
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

 
This Sunday, formerly called Home Mission Sunday, is now known as Evangelii Gaudium Sunday. 
Evangelii Gaudium is Latin for the ‘Joy of the Gospel’. Named after Pope Francis’ first solo Apostolic 
Exhortation on the Joy of the Gospel, this day offers the Catholic community in England and Wales the 
opportunity to celebrate the beauty of our faith and our commitment to witness to the fullness of life in 
Christ. 
 
It is good to remember that it was nine years ago that this Exhortation was first published. At the time, 
our then Archbishop, Peter Smith, had a meeting with the Deans of the Diocese and gave everyone a 
copy to read and share. He also organised meetings in the three areas of the Diocese for everyone to 
come and begin to share what the Pope had written and discover ways to making his challenges a 
reality in our lives and in our parishes. 
 
Here is a reminder of what the Pope said about the Parish: “The parish is not an outdated institution; 
precisely because it possesses great flexibility, it can assume quite different contours depending on the 
openness and missionary creativity of the pastor and the community. While certainly not the only 
institution which evangelises, if the parish proves capable of self-renewal and constant adaptivity, it 
continues to be “the Church living in the midst of the homes of her sons and daughters”. 
Pope Francis doesn’t want us to be a useless structure, out of touch with people or a self absorbed 
group made up of a chosen few. 
 
Our Diocesan agency for Evangelisation and Catechesis is encouraging us to think of three 
people who have yet to come back to the church and to pray the Novena for their return, starting 
today the 18th September. There are cards at the back of the church to help us to do this. It 
is suggested that, at the end of the 9 days of prayer, we reach out to those individuals to encourage a 
return; “this could be via a phone calling or a conversation over coffee or a meal”. 
Pope Francis, in Evangelii Gaudium,  says “I invite everyone to be bold and creative in this task of 
rethinking the goals, structures, style and methods of evangelisation in their respective communities. A 
proposal of goals without an adequate communal search for the means of achieving them will 
inevitably prove illusory. I encourage everyone to apply the guidelines found in this document 
generously and courageously, without inhibitions or fear.” 
 
Help me Lord to understand what it means for me to be a missionary disciple. Show me what you want 
me to do to share the good news with another.  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Angela 

Nichols, Tom Carr, Sandra Monger, Mary Jeffries, Gerry 

Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Germaine Reid, Anthony 

Andrew, Heather Danderson, Tony Whitehurst, Maria 

Krynicki, John Kieley and Jo Wilkins 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Philomena Wickenden, Francis Mills, Shaena Metherell, 

Nora King, June Carver, Brian Barry, Terry Spratley, Olive 

Reardon, Mary Rear, Ron Godsall, Florence Perry, Robert 

Cookman, Brian Henley, Fr Anthony Hale CP, Joyce 

Harlow, Louis Dirckze, Fr Tony Logan, Fr Pat O’Leary, 

Sara Baxter, Jean Winning, Patricia Gray, Ingeborg Parry, 

Fr Frances Capener, Fr John Hartley, Sean Stringer, Nora 

Neve, Fr Edward Hill, Fr Malachy CP, Stuart Allen, Sean 

Burke, Bridget Salmon, Bernard Packer, Sr Margaret 

McGrath and Patrick Sellars (former headmaster of St 

Thomas of Canterbury school), William Hammerton; 

Tomasz Vroobel and Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 

September:  

Tracy Samuels and Josephine Howard 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):  Maria Krynicki - welfare 
7.00pm: Auction of Promises in the Church Hall 
 
Sunday, 18th Sep:  25th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk16: 1-13 
8.00am: Intentions of the Prayer Warriors (Carina Manning) 
9.30am: Long-Castro Family - welfare 
11.am: Requiem Mass for Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II 
12.15: Baptism of  Elanie Christopherson 
6.00pm: Gabriel & Bozena Abkowicz - RIP (Ava Gordon) 
 
Monday 19th Sep:  St Theodore of Canterbury  Lk 8:16-18 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY (Funeral of HM Queen Elizabeth II) 
7.30am:  Tomasz Vroobel -RIP 
10am: Fr Francis Capener - RIP (Sasiwan Pilbeam)  
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 20th Sep:  Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon, and paul 
Chong Hasang & Companions Lk 8: 19-21 
9.20 am: Funeral of late William Hammerton at Barham 
12 noon: Bernard Packer - RIP (E.M. Murphy) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 21st Sep: St Matthew Mt 9: 9-13 
7.30 am: Virginia Forrester - birthday wishes (Forrester Fam.) 
9.20 am: Funeral of late Bridget (Pat) Salmon at Barham 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: David Ribbans - RIP (Rizalina Ribbans) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday 22nd Sep:  Feria Lk 9: 7-9 
7.30am: William McClelland - RIP (Forrester Family) 
12 noon: John Kieley - welfare (Jenny Todd) 
12.30pm: Scripture Group Meeting 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church 
 
Friday  23rd Sep: St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio)Lk 9:18-22 
12 noon: Intentions of Sean Clancy 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Deceased members of McGillie & Quinn Families 
 
Saturday 24th Sep: Our Lady of Walsingham Lk 9: 43-45 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon: Thanksgiving for blessings received (Marylin & Rameez) 
12 noon: Burial of Ashes of Mary Rear at Barham 
4.30 - 5.30pm: Reconciliation  
6.00pm (Vigil): Stuart Allen - RIP (Catherine Ashman) 
 
Sunday, 25th Sep:  26th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk16: 1-13 
8.00am: Catherine Cornwell-Burns - welfare (Ann McConnell) 
9.30am: Filipino Community and Families 
11.am: Richard & Elaine Caraccio - 50th Wedding Anniv. 
12.15: Baptism of  Collette Norah Francoise Lily Winship 
 and Dominic Stan 
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00pm: People of the Parish 
 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2022 
Abolition of the Death Penalty 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the human person, 
may be legally abolished in every country 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend, 17/18 September: Home Missions.  This collection provides for 
the support of Home Missions - the spread of the gospel in our own country 
through a breadth of work in support of parish evangelisation 
Next weekend: 24/25 September: SVP - please give generously as usual 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting will be on 
Saturday, 1 October 2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please 
fill in a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

Invitation to webinar: Thank you for your recent generous sup-
port for seafarers and fishers on Sea Sunday. As a follow up, 
Catholic charity Stella Maris (formerly the Apostleship of the Sea) 
invites you to join a webinar on Tuesday 27th September from 
7.30pm to 9pm GMT to learn more about the issue of seafarer 
abandonment, and how donations like yours on Sea Sunday are 
supporting those in crisis. If you would like to attend, please reg-
ister in advance at www.stellamaris.org.uk/abandonment  

PARKING IN FRONT OF CHURCH ON  25TH SEPTEMBER 2022.  We have 
received notice that the Marlowe Theatre will be transporting set pieces using 
large vehicles through Burgate on Sunday 25th and Monday 26th September.  
Please do not park in front of the church (in Burgate) on these two days.  Thanks 

RCIA  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adult - Journey of Faith 

   

 Who is it for?   
- Adults who want to become Catholic  
- Catholic adults who want to make their First Holy Communion 
   and/or Confirmation 
 

  Come and see:   Wednesday the 28nd of September at 7 pm  
If you are interested in joining the RCIA program but still have 
questions. Come to the church for a short talk on RCIA, an oppor-
tunity to ask questions, and an informal chat over tea or coffee.  
 

The weekly sessions begin: Wednesday, 5th October at 7 pm  
For more information email Fr John; johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  

RELICS OF ST BERNADETTE TOUR.  You are reminded that the Relics of St 
Bernadette will be at The Friars, Aylsford, Kent, ME20 7BX, arriving Monday, 24 
Oct 2022 at 7:00pm and departing Friday, 28 Oct 2022 at 1:00pm.  Tickets at: 
https://stbernadette.org.uk/registration/ 

CONFIRMATION 2023: Fr Anthony is arranging with Bishop Paul 
Hendricks to celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation at the end 
of May 2023. The date is not yet finalised. If you wish for your son 
or daughter to be confirmed at this time, please complete the  
Confirmation Form that is available on the church website and at 
the back of the church and return them to the office together with 
the child’s baptismal certificate. 

Aid to the Church in Need, through whom we are collecting to assist the people 
of Ukraine, have sent a letter to Canon Anthony saying “(we) offer our heartfelt 
thanks to yourself and your parishioners for your incredibly generous donation of 
£2,613.51. The communities in Ukraine that we will help with your donation often 
feel forgotten by the wider world, so the support and prayers of your parish mean 
a great deal, giving them courage and strength for the future.”  (See the full letter 
to Canon Anthony in the Narthex.) We have an ongoing collection point for the 
people of Ukraine and regular amounts are being sent to them through Aid to the 

Church in Need.   

QUIZ NIGHT in aid of MAP (Medical Aid for Palestinians) will be held in St 
Thomas’ Church Hall on 01 October 2022 at 7.00pm - poster in Narthex.  More 
info from Simon at sws382@btinternet.com or phone/text 07849 834859 

The Archbishop’s Certificate (ArchCert) is an online course for 
all in Southwark who wish to know their Catholic Faith more deep-
ly.  Participants will take a two-year journey through the Church’s 
teaching to understand their faith in a more profound way and be 
able to share it with both confidence and joy.  The course will 
commence in October 2022 and the cost will be £365 per year.  
Registration much be completed in advance.  Further details can 
be found at : https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/archcert  
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