
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

 

This week, I would like to continue some thoughts on the Mass, particularly on Communion. It is 
important to remember that Jesus didn't simple say “This is my body” and This is my Blood” but rather 
“This is my body which is given up for you” and “This is my blood, the blood of the new and eternal 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 

It is the sacrificial Jesus who is present in the Eucharist, it is the Lord giving himself for us and 
shedding his blood for us. When we celebrate the Eucharist, we are sharing in the saving death and 
resurrection of Jesus. The saving presence of Jesus is not intended simply to deepen our personal 
unity with him. Salvation involves our unity with each other in Christ. Eucharistic communion is not a 
private devotion, our individual reception of Jesus for our own isolated benefit. Whenever we 
celebrated Mass at St Thomas of Canterbury we are coming together as the body of Christ. We are not 
receiving Jesus as isolated individuals but as members of his Body. Jesus has given us the Eucharist 
for the deepening of the unity of the Church. We need to ask ourselves, 'Is the effect of our daily and 
weekly celebration of Mass in this parish resulting in us growing ever more strongly into a living and 
tangible unity?’  Celebrating and receiving communion here in Canterbury also means that we are in 
full communion with our Bishop John Wilson, with all the Catholic bishops of the world and with our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis. 
 

I do miss my friend Bishop Michael Evans for his clarity and understanding of the Eucharist. He was 
instrumental in helping the Bishops of England and Wales write “One Bread One Body.”  Here are 
some his words: 
 

“We receive the consecrated and transformed bread and cup so that we who receive them can be 
consecrated and transformed by the powerful presence of Christ within us. We receive Jesus himself 
so that we can more truly bring Jesus and be Jesus to others once we leave the Eucharistic 
celebration. Our recognition and reception of the real presence of the Lord in the breaking of bread 
should open our eyes to recognise his hidden presence in one another, especially in the broken lives 
of the poor and oppressed, the unwanted and rejected, and to receive, revere and serve his presence 
in them”  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priests:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
        Fr Mark Wharton  email: markwharton@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 
Hughes, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian 
Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, 
Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, Mary 
Jeffries, Noreen Egan, Germaine Reid, Heather Dandison, 
Maria Krynicki, John Kieley,  Richard Sexton, Frank 
Basquil, Judith Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, 
Pauline Ventress, Heinz Vogel, Micheline Ambrosine, Jean 
Crane, Joyce Wharton, David Tully and Gerry Buckels. 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Anthony Andrews, Barbara Brett, Pamela Scott, Canon 
Michael Bunce, Michael Mansbridge, Michael Hood-Cree, 
Ron Green, Veronica Troope, Peter Dunbar-Johnson OBE, 
Sr Rose Penter, Bruce Johnson, Anita Johnson, Mary 
Mariasy, Russell Thompson, Gabriel Mendes, William 
Edwards Jr, Sister Helen Reynolds, Betty Scott, Molly Kelly, 
Nan Weber, Gail Wharton, William Quinn and Barbara 
Markham 
 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 
August 2023:   
Norah Neve, Sean Burke, William Hammerton, Bridget 
Salmon and Bernard Packer 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 

 

 

 

1.30pm: Wedding of Claire Putman and David Griffen 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Gerry Buckels - welfare 

 

Sunday 20th Aug: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Mt  15:21-28 

8.00am: Betty Scott - RIP (Ignacio Family) 
9.30am: People of the Parish 

11.00am: Catherine & Bernard Packer - RIP (Kathleen Gawler) 
6.00pm: Mr & Mrs Stuart Reiss - wed. anniv. (Forrester Fam.) 
 

Monday  21st Aug: St Pius X Mt 19: 16-22 

7.30am: Daphne Ellis’ intentions (Joan Blows) 
12 noon: UCM Families and friends 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Tuesday  22nd Aug:  Queenship of our Lady Mt 19: 23-30 

9.20am: Funeral of Molly Kelly at Barham Crematorium 

12 noon: Mary Ashman - RIP (Catherine Ashman)  
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Wednesday 23rd Aug: St Rose of Lima Mt 20: 1-16 

7.30am: Francis King - welfare (Mrs Noding) 
10:30 -11:30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon: William Edward Jnr - RIP (Williams Family) 
 Tea & Coffee in the hall after Mass 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Thursday  24th Aug: St Bartholomew Jn 1: 45-51 

7.30am: Judy Lynch - RIP (Fr Anthony) 
12 noon: Betty Scott - RIP (Angela Nichols) 
2.30pm: Funeral of William Quinn 

7.30pm: NO Prayer & Pub this evening 

 

Friday       25th Aug:  Feria  Mt 22: 34-40 

12 noon: Libin Mathai’s intentions 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: NO EVENING MASS 

 

Saturday 26th Aug: Feria Mt 23: 1-12 

10:30 -11:30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon:  Daisy on her birthday 

4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 

4:30 - 5:30pm:  Reconciliation 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Betty Scott - RIP (E M Murphy) 
 

Sunday 27th Aug: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time   Mt 16:13-20 

8.00am: Alan Michael - 80th birthday (Everson Family) 
9.30am: Filipino Community and Families 

11.00am: People of the Parish 

4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 

6.00pm: Doris Cassar - RIP (Gemma) 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Monday, 28 August is a Bank Holiday.   
           Mass on this day will be at 9.00am 

SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:  19/20 August: The collection this weekend is for the SVP.  
 Next weekend:  26/27 August: No second collection 

Baptism Preparation:   To all parents wishing to have their chil-
dren Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on Saturday, 
2 September 2023 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.  Places are 
limited so call the office to book. Please fill in a Registration Form 
in advance (from office or online) 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR AUGUST 2023 
For World Youth Day  

We pray the World Youth Day in Lisbon will help young people to live  
and witness the Gospel in their own lives.  

Worship meeting at St Thomas Catholic Church every first and third Saturday 
of the month from 4pm to 6pm in the St Thomas’ church hall - it's is open for all. 

2nd Collection: SVP 

No second collection 

Promise Auction On Saturday, 16th September there will be an 
Auction of Promises and other items at 7.00pm in the church 
hall.  Available on the night light snacks and nibbles. Free en-
try.  There will be lots of fun with varied and interesting lots and 
many one-off, not-to-be missed opportunities. 
 

The organisers are currently seeking promises from our parish 
community so if you can offer a service or an item for sale, they 
would be very interested to hear from you.   
Contact socialstthomasrc@gmail.com or the church office. 
 If you can, can you pledge something? It could be a babysit; or an 
hour's gardening; or a cake; dog walking, music lesson, a home 
cooked meal, a lift to church; or something sitting in your cupboard 
that you no longer need. It could be anything that you can do/have 
that others might like and it will be fun watching us all bid for the 
lots. All funds raised going to our parish  

LIVESTREAMING IN CHURCH . We use livestreaming for all Masses.  If any 
services are to be recorded we will inform the parish of those specific services. 

There will be a Seminar entitled “Promoting Racial and Cultural 
Inclusion in Our Parishes, Schools and Communities”. This 
seminar will take place at the Amigo Hall, St George’s Cathe-
dral, Southwark, from 9.30am to 4.00pm on Saturday 28 Octo-
ber 2023. You are all welcomed to this archdiocesan initiative by 

the Commission for Promoting Racial and Cultural Inclusion chaired by Canon 
Victor Darlington, Episcopal Vicar for the Southeast. On the day there will be 
contributions from a range of speakers, including the Most Reverend John Wil-
son, the Metropolitan Archbishop of Southwark. Information and registration, at 
this link or scan the QR Code; https://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/mission/
commission-for-promoting-racial-and-cultural-inclusion/what-we-do/. Or write us: 
racialjusticecommission@rcaos.org.uk.  Please join us for a stimulating and hope
-filled day of discussion. Registration is FREE. 

Fr John is leaving us in early September.  The farewell get to-
gether is on Sunday, 3rd September after the 11am Mass in the 
Hall.  Please join us for refreshments. 

Diocesan Day for Catechists - 30 September 2023 
On behalf of the Archbishop, we invite you to attend the annual Diocesan Day for 
Catechists. This day is for all the catechists of the diocese, including those in-
volved in Liturgy of the Word for Children and the RCIA process.  
Where: Amigo Hall, St George’s Cathedral, Lambeth Road, SE1 6HR 
When: Saturday 30 September 2023 
Starting: 10:00am; finishing with Mass at 4:00pm 
Please go to our website and register - aec.rcaos.org.uk/latest/cat23. Last year 
the event was fully booked.   
Please do not turn up on the day without booking first to enable us to make all 
necessary arrangements.  
Your parish office will receive an email confirming each booking, as the parish is 
encouraged to pay the £10 attendance fee but you need to register individually! 
*This year we are asking you to register individually* ** Please register by 
27 September** 

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY NEWS 

Franklin Graham’s ‘God Loves You’ tour arrives at the Excel in London, 6pm 
Saturday 26th August.  This is a free event, and Canterbury Baptist Church are 
running two free coaches to London for it. 
“If you’re not a Christian, you’re very welcome along. If you’re a Christian, to get 
on the coach you need to bring along a non-Christian friend”.   
To book places: office@canterburybaptistchurch.org.uk 

Pilates Classes with Jennifer Bintley - for  breathing, balance, 
strength, mobility, concentration, co-ordination & flexibility 

Venue:  St Thomas of Canterbury RC Church Hall, entrance in 
Canterbury Lane 

Weekly from Tuesday 12 September 10.30-11.30am - NO MAT 

Weekly from Wednesday 13 September 10.30-11.30 - Please 
bring own Mat 
Registration on Tuesday 22nd August in Church Hall 10.30-

11.30am.  Forms available from Linda during Parish Office Hours. 

Trip to Lourdes:  Father Anthony and a parish group are visiting 
Lourdes this coming Friday, staying at Hosanna House, Batres.  If 
anyone would like to have an intention placed in the grotto, there-
with be a box in the Narthex of the church and these will be taken 
and placed in the Grotto next week. 
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