
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

Recently on Instagram, one of football's greatest legends, Ronaldo Nazario, posted a picture of himself being 
baptised in a Catholic Church in São Paulo.  He said, “Today is a very special day. I have been baptised! The 
Christian faith has always been a fundamental part of my life since I was a child, although I had not yet been 
baptised. With the sacrament, I feel truly regenerated as a child of God—in a new, more conscious, deeper way.” He 
went on to say, “I renew my commitment to follow the path of good, free and spontaneous will, believing in the love of 
Jesus, in the love of charity.” For Ronaldo, his baptism marked an important stage in his life and his relationship with 
Jesus and his understanding of being part of the Church. 
   

You might be, or you might know of someone, who has expressed an interest in becoming a Catholic; or you might be 
someone who has been baptised as a child but has not celebrated the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. 
We, at St Thomas’, are offering an opportunity to come together in a small group to learn more about our faith. In 
these sessions we have the opportunity to reflect on our own faith journey, focus on the teachings and experience of 
Church and prepare to celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the Easter season. 
This is known as the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) and is designed to offer guidance and support for a 
spiritual journey toward a deeper relationship with Jesus and his Church. Coming to the group doesn’t commit you to 
anything.  If you don’t feel that the time is right or you are not satisfied with the answers you are getting then you are 
free to continue your discernment on your own and are always welcomed back at a time that is right for you. 
 

It is important to remember that, this way of initiation, is the responsibility of all the baptised. We all have our part to 
play in welcoming those who are thinking about becoming Catholic or who are wanting to complete their initiation as 
baptised people celebrating the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. The community of the Church, the Body 
of Christ, is the place where faith is nurtured and new Christians are formed.  
  

This Sunday used to be known as Home Mission Sunday. It is now called Evangelii Gaudium Sunday.  Evangelii 
Gaudium is Latin for the ‘joy of the Gospel’. Pope Francis wrote a great document with this title in which he invited the 
Catholic Church to be joyous in proclaiming our faith – seeking new ways of understanding the faith and reaching out 
to others. Let our joy spill out and reach those who are seeking to know God more deeply and are drawn to the 
Catholic Church. In this letter Pope Francis proposes a culture of encounter and accompaniment, “standing by people 
at every step of the way, no matter how difficult or lengthy this may prove to be.” With “patient expectation and 
apostolic endurance” the art of accompaniment “teaches us to remove our sandals before the sacred ground of the 
other (cf. Ex 3:5)” and to show special preference for the "poor, despised, and overlooked.”  
 

If you are interested in taking the next step or you know of someone who might be interested in knowing more about 
what it means to become a Catholic Christian then there are forms in the entrance of the church or speak to any of 
the priests. 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priests:  Fr Giovanni Prandini email: giovanniprandini@rcaos.org.uk  
        Fr Mark Wharton  email: markwharton@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony…   

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 
Hughes, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian 
Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, 
Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, Mary 
Jeffries, Noreen Egan, Germaine Reid, Heather Dandison, 
Maria Krynicki, John Kieley, Richard Sexton, Frank Basquil, 
Judith Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline 
Ventress, Heinz Vogel, Micheline Ambrosine, Jean Crane, 
Joyce Wharton, David Tully and Gerry Buckels. 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Anthony Andrews, Barbara Brett, Pamela Scott, Canon 
Michael Bunce, Michael Mansbridge, Michael Hood-Cree, 
Ron Green, Veronica Troope, Peter Dunbar-Johnson OBE, 
Sr Rose Penter, Bruce Johnson, Anita Johnson, Mary 
Mariasy, Russell Thompson, Gabriel Mendes, William 
Edwards Jr, Sister Helen Reynolds, Betty Scott, Molly Kelly, 
Nan Weber, Gail Wharton, William Quinn, Barbara 
Markham, Sancho Vibal and Fr Kevin St Aubyn 
 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 
September 2023:   
Kathleen Render and Diana Dorman 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 

 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  William Edwards Jnr - RIP (Trudy Khine-Smith) 
 

Sunday   17 Sep: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time   Mt 18: 21-35 

8.00am: Holy Souls 

9.30am: Gordon Plunkett - RIP (Mary & Simon Brown) 
11.00am: Betty Scott - RIP (Josie Carr) 
6.00pm: People of the Parish 

 

Monday  18th Sep: St Edith of Kemsing Lk 7: 1-10 

7.30am: Mohamed Hazem ben Guelaoui - RIP (Helen Nattrass) 
12 noon: Myriam & Andre Ambrosin - RIP (Micheline Ambroisin) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Tuesday  19th Sep: St Theodore of Canterbury Lk 7: 11-17 

12 noon: Antony Charles Ryan - RIP (Pauline Ryan) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Wednesday 20th Sep: Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Paul Chong 
                     Ha-sang and Companions Lk 7: 31-35 

7.30am: Ivy Primrose Sewell - RIP (Forrester Family) 
10:30 -11:30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon: Virginia Forrester on her 85th birthday (her children) 
 Tea & Coffee in the hall after Mass 

4.30pm: Reception of the late Barbara Markham into the church 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Thursday  21st Sep: St Matthew Mt 9: 9-13 

7.30am: Brischetto Family welfare (Y Sutton) 
12 noon: Requiem for the late Barbara Markham 

7.30pm: NO Prayer & Pub this evening 

 

Friday  22nd Sep:  Feria  Lk 8: 1-3 

12 noon: Geoff & Linda Cooke on 50th wedding anniversary 

 Adoration and Benediction after Mass until 1.30pm 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Holy Souls 

 

Saturday 23rd Sep: St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) Lk 8:4-15 

12 noon: Intentions of Sean Clancy 

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 

4:30 - 5:30pm:  Reconciliation 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Jose Luis Vicent - RIP (Bouliver-Vicent Family) 
 

Sunday   24th Sep: 25th Sun in Ordinary Time    Mt 20: 1-16 

8.00am: Gerry Buckels - welfare (Trudy and Bob) 
9.30am: Filipino Community and families 

11.00am: Long-Castro Family welfare 

 Baptism of Elisha Lake 

6.00pm: People of the Parish 

SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:  16/17 September: Evangelii Gaudium (Home Missions) see 
information panel on next page 
Next weekend:  23/24 September: SVP collection 

Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 7 October 2023 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.  Places 
are limited so call the office to book. Please fill in a Registration 
Form in advance (from office or online) 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2023 
For people living on the margins 

We pray for those persons living on the margins of society, in inhumane life 
conditions; may they not be overlooked by institutions and never considered of 

lesser importance. 

Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each 
other? Do you argue … or have you just stopped talking to each other? Does 
talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille is a programme to support cou-
ples who have difficulties in their marriage. For confidential information about 
‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next Face to Face weekend in Welwyn Garden 
City on 13-15 October 2023, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443 or email 
retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

There will be a Seminar entitled “Promoting Racial and Cultural 
Inclusion in Our Parishes, Schools and Communities”. This 
seminar will take place at the Amigo Hall, St George’s Cathe-
dral, Southwark, from 9.30am to 4.00pm on Saturday 28 Octo-
ber 2023. You are all welcome. Information and registration, at 

this link or scan the QR Code; https://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/mission/
commission-for-promoting-racial-and-cultural-inclusion/what-we-do/. Or email: 
racialjusticecommission@rcaos.org.uk.  Please join us for a stimulating and hope
-filled day of discussion. Registration is FREE. 

FIRST AIDERS AT MASS:  Are you a first aider? Would you be prepared to 
volunteer to be on-call at the Mass you attend?  If you could volunteer you time 
and talents, give your name, contact details and Mass you attend to Linda.  

CONFIRMATION:  Application forms for the 2023/2024 pro-
gramme for young people in Year 9 and above are available in the 
Narthex or from the Parish Office. 

On 15 November a Mass will be offered by Canon Michael Branch at 2pm in 
St George's Cathedral. Southwark.  The theme this year is "Affirming the 
Church’s Message on Marriage and Family Life?” 
We hope that the Coloma Convent Girls’ choir will enhance the liturgy and there 
will be a happy reception afterwards.  Tickets for the occasion will be 
£25.  We hope to have enough to give a donation to charity.  

PIANO RECITAL in the church hall on Saturday, October 21st 2023 at 3pm.  
Kilian Langrieger will play works by Bach, Mozart, Scriabin and Brahms.   Ad-
vance tickets will be available for purchase for £13 (£10 for students) from the 
parish shop from Monday September 18th and after all Saturday Vigil and Sun-
day Masses from next weekend. Further info. from Mark Lyons on 01227 533666 

St Edmund’s Catholic School Dover.  St Edmund’s Catholic School, Dover, 
are holding their Year 6 Open Evening on Wed, 27 Sept from 5:00-7:00pm.  
Open Mornings will be held the following week – 2-6 Oct from 9:00-9:45am.  

Glazed wall tiles: Around 120 unused glazed wall tiles free to anyone who can 
make use of them. All 6 x 6 inches in size.  Approximately 80 pure white smooth 
surface, and 40 textured and mottled beige. Contact Mary on 07796 271458. 

Evangelii Gaudium – Preparing for the Jubilee Year in Faith and Prayer 
Evangelii Gaudium Sunday calls us to be joyous in proclaiming our faith. 
“Evangelii Gaudium” is Latin for “Joy of the Gospel”. The day supports the work 
carried out by the Mission Directorate on behalf of the Bishops’ Conference. 
A key focus of work for the next few years is responding to Pope Francis’ calling 
of a Jubilee Year in 2025 with the theme Pilgrims of Hope. The Holy Father has 
invited the whole Church to prepare for the Jubilee in the two years prior through: 
· Reflecting on the four Constitutions of the Second Vatican Council in 2023. 
· Deepening our prayer life, with a special focus on the Lord’s Prayer, in 2024. 
To support the Church in England and Wales in this important initiative the 
Mission Directorate has produced a series of videos on the four Constitutions 
which reflect on the Liturgy, the Word of God, the Church and on its role in the 
modern world. https://www.cbcew.org.uk/evangelii-gaudium-sunday 
A range of resources are being prepared for the Year of Prayer in 2024 which 
include a course on the Lord’s Prayer from small groups for Lent, 
encouragement to try different ways of praying from the tradition of the Church. 
The Mission Directorate will be supporting the Jubilee co-ordinator appointed by 
each diocese. 
Please support the Mission Directorate through prayer and giving to the second 
collection. However much you give, big or small, it will go directly to support this 
important work to bring the joy of the Gospel to all. 

Altar Servers 

If you have made our First Communion and would like to become 
an Altar server the next preparation session is on  Saturday 23rd 
September at 1pm in the Church.  

2nd Coll. Evangelli Gaudium 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AND FIRST RECONCILIATION:  
Application forms for the 2023/2024 programme for children in 
Year 3 and above are available in the Narthex or from the Parish 
Office. 
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