NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ

Telephone: 01227 462896

Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk

Web Site: https./stthomasofcanterbury.com
Facebook: St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest:
Assistant Priests:
Parish Administrator:

Canon Anthony Charlton
Fr Giovanni Prandini
Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)

Parish Office open Mon, Tues & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm), Thurs 10am - 1pm
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)

ST DUNSTAN'S, HERSDEN

16 East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH
Telephone. 01227 462896

Email: hersden@rcaos.org.uk

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: giovanniprandini@rcaos.org.uk

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Executive Principal: Mr M Walters; Academy Principal: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ST THOMAS’ (All Masses are Livestreamed)
| 2nd Col.: St George’s Cathedral |
6.00pm (Vigil): James Scott - RIP

Sunday 28th Apr: Fifth Sunday of Easter Jn 15:1-8
8.00am: Kuriyakose Chandy - RIP

9.30am: Filipino Community and their families

11.00am: Christine Metcalfe - RIP

2.00pm: African Community Mass

4.00pm: Polish Community Mass

6.00pm: People of the Parish

Monday 29th April: St Catherine of Siena Mt 11: 25-30
7.30am: Isabel Gray - birthday wishes

12 noon: Andrew Peter Kanny

6.00pm: Evening Prayer

Tuesday 30th Apr: St Pius V, Pope Jn 14: 27-31

DAY OF PRAYER FOR SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL ABUSE
12 noon: Oliva Mehlin’s intentions
6.00pm: Evening Prayer

Wednesday 1st May: St Joseph the Worker
10.30 - 11.30: Reconciliation
12 noon: Alfie and Lucy McKay - RIP

Tea and coffee in the hall after Mass
6.00pm: Evening Prayer

Mt 13: 54-58

Thursday 2nd May: St Athanasius Jn 15: 9-11
7.30am: Colette O’Loughlin - welfare

12 noon: Bishop Charles Henderson - RIP

Friday 3rd May: Sts Philip and James, Apostles Jn 14: 6-14
7.30am: Private Intentions

12 noon: NO MIDDAY MASS

6.00pm: Evening Prayer

Saturday 4th May: The English Martyrs Jn 15: 18-21
9.00am: First Holy Communion Preparation in the Hall

10.30 - 11.30: Reconciliation

12 noon: Amelia Grant - RIP

4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation

6.00pm (Vigil): Mary and Matthew Quested - RIP

Sunday 5th May: Sixth Sunday of Easter Jn 15: 9-17

8.00am: People of the Parish

9.30am: UCM Members and families

11.00am: GCSE Students - exam intentions
4.00pm: Confirmation Reconciliation in the Church
6.00pm: John Mehlin - RIP

ST DUNSTAN’S
Sunday Mass at 10am

Sunday 28th Apr: Fifth Sunday of Easter Jn 15: 1-8
10.00am: Marion Nash - RIP
Sunday 5th May: Sixth Sunday of Easter Jn 15: 9-17

10.00am: People of the Parish

Wednesday, 8th May: Ascension Thursday Vigil Mass: at
6.00pm

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes, Jenni
Aldridge, Josie Price, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey
Martin, Heather Dandison, Maria Krynicki, Richard Sexton, Frank Basquil,
Judith Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Jean
Crane, Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur
Noronha, William Humphries, Marjery Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie
David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan, Tita Riley, Mary De Wolf, Brian Collins,
Louis de Marigny and Mary Wright

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Molly Kelly, William Edwards Jr, Nan Weber, William Quinn, Barbara
Markham, Sancho Vibal , Eva Lee, Nicholas Murphy, Cecilia Adekunle,
Deirdre Mills, Janet Rogers, Judith Ross, Lewis Rising, Heinz Vogel, Bill
Parker, Sr John Baptist, Judith Roser, Mary Cawthorn, David Tully, Joe
Gunn, John Keily, Mary Jeffries, Germaine Reid, Patricia Gibson, Vince
Dalton, Sean Tanzey, Christine Metcalfe, Ken Clark, Fr David Standley,
Keith Taylor, Francoise Heaton, Sheila Elliott and Ron Cameron,

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in May 2024:
Hubert Whyte, Mary Mariasy, Gabriel Mendes and Russell Thompson

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY 2024
For the formation of religious and seminarians
We pray that religious women and men, and seminarians, grow in their own
vocations through their human, pastoral, spiritual and community formation, leading
them to be credible witnesses to the Gospel.

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:

This weekend: 27/28 April: St George’s Cathedral: this collection helps to meet
the cost of the upkeep of the Mother Church of our Diocese.

Next weekend: 04/05 May: No second collection this weekend.

St Thomas’ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have
their children Baptised...our next preparation meeting will be on
Saturday, 11 May 2024 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery. Places are
limited so call the office to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in
advance (from office, online or in the Narthex)




From Fr Anthony...

IAs a child our family would sometimes stay with my uncle and aunt in County Cork, Ireland. Every
uevenlng after supper, we would all kneel down facing a little altar on the wall and say the Rosary
.together My abiding memory is being distracted by their pet rabbit as it hopped between our legs.

:Thls week sees the beginning of the month of May. May is traditionally is known as a month of Mary. It is
1a good time to think about the Rosary. The Vatican document on Popular Piety says of the Rosary, “The

'Rosary, or Psalter of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is one of the most excellent prayers to the Mother of God.

IThus "the Roman Pontiffs have repeatedly exhorted the faithful to the frequent recitation of this Biblically

nlnsplred prayer which is centred on contemplation of the salvific events of Christ's life, and their close

.assomahon with his Virgin Mother.”

It goes on to state, “The Rosary is essentially a contemplative

\prayer, which requires "tranquillity of rnythm or even a mental lingering which encourages the faithful to
.meditate on the mysteries of the Lord's life". An Anglican priest, Robert Llewelyn, wrote a popular book

on the Rosary entitled, “A Doorway to Silence: A Contemplative use of the Rosary”.

In his preface he

'quotes a Dominican priest, Gabriel Harty, who says that those who say the Rosary have gone beyond
'the stage of meditation and entered the restful state of contemplative prayer. He writes, “the Rosary has

nbeen for many a way in to silent prayer. The silence of the heart before God is the essence of the prayer

|I|fe

:Robert Llewelyn’s advice about saying the Rosary is, "to say it plainly and simply as an offering to God

without introspective glances to enquire whether what we are doing is meaningful or not". The practise of

'saying the Rosary is in itself (or readily lends itself to become) a contemplative activity, the silence
'beyond for those called to it, being simply a deepening of what has gone before, opening ourselves yet
'more fully to the impact of the truth which is in Jesus. | have sometimes come across those who have
nbeen so enthusiastic about the beauty and value of the Rosary that they suggest is this best and only

.way of praying and the only way to holiness. The Vatican document says,

“It is also important to avoid

Jinculcating a sense of guilt in those who do not habitually recite the Rosary: "The Rosary is an excellent
.prayer, in regard to which, however, the faithful should feel free to recite it, in virtue of its inherent

beauty".

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS

The Annual Mass for London Migrant Workers in honour of St Joseph the
Worker is on Monday 6th May 2024 at St George’s Cathedral, London SE1 6HR at
12.30pm. All are invited. Please come early. You are welcome to come in national
dress if you would like to take part in the banner procession at 12.15pm. The Mass
is hosted by the three London Catholic Diocese, supported by the Justice and
Peace Commissions and Ethnic Chaplaincies, Caritas Brentwood and London
Citizens UK. in celebration of all the people who live, work and contribute to life
across our city.

May Rosaries: During May we will be saying the Rosary from
11h30 (before 12 noon Mass) in the Church. If you would like to
lead the praying of the Rosary, please sign up on the sheet in the
Narthex.

UPKEEP OF ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL. St George’s Cathedral
is entirely reliant upon the generosity of its parishioners, volunteers
and the Archdiocese of Southwark to keep its doors open. It does
not receive Vatican or government funding, nor has an endowment
to rely on. Your support can enable the Cathedral to remain open
daily to those seeking a place of peace, prayer

and worship. Thank you! E E
# Donate Online: www.rcaos.org.uk/Cathedral .
¢ Or Scan QR Code

¢ Tele. weekdays 9am — 5 pm: 020 7960 2504

4 Cash / Cheque — please use the St George’s
Cathedral envelopes at the back of church

New Opportunities Fair has been postponed to 26 May 2024 from 10h30 to
13h00. Come and meet the organisations supporting our community, if you would
like to get involved, please contact socialstthomasrc@gmail.com

Plant and Cake Sale 19thMay in the church hall donations of Plants, seeds and
cakes welcome on the day please see poster for more details.

The Divine Mercy Apostolate, London is holding a First Saturday Divine Mercy
Recollection Day at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, on Saturday 1st June
2024 from 11 am to 4:30 pm. All welcome. Pls call millie on 07957594646 for more
information.

HCPT QUIZ Night: Thank you to all those who joined our fun
evening where we raised £526.00 with lots of laughter and
enjoyment.

HCPT (GROUP 587) SUMMER PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES

25 May - 1st June 2024. £960 (accommodation only £645). For more information
contact Annie Judge (07866515797 / anniejudge@hotmail.com) or chat with Father
Anthony. There are also leaflets in the Narthex.

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY

We will be holding a Christians Together Pentecost Prayer Celebration at
Canterbury Baptist Church from 6:30-8:30pm on Pentecost Sunday (19t May), in
partnership with the National Day of prayer. (NDoP is an organisation founded by
Pastor Jonathan Oloyede, with a mission to encourage and ‘join the dots’ of prayer
across the UK. Jonathan has asked if they might join us for a celebration on
Pentecost Sunday, to pray with us for Canterbury, and also to call the nation to a
new wave of fervent, expectant prayer.) The service will be live-streamed and
viewable online for anyone unable to attend in person.

Night of Prayer, 10pm Friday 17t May to 5am Saturday 18t at St Andrew’s URC.
There will be worship throughout the night, with times of prayer led by church
leaders from around the city.

TEA AND COFFEE WEDNESDAYS: From 24th April, tea and
coffee will again be available after the 12 noon Mass every
Wednesday in the hall- all are welcome.

ST DUNSTAN'’S PARISH MATTERS

Celebration of the Vigil Mass of the Ascension of the Lord for St
Dunstan’s Parish will take place on Wednesday, 8th May at 6pm




