
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

I spent the early evening of my day off on Thursday watching the live coverage of the young people 
welcoming Pope Francis as they gathered in the Edward VII park in Lisbon. This was World Youth Day 
2023. It was an amazing spectacle to see over 500,000 young people from all over the world, 
expressing with great joy, their delight in being together and welcoming the Holy Father. After some 
joyous music and choreography, there was the reading of the Gospel of St Luke when Jesus sent the 
disciples out in pairs saying, “The harvest is great but the labourers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send labourers to bring in the harvest” and “I am sending you like lambs among wolves”.  
 

In his homily, Pope Francis spoke to the young people but his words are for all of us. 
He told the young people that they are not here in Lisbon by accident; “The Lord has called you. From 
the very beginning of your life Jesus has called you by name. The words, 'I called you by name’ are 
written in your hearts. Each of us is called by name. Think on this, 'Jesus called me by my name’. 
From the first moment of our existence we are called because we are loved. We are born because we 
are loved. We are precious children in the eyes of God. This makes us unique and an original 
masterpiece whose beauty we are only beginning to glimpse.  Dear young people at this World Youth 
Day, let us help one another to recognise this fundamental reality. This is true despite the fact that our 
eyes are clouded by negativity and dazzled by so many distractions.”   
 

The Pope assured the young people that “God’s heart beats uniquely for you. Let us recognise that we 
are loved just as we are not as we would like to be. This is the starting point of our lives that we are 
loved as we are".  He went on to say, “If God calls you by name you know it means that for him you 
are not a number but a face. You are precious.”   He pointed out that, “Many people know your name 
but do not call you by name. Your name is known. It appears on social networks and is processed by 
algorithms that are associated with likes and preferences which are useful for market research yet it 
does not begin to approach you in your uniqueness. How many wolves hide behind false smiles when 
say they know you yet they do not love you? They insist they believe in you, and that you will become 
someone but then abandon you when you do not matter. They show themselves for what they are - 
vain, superfluous, and surrogate things that leave us empty inside.” 
 

The Pope reminded the young people that Jesus is different: “He trusts you, for him you truly matter. 
Each one of us matters. We are not a community of the perfect but we are called as we are, with our 
problems, with our limitations, with all of our joys, and our wish to become better.”  He ended by 
saying, “In the church there is space for all as we are. There is room for everyone.” 
 

I believe this is a very important message for all - not just the young - at this time. God loves us as we 
are and not as society wishes us to be. 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priests:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
        Fr Mark Wharton  email: markwharton@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 
Hughes, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian 
Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, 
Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Barbara Markham, Angela 
Nichols, Tom Carr, Mary Jeffries, Noreen Egan, Germaine 
Reid, Heather Dandison, Maria Krynicki, John Kieley,  
Richard Sexton, Frank Basquil, Judith Parsons, Therese 
Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline Ventress, Heinz Vogel, 
Micheline Ambrosine, Jean Crane, Joyce Wharton, Gail 
Wharton, David Tully and Gerry Buckles. 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Anthony Andrews, Barbara Brett, Pamela Scott, Canon 
Michael Bunce, Michael Mansbridge, Michael Hood-Cree, 
Ron Green, Veronica Troope, Peter Dunbar-Johnson OBE, 
Sr Rose Penter, Bruce Johnson, Anita Johnson, Mary 
Mariasy, Russell Thompson, Gabriel Mendes, William 
Edwards Jr, Sister Helen Reynolds and Betty Scott 
 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 
August 2023:   
Norah Neve, Sean Burke, William Hammerton, Bridget 
Salmon and Bernard Packer 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 

 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  People of the Parish 

 

Sunday   6th Aug: Transfiguration of the Lord  Mt 17: 1-9 

8.00am: Heather Storey - RIP (Roberta) 
9.30am: Kearns Family (Mutch Family) 
11.00am: The Father of all Mankind - thanksgiving 

12.15: Baptism of Derek Jackson Manzino 

6.00pm: Jerry & Anne O’Riordan (Sr Luch Brody) 
 

Monday  7th Aug: St Sixtus II Mt 14: 13-21 

7.30am: NO EARLY MASS TODAY 

12 noon: Holy Souls in Purgatory 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Tuesday  8th Aug:  St Dominic  Mt 14: 22-36 

12 noon: Betty Scott - RIP 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Wednesday 9th Aug: St Teresa Benedicta of  
 the Cross (Edith Stein) Mt 25: 1-13 

7.30am: NO EARLY MASS TODAY 

10:30 -11:30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon: Mary Mariasy - RIP (SVP Friends) 
 Tea & Coffee in the hall after Mass 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Thursday  10th Aug: St Lawrence Jn 12: 24-26 

7.30am: Holy Souls in Purgatory 

12 noon: Teresa Kelly - RIP (Bernadette Lyons) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: NO Prayer & Pub this evening 

 

Friday       11th Aug:  St Clare  Mt 16: 24-28 

12 noon: Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Holy Souls in Purgatory 

 

Saturday 12th Aug: Feria Mt 17: 14-20 

10:30 -11:30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon:  Robert Ashley-Thomas’ intentions (Sean Clancy) 
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 

4:30 - 5:30pm:  Reconciliation 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Betty Scott - RIP (Monica) 
 

Sunday   13th Aug: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time Mt  14:22-33 

8.00am: People of the Parish 

9.30am: Thanksgiving (Angel) 
11.00am: Thomas Conway - welfare (A Burton) 
12.15: Baptism of Zac Fernandes 

 Baptism of Nicoli Family 

6.00pm: Welfare of Marjorie Davis (Hilary McKernan) 

SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:  29/30 July: No second collection.  
 Next weekend:  05/06 August: No second collection 

Baptism Preparation:  
To all parents wishing to have their children Baptised…our next 
preparation meeting will be on Saturday, 2 Sept. 2023 at 9.00 am 
in the Presbytery.  Places are limited so call the office to book. 
Please fill in a Registration Form in advance (from office or online) 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR AUGUST 2023 
For World Youth Day  

We pray the World Youth Day in Lisbon will help young people to live  
and witness the Gospel in their own lives.  

Worship meeting at St Thomas Catholic Church every first and third Saturday 
of the month from 4pm to 6pm in the St Thomas’ church hall - it's is open for all. 

No second Collection 

No second collection 

Promise Auction On Saturday, 16th September there will be an 
Auction of Promises and other items at 7.00pm in the church 
hall.  Available on the night light snacks and nibbles. Free en-
try.  There will be lots of fun with varied and interesting lots and 
many one-off, not-to-be missed opportunities. 
 

The organisers are currently seeking promises from our parish 
community so if you can offer a service or an item for sale, they 
would be very interested to hear from you.   
Contact socialstthomasrc@gmail.com or the church office. 
 If you can, can you pledge something? It could be a babysit; or an 
hour's gardening; or a cake; dog walking, music lesson, a home 
cooked meal, a lift to church; or something sitting in your cupboard 
that you no longer need. It could be anything that you can do/have 
that others might like and it will be fun watching us all bid for the 
lots. All funds raised going to our parish  

Mass in Celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage, Sept. 23rd, 3pm, at St 
George’s Cathedral:  If you are celebrating your 1st/10th/25th/40th/50th/60th + 
wedding anniversary this year, please contact the Parish office no later than 31 
July, You can email  mflkent@rcaos.org.uk : email title: your parish e.g. Ashford, 
Canterbury.   Marriage & Family Life Kent, RC Arch. of Southwark 

“Grief in Loss, Hope in Christ Weekend"  If you are mourning the death of a 
loved one - this weekend may be for you. Aylesford Priory 6 - 8 October 2023. 
Cost £230 single, £210 shared. Info: 01622 717272;  reception@thefriars.org.uk   

Fr John will be leaving us in early September.  We would like to give 
him a traditional St Thomas send-off.  Envelopes for donations are on the 
pews and at the back of the church.  Please drop these into the 1st col-
lection bags or post through the Presbytery Post Box.  If you would like to 
donate online, plese use the reference JHGO.  Thank you  

RIDE AND STRIDE  This event takes place on 9 September this year.  If you 
can help staff the welcome table at the church door, please let Linda know be-
fore 15 August.  If we do not get enough support we will not be able to host this 
event. So your donation of your time would be most welcome.  Thank you, Linda 

CHOIR SIGNUP  If you would like to sign up for our 11am Sunday 
Mass, there is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

100 Club Winners:  Congratulations to our July 2023 100 Club 
winners - Francis Harvey (83) and Tony Grace (66) 

Southwark Justice and Peace Commission Autumn Assembly 23rd Septem-
ber 2023 at St Edmund Catholic Church, Beckenham. Mass 10am continuing 
10.20am in the parish hall. Entitled ‘The Right to Stay: Free to Choose’. En-
trance free. Lunch provided. Everyone welcome. Keynote speaker Bishop Paul 
McAleenan. To reserve a place email justiceandpeace@rcaos.org 
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