
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

Last Monday, 20th March, was the official first day of spring. This marks the “spring equinox” in 
the Northern Hemisphere. The spring equinox occurs when the Sun crosses the celestial equator going 
south to north. It’s called the “celestial” equator because it’s an imaginary line in the sky above the 
Earth’s equator. The word ‘equinox' comes from the Latin words for “equal night”—aequus (equal) 
and nox (night). At the equinox, the length of day and night is nearly equal in all parts of the world. 
What we all enjoy as we move into spring are the signs of new life; the early blossom on the trees, 
many of them showing new growth, daffodils and early flowers appearing in abundance.   
 

In the Gospel this Sunday Jesus stands before the tomb where his friend Lazarus has been buried and 
prays. After he has prayed he cries in a loud voice, "Lazarus, here! Come out!” The dead man came 
out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to those 
around him, "Unbind him, let him go free.” Lazarus emerges from the darkness of the tomb and he is 
brought back to life.  
 

This reminds me of the words in Isaiah: Thus says the Lord “I will restore the land and assign you the 
estates that lie waste. I will say to the prisoners, ‘Come out’, to those who are in darkness, ‘Show 
yourselves.’” 
This is what Jesus is doing as he brings Lazarus from the darkness, so he brings us from darkness into 
life.  Earlier in St John’s Gospel we read: “for the hour is coming when the dead will leave their graves. 
At the sound of his voice, those who did good will rise again to life and those who did evil, to 
condemnation.”  
 

We might feel that we are in the darkness of our own selfishness and sinfulness. We need to hear 
Jesus calling us from that darkness into the light of his love and compassion. He can take away all that 
binds us and keeps us prisoner. He is the one who sets us free.  
This Sunday evening at Mass, those who are to be baptised at Easter, will hear this prayer: “Lord 
Jesus, by raising Lazarus from the dead you showed that you came that we might have life and have it 
more abundantly. Free from the grasp of death those who await your life-giving sacraments and deliver 
them from the spirit of corruption. Through your Spirit, who gives life, fills them with faith, hope and 
charity, that they may live with you always in the glory of your resurrection, for you are Lord for ever 
and ever.” 
 

How can we hear the voice of Jesus calling us out of darkness and freeing us from what binds us? One 
excellent way is to encounter the loving Jesus, friend of Lazarus and our friend, in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. In this encounter we are healed and brought back to life. There are extra opportunities 
to celebrate this sacrament in these next two weeks. This coming Wednesday we have a Parish 
Reconciliation Service at which three priests will be present for individual confession. In our Holy Week 
handout times of Reconciliation (Confession) are listed.  Make the time to enter into the light and be set 
free.   
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CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priests:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
        Fr Mark Wharton  email: markwharton@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 
Hughes, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian 
Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, 
Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara 
Markham, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, Mary Jeffries, Gerry 
Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Heather 
Dandison, Tony Whitehurst, Maria Krynicki, John Kieley,  
Richard Sexton, Frank Basquil, Anita Johnson, Judith 
Parsons, Therese Punnett, Andrew Burton and Teri 
Mariasy 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Sandra Monger, Fr Tom Herbst (OFM), Raymond Guy, 
MSue Nolan, Sr Stella Clifford, Mary Dittrich, Christopher 
Power, Anthony Andrews, Barbara Brett, Pamela Scott, 
Canon Michael Bunce, Michael Mansbridge, Michael Hood-

Cree, Ron Green, Fr James Hurley, Canon Martin Lee and 
Veronica Troope 
 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 
March 2023:   
June Carver, Nora King, Charles Barry, Olive Reardon, 
Terence Spratley, Mary Rear, and Ronald Godsall 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 

 

6.00pm:  (Vigil):  Jacqueline Vié - RIP 

Sunday, 26th Mar: Fifth Sunday of Lent (A) Jn 11: 1-45 

8.00am: People of the Parish 

9.30am: Filipino Community and Families 

11.00am: Long-Castro Family welfare 

12.15: PARISH AGM in the Hall 
3.00pm: Stations of the Cross  
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 

6.00pm: Intentions of the RCIA Candidates (Joan Blows) 
 

Monday 27th Mar: Feria Jn 8: 1-11 

7.30 am: Ray Scott - RIP 

12 noon: Matthew Chollam Kattil - RIP (Johnson Family) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 

Tuesday 28th Mar: Feria  Jn 8: 21-30 

7.30am: Isobel Gray birthday wishes (Angela Sheehy) 
12 noon: N.J. Abraham - RIP (Jomon Family) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.00pm: Zoom Lenten Reflection on next Sunday’s the Gospel 
 

Wednesday 29th March: Feria Jn 8: 31-42 

7.30am: Kripa Jomon - birthday thanksgiving (Jomon Family) 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon: Mariyam Chollem Kattil - RIP (Johnson Family) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Parish Penitential Service 

 

Thursday 30th Mar: Feria  Jn 8: 51-59  
7.30am: Ita Irarazabal - RIP (Elizabeth Forrester) 
12 noon: Stanley Metcalfe - RIP (Tessa Metcalfe) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Lenten Reflection in the Church 

 

Friday  31st Mar: Feria  Jn 10: 31-42 

12 noon: Fr Luke Karpil - RIP (Jomon Family) 
 Adoration to 1.30pm 

7.30pm: Vincent Hamilton -RIP (K. Kerr)  

 

Saturday 1st April: Feria Jn 11: 45-56 

9.00 am: Baptism Preparation 

10:30 -11:30am:  Reconciliation 

12 noon: Ignatius Jacobs - RIP (Sheldon Bagley) 
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 

4.30 - 5.30pm:  Reconciliation 

 

HOLY WEEK 

 

6.00pm:  (Vigil):  Patrick Browning - RIP (Philippa Burniston) 
 

Sunday, 2nd Apr: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

  Mt 26:14 - 27:66 

8.00am: People of the Parish 

9.30am: Colin Stone - birthday wishes 

11.00am: Alfie & Lucy McKay - RIP (Jim McKay and Family) 
12.30pm: Baptism of Elias Reid 

4.00pm: Stations of the Cross  
6.00pm: Desley Emslie - RIP (Tessa Metcalfe) 

EASTER GARDEN Donations of small potted plants for the Easter Garden will 
be gratefully received.  Please leave in the Presbytery before Wed, 29th March  

SECOND AND OTHER COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend:  25/26  March: No second collection this weekend 
Next weekend: 01/02 April: No second collection this weekend. 
Maundy Thursday Collection:  The Collection will be for the SVP and the Aid 
for the Church in Need Ukraine Appeal 
Friday, 2nd April Good Friday Service at 3pm: Papal Collection for the Holy 
Places of Palestine  

Baptism Preparation:  
To all parents wishing to have their children Baptised…our next 
preparation meeting will be on Saturday, 1 April 2023 at 9.00 am 
in the Presbytery.  Places are limited so call the office to book. 
Please fill in a Registration Form in advance (from office) 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MARCH 2023 

For victims of abuse 
We pray for those who have suffered harm from members of the Church; may 

they find within the Church herself a concrete response to their pain and  
suffering. 

Worship meeting at St Thomas Catholic Church every first and third Saturday 
of the month from 4pm to 6pm in the St Thomas’ church hall - it's is open for all. 

Beginning Experience Weekend:  If you have suffered a divorce, separation or 
the death of your spouse, a residential weekend to help you to heal will be held 
from 21st to 23rd April 2023 at the Sion Community, Brentwood, Essex. More 
details, phone Freda 01322-838415 or Maura 07795-498445 or 
email besouthofengland@gmail.com. 

HOLY WEEK MUSIC:  Maundy Thursday and Easter Vigil Music Practices on 
Saturday, 1st April, from 3pm - 5pm and Monday, 3rd April from 7pm - 8.30pm.  
Last year was lovely!  Please come again. All welcome. Lizzie 07950 990194 

Promise Auction we held our 1st ever auction in September last 
year and would appreciate feedback from all those who supported 
this event.  If you bid on an item or donated items and contact 
hasn't been made to arrange collection or if you had a wonderful 
experience to share, please contact the social committee via 
emailsocialstthomasrc@gmail.com 

Our next Promise Auction is on the 16th September.  
 

Easter Celebration 9th April 10:20-12 

Teas and cakes(donations welcome on the day) 
Quiz trail and activities for the children.  
All welcome.  

Scripture Group:  Last Scripture Group meeting before Easter is Thursday, 30th 
March after midday  mass. We shall start up again on Thursday April 27th.  

URGENT ACCOMMODATION. A Single, Catholic lady is urgently looking for 
accommodation and work as a carer.  If you can help, phone  Naguleswary 
Packiyanathar on 07307 280980 

POP UP CAFÉ:  We would like to invite parishioners to join us at 
our pop up cafe at Westgate Hall next Tuesday 28th March 12.30-

2.30. Lunch Spanish tapas (£5 or pay what you can). Cakes and 
drinks available. All in support of our project. Thank you, Karen 
Franczak and all at Discovery Catering (Part of Bemix) 

FUNERAL SERVICE: For the late Ronald Charles Green takes 
place on Monday, 3rd April at 12 noon 

PARISH PENITENTIAL SERVICE:  In preparation for Easter, the parish is hold-
ing a penitential service on Wednesday, 29th March at 7.30pm - all welcome.  
There will be three priests available to hear confessions.  HOLY WEEK SERVICES:  Pamphlets providing the types and times of services 

for Holy Week and the Triduum is available in the Narthex. 

Tuesday Lenten reflection link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/81636628648?
pwd=Y0R0bm9seDBEWXk3aGJZMDg4VEpiUT09 
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