
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

Very often you find that Catholics coming to Mass prefer to sit towards the back, furthest away from the 
Altar. I wonder why this is. Is it they want to be anonymous, or they feel unworthy? At the parish church 
of my childhood there were still some brass nameplates on some of the benches. It was from a time 
when people could contribute money to the parish and have a reserved place. I always remember 
before Mass one Sunday the gentleman and his family whose name was on the front pew on the left 
found someone sitting in their place. This man towered over the interlopers and wouldn’t move until 
they got the message and vacated their place. He certainly didn't seek the lowest place. He saw 
himself entitled to the highest place.  
We are presented with two parables in this Sunday’s Gospel. Both spring from Jesus' presence at 
meals. He talks about seating arrangements and also who should be invited when we organise meals. 
In the first parable, Jesus reminds us “for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and the man 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” St Benedict, in his Rule, devotes a whole chapter to humility. He 
listed twelve steps.   St Bernard of Clairvaux, when asked to name the four Cardinal Virtues, replies 
“humility, humility, humility and humility.”   He said this because the word “cardinal” means “hinge.” And 
everything hinges on humility.  Humility opens the door to the hearts of others and to the heart of God. 
T. S. Eliot, in his poem Four Quartets, comments that, “the only wisdom we can hope to acquire/ Is the 
wisdom of humility: humility is endless.”  To be humble is to embrace the truth about who we are and 
our relationship with God. The word humility comes from the Latin “humus” meaning earth or soil. To 
be humble is to be grounded, to be rooted. 
What was Jesus saying to us when he suggests that when we give a banquet or party, we invited 
those who cannot reciprocate?  He is talking of almsgiving. We are to joyfully give with no hope or 
expectation of return. “No; when you have a party, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; that 
they cannot pay you back means that you are fortunate, because repayment will be made to you when 
the virtuous rise again."  We are building up treasure in heaven.   
 
“God and judge of all, you show us that the way to your kingdom is through humility and service. Keep 
us true to the path of justice and give us the reward promised to those who make a place for the 
rejected and the poor. We ask this through Jesus Christ your Son” (ICEL Collect 1999) 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Patrick 

Sellars, Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, 

Sandra Monger, Mary Jeffries, Gerry Cash, Noreen Egan, 

Josie Price, Vasiliy & Alevtina Rudenko, Germaine Reid, 

Hilary McKernan, Anthony Andrew, Heather Danderson, 

Tony Whitehurst, Maria Krynicki, Tomasz Wrobel and Jo 

Wilkins 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Philomena Wickenden, Francis Mills, Shaena Metherell, 

Nora King, June Carver, Brian Barry, Terry Spratley, Olive 

Reardon, Mary Rear, Ron Godsall, Florence Perry, Robert 

Cookman, Brian Henley, Fr Anthony Hale CP, Joyce 

Harlow, Louis Dirckze, Fr Tony Logan, Fr Pat O’Leary, 

Sara Baxter, Jean Winning, Patricia Gray, Ingeborg Parry, 

Fr Frances Capener, Fr John Hartley, Sean Stringer, Nora 

Neve, Fr Edward Hill, Fr Malachy CP, Stuart Allen, Sean 

Burke, Bridget Salmon and Bernard Packer. 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in 

September:  

Tracy Samuels and Josephine Howard 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

600pm (Vigil):  Jorge Manuel Gomes - RIP 
Sunday, 28th Aug: 22nd Sun Ordinary Time (C)   
   Lk14: 1, 7-14 
8.00am: Mondelei Family - safe house move & 
   great school start  (Eileen Renaud) 
9.30am: Filipino Community and families 
11.am: David & Michael Evans’ intentions (Grainne Evans) 
6.00pm: People of the Parish 
 
Monday 29th Aug:  The Passion of St John the Baptist  
PUBLIC HOLIDAY Mk 6: 17-29 
10am: David Riley - RIP  
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 30th Aug: Sts Margaret Clitherow, Anne Line and 
         Margaret Ward Lk 4: 31-37 
12 noon: Lee Jordan - RIP (Jordan Family) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 31st Aug: St Aidan & the Saints of Lindisfarne
   Lk 4: 38-44 
7.30 am: For Fr Alfred’s intentions 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Margaret Armstrong - RIP 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday 1st Sept:  St Edmund Arrowsmith Lk 5: 1-11 
7.30am: Mary and William Clancy - RIP (Sean Clancy) 
12 noon: Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family) 
12.30pm: Scripture Group Meeting 
 
Friday  2nd Sept: Feria Lk 5: 33-39 
12 noon: David Ribbans - RIP (Rizalina Ribbans) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Maureen & Doris Chia - RIP (Chris Kanny) 
 
Saturday 3rd Sept: Pope St Gregory the Great  Mt 16: 13-19 
9.00am: Baptism Preparation 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon: Pete & Laura on their Wedding Day (Blows Family) 
4.30 - 5.30pm Reconciliation  
6.00pm (Vigil):  David Heap - RIP (Christine Heap) 
 
Sunday, 4th Sept: 23rd Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk14: 25-33 
8.00am: People of the Parish 
9.30am: Gill & Mike Robinson - 50th wedding anniversary 
11.am: Pat Hey - RIP (Brayshaw Family) 
12.15: Baptism of Albie Davies & Lennox & Ellis Massaquoi 
6.00pm: Maureen & Syd Pepper - RIP (Denise Pepper) 
 
Omission from the newsletter last week:  On Sunday 21st August we celebrated 
the baptism of Anthony Jose Fiuza 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2022 
Abolition of the Death Penalty 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the human person, 
may be legally abolished in every country 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend, 27/28 August: Collection for the SVP. 
Next weekend: 03/04 September: No second collection. 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting  will be on 
Saturday, 3 September 2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please 
fill in a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

Building a Better Marriage 
Dear husband and wife!  We’re offering you an opportunity to attend 
an online ‘Building a Better Marriage’ from 9am - 1pm on Saturday Sept 
3rd 2022.  The course offered means that you can attend from your own living 
room and there is no group sharing! Information: Carole - Tel: 07983524727 
- email: mflkent@rcaos.org.uk 
 
SycamOre for engaged and married couples 
A new exciting free ONLINE course, for engaged and married couples, has 
been developed in collaboration with the Southwark Marriage and Family Life 
team and Sycamore, a programme about Christian faith by Fr Stephen Wang.    
Growing in Faith Together consists of four hour-long sessions via Zoom and is a 
wonderful opportunity for: 
engaged couples who have completed marriage preparation courses and want to 
continue exploring their faith together; and married couples to enrich their friend-
ship and love.  
The course runs Tuesday evenings from 8-9pm on  6th, 13th, 20th & 
27th September 2022. 
To register: Growing in Faith Together – Agency for Evangelisation and Catech-
esis (https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/together) 
 
FAQ: Can I attend on my own or do both of us have to attend? 
ANS: If engaged, both of you should attend. If already married - you can attend 
alone or as a couple – your choice! 

Sunday 11th September: There is a blessing of children returning to school 
at the 9:30am Mass. Whether your child is at a new school or nursery, or has just 
moved into a new class they are encouraged to either wear their school jumper 
or bring their book bag to be blessed.  There will be tea and cakes after the Mass 
in the hall.  Donations of cakes welcome on the day.  

JOB VACANCY AT ST THOMAS’ CATHOLIC SCHOOL. 

Caretaker / Maintenance Position 

Pay: Kent Range 4 (£19,389-£20,493) for a 37 hour week 

App Close Date:  01/09/2022     Interviews:  08/09/2022 

The Governing Body of St Thomas' Catholic Primary School (Voluntary Aided) 
are looking to recruit a new Caretaker for the school.  Further details on poster in 
the Narthex or view the advertisement on www.kent-teach.com or contact Kyla 

Weeden on 01227462539 or kweeden@st-thomas-canterbury.kent.sch.uk 

This Sunday is Fr Alfred’s last Sunday with us before he 
takes up his new appointment at St Anselm’s, Tooting 
Bec.  It has been a great pleasure having him with us for 
the last two months.  We thank him for his pastoral care 
and wise words, and wish him well in his new home. 

Bereavement Retreat 
Anyone who is struggling in their bereavement of a loved one or just wants a 
space for themselves in their grief. The Grief in Loss, Hope in Christ weekend 
retreat may be for you. Aylesford Priory, October 7-9th, cost £205. Enquiries 
telephone Reception 01622 717272. 
  

Beginning Experience Weekend 
If you have suffered a divorce, separation or the death of your partner, a residen-
tial weekend to help you to heal will be held from 14th to 16th October 2022 at 
the Sion Community, Brentwood, Essex. If you would like more details, please 
ring Freda 01322-838415 or Maura 07795-498445 or 
email johnabrotherton@gmail.com.  

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 
I am about to order next year’s Gift Aid weekly envelopes. Increasing use of 
Standing Orders has led to a reduction in the use of these weekly envelopes; the 
Archdiocese is keen to reduce waste, and managed to save over £19,000 last 
year in this way.  For those no longer using the weekly envelopes, I will continue 
to order the set of “special collection” envelopes e.g. Christmas/Easter Offering, 
St George’s Cathedral, Priest Training Fund etc.  
Peter Sykes, Gift Aid Coordinator  canterburygac@rcaos.org.uk  

Please remember in your prayers Bernard Packer who died on 
24 August 2022 - may he rest in peace. 

Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies 
The CCRS is a knowledge-based, internationally recognised qualification that 
provides participants with an understanding of the teachings of the Catholic 
faith.  It enhances the understanding that education within the Church is a life-
long process which leads to greater intimacy with Jesus Christ.  It presents the 
basic foundational teachings of the Catholic Church in a manner that is captivat-
ing, inspiring, and applicable.  The CCRS is designed and intended to support 
the Archbishop’s vision of missionary parishes and schools by cultivating an 
evangelistic spirit.  Participants will be equipped to make an informed and practi-
cal contributions to their chosen field of ministry within the Church. Please visit 
aec.rcaos.org.uk/ccrs for further information.  Modules begin 13 September. 

Information meeting on the LEGION OF MARY this Sunday, 28th 
August at 1pm in the hall. 
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