
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

OUR NINETY DAY CHALLENGE 
  
I am already being bombarded with reminders from various religious websites that Lent is only round the corner (Ash 
Wednesday is 22nd February). I am being encouraged to subscribe to their Lenten courses or buy a book that will help me 
keep Lent well. Both the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Archbishop of York have published Lent books for this year and 
the Church of England have a Lenten Campaign called “Dust and Glory” for groups to be involved. Our own Catholic 
Archdiocese of Southwark have a Lenten retreat,  led by Archbishop John Wilson,  that you can follow online called 
“Renewed in Hope”. All this begs the question, Why are we doing all this? What is the purpose of these six weeks?  At the 
end we might feel holier, closer to God. I believe it is important to realise that the whole purpose of the Lent journey of six 
weeks is to enable us to prepare to celebrate the greatest feast of the Church’s year, Easter. Lent is only the first part of the 
liturgical season. It only makes sense if we see this as the first part of 90 days.  Lent ends on the Thursday afternoon of 
Holy Week and we then begin the Triduum, that is the three days of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Good Friday of the 
Passion and the Easter Vigil on Saturday night when we are joined with all those who are to be baptised at Easter. At the 
Vigil or on Easter day we renew our baptismal promised: ”Easter is not simply one feast among others, but the ‘Feast of 
feasts’, the ‘Solemnity of Solemnities’, just as the Eucharist is the ‘Sacrament of sacraments’ (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (1169)).  The Season of Easter ends with the feast of Pentecost. We are journeying from Ashes to Easter and then 
seven weeks till Pentecost. This is a time for us to become truly the people that God has called us to be. When we receive 
the ashes we hear the words, “Repent, and believe in the Gospel.” We are invited to recognise sin in our lives, we seek 
conversion and reconciliation with our loving God and with one another. This whole season is a time to change our hearts 
and honestly look at ourselves and seek to grow in our relationship with Jesus and the church. You now have ninety days to 
ponder how you are going live the Forty Days of Lent, the three days of the Triduum (which is seen as one day) and the 
seven weeks of Easter. Don’t be over ambitious. Don’t try to do too much. It is better to do one thing well. 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priests:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
        Fr Mark Wharton  email: markwharton@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Chaplain:  Fr Mark Wharton (markwharton@rcaos.org.uk)  
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian 

Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, 

Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara 

Markham, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, Mary Jeffries, Gerry 

Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Heather 

Dandison, Tony Whitehurst, Maria Krynicki, John Kieley,  

Richard Sexton, Michael Hood-Cree, Frank Basquil, Anita 

Johnson, Judith Parsons, Therese Punnett and Andrew 

Burton 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Sandra Monger, Fr Tom Herbst (OFM), Raymond Guy, 

Michelle Rising, Manual De Medeiros, Cecelia De 

Medeiros, Eric Pavis, Canon Colm Acton, Sue Nolan, Sr 

Stella Clifford, Mary Dittrich, Christopher Power, Anthony 

Andrews, Barbara Brett and Pamela Scott 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 

February 2023:   

Elizabeth Metherell 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

 
6.00pm:  (Vigil):  Margaret Jones - RIP (Jones Family) 
 
Sunday, 12th Feb: Sixth Sunday (A) Mt 5: 17-37 
8.00am: Robert O’Grady - RIP (Forrester Family) 
9.30am: Patrick Sellar - RIP (Lilford Family) 
11.00am: Norah Whiting - RIP (Whiting Family) 
6.00pm:   People of the Parish 
 
Monday 13th Feb: Feria  Mk 8: 11-13 
7.30 am: Beate Cookson RIP (Angela Nichols 
12 noon: Syd Ball - RIP (Sue Purbrick) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
TUESDAY 14th Feb: Sts Cyril, Monk, & Methodius 
   Lk 10: 1-9 
7.30am: Vinod Anthony - RIP (Jolly Anthony) 
12 noon: Anthony Andrews - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 15th Feb:  Feria   Mk 8: 22-26 
7.30 am: Mr Jess Grimm & Mrs Lumley (E Forrester) 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon:   Margaret Smith - RIP (Jeannette Da Silva) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday 16th Feb: Feria  Mk 8: 27-33 
7.30am: Anthony Andrews - RIP (Mark Nash) 
12 noon: Mr & Mrs Philips - RIP (Sebastian) 
7.30pm: Young Adults prayer in the Church 
 
Friday  17th Feb: Feria  Mk 8:34 - 9:1 
12 noon: George Rayband - RIP (Christine Glover) 
 Adoration to 1.30pm 
7.30pm: Frank Basquil - welfare 
 
Saturday 18th Feb: Feria Mk 9: 2-13 
10:30 -11:30am:  Reconciliation 
12 noon: Francis Dillon - welfare (Anne Taylor) 
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 
4.30 - 5.30pm:  Reconciliation 
 
6.00pm:  (Vigil):  Anthony Francis Manners - RIP (Patricia) 
 
Sunday, 19th Feb: Seventh Sunday (A) Mt 5: 38-48 
8.00am: People of the Parish 
9.30am: Sheldon Bagley & Family 
11.00am: Alex Scott (Age 5) - wellbeing (Janice & Michael) 
6.00pm:   Adrian Gunn - RIP (Connolly Family) 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend: 11/12 February:  SVP - supporting local people in need 
Next weekend: 18/19 February:   No Second Collection this weekend 

Baptism Preparation:  
To all parents wishing to have their children Baptised…our next 
preparation meeting will be on Saturday, 4 March 2023 at 9.00 
am in the Presbytery.  Places are limited so call the office to book. 
Please fill in a Registration Form in advance (from office) 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY 2023 
For parishes 

We pray that parishes, placing communion at the centre, may increasingly be-
come communities of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most in need. 

 Cakes of the world 19th February (10:30-1pm) come celebrate our parish 
diversity and donate a cake from your favourite part on the day . All proceeds 
going to CAFOD (Syria/Turkey Appeal) and Help for Ukraine 

Worship meeting at St Thomas Catholic Church runs on every 
first and third Saturdays of the month from 4pm to 6pm in the 
ST Thomas’ church hall - it's is open for all. 

CAFOD VOLUNTEERING  
church, our world needs you. Could your New Year’s resolution be to get more 
involved in the life of our church? What aspects of church brings you life or joy? 
Could you give a bit of time to help those parts flourish?
CAFOD
to give time and join them in their mission. Training and support are provided. 
See
Sarah:

 HCPT Barn Dance Saturday 25th February at 7.15 for 7.30pm in St Thomas’ 
Church Hall with Live Band Rejigged providing the music.  Water, Tea and 
Coffee provided. Please bring your own food and drink.  Tickets  at  £8 (£4 for 
under 14) can be reserved in advance from Annie Judge on an-
niejudge@hotmail.com or telephone 07866 515797.   There will also be a raffle. 

This year the 
of Taiwan and will be held on 
Church, Hales Place
most welcome to attend.

TAKING LITURGY SERVIOUS 2 – EUCHARIST: Following the successful Tak-
ing Liturgy Seriously 1 course, a general introduction to Catholic Liturgy, our 
2023 modular study course, taking place on Thursday evenings via Zoom focus-
ses on all aspects of Eucharist. Each module comprises three one-hour ses-
sions, 7.30-8.30pm, offering time for discussion and comments. The course is 
aimed at all who wish to develop a deeper knowledge of liturgy. Booking availa-
ble on www.ssg.org.uk or via email liturgycourse@ssg.org.uk  

CAFOD Syria-Turkey Earthquake Appeal :  CAFOD is responding with support 
of provision of food, water, shelter, medical assistance and winter kits for 
survivors. Your recent donations have made that quick response possible.   Join 
CAFOD in praying for our sisters and brothers affected by the earthquakes and  
winter weather. Your support for CAFOD throughout the year allows our Catholic 
agency to act quickly when disasters strike. Details on CAFOD’s Syria Turkey 
Emergency Appeal at https://cafod.org.uk/give. 

We are seeking board game for our church hall for adults, if you have any chess, 
dominoes,  checkers or similar type games can you please consider donating . 
Items can be dropped off at the Presbytery during office hours.  Thank you.   

This is an invitation to a free Makaton Taster Workshop with John-Paul 
Riordan (a Makaton Tutor and parishioner) on Thursday 30/3/23 from 14.00 to 
16.00 in room Ng07 (i.e., the Newton building on the ground floor room 7) 
at Canterbury Christ Church University (North Holmes Road, Canterbury, CT1 
1QU). Makaton is a sign and symbol language programme used by children and 
adults with speech, language, and communication difficulties and their families, 
friends, teachers, teaching assistants, medical professionals, carers... Many 
children and adults in our parish and the wider local community use Makaton. 
Everyone is welcome (including accompanied children). No need to book, just 
turn up. No signing experience needed (experienced signers are welcome too). 
For a campus map go to https://www.canterbury.ac.uk/campusmaps/venues  

Job Vacancy:  The Governors of St. Thomas' Catholic Primary School Canter-
bury are seeking to appoint an Admin/Admissions Officer for 32.5 hours a 
week (8.30 am – 3.30pm), 39 weeks per year (term time only). 
Please apply through https://www.kent-teach.com  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Thank you to all those who submitted applications. 
Parents/Guardians are reminded to purchase the I Belong book (£7.95 from the 
Parish shop) or online at I Belong | First Holy Communion | RP Books before 
sessions start on Saturday, 25th February at 9.00 to 10.00am.  Our first session 
is for both parents and children!   All children and their families are invited to 
attend the Welcome Mass on Sunday, 26th February at 9.30 am.  Further infor-
mation will be shared with parents/guardians later in February. 

CHRISTIAN TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY NEWS: 
CITY IMPACT PART TIME YOUTH WORKER We are looking to recruit a part 
time youth worker to join our City Centre Youth Hub for 7hrs per week. There is 
flexibility when the hours can be worked. Please see the advert in the Narthex for 
more information. 
QUALIFIED COUNSELLORS:  We are also looking for qualified counsellors who 
may be in a position to donate some counselling sessions to our Christian coun-
selling service. We are trying to increase the number of counselling appoint-
ments we can offer to keep up with demand. See poster in Narthex.. If you are 
interested in volunteering please contact Clare.Rudland@cityimpact.co.uk 
'FAITH AND FRONTIERS' - a free online conference looking at Christian re-
sponses to the migration crisis,10am-4pm Saturday 18th February online.  Tickets 
are free and you can book your place at https://www.projectbonhoeffer.org.uk/
events/ 
QUIZ TO SUPPORT AFRICAN PASTORS FELLOWSHIP,: 7:30pm Thursday 
23rd February at the Baptist Church, APF is having a quiz night to raise aware-
ness (and hopefully some funds) to help us continue to enable effective ministry 
in Africa. Join us! 

2nd Collection: SVP 

FUNERAL SERVICE for the late Mary Dittrich takes place on 
Monday, 6th March 2023 at 12 noon 

The Spirituality Commission are offering a Lenten retreat led by Archbishop 
John Wilson.  Drawing on the Mass readings for the Sundays of Lent, Re-
newed in Hope will help us find fresh ways of living and working in hope, 
in the company of Jesus. Designed for individuals and parish groups the 
retreat is based on a weekly video accompanied by suggested exercises 
for prayer and reflection.  Information will be uploaded to the website weekly.  
Videos and resources at https://www.southwarkdsc.org.uk/renewedbyhope  

Individuals can sign up to receive materials directly at: http://eepurl.com/hVT7Dv  

Mass of Inauguration of CARITAS Southwark will take place at St. George’s 
Cathedral on Saturday 18 March at 12:30pm.  CARITAS Southwark is a great 
initiative meant to encourage us to actively engage with our faith in words and 
deeds. If you are interested in representing our parish at this event, please con-
tact Father Anthony.  

TURIN SHROUD EXHIBITION:  An exhibition dedicated to the Turin Shroud, 
featuring a life-size replica and various attendant exhibits, will be coming to our 
Archdiocese in February, visiting Our Lady of Sorrows, Peckham (4 Feb), and St 
George’S Cathedral (12-27 February). So as to encourage all of us in our pursuit 
of the supernatural bond of charity and love of Our Lord Jesus Christ in His Sa-
cred Passion, and pursuant to norm 7, 1° of the Enchiridion Indulgentiarum, I 
grant a partial indulgence to Christ’s faithful in the Archdiocese of Southwark 
according to the usual conditions from 4 until 27 February. 

RADIO MARIA ENGLANDAvailable on DAB+ radio in Greater London (Radio 
Maria England), the Radio Maria Play app for smartphones and tablets, the live-
player on www.radiomariaengland.uk and the Amazon Alexa device. Podcasts 
are available through Anchor, Spotify, Google and other podcast providers. Get 

in touch on info@radiomariaengland.uk or 0300 302 1251.  
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Cathedral on Saturday 18 March at 12:30pm.  CARITAS Southwark is a great 
initiative meant to encourage us to actively engage with our faith in words and 
deeds. If you are interested in representing our parish at this event, please con-
tact Father Anthony.  

TURIN SHROUD EXHIBITION:  An exhibition dedicated to the Turin Shroud, 
featuring a life-size replica and various attendant exhibits, will be coming to our 
Archdiocese in February, visiting Our Lady of Sorrows, Peckham (4 Feb), and St 
George’S Cathedral (12-27 February). So as to encourage all of us in our pursuit 
of the supernatural bond of charity and love of Our Lord Jesus Christ in His Sa-
cred Passion, and pursuant to norm 7, 1° of the Enchiridion Indulgentiarum, I 
grant a partial indulgence to Christ’s faithful in the Archdiocese of Southwark 
according to the usual conditions from 4 until 27 February. 

RADIO MARIA ENGLANDAvailable on DAB+ radio in Greater London (Radio 
Maria England), the Radio Maria Play app for smartphones and tablets, the live-
player on www.radiomariaengland.uk and the Amazon Alexa device. Podcasts 
are available through Anchor, Spotify, Google and other podcast providers. Get 

in touch on info@radiomariaengland.uk or 0300 302 1251.  
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