
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

There are two elements to this story of the encounter between Jesus and the ten lepers. 
The first, is the healing that these lepers experience when they go to see the priest (as Jesus asks of 
them) and second, the return of the one who gives thanks to Jesus for his healing. 
 

At the time of Jesus, leprosy was a virulent and contagious disease. The person with leprosy had to 
live outside the town and could only come within shouting distance of another person. These lepers 
called out to Jesus, “Master, have pity on us.” They wanted to be restored, to be made whole. Their 
disease had meant they were cut off from the community. They were isolated.  
 

The medieval writer Bruno of Serni writes: “They stood a long way off because no one in their condition 
dared come too close. We stand a long way off too while we continue to sin. To be restored to health 
and cured of the leprosy of sin we also must cry out: “Jesus, master, take pity on us.” That cry 
however, must come not from our lips but from out of our heart, for the cry of the heart is louder; it 
pieces the heavens, rising up to the very throne of God.” 
 

So as Bruno reminds us, we don't have physical leprosy but our addictions, our hurts, our weaknesses 
and sinfulness mean we are suffering from spiritual leprosy. We need to shout out, to call to Jesus, 
“Master have mercy on me.” Are we humble enough to realise our need for healing? 
 

It was the foreigner, the outsider, the Samaritan, that was the only one, realising he was healed, turned 
back. He praised God at the top of his voice and fell at the feet of Jesus, thanking him. The Greek word 
for thanks is eucharisteo. 
 

He was the only one who recognised the one who heals. Jesus says to him: “Stand up and go on your 
way. Your faith had saved you.” As one commentator says; “Jesus words suggest that the Samaritan 
received more than physical healing that all ten lepers received. Faith leads to salvation.” 
 

As we pray, fully pondering this Gospel, we could ask ourselves; “Am I grateful to God for what he has 
done in my life. Do I thank him in the Eucharistic celebration and at times of Eucharistic adoration? Am 
I grateful to the people God has put in my life? How do I express my gratitude?” Let our praise be loud 
and out of our hearts.  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Angela 

Nichols, Tom Carr, Sandra Monger, Mary Jeffries, Gerry 

Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Anthony 

Andrews, Heather Danderson, Tony Whitehurst, Maria 

Krynicki, John Kieley and Jo Wilkins 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Joyce Harlow, Louis Dirckze, Fr Tony Logan, Fr Pat 

O’Leary, Sara Baxter, Jean Winning, Patricia Gray, 

Ingeborg Parry, Fr Frances Capener, Fr John Hartley, Sean 

Stringer, Nora Neve, Fr Edward Hill, Fr Malachy CP, Stuart 

Allen, Sean Burke, Bridget Salmon, Bernard Packer, Sr 

Margaret McGrath and Patrick Sellars (former headmaster 

of St Thomas of Canterbury school), William Hammerton; 

Tomasz Vroobel, HM Queen Elizabeth II and Diana 

Dorman 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 

October:   

Edward Asplin, Canon Richard Hearn. 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish 
Sunday, 9th Oct:  28th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk 17: 11-19 
PRISONS’ SUNDAY 
HARVEST FESTIVAL 
8.00am: Thanksgiving (Marylin Vazhappilly & Rameez Saifulla) 
9.30am: Brian George Henley - RIP 
11.am: Bernard Packer - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
6.00pm: Joyce Simmons - welfare (Constance Paske) 
 
Monday 10th Oct:  St Paulinus of York  Lk 11: 29-32 
7.30am Peter Salvatori - RIP (Crow Family) 
12 noon: Teresa Kelly - RIP (Bernadette Lyons) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.00pm: Justice & Peace and Care of Creation Meeting in the  
 Presbytery 
 
Tuesday 11th Oct:  Translation of St Wilfrid Lk 11: 37-41 
7.30am: Catherine Cornwell-Burnes - welfare (Ann McConnell) 
12 noon: THERE IS NO 12 NOON MASS TODAY 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
6.30pm - 8.30pm: School Supplementary Form signing 
 
Wednesday 12th Oct:  St Wilfrid Lk 11: 42-46 
7.30 am: Joseph Haughian - RIP (Sarah O’Neill) 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Terry McAteer -RIP (Crow Family) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday 13th Oct: St Edward the Confessor Lk 11: 47-54 
7.30am: Elizabeth Windsor - RIP  
12 noon: <R <ARU Garvey - welfare (Karl & Ann Waldner) 
12.30pm: Scripture Group Meeting 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church 
 
Friday  14th Oct: St Callistus I, Pope & Martyr Lk 12: 1-7 
12 noon: Pat Sellars - RIP (Angela Nichols) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Mr & Mrs Edward Matte - RIP (E. Forrester) 
 
Saturday 15th Oct: St Teresa of Jesus (of Avila)Lk 12: 8-12 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon:  Bernard Packer - RIP (Angela Nichols) 
1.30pm: Wedding of Beverlee d’Cruz and Elliot Lake 
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 
4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation 
  
6.00pm (Vigil): Angela M Greenway - welfare (E M Murphy) 
7pm: New Parishioners’ Welcome Evening in the Hall 
 
Sunday, 16th Oct: 29th Sun Ordinary Time (C)   Lk 18: 1-8 
8.00am: Sr Margaret McGrath - RIP 
9.30am: Jia Joychan - intentions (Joychan Family) 
11.am: People of the Parish 
6.00pm: Stasia, John and Christine Callagham - RIP 
 Student welcome gathering in Hall after Mass 

Save the Date: Quiz night 12th November 7pm  
A fun family friendly evening. Games, raffle and prizes 
for winning team. Have a team or join a table. More 
details to follow soon.  

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend: 08/09 October:  -  
1.  PACT - Prision Advice and Care Trust -  the Catholic Charity supporting 
prisioners, people with convictions and their families at every stage of the crimi-
nal justice process - in court, in prison, on release and in the community.  Sun-
day, 9th October is the start of a week of prayer for prisioners, their families and 
the communities affected by the criminal justice system 
2.  CAFOD FAST DAY ENVELOPES -  CAFOD Family Fast Day on Friday, 7th 
October 2022.  Please use the envelopes  in the pews for your Harvest Fast Day 
Donations.  Drop the envelopes in either collection. 
Next weekend:  15/16 October:  - no second collection this weekend 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 5 November 2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please 
fill in a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

Bereavement Retreat: "Grief in Loss, Hope in Christ" weekend for those in 
mourning.  Aylesford Priory 7-9th October. Info: Aylesford Priory 01622 717272  

Relics of St Bernadette will be visiting our Archdiocese later this month. If 
you’ve not already done so, please do take advantage of this opportunity to bring 
a group to either the Cathedral (Wednesday 19 – Thursday 20 October) or 
Aylesford Priory (Monday 24 - Friday 28 October), which are the two locations 
hosting the visits. Please note, it will be necessary to register your visit here: 
https://stbernadette.org.uk/registration/#southwark-diocese  
 There will be a full programme of Masses, Confessions, and Devotions at both 
the Cathedral and at Aylesford Priory – further detail on our Diocesan website.  

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2022 
A Church Open to Everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gos-
pel, may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always 

living in an atmosphere of synodality.  

The family of Bernard Packer would like to thank all those who 
attended his funeral and for all the kind Mass Intentions offered for 
him and to Canon Anthony for officiating.  

Marriage and Family Life in Kent 
Dear husband and wife! 
We’re offering you an opportunity to attend an online ‘Building a Better Marriage’ 
from 9am - 1pm on Saturday Oct 22nd 2022.   
 The course offered means that you can attend from home and there is no 
group sharing!  Contact mflkent@rcaos.org.uk for more details. 

‘First Encounters’ – Kent Modern Slavery Conference, Friday 
21st October at St Mary Bredin 
Modern slavery is closer than you think. Be part of this inspiring 
day to equip organisations better to tackle this serious crime.  This 
training is aimed at organisations based in Kent who may poten-
tially encounter victims of modern slavery & human trafficking in 
their communities, particularly those in safeguarding and training 
roles and those that work with vulnerable adults and children. It’s 
organised by Stop the Traffik Kent with support from Kent Police. 
details of the conference and registration: https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/first-encounters-kent-modern-slavery-
conference-tickets-390495441377 

DESIGNS FOR THE SHRINE: Students from the UCA Canterbury School of 
Architecture as part of the course work are presenting possible designs for the 
Diocesan Shrine of St Thomas of Canterbury in our church.  These presenta-
tions will take place on Friday 14 October in the church hall.  You are invited 
to view the 11 presentations which will begin at 1pm and  take about 10 minutes 
each. The afternoon will end at about 15:30 after round-up discussion; feedback; 
potential next steps. 

VACANCY - MARRIAGE PREPARATION PRESENTERS – SOUTHWARK 
A married couple, both being practising Catholics, to present 6 courses a year in 
various locations in South London and Kent, plus cover in case of colleagues’ 
illness.  Salary:  £30,000 pro rata (£7,000) for the couple.  Mileage paid in addi-
tion.  All training given. For full job description and further details, please con-
tact liamgallagher@rcaos.org.uk.  Applications by close on 14th October 2022. 

SCHOOL FORM SIGNING - If you require Supplementary School Forms for St 
Anselm’s or St Thomas’ to be signed by Fr Anthony, please come to the Presby-
tery on Monday, 3rd October between 3pm and 4.30pm and on Tuesday, 4th 
October and 11th October between 6.30pm - 8.30pm. 

NEW PARISHIONERS GATHERING.  All new parishioners are 
welcome to join us on Saturday, 15th October at 7pm in the 
Church Hall for a welcoming get together.  If you have not re-
ceived an email from Fr Anthony, please contact Linda in the of-
fice.  Please let Linda know if you will attend for catering.  Thanks 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/first-encounters-kent-modern-slavery-conference-tickets-390495441377
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/first-encounters-kent-modern-slavery-conference-tickets-390495441377
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/first-encounters-kent-modern-slavery-conference-tickets-390495441377
mailto:liamgallagher@rcaos.org.uk
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