00am: Joseph McKee - RIP 

6.00pm: Our Lady of Medjurgorie - intentions 

 

Monday 2nd Sept:  Feria  Lk 4: 16-30 

12 noon: Fr Luke Larpil - RIP 

 

Tuesday  3rd Sept:   St Gregory the Great Mt 16: 13-19 

12 noon: Marjery Craig - welfare 

7.30pm: Charismatic Prayer Group in the Upper Group 

  

Wednesday 4th Sept: St Cuthbert Lk 4: 38-44 

10.30 - 11.30: Reconciliation 

12 noon: Steve Hall - RIP 

NO Tea and coffee in the hall after Mass due to renovations 

 

Thursday  5th Sept: Feria Lk 5: 1-11 

7.30am: Suffering of Christ 
12 noon: V M Devasia 

Scripture Group after 12 noon Mass in the Upper room 

 

Friday  6th Sept: Feria Lk 5: 33-39 

12 noon: Thanksgiving 

 

Saturday 7th Aug: Feria Lk 6: 1-5 

9.00am: Baptism Preparation 

10.30 - 11.30: Reconciliation 

12 noon: Winifred Saunders - RIP  

4.30 - 5.30pm:  Reconciliation 

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in the Upper Room 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Fr Tom Ayres - RIP 

 

Sunday  8th Sept:  23nd Sun in Ordinary Time (B) Mk 7: 31-37 

8.00am: People of the Parish 

9.30am: Christine Hannant - RIP 

11.00am: P Devasia - RIP 

6.00pm: Maureen and Syd Pepper - RIP 

 

 

St  Thomas’ Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing to have 
their children Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday,07 September 2024 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.  Places 
are limited so call or email the office to book. Please fill in a 
Registration Form in advance (from office, online or in the Narthex) 

ST DUNSTAN’S 

Sunday Mass at 10am 

 

Sunday  1st September:  22nd Sun in Ordinary Time (B)  

  Mk 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

10.00am: People of the Parish 

 

Sunday 8th Sept:  23nd Sun in Ordinary Time (B)     Mk 7: 31-37 

10.00am: People of the Parish 

NEWSLETTER 

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:  31 Aug/ 01 Sept :   No second collection this weekend 
Next weekend: 07/08 Sept :   Catholic Education Services - the chief negotiating 
body on matters affecting all aspects of Catholic Education and acts on behalf of 
the Bishops conference to support Catholic education in England and Wales as well 
as providing financial assistance for school transport in rural areas 

September 1st was proclaimed as a Day of Prayer for Creation for the Eastern Orthodox Church by Ecumenical 
Patriarch Dimitrios I in 1989. It was embraced by other major Christian European churches in 2001 and by Pope Francis 
for the Roman Catholic Church in 2015. 
 

When Pope Francis instituted a World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation he said that it will “offer individual 
believers and communities a fitting opportunity to reaffirm their personal vocation to be stewards of creation, to thank 
God for the wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our care, and to implore his help for the protection of 
creation as well as his pardon for the sins committed against the world in which we live”. 
 

The theme for this year is “Hope and Act with Creation.” This theme is drawn from Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans 
(8:19-25) where he  writes, “We are well aware that the whole of creation, until this time, has been groaning in labour 
pains. And not only that, we too, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we are groaning inside ourselves, waiting 
with eagerness for our bodies to be set free.” 
 

This biblical image pictures the Earth as a mother, groaning as in child birth. In our present age it is clear that we are 
not relating to the earth as a gift from God our creator but rather as resources to be used. Saint Francis of Assisi 
understood this when he referred to the Earth as our sister and our mother in his Canticle of Creatures. How can Mother 
Earth look after us if we do not look after her? Creation is groaning because of our selfishness and the unsustainable 
actions that harm her. 
 

Today’s Gospel focuses on the first essential step that must be taken, acknowledgement of the sources of the crises. 
Scribes and pharisees want to know why Jesus’s disciples do not follow the customs of the elders but eat their meals 
with unclean hands. In anger, Jesus summons the crowd (and us) and is clear: 
 

‘Hear me, all of you and understand. Nothing that enters one from outside can defile that person but the things that 
come from within are what defile. From within the people, from their hearts....’ 
 

This is an important message in facing ecological crises today. James Gustave Speth, an accomplished environmental 
lawyer and advocate, known for his important work at the United Nations and in co-founding and leading the Natural 
Resources Defense Council in the United States, said in an interview on the BBC in 2013: 
“I used to think the top global environmental problems were biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse and climate change. I 
thought that with 30 years of good science we could address these problems. But I was wrong. The top environmental 
problems are selfishness, greed and apathy and to deal with these we need a spiritual and cultural transformation, and 
we scientists don't know how to do that. In Laudato Sí, the encyclical that Pope Francis wrote on care of creation, he 
quotes Pope Benedict XVI as saying something basically the same, ‘The external deserts in the world are growing 
because the internal deserts have become so vast.’  How can we make those deserts bloom? 

There will be no Scripture Group after Thursday midday Mass during the month of 
August.   We recommence on the first Thursday in September. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR  SEPTEMBER 2024 
For the cry of the Earth 

We pray that each one of us will hear and take to heart the cry of the Earth and of 
victims of natural disasters and climactic change, and that all will undertake to 

personally care for the world in which we live.  

Children’s Quiet Room:  Dear Parents,  there are books in the children’s room for 
parents to use.  If you bring toys or books to keep your little ones occupied, please 
take them home with you. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY.  Children’s liturgy will not take place during August, liturgy 
will re-commence on  the 8th of September 2024 

 

 and  
 

 

to Fr James for helping us out in July and August. 

MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE PILGRIMAGES APRIL - OCT 2024:  7 Nights 
Apartment B&B from €273 per person sharing. Airport transfer available on request. 

Contact us for details and book the dates that suit you.  Tel. 020 3239 8662 or 
website www.med-irishcentre.com  MEDJUGORJE: 00387 36 651 518 / 
ENGLAND: 0044 20 3239 8662 Email: reservations@med-irishcentre.com 
Website: www.med-irishcentre.com  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter.  For the past 50 years Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter has been offering marriage enrichment retreats all around the world. 
Focused on couples who want to enrich their relationship and gain a deeper 
understanding of the Sacrament of Marriage, the retreat offers a unique experience. 
It’s a chance to explore your relationship at a deeper, more intimate level, 
regardless of how long you have been together. Thousands of couples in the UK 
have benefited from a Marriage Encounter weekend retreat, the next non-
residential retreat is from 21-22 September 2024 at Church of the Annunciation, 
Burnt Oak, London, HA8 0HQ. Why not find out more at wwme.org.uk  

New Members for the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) 
The PPC meets four times a year or more to assist our Priests with the parish’s 
pastoral concerns and some aspects of our legal requirements: Health and Safety, 
Protection. There are separate Finance and Liturgical Committees. Helen Nattrass 
stepped down as chair at the meeting on 8th July. Officers are appointed for one 
year at a time. 
The current membership is Canon Anthony, Fr. Giovanni, John Renn (Chair), Joan 
Blows (Deputy Chair) Josephine Lewis, Lisa D’Agostini (Primary School Head), 
John Paul Riordan. The ‘Office of Secretary’ is currently unfilled. 
We would like you to nominate people to serve on the council for a three-year 
period – we suggest that you ask people first. Please email your nomination, along 
with contact details, to John Renn at jrennstthomas@gmail.com by Monday 9th 
September, or put a note in the presbytery letter box. Nominees will be sent an 
application form. Nominees will be considered at the PPC meeting on 14th October. 
Canon Anthony, our parish priest, will make the final decision.  

The funeral Masses of : 
the late Joan Sutton takes place on Tuesday, 10 September at 12 noon; 
the late Brigid Davis takes place on Wednesday, 11 September at 12 noon.  Brigid 
will be brought into the church on Tuesday, 10th September at 4.00pm 

Back to school blessing Sunday 8th September There will be a blessing of 
children returning to school at the 9:30am mass ONLY .. Whether your child is at a 
new school or nursery, or has just moved into a new class they are encouraged to 
either wear their school jumper or bring their book bag to be blessed.  There will be 
tea and cakes after the mass. Donations of cakes welcome on the day.   

The annual service for those that have been harmed by abuse. 
The service will be held on the 25th September 2024 at 6.30pm @ St George’s 
Cathedral and will be led by Archbishop John Wilson. 
The service is for Healing & Hope for all those that have been harmed by abuse, 
their families & friends. It is also to recognise the work of those that support 
survivors of abuse.   
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