
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

The request that the disciples made to Jesus in this weekend’s Gospel is: “Increase our Faith.” 
The word faith used here is a translation of the word “pistis’ meaning trust. Jesus’ followers were 
asking that their trust in God be increased or, put another way, “may our trust in you grow deeper.” 
When I was working in catechesis I would try to explore three aspects of the word “faith.” There is 
the intellectual aspect. When we talk about the Catholic faith we can point to the Creed that we say 
together every Sunday. If you were to ask someone what do Catholics believe, they could pick up a 
copy of the “Catechism of the Catholic Church’, all 778 pages, and say it is set out within the covers of 
this book. That is intellectual faith. It is important that we have an understanding of God and his love for 
us and a vocabulary that can express this. 
 

Yet faith is also a relationship. Our faith is in the person of Jesus. This is what I might describe as 
“affective” faith. Faith is not just an intellectual assent to a body of truths. It is a relationship of love with 
the person of Jesus. We deepen this trust in Jesus through our life of prayer. St John Henry Newman 
chose “Heart speaks unto Heart” as the motto to go on his coat of arms when he became a Cardinal in 
1879. Inspired by these words, spoken by St. Francis de Sales, Newman calls us to hear God speaking 
to our hearts and to listen for our mission from God. This is affective faith.  We are called to trust our 
loving God even when things seem bleak. 
 

In the first reading this weekend, from the prophet Habakkuk, the Jewish people are experiencing 
extremely great hardship. The cry was “how long, O Lord, am I to cry for help while you will not listen.” 
But God, through the prophet, gives reassurance saying in the last sentence of the passage we read 
“the upright man will live by his faithfulness” and “the just man because of this faith, will live.” 
The third aspect of faith is “active faith” or faith in action.” What we believe intellectually and how 
deeply we love God and how we relate to his Son and our brother Jesus should be seen in the way we 
live. People see it in the choices we make and lifestyle we lead. St James writes in his letter; “If a 
brother or sister is without clothes and lacks daily food and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, stay 
warm, and be well fed” but you don’t give them what the body needs, what good is it? In the same way 
faith, if it does not have works, is dead by itself.” 
 

This weekend we will take our CAFOD envelopes in preparation for Harvest Fast Day next Friday. 
Fasting and giving the money we save to the poor is one small way of living active faith. 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Angela 

Nichols, Tom Carr, Sandra Monger, Mary Jeffries, Gerry 

Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Anthony 

Andrews, Heather Danderson, Tony Whitehurst, Maria 

Krynicki, John Kieley and Jo Wilkins 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Joyce Harlow, Louis Dirckze, Fr Tony Logan, Fr Pat 

O’Leary, Sara Baxter, Jean Winning, Patricia Gray, 

Ingeborg Parry, Fr Frances Capener, Fr John Hartley, Sean 

Stringer, Nora Neve, Fr Edward Hill, Fr Malachy CP, Stuart 

Allen, Sean Burke, Bridget Salmon, Bernard Packer, Sr 

Margaret McGrath and Patrick Sellars (former headmaster 

of St Thomas of Canterbury school), William Hammerton; 

Tomasz Vroobel and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 

October:   

Edward Asplin, Canon Richard Hearn. 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, 2nd Oct:  27th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk17: 5-10 
8.00am: Wim Van Vuuren - RIP (Van Vuuren Family) 
9.30am: Derek Baker - RIP (Eileen Vermeulen) 
11.am: Matthew & Mary Quested - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
12.15: Baptism of  Freddie and Jesse Richardson 
6.00pm: Deceased members of the Mcgilley/Pepper Families 
 
Monday 3rd Oct:  Feria  Lk 10: 25-37 
7.30am Emma Murphy - RIP (Forrester Family) 
12 noon: Catherine Cornwell-Burnes - welfare (Ann McConnell) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 4th Oct:  St Francis of Assisi Lk 10: 38-42 
12 noon: Sr Margaret McGrath - RIP (Joan & Patty) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 5th Oct:  Feria Lk 11: 1-4 
7.30 am: Intentions of Fr Sylvester Adeniyi & new parishioners 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Rev. Raymond Rafferty - welfare (Constance Paske) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday 6th Oct:  Feria Lk 11: 5-13 
7.30am: Hughie & Rose Doherty & family - welfare 
12 noon: Thomas Paske & Janetta Schultez - welfare (C Paske) 
12.30pm: Scripture Group Meeting 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church 
 
Friday  7th Oct: Our Lady of the Rosary Lk 11: 15-26 
CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY  
12 noon: Richard Hearn - RIP (1st Anniv.) (Cherry Stone) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Bernard Packer - RIP (Callaghan Family) 
 
Saturday 8th Oct: Feria Lk 11: 27-28 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon:  Fr Francis Capener - RIP (Sasiwan Pilbeam) 
1.00pm: Baptism of Maximilian and Margot Whorwood 
4.30pm: Legion of Mary meeting in Upper Room 
4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation  
6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, 9th Oct:  28th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk 17: 11-19 
PRISONS’ SUNDAY 
HARVEST FESTIVAL 
8.00am: Thanksgiving (Marylin Vazhappilly & Rameez Saifulla) 
9.30am: Brian George Henley - RIP 
11.am: Bernard Packer - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
6.00pm: Joyce Simmons - welfare (Constance Paske) 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend, 01/02 October:  - No second collection this weekend 
Next weekend: 08/09 October:  -  
1.  PACT - Prision Advice and Care Trust -  the Catholic Charity supporting 
prisioners, people with convictions and their families at every stage of the crimi-
nal justice process - in court, in prison, on release and in the community.  Sun-
day, 9th October is the start of a week of prayer for prisioners, their families and 
the communities affected by the criminal justice system 
2.  CAFOD FAST DAY ENVELOPES -  CAFOD Family Fast Day on Friday, 7th 
October 2022.  Please use the envelopes  in the pews for your Harvest Fast Day 
Donations.  Drop the envelopes in either collection. 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 5 November 2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please 
fill in a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

Bereavement Retreat: "Grief in Loss, Hope in Christ" weekend for those in 
mourning.  This weekend is a time for you. A space for you. Aylesford Priory 7-
9th October. Enquiries tel Aylesford Priory 01622 717272  

RELICS OF ST BERNADETTE TOUR.  The Relics of St Bernadette will be at 
The Friars, Aylsford, ME20 7BX, arriving Monday, 24 Oct at 7:00pm and depart-
ing Friday, 28 Oct  at 1:00pm.  Tickets at: https://stbernadette.org.uk/registration/ 

CONFIRMATION 2023: Fr Anthony is arranging with Bishop Paul Hendricks to 
celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation at the end of May 2023. The date is not 
yet finalised. If you wish for your son or daughter to be confirmed at this time, 
please complete the Confirmation Form that is available on the church website 
and at the back of the church and return them to the office together with the 
child’s baptismal certificate. 

CAFOD Family Fast Day - Friday 7th October – World Food Crisis Appeal 
Millions of families are facing a food crisis that could be the worst in living 
memory. As each day goes by, the situation worsens. As people of faith we must 
act. Your donations can help CAFOD’s local experts to provide emergency food 
supplies to families in the worst affected countries in East Africa and support 
communities around the world working hard to put food on the table. Please take 
an envelope today and return it next weekend with your HARVEST Day collec-
tion, or start a monthly gift to CAFOD - cafod.org.uk/fastday. The Universe Catholic Weekly 

Is true to its mission of being “a light to guide the world, and a mirror to reflect it” 
Keeping Catholics informed about their faith, and bringing them ever closer to 
God. In order to keep our high standard going and maintain a strong weekly 
Catholic voice at a time when it is much needed in the world, please consider 
taking out a subscription.  We have an excellent website full of trustworthy arti-
cles and an online shop with all subscribers receiving a 10% discount.  Or-
der your Digital 4 weeks FREE introductory offer by calling Michelle on 0743 
661 7650 or email: michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk 

Harvest Festival 9th October we shall be celebrating the Harvest 
with a display in our church.  We would appreciate donations 
which will be donated to Catching lives (local homeless charity). 
Please add your donations to our display on the Altar. A list of 
items and foodstuffs can be found on the church Facebook page 
and posters in the church. There will be tea and cakes after 
9:30am & 11am Mass on 9th Oct – donations of cakes welcome 
on the day.  If you can help after 11am Mass please contact the 
social committee at stthomasrc@gmail.com. All proceeds going 
to Catching Lives 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2022 
A Church Open to Everyone 

We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gos-
pel, may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always 

living in an atmosphere of synodality.  

Students from the UCA Canterbury School of Architecture as part of the course 
work are presenting possible designs for the Diocesan Shrine of St Thomas of 
Canterbury in our church.  These presentations will take place on Friday 14 
October in the church hall.  You are invited to view the 11 presentations which 
will begin at 1pm and  take about 10 minutes each. The afternoon will end at 
about 15:30 after round-up discussion; feedback; potential next steps. 

VACANCY - MARRIAGE PREPARATION PRESENTERS – SOUTHWARK 
A married couple, both being practising Catholics, to present 6 courses a year in 
various locations in South London and Kent, plus cover in case of colleagues’ 
illness.  Salary:  £30,000 pro rata (£7,000) for the couple.  Mileage paid in addi-
tion.  All training given. For full job description and further details, please con-
tact liamgallagher@rcaos.org.uk.  Applications by close on 14th October 2022. 

OCTOBER ROSARY - We will be praying the Rosary from 11.30am to just be-
fore 12 noon Mass from Monday to Friday during October.  If you can assist with 
leading the Rosary please write your name on the Form in the Narthex.  We are 
looking for leaders for Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Thanks 

SCHOOL FORM SIGNING - If you require Supplementary School Forms for St 
Anselm’s or St Thomas’ to be signed by Fr Anthony, please come to the Presby-
tery on Monday, 3rd October between 3pm and 4.30pm and on Tuesday, 4th 
October and 11th October between 6.30pm - 8.30pm. 

NEW PARISHIONERS GATHERING.  All new parishioners are 
welcome to join us on Saturday, 15th October at 7pm in the 
Church Hall for a welcoming get together.  If you have not re-
ceived an email from Fr Anthony, please contact Linda in the of-
fice.  Please let Linda know if you will attend for catering.  Thanks 

FUNERAL MASS OF THE LATE PATRICK SELLARS will take place at the 
church of St Francis Parish Church, 126 Week Street, Maidstone, ME14 1RH on 

Wednesday, 5th October at 10h30am. 

https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day
mailto:michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk
mailto:liamgallagher@rcaos.org.uk
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