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 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton
Assistant Priests: Fr John Howard

Fr Mark Wharton
Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott
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CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: https./stthomasofcanterbury.com [[] St Thomas of Canterbury

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm
(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch)

email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk
email: markwharton@rcaos.org.uk

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON
University of Kent Chaplaincy: Chaplain: Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uKk)
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED

6. 00pm (Vigil): Helen Hickey - RIP (Mary Buckenham)
Sunday, 7th May: Fifth Sunday of Easter Jn 14: 1-12
8.00am: People of the Parish

9.30am: Brian Henley - RIP (Ignacio Family)

11.00am: Anthony Andrews - RIP (Connolly Family)

6.00pm: Private Intentions
Monday 8th May: Feria Jn 14: 21-26
PUBLIC HOLIDAY

10 am: Nichole Van Gheluwe - RIP (Forrester Family)
Tuesday 9th May: Feria Jn 14: 27-31
7.30am: NO EARLY MASS TODAY

12 noon: Teresa Kelly - RIP (Bernadette Lyons)

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer

Wednesday 10th May: St John de Avila Jn 15: 1-8

7.30am: Andre Plummer - RIP

10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation

12 noon: Funeral of Brig. Peter Dunbar-Johnson OBE
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer
Thursday 11th May: Feria Jn 15: 9-11
7.30am: Margaret Collett - RIP

12 noon: Joseph Bardy - welfare (Marie-Claire Renn)
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer
7.30pm:  Young Adults Prayer in the Chruch

Friday 12th May: Feria Jdn 15: 12-17
12 noon: Declina Da Silva - RIP (Jeannette Da Silva)

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer

7.30pm:  Angela Carmel

Saturday 13th May: Our Lady of Fatima Jn 15: 18-21
9.00 am: First Holy Communion - Children’s Reconciliation
10:30 -11:30am: Reconciliation

12 noon: Intentions of Sean Clancy

4:30 - 5:30pm: Reconciliation

6.00pm (Vigil): For all university students writing examinations
7.00 for 7.15pm: Sacred Music Concert in the Church

Sunday, 14th May: Sixth Sunday of Easter Jn 14: 15-21
8.00am: David Heap - RIP (Christine Heap)

9.30am: People of the Parish

11.00am: Margaret & Tony O’Brien intentions (Hughie & Mary)
6.00pm: Lionel Viegas - intentions

2nd Coll.
SVP

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY 2023
For church movements and groups
We pray that Church movements and groups may rediscover their mission of
evangelization each day, placing their own charisms at the service of needs in
the world.

PARISH MATTERS

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette
Hughes, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian
Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny,
Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara
Markham, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, Mary Jeffries, Gerry
Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Heather
Dandison, Tony Whitehurst, Maria Krynicki, John Kieley,
Richard Sexton, Frank Basquil, Anita Johnson, Judith
Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton, Pauline
Ventress and Heinz Vogel

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Sandra Monger, Fr Tom Herbst (OFM), Raymond Guy, Sue
Nolan, Sr Stella Clifford, Mary Dittrich, Christopher Power,
Anthony Andrews, Barbara Brett, Pamela Scott, Canon
Michael Bunce, Michael Mansbridge, Michael Hood-Cree,
Ron Green, Fr James Hurley, Canon Martin Lee, Veronica
Troope, Peter Dunbar-Johnson OBE, Sr Rose, Wilmot
Johnson and Mary Mariasy

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in
May 2023:
Joyce Harlow and Louis Dirckze

SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS:
This weekend: 06/07 May: No Second collection this weekend.
Next weekend: 13/14 May: Second collection this weekend for the SVP

Baptism Preparation:

To all parents wishing to have their children Baptised...our next
preparation meeting will be on Saturday, 3 June 2023 at 9.00 am
in the Presbytery. Places are limited so call the office to book.
Please fill in a Registration Form in advance (from office)

Please pray for:

Our First Holy Communion children who will be
making their First Reconciliation on Saturday,
13th May.

Our young people being confirmed by:
Canon Anthony Charlton on 20th May;
and

Bishop Paul Henricks on 10th June




From Fr Anthony...

:One of the presents | received on my 60th birthday was a little book titled “101 things to do during a
.dull sermon.” Last year, a parishioner sent each of us priests a more helpful book, “Preaching Better”
.Practical suggestions for homilists” written by a bishop, Ken Untener. The bishop suggests that the
itask of the homilist is to help the flow of what Christ is doing, for Christ is the leader of all liturgical
'‘prayer. He suggests that the first thing the priest must do in preparing a homily is to stand humbly

:before the Lord.

:Several times Pope Francis has commented on the length of sermons. In February this year he
encouraged priests to keep their homilies to “no more than eight to ten minutes” and always include in
'them “a thought, a feeling and an image,” so that “the people may bring something home with them.”
'‘But he also said that the faithful in their pews need to do their part. He encouraged us to read the Bible |
Imore regularly so we can better understand the readings at Mass. How many of us look at the readlngs:
\before we come to church on Sunday? As one writer said: “The homily should be part of an active
.relatlonshlp between preacher and parlsh None of us, speaklng or listening, should stop trying to
.improve the experience. Revelation is not revelation unless it is received. All of us can help our
.preachers feel that they are talking to people who are listening. And those listening might get a little

'more out of it.”

|| find as a priest, that | often don’t give sufficient time to preparing my homily. | am responding to the
.urgent things of the week rather than dealing with the important things. Yet, as we are reminded in the
.Catechism of the Catholic Church. “Bishops, with priests as co-workers, have as their first task “to

ipreach the Gospel of God to all men,”

in keeping with the Lord’s command. They are “heralds of faith,

'who draw new disciples to Christ; they are authentic teachers” of the apostolic faith “endowed with the

Iauthorlty of Christ.”

It is not good enough for me to put thoughts together at the last minute. In his letter
“The Joy of the Gospel” Pope Francis has some important advice for me: “The preacher ..

.needs to

.keep his ear to the people and to discover what it is that the faithful need to hear. A preacher has to
.contemplate the word, but he also has to contemplate his people. In this way he learns “of the
.aspirations, of riches and limitations, of ways of praying, of loving, of looking at life and the world, which
(distinguish this or that human gathering,” while paying attention “to actual people, to using their
'language, their signs and symbols, to answering the questions they ask”.

' The one piece of advice that | remember from my days as a seminarian was given by Father Bob
.Bogan. He said that we need to come to know the people with whom we share the Good News. Be
;aware of their fears and joys, their anxieties and worries, their needs and the circumstances of their
llives. We hear the living word of God proclaimed as we listen and the homily enables us to celebrate

'the Eucharist and bring this Good News into our daily lives.

VOCATIONS TO THE RELIGIOUS LIFE: Have you ever considered you may
be called to the priesthood or the religious life? Southwark Vocations will be
hosting a 60 minute webinar on Tuesday 9t May at 7pm entitied The Good
Shepherd Calls where different presenters will share their experiences about
discovering God's plan for each one of us. Please join us by registering for this
event in advance by using following link: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/
register/tZUpdOuprDMtHIWKUQ777ddSSjL BucMtsONt

Save the date

Summer Fair 2nd July in the church hall 10:30-1pm

International mass 16th July at both the 9:30 and 11am Masses followed by an
international bring and share lunch

Funeral Masses: for the late Brig. Peter Dunbar Johnson OBE is at St Thomas’

on Wednesday, 10 May at 12 noon;

for the late Sr Rose is at St Anne’s Convent, Sturry on Friday, 12 May at 11 am;

for the late Wilmot Johnson is at Barham Crematorium on Friday, 26 May at 2pm

Bible in a year: Fr Mark encouraged people to undertake the Bible in a Year
programme with Fr Mike Schmitz. Since then a number of people have asked
how to access it. There are now posters in the Narthex, with a QR Code where
you can sign up for free.

Sung Mass for the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima.

On Saturday 13th of May we will be joined by a large visiting choir at the 12noon
Mass who sing at the Mass. Later that day, at 7.00pm for 7.15pm, the choir will
perform a short concern of Sacred Music in St Thomas’s and all are welcome.
The concert is free, so please bring a friend!

Volunteers Fair thank you to all who came and learned about all
the organisation within the church and volunteered to help and
support them. If you were unable to attend and would like to know
more, please visit our website at https://
stthomasofcanterbury.com/portfolio-items/volunteering/

Plant and Cake Sale 21st May in the church hall 10:30-1pm. Do-
nations of cakes plants and seeds welcome on the day. Funds
raised for the Priest Training Fund and UCM

Walk and picnic 28th May meet in front of the church after the
9:30am mass to walk to Toddler Cove. Everyone wel-
come. Please see posters for more information.

MAY ROSARIES: We will pray the Rosary together each Monday
to Friday during May from 11.30am before the 12 noon Mass for
the Pope’s prayer intentions.




