NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY, CANTERBURY & ST DUNSTAN'’S, HERSDEN, KENT

ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
59 Burgate, Canterbury, CT1 2HJ
Telephone: 01227 462896
Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: https./stthomasofcanterbury.com
Facebook: St Thomas of Canterbury
e Parish Priest:
Assistant Priests:
Fr Mark Wharton
Parish Administrator:

Canon Anthony Charlton
Fr Giovanni Prandini

Miss Linda Scott (based at St Thomas’)

Parish Office open Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri: 10am to 3.00pm (closed 1pm to 1.30pm)
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): Open Sundays from after 9.30 Mass until 12 noon b
University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)

ST DUNSTAN'S, HERSDEN

16 East View, Hersden, CT3 4HH
Telephone. 01227 462896

Email: hersden@rcaos.org.uk

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: giovanniprandini@rcaos.org.uk
email: markwharton@rcaos.org.uk

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Executive Principal: Mr M Walters; Academy Principal: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ST THOMAS’ (All Masses are Livestreamed)

6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish

Sunday 21st Jan: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Times (B) Mk 1: 14-20
THE SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD

Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity until 25th

8.00am: Joseph Kunnasseril - RIP
9.30am: Judith Ross - RIP (Annie Judge)

11.00am: Sr Marion (DofJ) - welfare (Pat and Carol)

4.00pm: Confirmation Session in hall

6.00pm: Joe de Silva

Monday 22nd Jan: St Vincent, Deacon & Martyr Mk 3: 23-30
7.30am: Welfare of Maria and Michael

12 noon: Maria Halland - RIP

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer

Tuesday 23rd Jan: Feria Mk 3: 31-35
12 noon: Rosemary Coelho - RIP

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer

7.00pm: RCIA

Wednesday 24th Jan: St Francis de Sales Mk 4: 1-20

7.30am: Welfare of Jean and Bob

10:30 -11:30am: Reconciliation

12 noon: Macarena Domecq - RIP (Forrester Family)
Tea & Coffee in the hall after Mass

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer

Thursday 25th Jan: Conversion of St Paul Mk 16: 15-18

Final Day of the Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity

7.30am: Welfare of Juliet

12 noon: Mary Cawthorn - RIP

Friday 26th Jan: Sts Timothy and Titus

12 noon: Welfare of Fiona Gatt

Adoration and Benediction

Live streamed Evening Prayer
Macarena Domecq - RIP (F.O.S.S.)

Mk 4: 26-34

6.00pm:
7.30pm:

Saturday 27th Jan: St Angela Merici

9.00am: First Holy Communion children in the hall
10.30 - 11.30am: Reconciliation

12 noon: Diane Silcock on her birthday

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room
4:30 - 5:30pm: Reconciliation

Mk 4: 35-41

6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish
Sunday 28th Jan: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Times (B) Mk 1: 21-28

8.00am: Keith Purbrick - RIP (Sue Purbrick)

9.30am: Filipino Community & their families
Welcome to FHC Children

11.00am: Brett Pereira on his birthday

4.00pm: Polish Community Mass

6.00pm: UCM Members & families

2nd Coll. LEPRA

ST DUNSTAN’S
Sunday Mass at 10am

Sunday 21st Jan: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Times (B) Mk 1: 14-20
10.00am: People of the Parish

Sunday 28th Jan: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Times (B) Mk 1: 21-28
10.00am: People of the Parish

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes, Pat Gibson,
Jenni Aldridge, Josie Price, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton,
Audrey Martin, Germaine Reid, Heather Dandison, Maria Krynicki, Richard
Sexton, Frank Basquil, Judith Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton,
Pauline Ventress, Jean Crane, Joyce Wharton, Pat Andrews, Patrick
Lyons, Caine Libin, Matthew Young, Arthur Noronha, William Humphries,
Marjory Craig, Juliet, Marie David Ambroisine and Pauline Ryan

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Molly Kelly, Nan Weber, Gail Wharton, William Quinn, Barbara Markham,
Sancho Vibal , Fr Kevin St Aubyn, Eva Lee, Nicholas Murphy, Cecilia
Adekunle, Deirdre Mills, Janet Rogers, Judith Ross, Lewis Rising, Heinz
Vogel, Bill Parker, Sr John Baptist, Judith Roser, Mary Cawthorn, David
Tully, Joe Gunn and John Keiley

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in January 2024:
Anthony Andrews

ST THOMAS’ SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:

This weekend: 20/21 January: 2nd Collection for SVP

Next weekend: 27/28 January: 2nd Collection for LEPRA. An 100 year old
organisation, offering a holistic approach to the treatment of Leprosy - involving
multidrug therapy and physiotherapy , and providing mental health support, and
social and economic advocacy. Leprosy can be cured if detected early but if left,
can cause severe disabilities and blindness.

HCPT (GROUP 587) SUMMER PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES

24 May - 31st May 2024. £960 (accommodation only £645). For more information
contact Annie Judge (07866515717 / anniejudge@hotmail.com) or chat with Father
Anthony. There are also leaflets in the Narthex.

St Thomas’ Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have
their children Baptised...our next preparation meeting will be on
Saturday, 3 February, 2024 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery. Places
are limited so call the office to book. Please fill in a Registration Form
in advance (from office or online)

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 2024
For the Gift of Diversity in the Church
Let us pray that the Holy Spirit helps us recognize the gift of different charisms
within the Christian community, and to discover the richness of different ritual
traditions in the heart of the Catholic Church.




From Fr Anthony...

e

'This Sunday is “The Sunday of the Word of God”. This year the injunction of Jesus,

'word,” (John 8:13) is our theme.

‘remain in my

uThe Word of God that we encounter in the Scriptures is not just words on a page. When we say that God
uses the “Word” we are saying that God speaks God breaks the silence and, in his love, addresses us,
.the whole of humanity. What God intends is to communicate something intimate and vital for each of us.
:Without this communication we will never be able to come to a full knowledge of God or the mystery of
1God. It is through this Word, when we read it, reflect on in, pray it, that we are having a personal
'‘conversation that can touch us in our innermost being, involving us in a loving relationship.

nWhat is amazing is that, in Jesus Christ, God speaks fully and definitely to humanity. We are
.encouraged by Jesus to “remain in him.” This is an invitation not to scatter, but to remain in him in a
:deep and radical unity like that of the vine and the branches (see John 15:1-7). Let’s look at the verb “to
remain. In the excellent Vatican Il document “Dei Verbum” it says, “out of the abundance of His love (He)
ispeaks to humankind as friends.” (Dei Verbum 2). God not only speaks to us but remains with us for a
/long time as if we were real friends whom we have known for a long time.

IPope Francis asks that “every Christian community, on one Sunday of the liturgical year, could renew its
nefforts to make the Sacred Scriptures better know and more widely. “What does it mean for us at St

. Thomas of Canterbury and St Dunstan’s, Hersden?

We need to realise the important of belng a reader at Mass. We need to attend to their liturgical

. formation so that we equip them to have some grasp of the meaning and structure of the liturgy of the

in your bag, to be able to read it during the day.”

different apps and websites.

Sundays Gospel.

word and the significance of its connection with the liturgy of the Eucharist.
Pope Francis suggests, “(M)ay you have the habit of always carrying a small Gospel in your pocket,

We can easily have the Bible on our mobile phone so we can consult it at any time. There are

We have a Thursday Scripture group that meets after midday Mass and reflects on the following

'As it says in St John’s Gospel (71:7) “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
ithe Word was God.” Take some time to let God into your life and your heart.

ST THOMAS’ PARISH MATTERS

Fire Alarm System : Please note that the new fire alarm system for
the parish hall will be installed during the week of 22nd January to
26 January inclusive and access to the Hall will be restricted.

HCPT Barn Dance. The HCPT Barn Dance takes place on
Saturday, 24th February 2024 in the St Thomas Church Hall.
Please save the date and join us for some fundraising fun.

The second summit of the International Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission for
Unity and Mission (IARCCUM) which brings together pairs of bishops - one
Catholic, one Anglican - from 27 different regions around the world, for a week of
pilgrimage, fraternity, reflection and commitment to joint mission, will begin in Rome
on Monday 22 January, and the whole group will then transfer to Canterbury on
Friday 26 January. On Sunday morning, 28th January the group will participate in
the Choral Eucharist in Canterbury Cathedral at which the new Cardinal from Hong
Kong will preach. On Saturday evening, 27th December we welcome the bishops
who will join us for our 6pm Mass. The preacher will be an Anglican bishop. Please
pray especially this week for the Unity of all Christians.

The Social committee are holding Cakes of the world on the 11
February, to celebrate the Via Francigena pilgrimage via France,
Switzerland and Italy donate a cake from your favourite part of the
world more details on posters in church.

The social committee are holding a celebration after the 9.30 am
mass on the 21st January there will be Cakes, music and a raffle.

The Sunday of the Word of God was instituted by Pope Francis in 2019 and is
observed on the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. Itis “a Sunday given over entirely
to the word of God, so as to appreciate the inexhaustible riches contained in that
constant dialogue between the Lord and his people. Devoting a specific Sunday of
the liturgical year to the word of God can enable the Church to experience anew
how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to
proclaim its unfathomable riches before the world.” (Aperuit lllis 2)

Vocations Weekend for Women (20s & 30s): Date: 16-18 Feb
2024, Liverpool

Theme: Discerning God's Call in your life

A weekend organised by the Sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus
(FCJ).

Jesus invites each of us to 'Come and See' - this weekend will give
the opportunity to explore the vocation to religious life and to reflect
on God's call to you. More information from Sr Lynne FCJ at
fcjvocationeurope@gmail.com or visit our website www.fcjsisters.org

Polish Community Masses 2024. Monthly Sunday Masses for the Polish
Community at St Thomas’ church take place at 4pm on:

28 January; 25 February; 24 March; 28 April; 26 May; 23 June;

28 July; 25 August; 22 September; 27 October; 24 November; 15 December

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: If you have a child due to
start school in September 2024 and you wish them to go to St
Thomas Catholic Primary School please ensure you submit a
supplementary form directly to the school as soon as possible.
Father Anthony will be available to sign last minute applications on
Monday, 22 January from 2pm to 4pm.




