
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

 
When I first arrived at St Thomas Parish eight years ago, I was unused to seeing people camping out 
around the church because they had nowhere else to sleep. Seeing these sights, I immediately thought 
of the Gospel this weekend and the parable of the rich man (Dives) and Lazarus. Lazarus' name 
means “God has helped”. Dives was living in great comfort and Lazarus was starving and his sores 
were licked by the dogs at this gate. 
 

It is important to note that Dives didn't do any harm to Lazarus, but he ignored what was under his 
nose.  He was indifferent to Lazarus' need. The sin of the rich man was his self-indulgence and 
complacency. When he died and went to Hades he asked Abraham to send Lazarus back to warn his 
brothers. Abraham reminded the rich man that his brothers have the Law and the prophets. They can 
listen to those words of truth and guidance. The sin of Dives was that he allowed his conscience to be 
dulled by his way of life. He no longer heeded the word of God. He was overconfident in his own 
security; he was self-satisfied.  It is a telling parable for me today. As one commentator wrote: “too 
much comfort brings selfishness and selfishness keeps people from trying to come to grips with the 
society in which they live and the conditions of those who are lower down on the social and economic 
ladder.” 
 

Here in this country, despite our present economic worries, we have a comfortable way of life. There is 
nothing wrong with our way of living, but it is dangerous.  It is dangerous because it is so addictive. Our 
comforts can turn our attention to ourselves and help us to forget our responsibilities for the people 
around us. We get caught up in worries about sustaining that level of comfort.  
“Christ, risen from the dead, 
whose hands reach out to us  
in the person of the needy and outcast; 
bestir us both in thought and in deed  
to be mindful of those who seek our compassion,  
to that your justice may be done,  
your beloved poor be served, 
 and your people enter into eternal life.” 
(From “Celebrating the Christian Year” Vol 1) 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Angela 

Nichols, Tom Carr, Sandra Monger, Mary Jeffries, Gerry 

Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Anthony 

Andrews, Heather Danderson, Tony Whitehurst, Maria 

Krynicki, John Kieley and Jo Wilkins 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Joyce Harlow, Louis Dirckze, Fr Tony Logan, Fr Pat 

O’Leary, Sara Baxter, Jean Winning, Patricia Gray, 

Ingeborg Parry, Fr Frances Capener, Fr John Hartley, Sean 

Stringer, Nora Neve, Fr Edward Hill, Fr Malachy CP, Stuart 

Allen, Sean Burke, Bridget Salmon, Bernard Packer, Sr 

Margaret McGrath and Patrick Sellars (former headmaster 

of St Thomas of Canterbury school), William Hammerton; 

Tomasz Vroobel and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 

October:   

Edward Asplin 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil): Stuart Allen - RIP (Catherine Ashman) 
 
Sunday, 25th Sep:  26th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk16: 1-13 
8.00am: Catherine Cornwell-Burns - welfare (Ann McConnell) 
9.30am: Filipino Community and Families 
11.am: Richard & Elaine Caraccio - 50th Wedding Anniv. 
12.15: Baptism of  Collette Norah Francoise Lily Winship 
 and Dominic Stan 
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00pm: People of the Parish 
 
Monday 26th Sep:  Sts Cosmas & Damian  Lk 9:46-50 
7.30am: Anthony Charles William Ryan - RIP 
10am: Dr Nimfa Aparte - RIP (Aurora Dawson) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 27th Sep:  St Vincent de Paul Lk 9: 51-56 
12 noon: Rosamma, Philip & Thresia Sebastian &  
   Mr & Mrs Matthews - RIP (Tisha Joy) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 28th Sep: Feria Lk 9: 57-62 
7.30 am: Mr & Mrs Sean Buckley - spiritual welfare 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Brian Pender - RIP (James, Margaret and Family) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday 29th Sep:  Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael -  
                                    Archangels Jn 1: 47-51 
7.30am: Jonathan - blessings (Dominique Brayshaw) 
12 noon: Thomas Brayshaw - blessings (Dominique) 
12.30pm: Scripture Group Meeting 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church 
 
Friday  30th Sep: St Jerome Lk 10: 13-16 
12 noon: Funeral Mass of the late Bernard Packer 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: John Wilkins - RIP (Jo Wilkins) 
 
Saturday 1st October: St Therese of the Child Jesus 
   Lk 10: 17-24 
9.00 am: Baptism Preparation Meeting 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon:  Chris Silcock on his birthday 
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 
4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation  
6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, 2nd Oct:  27th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk17: 5-10 
8.00am: Wim Van Vuuren - RIP (Van Vuuren Family) 
9.30am: Derek Baker - RIP (Eileen Vermeulen) 
11.am: Matthew & Mary Quested - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
12.15: Baptism of  Freddie and Jesse Richardson 
6.00pm: Deceased members of the Mcgilley/Pepper Families 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend, 24/25 September: SVP - please give generously as usual 
Next weekend: 01/02 October:  - No second collection this weekend 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 1 October 2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please 
fill in a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

Promise Auction thank you to all the parishioners 
who supported our auction last Saturday, those who 
donated items and all those who came and enjoyed a 
fun night hosted by our auctioneer. We raised £1,117 
for our church.  

Invitation to webinar: Thank you for your recent generous support for seafarers 
and fishers on Sea Sunday. As a follow up, Catholic charity Stella Maris 
(formerly the Apostleship of the Sea) invites you to join a webinar on Tuesday 
27th September from 7.30pm to 9pm GMT to learn more about the issue of 
seafarer abandonment, and how donations like yours on Sea Sunday are sup-
porting those in crisis. If you would like to attend, please register in advance 
at www.stellamaris.org.uk/abandonment  

RCIA  - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adult - Journey of Faith 
  Who is it for?   
- Adults who want to become Catholic  
- Catholic adults who want to make First Holy Communion and/or Confirmation 
  Come and see:   Wednesday the 28nd of September at 7 pm  
If you are interested in joining the RCIA program but still have questions. Come 
to the church for a short talk on RCIA, an opportunity to ask questions, and an  
informal chat over tea or coffee.  
The weekly sessions begin: Wednesday, 5th October at 7 pm  
For more information email Fr John; johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  

RELICS OF ST BERNADETTE TOUR.  You are reminded that 
the Relics of St Bernadette will be at The Friars, Aylsford, Kent, 
ME20 7BX, arriving Monday, 24 Oct 2022 at 7:00pm and depart-
ing Friday, 28 Oct 2022 at 1:00pm.  Tickets at: https://
stbernadette.org.uk/registration/ 

CONFIRMATION 2023: Fr Anthony is arranging with Bishop Paul Hendricks to 
celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation at the end of May 2023. The date is not 
yet finalised. If you wish for your son or daughter to be confirmed at this time, 
please complete the Confirmation Form that is available on the church website 
and at the back of the church and return them to the office together with the 
child’s baptismal certificate. 

QUIZ NIGHT in aid of MAP (Medical Aid for Palestinians) will be held in St 
Thomas’ Church Hall on 01 October 2022 at 7.00pm - poster in Narthex.  More 
info from Simon at sws382@btinternet.com or phone/text 07849 834859 

Harvest Festival 9th October we shall be celebrating the Harvest 
with a display in our church, we would appreciate donations of 
food( in date) and listed items which will be donated to Catching 
lives ( local homeless charity) and the Canterbury Food Bank. 
Please add your donations to our display. A list of items in addition 
to foodstuffs can be found on the church Facebook page and 
posters in the church. There will be tea and cakes after the 
9:30am & 11am Mass – any donation of cakes will be welcome on 
the day.  If anyone can help after the 11am Mass please contact 
the social committee at stthomasrc@gmail.com. All proceeds 
going to Catching Lives and the Canterbury Food Bank   

SVP says thank you for your generosity. August’s collection for 
the SVP raised £1045.72. Your kindness enabled us to help sev-
enteen individuals and families last month with financial support in 
the form of food vouchers and energy top-ups alongside the pur-
chase of a few larger items. A new bed for a child was just the 
boost they and their family needed. Paying for removal costs ena-
bled someone with additional needs to move to more suitable ac-
commodation, and part-funding a new cooker replaced one that 
was unsafe. Thank you so much for your support for this work. 

Escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, 17th October 2022.  £699.00 per person 
sharing.  Price includes 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with full board.  All enter-
tainment and excursions included. Day trips to Westport, Ballintubber Abbey, 
Croagh Patrick, Fr. Peyton Centre & National Museum.  Single supple-
ment £100.00.  Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or 
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com 

The Archbishop’s Certificate (ArchCert) is an online course for all in South-
wark who wish to know their Catholic Faith more deeply.  Participants will take a 
two-year journey through the Church’s teaching to understand their faith in a 
more profound way and be able to share it with both confidence and joy.  The 
course will commence in October 2022 and the cost will be £365 per year.  Reg-
istration much be completed in advance.  Further details can be found at : https://
aec.rcaos.org.uk/archcert  

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2022 
A Church Open to Everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gos-
pel, may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always 

living in an atmosphere of synodality.  

http://www.stellamaris.org.uk/abandonment
mailto:johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com


 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

 
When I first arrived at St Thomas Parish eight years ago, I was unused to seeing people camping out 
around the church because they had nowhere else to sleep. Seeing these sights, I immediately thought 
of the Gospel this weekend and the parable of the rich man (Dives) and Lazarus. Lazarus' name 
means “God has helped”. Dives was living in great comfort and Lazarus was starving and his sores 
were licked by the dogs at this gate. 
 

It is important to note that Dives didn't do any harm to Lazarus, but he ignored what was under his 
nose.  He was indifferent to Lazarus' need. The sin of the rich man was his self-indulgence and 
complacency. When he died and went to Hades he asked Abraham to send Lazarus back to warn his 
brothers. Abraham reminded the rich man that his brothers have the Law and the prophets. They can 
listen to those words of truth and guidance. The sin of Dives was that he allowed his conscience to be 
dulled by his way of life. He no longer heeded the word of God. He was overconfident in his own 
security; he was self-satisfied.  It is a telling parable for me today. As one commentator wrote: “too 
much comfort brings selfishness and selfishness keeps people from trying to come to grips with the 
society in which they live and the conditions of those who are lower down on the social and economic 
ladder.” 
 

Here in this country, despite our present economic worries, we have a comfortable way of life. There is 
nothing wrong with our way of living, but it is dangerous.  It is dangerous because it is so addictive. Our 
comforts can turn our attention to ourselves and help us to forget our responsibilities for the people 
around us. We get caught up in worries about sustaining that level of comfort.  
“Christ, risen from the dead, 
whose hands reach out to us  
in the person of the needy and outcast; 
bestir us both in thought and in deed  
to be mindful of those who seek our compassion,  
to that your justice may be done,  
your beloved poor be served, 
 and your people enter into eternal life.” 
(From “Celebrating the Christian Year” Vol 1) 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Angela 

Nichols, Tom Carr, Sandra Monger, Mary Jeffries, Gerry 

Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Anthony 

Andrews, Heather Danderson, Tony Whitehurst, Maria 

Krynicki, John Kieley and Jo Wilkins 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Joyce Harlow, Louis Dirckze, Fr Tony Logan, Fr Pat 

O’Leary, Sara Baxter, Jean Winning, Patricia Gray, 

Ingeborg Parry, Fr Frances Capener, Fr John Hartley, Sean 

Stringer, Nora Neve, Fr Edward Hill, Fr Malachy CP, Stuart 

Allen, Sean Burke, Bridget Salmon, Bernard Packer, Sr 

Margaret McGrath and Patrick Sellars (former headmaster 

of St Thomas of Canterbury school), William Hammerton; 

Tomasz Vroobel and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 

October:   

Edward Asplin 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil): Stuart Allen - RIP (Catherine Ashman) 
 
Sunday, 25th Sep:  26th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk16: 1-13 
8.00am: Catherine Cornwell-Burns - welfare (Ann McConnell) 
9.30am: Filipino Community and Families 
11.am: Richard & Elaine Caraccio - 50th Wedding Anniv. 
12.15: Baptism of  Collette Norah Francoise Lily Winship 
 and Dominic Stan 
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00pm: People of the Parish 
 
Monday 26th Sep:  Sts Cosmas & Damian  Lk 9:46-50 
7.30am: Anthony Charles William Ryan - RIP 
10am: Dr Nimfa Aparte - RIP (Aurora Dawson) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 27th Sep:  St Vincent de Paul Lk 9: 51-56 
12 noon: Rosamma, Philip & Thresia Sebastian &  
   Mr & Mrs Matthews - RIP (Tisha Joy) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 28th Sep: Feria Lk 9: 57-62 
7.30 am: Mr & Mrs Sean Buckley - spiritual welfare 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Brian Pender - RIP (James, Margaret and Family) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday 29th Sep:  Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael -  
                                    Archangels Jn 1: 47-51 
7.30am: Jonathan - blessings (Dominique Brayshaw) 
12 noon: Thomas Brayshaw - blessings (Dominique) 
12.30pm: Scripture Group Meeting 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church 
 
Friday  30th Sep: St Jerome Lk 10: 13-16 
12 noon: Funeral Mass of the late Bernard Packer 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: John Wilkins - RIP (Jo Wilkins) 
 
Saturday 1st October: St Therese of the Child Jesus 
   Lk 10: 17-24 
9.00 am: Baptism Preparation Meeting 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon:  Chris Silcock on his birthday 
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 
4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation  
6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, 2nd Oct:  27th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk17: 5-10 
8.00am: Wim Van Vuuren - RIP (Van Vuuren Family) 
9.30am: Derek Baker - RIP (Eileen Vermeulen) 
11.am: Matthew & Mary Quested - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
12.15: Baptism of  Freddie and Jesse Richardson 
6.00pm: Deceased members of the Mcgilley/Pepper Families 
 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend, 24/25 September: SVP - please give generously as usual 
Next weekend: 01/02 October:  - No second collection this weekend 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 1 October 2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please 
fill in a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

Promise Auction thank you to all the parishioners 
who supported our auction last Saturday, those who 
donated items and all those who came and enjoyed a 
fun night hosted by our auctioneer. We raised £1,117 
for our church.  

Invitation to webinar: Thank you for your recent generous support for seafarers 
and fishers on Sea Sunday. As a follow up, Catholic charity Stella Maris 
(formerly the Apostleship of the Sea) invites you to join a webinar on Tuesday 
27th September from 7.30pm to 9pm GMT to learn more about the issue of 
seafarer abandonment, and how donations like yours on Sea Sunday are sup-
porting those in crisis. If you would like to attend, please register in advance 
at www.stellamaris.org.uk/abandonment  

RCIA  - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adult - Journey of Faith 
  Who is it for?   
- Adults who want to become Catholic  
- Catholic adults who want to make First Holy Communion and/or Confirmation 
  Come and see:   Wednesday the 28nd of September at 7 pm  
If you are interested in joining the RCIA program but still have questions. Come 
to the church for a short talk on RCIA, an opportunity to ask questions, and an  
informal chat over tea or coffee.  
The weekly sessions begin: Wednesday, 5th October at 7 pm  
For more information email Fr John; johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  

RELICS OF ST BERNADETTE TOUR.  You are reminded that 
the Relics of St Bernadette will be at The Friars, Aylsford, Kent, 
ME20 7BX, arriving Monday, 24 Oct 2022 at 7:00pm and depart-
ing Friday, 28 Oct 2022 at 1:00pm.  Tickets at: https://
stbernadette.org.uk/registration/ 

CONFIRMATION 2023: Fr Anthony is arranging with Bishop Paul Hendricks to 
celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation at the end of May 2023. The date is not 
yet finalised. If you wish for your son or daughter to be confirmed at this time, 
please complete the Confirmation Form that is available on the church website 
and at the back of the church and return them to the office together with the 
child’s baptismal certificate. 

QUIZ NIGHT in aid of MAP (Medical Aid for Palestinians) will be held in St 
Thomas’ Church Hall on 01 October 2022 at 7.00pm - poster in Narthex.  More 
info from Simon at sws382@btinternet.com or phone/text 07849 834859 

Harvest Festival 9th October we shall be celebrating the Harvest 
with a display in our church, we would appreciate donations of 
food( in date) and listed items which will be donated to Catching 
lives ( local homeless charity) and the Canterbury Food Bank. 
Please add your donations to our display. A list of items in addition 
to foodstuffs can be found on the church Facebook page and 
posters in the church. There will be tea and cakes after the 
9:30am & 11am Mass – any donation of cakes will be welcome on 
the day.  If anyone can help after the 11am Mass please contact 
the social committee at stthomasrc@gmail.com. All proceeds 
going to Catching Lives and the Canterbury Food Bank   

SVP says thank you for your generosity. August’s collection for 
the SVP raised £1045.72. Your kindness enabled us to help sev-
enteen individuals and families last month with financial support in 
the form of food vouchers and energy top-ups alongside the pur-
chase of a few larger items. A new bed for a child was just the 
boost they and their family needed. Paying for removal costs ena-
bled someone with additional needs to move to more suitable ac-
commodation, and part-funding a new cooker replaced one that 
was unsafe. Thank you so much for your support for this work. 

Escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, 17th October 2022.  £699.00 per person 
sharing.  Price includes 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with full board.  All enter-
tainment and excursions included. Day trips to Westport, Ballintubber Abbey, 
Croagh Patrick, Fr. Peyton Centre & National Museum.  Single supple-
ment £100.00.  Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or 
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com 

The Archbishop’s Certificate (ArchCert) is an online course for all in South-
wark who wish to know their Catholic Faith more deeply.  Participants will take a 
two-year journey through the Church’s teaching to understand their faith in a 
more profound way and be able to share it with both confidence and joy.  The 
course will commence in October 2022 and the cost will be £365 per year.  Reg-
istration much be completed in advance.  Further details can be found at : https://
aec.rcaos.org.uk/archcert  

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2022 
A Church Open to Everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gos-
pel, may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always 

living in an atmosphere of synodality.  

http://www.stellamaris.org.uk/abandonment
mailto:johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com

