
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

There is no missing the fact that Halloween is on Monday. As you walk around Canterbury, skulls, 
cobwebs and skeletons can be seen in the windows of many of shops including opticians, jewellers 
and stationers. The word “Halloween” comes from the words “All Hallows Eve”. To hallow is to make 
holy and “All Hallows” means All Saints. This is the feast we celebrate on 1st November when we give 
thanks for all those who have committed themselves to Christ and who in their lives have striven to be 
like him and are now with Christ already. Our hope is that we may join them in complete union with 
God. There are some today who claim that Halloween is an attempt by early Christians to “baptise” the 
Gaelic festival of Samhain. From earliest days of Christianity, the church celebrated the memories of 
saints and martyrs and it was Gregory III (731-741) who consecrated a chapel in the Basilica of St. 
Peter to all the saints and fixed the anniversary for 1 November. 
The following day, the 2nd November, All Souls Day, we remember and pray for all the faithful 
departed. “All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of 
their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness 
necessary to enter the joy of heaven” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1030). We believe that death 
does not separate the living from those who have died. “Just as we ask each other for prayers during 
our lifetime, we continue that practice even beyond death.” 
There is a box in the Narthex of the church into which you can put your list of those you wish to 
remember during the month of November. These sheets will be brought up at every Mass and laid 
beneath the altar as a sign of our prayers for them during the month at Mass. 
Next Sunday afternoon, 6th November at 3pm, there will be the blessing of graves at Canterbury 
cemetery. 
All during this month of November we remember these who have died and we pray for them. 
Lord God, 
whose days are without end and whose mercies beyond counting, 
keep us mindful that life is short and the hour of death unknown. 
Let your Spirit guide our days on earth in the ways of holiness and justice, 
that we may serve you in union with the whole Church, 
sure in faith, strong in hope, perfect in love. 
And when our earthly journey is ended, 
lead us rejoicing into your kingdom, 
where you live forever and ever. Amen (Liturgy of Christian Funerals)  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Angela 

Nichols, Tom Carr, Sandra Monger, Mary Jeffries, Gerry 

Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Anthony 

Andrews, Heather Danderson, Tony Whitehurst, Maria 

Krynicki, John Kieley and Fr Tom Herbst 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Joyce Harlow, Louis Dirckze, Fr Tony Logan, Fr Pat 

O’Leary, Sara Baxter, Jean Winning, Patricia Gray, 

Ingeborg Parry, Fr Frances Capener, Fr John Hartley, Sean 

Stringer, Nora Neve, Fr Edward Hill, Fr Malachy CP, Stuart 

Allen, Sean Burke, Bridget Salmon, Bernard Packer, Sr 

Margaret McGrath and Patrick Sellars (former headmaster 

of St Thomas of Canterbury school), William Hammerton; 

Tomasz Vroobel, HM Queen Elizabeth II, Diana Dorman, 

Bishop Howard Tripp, Sheila Billingsley (mother of Maurice) 

and Peter Fowler 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 

November:   

Mary Sheridan, Joan Coleman and Jason Hoford 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, 30th Oct: 31st Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk 19: 1-10 
8.00am: Wedding Anniversary (George) 
9.30am: Filipino Community and families 
11.am: Bernard Packer - RIP (Sue Nolan & Family) 
6.00pm: Jose Luis Vicent Gil - RIP (Bolivar-Vicent Family) 
 
Monday 31st Oct:  Feria  Lk 14: 12-14 
7.30am Isobel Gray - health and wellbeing (Angela Sheehy) 
12 noon: Jose Luis Vicent Gil - RIP (Bolivar-Vicent Family 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 1st November:  Solemnity of All Saint  Mt 5: 1-12 
Holy Day of Obligation 
9.30am: Marie McManus - welfare (Christine Glover) 
12 noon: Jose Luis Vicent Gil - RIP (Bolivar-Vicent Family) 
8.00 pm: Cookson Family - RIP (Angela Nichols) 
 
 
Wednesday 2nd Nov:  Commemoration of all the Faithful  
                                       Departed (All Souls) Lk 7: 11-17 
7.30 am: Jose Luis Vicent Gil - RIP (Bolivar-Vicent Family) 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Andrew Strain - RIP (Jeannette Da Silva) 
6.00pm: Mr & Mrs Jeyarajah - RIP (R Mariathasan) 
 
 
Thursday 3rd Nov: St Martin de Porres  Lk 15: 1-10 
7.30am: James Kevin Flanagan - birthday (E Forrester) 
12 noon: Jose Luis Vicent Gil - RIP (Bolivar-Vicent Family) 
12.30pm: Scripture Group Meeting 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church 
 
Friday  4th Nov:  St Charles Borromeo Lk 16: 1-8 
12 noon: Funeral of the late Diana Dorman 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Christine Strain - RIP (Jeannette Da Silva) 
 
Saturday 5th Nov:  Feria Lk 16: 9-15 
9.00 am: Baptism Preparation 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon:  Virginia B Acedera - RIP (Susan) 
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 
4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation 
 
6.00pm (Vigil):  Christian Girard - RIP (Jill Robertson & Scotts) 
 
Sunday, 6th Nov: 32nd Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk 20: 27-38 
8.00am: McGonagle Family  - RIP (Angela Nichols) 
9.30am: Fiona & Gregor Mutch - 40th Wedding Anniv. 
11.am: Catherine Cornwell-Burns - welfare (Ann McConnell) 
12.15: Baptism of Elijah Daniel Caplan-Omer 
3.00pm: Blessing of the Graves 
6.00pm: People of the Parish 

LIVESTREAMING IN CHURCH . We use livestreaming for all Masses.  If any 
services are to be recorded we will inform the parish of those specific services. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend: 29/30 October:  - SVP collection 
Next weekend:  5/6 November:  There is no second collection this weekend. 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 5 November 2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please 
fill in a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR NOVEMBER 2022 
For children who suffer 

We pray for children who are suffering, especially those who are homeless, 
orphans, and victims of war; may they be guaranteed access to education and 

the opportunity to experience family affection.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2023.  Forms for the First Holy Com-
munion Programme are available in the Narthex or on the 
webpage.  Sessions will be run at 9.00am to 10.00am on Saturday 
mornings started 25th February 2023.  Completed forms, together 
with the child’s baptismal certificate must be returned to the Pres-
bytery before 30th January 2023. 

SPUC: 10 MILLION PRAYERS FOR 10 MILLION LOST LIVES 
On 27th October 2022, it will be exactly 55 years since the Abor-
tion Act of 1967 was passed.  Since then, 10 million babies have 
lost their lives in this country to abortion.  The battle to defend life 
is, above all, a spiritual one and on 27th October 2022 the Society 
for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) will be launching a 
major National Prayer Campaign in collaboration with the Knights 
of St Columba, to encourage more people to pray with renewed 
faith and trust for an end to the culture of death and for a flourish-
ing of the culture of life.  The aim is to reach a milestone of 10 
million prayers being pledged in memory of the 10 million lives lost 
to abortion, between 27th October 2022 and 27th April 2023.  You 
can pledge your prayers by filling in the online form at the follow-
ing web address:  www.spuc.og.uk/national-prayer-campaign 

APPLICATION FOR PLACES AT ST THOMAS’ PRIMARY 
SCHOOL, CANTERBURY FOR 2023 
Parents/carers of children born between 1st September 2018 and 
31st August 2019 must apply for Reception places for September 
2023 before 16th January 2023 cut - off date. As you know, par-
ents must complete and submit our ‘Supplementary Information 
Form’ (as well completing the Kent online application) before the 
closing date of the 16th January. These are available in the Church 
Narthex or from the school 
 
The school is due to hold several tours for prospective parents in 
mid-November. interested parents are asked to access the school 
website (www.st-thomas-canterbury.kent.sch.uk) where there is 
further information regarding tours. 
  
further information can be found on the school website: www.st-
thomas-canterbury.kent.sch.uk, or Laura Archer, the Admissions 
Officer, directly on 01227 462539.  

EXPERIMENTAL GONG MEDITATION SESSIONS 
Meditate to the sound of gongs in these two sessions with Helen 
Nattrass. Gentle, not brash. 
We want to discover people's reactions to this type of meditation 
in our parish. 
Two half-hour sessions are currently planned. 
Saturday 5th November 12.45 
Saturday 26th November 12.45 
More information on the notice in the Narthex 

World Youth Day, Lisbon (31st July to 7th August 2023) 
The Archdiocese of Southwark is taking a group of young people 
(aged 18-35) to World Youth Day in Lisbon from 31 July to 7 Au-
gust 2023. Bookings are now open; the price is £1,295, which 
includes flights, 3* accommodation (shared room), transfers, WYD 
registration fee & meal vouchers. If you are between 18-35, you 
are welcome to book via https://bit.ly/WYDSouthwark . For further 
information, please email youth@rcaos.org.uk 

MASSES ON THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS.  
Tuesday, 1st November:  Solemnity of All Saints. On this Holy 
Day of Obligation,  Masses will be celebrated at 9.30am; 12 
noon and 8.00pm 
Wednesday, 2nd November: Commemoration of All the Faithful 
Departed (All Souls).  In addition to the two regular Masses at 
7.30am and 12 noon, a Mass will be celebrated at 6.00pm 

BLESSING OF THE GRAVES.   
Next Sunday afternoon, 6th November at 3pm, there will be the 
blessing of graves at Canterbury cemetery. 

http://www.st-thomas-canterbury.kent.sch.uk
http://www.st-thomas-canterbury.kent.sch.uk/
http://www.st-thomas-canterbury.kent.sch.uk/
https://bit.ly/WYDSouthwark
mailto:youth@rcaos.org.uk
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