
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

 

In my previous parishes, on this feast of Pentecost, the children released helium filled red balloons at 
the end of Mass to celebrate the great feast. This feast is sometimes referred to as the birthday of the 
church, hence the balloons. Pentecost ushers in the age of the Church. Now Jesus lives and acts in 
and with the Church. We are not merely remembering a past event when those in the Upper Room 
were transformed and changed. For us the Holy Spirit is not just a help for the mission of the church. 
He is salvation; and he is life itself. We celebrate today that we are all filled with that Spirit just as Mary, 
the women and the apostles were transformed. 
 

Today we celebrate the gift that is given to all of us, this gift of love. We are all immersed in the “ocean 
of the Father's love,” Cardinal Ranerio Cantalamassa wrote. “They discovered for the first time what 
the love of the Father was, this love that Jesus spoke to them about for so long and in vain. They 
discovered the tenderness that is in the name Abba which they had heard their Master share about 
many times.” A great Pentecost hymn is “Come down O love Divine, seek thou this soul of mine.”  
 

Because of the gift of speech, all were able to understand the apostles. It was the reversal of Babel. At 
the building of the tower of Babel the people said, “Let us make a name for ourselves." Their focus was 
on themselves and not on God.  At Pentecost instead, everyone understood each other because they 
had forgotten about themselves. There was unity, harmony and communication. The apostles did not 
want to make a name for themselves but for God. They were no longer discussing among themselves 
who was the greatest. We need in our prayer to put the accent on praise. We no longer want to live for 
ourselves but for the Lord. 
“Praise is what best helps us to decentralise and to recentralise on God.” 
 

We need to rediscover this living Christ, whom only the Spirit can stir up in us. Let us rediscover this 
personal experience of Jesus, who died and was raised for me. We need to have the same burning 
experience that Paul had on the road to Damascus when he asked, “Who are you, Lord?” (see Acts 
9:5). From that moment on, Paul considered everything as worthless so that he might gain Christ. 
 

At this time some of the people of parish are joining with others throughout the Diocese participating in 
the Life in the Spirit seminars. It is a seven-week course of renewal and yesterday they went to St 
George’s Cathedral for a day when they asked for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit, sometimes 
referred to as Baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Let us all prayer on this Pentecost Sunday: Lord Jesus I open 
my heart to the Holy Spirit so that I may rediscover and proclaim you as Lord. 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priests:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
        Fr Mark Wharton  email: markwharton@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 
Hughes, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian 
Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, 
Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara 
Markham, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, Mary Jeffries, Gerry 
Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Heather 
Dandison, Tony Whitehurst, Maria Krynicki, John Kieley,  
Richard Sexton, Frank Basquil, Anita Johnson, Judith 
Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline 
Ventress, Heinz Vogel, Annie Queenan and Micheline 
Ambrosine 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Sandra Monger, Fr Tom Herbst (OFM), Raymond Guy, Sue 
Nolan, Sr Stella Clifford, Mary Dittrich, Christopher Power, 
Anthony Andrews, Barbara Brett, Pamela Scott, Canon 
Michael Bunce, Michael Mansbridge, Michael Hood-Cree, 
Ron Green, Fr James Hurley, Canon Martin Lee, Veronica 
Troope, Peter Dunbar-Johnson OBE, Sr Rose Penter, 
Wilmot Johnson, Mary Mariasy and Fr Patrick Aikens 
 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 
June 2023:   
Carol Winning 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 

 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Betty Scott’s intentions 

7.00pm - 10pm: Vigil for Pentecost 

Sunday, 28th May: Pentecost Sunday Jn 20: 19-23 

8.00am: Francis Somers - RIP (Carmelo and family) 
9.30am: Filipino Community and Families  
11.00am: People of the Parish  
 Baptism & Confirmation of Martin Kamano  
 Confirmation of Tobias Engel 
12.15pm: Baptism of Caoimhe Kennedy  
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 

6.00pm: Charles Gordon - welfare 

 

Monday 29th May: Mary, Mother of the Church Jn 19: 25-34 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

10.00 am: Jomon and Family - Thanksgiving 

 

Tuesday 30th May:  Feria  Mk 10: 28-31 

7.30am: Joel & Clarine Pinto - 47th Wedding Anniv. (B. Pereira) 
12 noon: Jomon and Family - Thanksgiving 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Wednesday 31st May: Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

  Lk 1: 39-56 

7.30am: Vera Cross - RIP (Elizabeth Lupes) 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon: Jomon and Family - Thanksgiving 

 Tea and coffee in the hall after Mass 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Thursday 1st June: Our Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal High 
 Priest Mt 26: 36-42 

7.30am: Joseph Charlton - RIP 

12 noon: Fabian Ward - 1st birthday thanksgiving (Velho Fam.) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Friday 2nd Jun:  Sts Marcellinus & Peter     Mk 11: 11-26 

10.30am: Wedding of Ashmita Patrao and Chirag Pereira 

12 noon: Fr Luc Karpil - RIP 

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Mary & Michael Daly - 25th Wedding Anniv. 
 

Saturday 3rd Jun: St Charles Lwanga & Comp. Mk 11: 27-33 

9.00am: Baptism Preparation 

10:30 -11:30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon: Charles Wilton - day of ordination to Priesthood 

2.00pm: Baptism of Arabella Darling  
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 

4:30 - 5:30pm:  Reconciliation 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Sebastian Sanz-Kozyra on his confirmation 

 

Sunday, 4th Jun: The Holy Trinity Jn 3: 16-18 

8.00am: People of the Parish 

9.30am:  Leelama Joseph - RIP (Jimmy) 
11.00am: Joseph Reynolds - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
12.15 Baptism of Oralius Marchington and Cecelia Reis 

4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 

6.00pm: Charles Gordon - welfare 

SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:  27/28 May: No Second collection this weekend  
 Next weekend:  03/04 June: No Second collection this weekend 

Baptism Preparation:  
To all parents wishing to have their children Baptised…our next 
preparation meeting will be on Saturday, 3 June 2023 at 9.00 am 
in the Presbytery.  Places are limited so call the office to book. 
Please fill in a Registration Form in advance (from office or online) 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR JUNE 2023 
For the Abolition of Torture 

We pray that the international community may commit in a concrete way to en-
suring the abolition of torture and guarantee support to victims and their families.  

Wednesday tea, coffee and cake after the 12 noon Mass.  Join 
us in the hall for a cuppa and conversation after Mass. 

Following the footsteps of the Saints 
Called to action by our faith– Saturday 10th June 
You are invited to CAFOD’s International Office on Saturday 10th June for a short 
time exploring our faith, why we Campaign & how you can help. The morning will 
include guest speakers & a chance for discussion in workshops to explore activi-
ties such as Live Simply . Our unfair Food System and Liturgy resources. 
The morning will run from 10.30-1pm at CAFOD’s Office in Lambeth North SE1. 
For further information contact Sarah or Celeste southwark@cafod.org.uk  for 
booking please see https://cafod.org.uk/news/events or Eventbrite https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/following-the-footsteps-of-the-saints-called-to-action-by-
our-faith-tickets-627182769547 

Mary’s Meals is recruiting a supporter engagement officer for London and the 
Southeast. The full job advert can be found here: Supporter Engagement Officer 
- London and the South East of England | Mary's Meals UK (marysmeals.org.uk).  
To apply, please send your CV and covering letter to: jobs@marysmeals.org  

DAY RETREAT FOR WOMEN AGED 18 - 40. A free day retreat including for-
mation, Holy Mass, Lunch and sharing , led by Isabel Fawcett, with the theme 
“The world doesn’t need what women have, it needs what women are.” (St The-
resa Benedicta of the Cross) is being held at St Thomas’ on Saturday, 3rd June 
2023 from 10h15 am to 4.00pm.  To sign up email Fr Mark at markwhar-
ton@rcaos.org.uk 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST MEETING 

In the church hall on Saturday, 24 June from 10am to 11.30am.  
All current, past and potential future extraordinary ministers of the 
Eucharist are invited to join us for this important meeting 

CAFOD: Did you know that Church teaching says that we should not only sup-
port those in poverty but also tackle the root causes of poverty? Pope Benedict 
XVI said that “Love — caritas — is an extraordinary force which leads people to 
opt for courageous and generous engagement in the field of justice and peace.” 
For decades CAFOD has spoken out against injustice. To find out more please 
go to cafod.org.uk/latestcampaigns  

Quiz Night -  Our Lady Immaculate, Whitsable on Saturday  10th June. Bring 
your own nibbles and drinks. £5  .To book a place con-
tact  whitstable@rcaos.org.uk, 01227 272758 
 
 WANTED REGISTERED NURSE - To join HCPT Group 587 on our Pilgrimage 
to Lourdes 25th August – 1st September. Assisted funding.. for more info con-
tact anniejudge@hotmail.com  , 07866515797 

CONFIRMATION: The Sacrament of Confirmation will be cele-
brated on: Saturday, 10 June 2023 at 3.00pm; Bishop Hendricks 
presiding. 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  will be celebrated on Sunday, 11 
June 2023 at the 9.30am and 11.00 am Masses 

CATHOLIC UNIVERSE WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS. Examples of 
the printed version of this newspaper are in the Narthex.  If you 
are interested in receiving this newspaper please contact Linda in 
the office.  If we have sufficient interest we can order directly. 

ACCOMMODATION WANTED:  Single mature lady parishioner at 
St Thomas’ is looking for accommodation in Central Canterbury 
from August 2023 in a building with not many stairs.  Please con-
tact Lina on 07934 555930 

Plant and Cake Sale Thank you to all the parishioners who sup-
ported our event on Sunday we raised £292.24p to support the 
Priest Training Fund and future projects.  
Summer Fair 2nd July 10:30-1pm in the church hall. Donations 
of items appreciated for our Raffle, Tombola and Games to be left 
in the All Saints Chapel.  
Cake donations on the day.  
If you would like a stall, please contact ucmcanter-
bury@gmail.com.  
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