
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray continually and never lose heart. So the 
advice and encouragement we are given by Jesus is “to pray continually and never lose heart”. I can 
hear you say: “What is the point? God doesn't answer my prayers. What is the point of praying?”  “I 
have been praying for my son to be freed of his addiction but it is not happening.” “I am asking that my 
daughter rediscovers her faith but she won't comes to Mass with me.” “My dear friend has cancer and it 
is terminal. I want God to heal him.” 
 
It can be easy to lose heart. Jesus tells us, through the parable in the Gospel this weekend, that the 
unjust judge will relent eventually because of the persistence of the widow. Jesus then says “Now, will 
not God see justice done to his chosen who cry to him day and night even when he delays to help 
them? I promise you, he will see justice done to them, and done speedily.”  As we know we don't pray 
to change God's mind but as we pray we listen to God who helps us to understand his mind and his 
will. Prayer transforms and opens our eyes to see others from Jesus’ perspective. I often find it helps to 
me to ask “Lord how do you want me to pray about this”.   
 
And we need to pray in faith believing that Jesus is full of compassion and loves the one we are 
praying for more than we can love that person. At the end of the passage today Jesus makes a curious 
statement; “But when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on earth?”  We need to pray 
believing that God is in charge of all and we live in complete trust in his goodness and care for us.  
 
The words of Dame Julian of Norwich are pertinent here: “I will make all things well. I shall make all 
things well. I may make all things well, and I can make all things well; and thou shalt see thyself that all 
things shall be well…” (A Shewing of God’s love, XV) 
 
Let us pray: Hidden God, with whose mystery we struggle and whose face we long to see, do not allow 
us to lose heart before you, despite our wavering faith; but in your compassion, deign to be conquered 
by the insistent prayer of those who seek your blessing and strong help. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ for in his arms we are held fast for ever and ever.  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Angela 

Nichols, Tom Carr, Sandra Monger, Mary Jeffries, Gerry 

Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Anthony 

Andrews, Heather Danderson, Tony Whitehurst, Maria 

Krynicki, and John Kieley  

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Joyce Harlow, Louis Dirckze, Fr Tony Logan, Fr Pat 

O’Leary, Sara Baxter, Jean Winning, Patricia Gray, 

Ingeborg Parry, Fr Frances Capener, Fr John Hartley, Sean 

Stringer, Nora Neve, Fr Edward Hill, Fr Malachy CP, Stuart 

Allen, Sean Burke, Bridget Salmon, Bernard Packer, Sr 

Margaret McGrath and Patrick Sellars (former headmaster 

of St Thomas of Canterbury school), William Hammerton; 

Tomasz Vroobel, HM Queen Elizabeth II, Diana Dorman, 

Bishop Howard Tripp and Sheila Billingsley (mother of 

Maurice) 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 

October:   

Edward Asplin, Canon Richard Hearn. 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil): Angela M Greenway - welfare (E M Murphy) 
7pm: New Parishioners’ Welcome Evening in the Hall 
Sunday, 16th Oct: 29th Sun Ordinary Time (C)   Lk 18: 1-8 
8.00am: Sr Margaret McGrath - RIP 
9.30am: Jia Joychan - intentions (Joychan Family) 
11.am: People of the Parish 
12.15pm: Baptism of Arthur Billingsley 
6.00pm: Stasia, John and Christine Callagham - RIP 
 Student welcome gathering in Hall after Mass 
 
Monday 17th Oct:  St Ignatius of Antioch  Lk 12: 13-21 
7.30am Leopold Windsor - birthday (E Forrester) 
12 noon: Archbishop Michael Bowen - RIP 
3.00pm - 5.30pm:  School Form Signing 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 18th Oct:  St Luke, Evangelist Lk 10: 1-9 
12 noon: Helle Davies - RIP 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 19th Oct:  Feria Lk 12: 39-48 
7.30 am: HM Queen Elizabeth II - RIP 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Catherine Cornwell-Burns - welfare (Ann McConnell) 
4.00pm - 6.00pm:  School Form Signing 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.00pm: Liturgy Committee Meeting in the Hall 
 
Thursday 20th Oct: Feria  Lk 12: 49-53 
7.30am: Suzie and Jimmy Cole and children - welfare (E Lee) 
12 noon: Mr & Mrs Sean Buckley - spiritual welbeing 
12.30pm: Scripture Group Meeting 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church 
 
Friday  21st Oct: St Margaret Clitherow Lk 12: 54-59 
12 noon: Pat Salmon - RIP (Sue Nolan & Family) 
5.00pm - 6.30pm:  School Form Signing 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Thanksgiving 
 
Saturday 22nd Oct: St John Paul II Lk 13: 1-9 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon:  Sr Philomena Washington - celebration of  
 90th birthday in 70th Jubilee Year 
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 
4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation 
 
6.00pm (Vigil): Valerie Bailey - RIP (Mary McGillie) 
 
Sunday, 23rd Oct: 30th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk 18: 9-14 
WORLD MISSION DAY 
8.00am: Special Intentions of George 
9.30am: People of the Parish 
11.am: Catherine (Kath) & Bernard Packer - RIP 
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00pm: Thanksgiving (Vinod Family) 

LIVESTREAMING IN CHURCH . We use livestreaming for all Masses.  If any 
services are to be recorded we will inform the parish of those specific services. 

Save the Date: Quiz night 12th November 7pm  
A fun family friendly evening. Games, raffle and prizes 
for winning team. Have a team or join a table. More 
details to follow soon.  

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend: 15/16 October:  - no second collection this weekend 
Next weekend:  22/23 October:  - World Missions.   
Missio is the Church’s official organ for the support of foreign Missions.  This 
weekend’s collection goes in its entirety to support churches, hospitals, schools 
and vocations in countries where the church is new, young or poor through local 
bishops, churches and missionary congregations - local church directly helping 
local church. 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 5 November 2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please 
fill in a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

Thank you!  

Relics of St Bernadette will be visiting our Archdiocese later this 
month. If you’ve not already done so, please do take advantage of 
this opportunity to bring a group to either the Cathedral 
(Wednesday 19 – Thursday 20 October) or Aylesford Priory 
(Monday 24 - Friday 28 October), which are the two locations 
hosting the visits. Please note, it will be necessary to register your 
visit here: https://stbernadette.org.uk/registration/#southwark-
diocese  
 There will be a full programme of Masses, Confessions, and De-
votions at both the Cathedral and at Aylesford Priory – further 
detail on our Diocesan website.  

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2022 
A Church Open to Everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gos-
pel, may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always 

living in an atmosphere of synodality.  

Harvest Festival: A huge thank you to all our wonderful parish-
ioners who supported our Harvest Festival on the 9th October, in 
aid of Catching Lives .Together with a large donation of items, we 
raised £108.00 cash for Catching Lives.  

Marriage and Family Life in Kent 
Dear husband and wife! 
We’re offering you an opportunity to attend an online ‘Building a Better Marriage’ 
from 9am - 1pm on Saturday Oct 22nd 2022.   
 The course offered means that you can attend from home and there is no 
group sharing!  Contact mflkent@rcaos.org.uk for more details. 

‘First Encounters’ – Kent Modern Slavery Conference, Friday 
21st October at St Mary Bredin.  Details of the conference and 
registration: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/first-encounters-kent-
modern-slavery-conference-tickets-390495441377 

SCHOOL FORM SIGNING  
If you require Supplementary School Forms for St Anselm’s or St 
Thomas’ to be signed by Fr Anthony, please come to the Presby-
tery on: 
Monday, 17th October between 3pm and 5.30pm; or  
Wednesday, 19th October  between 4pm and 6pm; or  
Friday, 21st  October between 5pm and  6.30pm;  or  
Tuesday, 25th October between 7pm and 8.30pm. 

Thank you from Fr Robert McCulloch and the Columban Mission-
aries for your generous donation of £1759.30 for those affected by 
the floods in Pakistan. 

The SVP says thank you for helping us to help others. 
September’s SVP collection raised £964.91.  
During the month we were able to offer friendship and practical 
support to twenty-three beneficiaries. We made twenty-five visits 
and gave out £435 in food vouchers and £110 in energy top-ups. 
We provided telephone support and advice to six beneficiaries 
and gave lifts to therapy appointments to another. We are so 
grateful for our beneficiaries whose resilience is an inspiration in 
the face of hardship and we are so grateful to you for all that you 
have enabled us to do to help and encourage them. The next SVP 
collection will be on 29th/30th October. 

100 Club Winners for September 2022 are Assunta Riley (2) and 
Martina Clark (48); and October 2022 are Monica Spratley (63) 
and Tony Grace (66) 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/first-encounters-kent-modern-slavery-conference-tickets-390495441377
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/first-encounters-kent-modern-slavery-conference-tickets-390495441377
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