
 

 

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN, KENT 
 ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY   ST DUNSTAN’S, HERSDEN 
 59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ    16 East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH 
 Telephone: 01227 462896   Telephone: 01227 462896 
 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   Email: hersden@rcaos.org.uk 
 Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com 

 Facebook:  St Thomas of Canterbury 
 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
 Assistant Priests: Fr Giovanni Prandini email: giovanniprandini@rcaos.org.uk  
 Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)  
 Parish Office open Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm) 
 St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon 
 University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  

  St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Executive Principal: Mr M Walters; Academy Principal: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

This coming Wednesday, 14th February, we celebrate St Valentine’s Day but this year it is also Ash Wednesday and the beginning 
of our journey to Easter. The forty days of Lent were originally established in the fourth century to prepare those who were to be 
baptised at the Easter Vigil. 
For us here at St Thomas of Canterbury, eight people will be baptised at the Easter Vigil and six people will be received into full 
communion with Catholic church. All fourteen will then be confirmed and receive Holy Communion for the first time. At Easter, we 
who have been baptised, have the opportunity to renew our commitment to Jesus and renew our baptismal promises. Lent is 
therefore a time for the catechumens (those to be baptised) and the candidates (those to be received into full communion) and all of 
us to prepare for the great Easter feast. We do this in three ways; by prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Prayer enables us to fix our 
minds on Christ and his Gospel message. Fasting helps our body to share in the sufferings of Jesus and the poor. Almsgiving 
enables us to set aside money for those in need. Almsgiving can include gifts of time, money and commitment to the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy.  
Take some time in the next few days to decide how you want to prepare for the celebration of Easter. Here are some pointers. Is 
there any way you would want to pray during Lent?  Pope Francis has designated this year as a year of prayer in preparation for 
next year’s Holy Year. One popular devotion is to pray the Way of the Cross. This year, every Friday evening, we will have a 
celebration of the Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm. There are some good pamphlets in our shop that give suggested ways to 
meditate on Jesus’ journey to Calvary. The prayer group, which meeting on Tuesdays in the Upper Room, will be reflecting on the 
familiar and powerful words of the Our Father, using as a resource “We Dare to Say”. 
Of course, the great liturgical prayer is the celebration of Mass and Lent might be a time when we can come to Mass during the 
week. 
We are only obliged to fast on two days in Lent, Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. The day of fasting means that only one meal is 
taken and at other usual meal times, a small amount of food which added together would not exceed one full meal.  The object of 
fasting is to enable us to love God and love others more deeply. When we limit our own consumption of food the money we save 
means we can be more generous to others. The Friday Fast Day on the 23rd February is an opportunity to support the work of the 
Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD). This can be part of our Almsgiving.  
The days of Abstinence during Lent are Ash Wednesday, all Fridays of Lent and Good Friday. Abstinence is doing without or 
refraining from doing something. Like fasting, abstinence invites us to forgo some good thing for the sake of the greater good. 
During Lent this means refraining from eating meat. Meat is considered to include the flesh of all warm blood animals and birds. 
Here is a Lenten Prayer: 
Almighty and ever living God, you invite us deeper into your world, your people, your Lent.  May this time be one of outward focus; 
seeking you in those we often ignore.  Help us live a Lent focused on freedom, generosity, and encounter.   Give us hearts hungry to 
serve you and those who need what we have to give.  

From Fr Anthony…   

 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes, Pat Gibson, 
Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 
Audrey Martin, Heather Dandison, Maria Krynicki, Richard Sexton, Frank 
Basquil, Judith Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline 
Ventress, Jean Crane, Joyce Wharton, Pat Andrews, Patrick Lyons, Caine 
Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha,  William Humphries,  Marjory 
Craig, Juliet Nakabugo, Marie David Ambroisine, Pauline Ryan  and Tita 
Riley 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Molly Kelly, Nan Weber, Gail Wharton, William Quinn, Barbara Markham, 
Sancho Vibal , Fr Kevin St Aubyn, Eva Lee, Nicholas Murphy, Cecilia 
Adekunle, Deirdre Mills, Janet Rogers, Judith Ross, Lewis Rising, Heinz 
Vogel, Bill Parker, Sr John Baptist, Judith Roser, Mary Cawthorn, David 
Tully, Joe Gunn, John Keily, Mary Jeffries, Germaine Reid, Patricia Gibson 
and Vince Dalton 
 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in February 2024:   
Michael Hood-Cree and Rev Canon Michael Bunce 

ST THOMAS’  (All Masses are Livestreamed) 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Tatiana Smith - RIP (Janet Scott) 
Sunday  11th Feb: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Times (B) Mk 1: 40-45 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

8.00am: J P Acquaintances (F M Connellan) 
9.30am: Norah Whiting - RIP (John Whiting) 
11.00am:  People of the Parish 

6.00pm: Maureen & Sid Pepper - RIP 

 

Monday 12th Feb:  Feria Mk 8: 11-13 

7.30am: NO EARLY MASS 

12 noon: Alexie Forrester - RIP (Forrester Family) 
6.00pm: Evening Prayer 
  

Tuesday  13th Feb: Feria Mk 8: 14-21 

7.30am: NO EARLY MASS 

9.30am: Welfare of Monica Tett 
12 noon: NO MIDDAY MASS 

6.00pm: Evening Prayer 
7.00pm: RCIA 

 

Wednesday 14th Feb: ASH WEDNESDAY    Mt 6: 1-6, 16-18 

9.30am: Josephine O’Hagan (Christopher Murphy) 
10:30 -11:30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon: Roy Shersby - RIP (Osborne Family) 
6.00pm: Evening Prayer 
8.00pm: Fiona King - RIP (Simon Dean) 
 

Thursday  15th Feb: Feria Lk 9: 22-25 

7.30am: Macarena Domecq - RIP 

12 noon: Private Intentions 

6.00pm: Taize Prayer (also livestreamed) 
 

Friday  16th Feb: Feria Mt 9: 14-15 

12 noon: Robert O’Grady - RIP 

 Adoration and Benediction 

12 noon: Funeral of John Kiely at Barham Crematorium 

6.30pm: Stations of the Cross 

7.30pm: NO MASS THIS EVENING 

 

Saturday 17th Feb:  Feria Lk 5: 27-32 

10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation   

12 noon: Barry Golden - RIP (Mary Buckenham) 
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 

4:30 - 5:30pm:  Reconciliation 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Shyno Mathew - Intentions 

Sunday  18th Feb: 1st Sunday of Lent (B)  Mk 1: 12 -15 

8.00am: Sheila Turner - RIP (David Lewis) 
9.30am: John Keiley - RIP (HCPT Group 587) 
11.00am: Franz Alexander Forrester - RIP (Forrester Family) 
6.00pm: People of the Parish 

 

 

NOTE: Friday, 23 February is CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY  

St  Thomas’ Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing to have 
their children Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 2 March 2024 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.  Places are 
limited so call the office to book. Please fill in a Registration Form in 
advance (from office or online) 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY 2024 
For the terminally ill 

We pray that those with a terminal illness, and their families, receive the necessary 
physical and spiritual care and accompaniment.  

2nd Col.: SVP 

2nd Col.: Clergy Support 

ST DUNSTAN’S 

Sunday Mass at 10am 

 

Sunday  11th Feb: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Times (B) Mk 1: 40-45 

10.00am: People of the Parish 

 

Sunday  18th Feb: 1st Sunday of Lent (B)  Mk 1: 12 -15 

10.00am: People of the Parish 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

HCPT Barn Dance: Saturday, 24th Feb 2024 at 7pm  in the St Thomas Church 
Hall.  Please bring your own food and drinks.  Tea and coffee provided.  Admission: 
£10 (U14 £5). Dancing to Rejigged Ceilidh Band and a raffle.  Tickets reserved in 
advance: Annie 07866515797 or email: anniejudge@hotmail.com 

HCPT (GROUP 587) SUMMER PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 
24 May - 31st May 2024.  £960 (accommodation only £645).  For more information 
contact Annie Judge (07866515717 / anniejudge@hotmail.com) or chat with Father 
Anthony.  There are also leaflets in the Narthex. 

St Thomas’ Shop  - An excellent Lenten Booklets and other Lent/Easter items are 
now in stock.  Pop into the shop and browse! 

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:  10/11 February:  SVP - please give generously as usual 
Next weekend:  17/18 February:  Sick & Retired Priests (Clergy Support Fund) 
- this collection enables the Archdiocese to care for clergy in their retirement, old 
age, and at their time of ill-health. 

Invitation to a discussion about 'journeying together' 
The word 'synod' comes from the Greek for 'journeying together'.  
This is an invitation to an informal discussion about journeying together as a parish 
community.   Everyone is welcome (please let us know if you 
have particular access needs).   The discussion will be Sunday 
18/2/24 from 10.30 to 11.30 in  St Thomas' Church Hall.   More 
information at : https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/synod  or the QR code: 
Sophia and John-Paul (SynodStThomas@gmail.com) 

VIA CRUCIS CONCERT - The Credo Ensemble are performing in the Church on 
Saturday, 24th February from 7.30 to 8.30pm.  This is a fundraising event for the 
music fund. 

Mass in Celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage July 13th 2024 at St 
George’s Cathedral 
If you are celebrating your 1st/10th/25th/40th/50th/60th + wedding anniversary this 
year, please let us know as soon as possible, and no later than May 31st 2024, 
providing the following details:  your names in the format John and Mary Smith, 
your home address, the anniversary you are celebrating, so you can receive an 
invitation from the Archbishop for the renewal of vows during Mass.  Spaces are 
limited.  Email us at mflkent@rcaos.org.uk     As the title of your email, please write 
your parish location e.g. Maidstone St Francis.   

GRIEF in LOSS and HOPE in CHRIST retreat 
Friday 22nd- Sunday 24th March 2024 Led by Ged Walsh O. Carm, Barbara 
Salamonczyk & Liz Taylor. For anyone who has experienced a bereavement, 
whether recently or some time ago.  We grieve, remember, hope and give thanks 
for our loved ones in the light of the Resurrection Jesus.Cost: £230 single £210 
shared. To book please contact retreat@thefriars.org.uk  or Tel: 01622 717272 
  
Save the date 16th March 2024 9.45am – 4.00pm Building a Better Marriage 
This free event will be held at St John’s RC Primary School, Rochester Road, 
Gravesend, DA12 2JW,  9.45am to 4pm, is a day in which married couples can 
privately explore their relationship more deeply and gain valuable insights into the 
communication and the call of the Church to the married. Booking is essential - 
please contact Teresa on gravesend@rcaos.org.uk or by phone:  01474 352 415. 
Refreshments will be provided but please bring a packed lunch. 
  
PASSING ON THE FAITH 
How do we start?  How do we continue?  What works well for children at different 
stages?  Four online sessions for parents starting Wednesday 28th February, 8pm 
– 9:30pm.  And for grandparents, focusing specifically on the conversations which 
can help to anchor faith, four online sessions starting Thursday 18th April, 7:30 – 
9pm.  Email Lisette on mflse@rcaos.org.uk   

Taizé Prayer for peace: ‘The Lord is my Shepherd.’ Thursday 15th February 
2024 at 18.00 with Singing, Silence, Readings.  Come and pray for peace among 
all peoples. (Live Streamed – see St. Thomas’ Website). 

Eucharistic Ministers 

If you are a Eucharistic Minister and can assist with taking 
Communion to our housebound and sick parishioners, please let Fr 
Anthony or Fr Giovanni know. Thank you. 

Clergy Support Fund Second Collection 17/18 February 2024 
The clergy in our Archdiocese have given us so much. They have been there for us 
in our happiest moments and comforted us when we have lost loved ones. 
Supporting priests in their retirement is one way to show your appreciation for all 
they have one for parishes.  You make supporting our clergy in retirement possible,  
Find out how to donate to the Clergy Support Fund at 
www.rcaos.org.uk/donate/CSF or scan QR code.   
You can also donate via telephone office hours Mon-Fri 020 
7960 2504 or by using the Clergy Support Fund envelopes 
available today at the back of Church. 
Please continue to keep our Priests in your prayers. 
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