
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

This past week we have heard the good news that the grain stockpiled in the ports in Ukraine, 
blocked by the Russians, will be released to those who are most in need. It was reported that an 
estimated 9.3 million people watched the semi final of the Woman's Football European Cup. The 
Commonwealth Games in Birmingham began on Friday and on the same day and, here in 
Canterbury, the 15th Lambeth Conference of the Anglican Communion formally opened. Positive 
events all. 
Yet for me I was most moved by Pope Francis visit to Canada. His purpose was to bring about 
healing and reconciliation. For more than a century, Canada’s residential schools attempted to 
assimilate indigenous communities to Canadian society, by forcibly removing children from their 
families and sending them to schools where they were often punished for speaking their native 
languages and many were abused. Many of those school were run by Catholic missionary orders. 
He came say sorry. 
During the Mass he celebrated on 28th July, at the National Shrine of Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré in 
Quebec, he spoke of the gospel of the disciples on the road to Emmaus. 
He reflected on the disappointment to the disciples after the crucifixion of Jesus. They, like many, 
had followed Jesus with enthusiasm and were scandalised by his death on the cross. This had 
caused them to turn around and go back to their former lives. Pope Francis said, “their cherished 
expectations had come to naught; the hopes they had put their trust in had been dashed, the 
dreams they dreamed had given way to disappointment and sorrow”. He continued, “ that 
experience also marks our own lives, and our spiritual journey, at those times when we are forced 
to recalibrate expectations and to cope with our failings and the ambiguities and confusions of life.” 
He went on to say, “it also is natural to feel crushed by our sins and by feelings of remorse.” 
"What happened? Why did it happen? How could it happen?" are all legitimate questions the Pope 
said and "they are the burning questions that this pilgrim church in Canada is asking with heartfelt 
sorrow on its difficult and demanding journey of healing and reconciliation" with the nation's First 
Nation, Inuit and Métis communities. 
The Pope reminded us that, in confronting the scandal of evil and the body of Christ wounded in 
the flesh of our Indigenous brothers and sisters, "we, too, have experienced deep dismay; we, too, 
feel the burden of failure. Like the disciples when they fled Jerusalem and headed to Emmaus. The 
temptation to flee is real and to stop thinking about the failure is real. But the Gospel teaches that it 
is in precisely such situations of disappointment and grief -- when we are appalled by the violence 
of evil and shame for our sins, when the living waters of our lives are dried up by sin and failure, 
when we are stripped of everything and seem to have nothing left -- that the Lord comes to meet 
us and walks at our side.”   
He encourages Canadian Catholics to recognise Jesus in the breaking of the bread as the 
disciples did in the Gospel story and allow him "to show us the way to healing and reconciliation." 
"In faith," he said, "let us break together the Eucharistic bread, so that around the table we can see 
ourselves once again as beloved children of the Father, called to be brothers and sisters all." 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Patrick 

Sellars, Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, 

Sandra Monger, Stuart Allen, Mary Jeffries, Gerry Cash, 

Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Vasiliy & Alevtina Rudenko, 

Germaine Reid, Hilary McKernan, Anthony Andrew, Sean 

Stringer and Heather Danderson 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Philomena Wickenden, Francis Mills, Shaena Metherell, 

Nora King, June Carver, Brian Barry, Terry Spratley, Olive 

Reardon, Mary Rear, Ron Godsall, Florence Perry, Robert 

Cookman, Brian Henley, Fr Anthony Hale CP, Joyce 

Harlow, Louis Dirckze, Fr Tony Logan, Fr Pat O’Leary, 

Sara Baxter, Jean Winning, Patricia Gray, Ingeborg Parry, 

Fr Frances Capener and Fr John Hartley 

 

There are no 1st anniversaries in August:  

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil): People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, 31st July: The 18th Sun in Ordinary Time (C)   
   Lk12:13-21 
8.00am: Jean and Ted Winning - RIP 
9.30am: Filipino Community and families 
11.am: Stuart Napier - RIP (Steve Weekly) 
6.00pm: Thanksgiving for Ultan (Lunny Family) 
 
Monday 1st August St Alphonsus Liguori Mt 14: 13-21 
7.30am: Kuria Jose - RIP (Jose Family) 
12 noon:  Joseph McKee - RIP (McKee Family) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 2nd Aug Feria Mt 14:22-36 
12 noon:  Charlotte - wellbeing (Sue Purbrick) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 3rd Aug  Feria Mt 15: 21-28 
7.30 am: For Fr Alfred’s intentions 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Sara Baxter - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday 4th Aug St John Vianney Mt 16:13-23 
7.30am: For all those in local hospices and hospitals 
12 noon: For Elizabeth’s daughter 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer and Pub 
 
Friday 5th Aug  The Dedication of the Basilica  
  of St Mary Major Mt 16: 24-28 
12 noon: Nuptial Mass: Patrycja Kaca & Gabriel Reyes Glavez 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Mihan Mohit - birthday (Priyanka) 
 
Saturday 6th Aug  The Transfiguration of the Lord 
   Lk 9: 28-36 
9.00am: Baptism Preparation Meeting 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon: Intentions of Robert Ashley-Thomas (Sean Clancy) 
  
6.00pm (Vigil): Mae Purser - RIP 
 
Sunday, 7th Aug: The 19th Sun in Ordinary Time (C)   
   Lk12:32-48 
8.00am: Dean - RIP (Roberta Johnson) 
9.30am: The Father of All Mankind - thanksgiving 
11.am: Lorraine Cox Connolly - RIP (Connolly Family) 
6.00pm: People of the Parish 
 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR AUGUST 2022 
for Small Businesses 

We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in the midst of  
economic and social crisis, may they find ways to continue operating, 

and serving their communities. .  

LIVESTREAMING IN CHURCH . We use livestreaming for all Masses.  If any 
services are to be recorded we will inform the parish of those specific services. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend, 30/31 Jul: No Second Collection 
Next weekend: 06/07 August: No Second Collection. 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting  will be on 
Saturday, 6 August  2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please 
fill in a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

On Saturday, 17 September at 7.00pm in the church 
hall  there will be an Auction of Promises and other 
items .   
Light snacks and nibbles will be provided. There will be lots 
of fun with varied and interesting lots and many one-off, not
-to-be missed opportunities.  The organisers are currently 

seeking promises from our parish community so if you can offer a service or an 
item for sale, they would be very interested to hear from you.  Contact so-
cialstthomasrc@gmail.com or the church office.   If possible can you pledge 
something? It could be a babysit; or an hour's gardening; or a cake; or a lift to the 
airport; or something sitting in your cupboard that you no longer need, home-
made chocolate cake, big bag of kindling fire wood or a jar of home-made chut-
ney?  It could be anything that you can do/have that others might like and it will 
be fun watching us all bid for the lots. 

MASS COLLECTIONS  During the two years of the Pandemic 
instead of passing the red bags round for the collection we have 
been using Red Buckets for your parish contribution and Blue 
Buckets for the retiring collection.  Thank you for your understand-
ing and continued generosity during this time. Many of you have 
moved over to Standing Orders through your bank and this has 
helped tremendously.  
From next Sunday we will be reinstating the Red bags which will 
be passed ground at the Offertory and then brought up to the 
Sanctuary. For the days there is a retiring collection there will be a 
willing volunteer with a blue bag at each exit.  
I am sorry the Contactless machine is still out of action, but it is 
being sorted out. 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCY  The Agency for Evangelisation and Catechesis is 
looking for a Departmental Administrator on a part-time, 1-year fixed-term 
(initially) contract. The successful candidate will support Some Definite Service, 
the diocesan approach for parish growth in evangelisation, catechesis, and for-
mation supported through local people, plans, and prayer. Closing date is 5 
August 2022. For more information, please visit: https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/latest/
job-vacancy 

CATCHING LIVES VOLUNTEER VACANCY  Our bookshop on 
Palace St in Canterbury (The 'wonky shop') is entirely run by vol-
unteers and raises much needed funds for our charity. eBay sales 
make up 25% of our bookshop’s annual income and is a vital as-
pect of the fundraising for Catching Lives. Our eBay account has a 
5-star rating and we are looking for someone who can give 4-5 
hours per week to carry on this vital work. If interested in the role 
please email jane.ireson28@gmail.com  

Grandparents - Passing on the Faith 
What practical steps can we take and what sort of conversations 
can we have which can help anchor our grandchildren’s faith? 
Four online sessions from Wednesday 3rd August, 7:30 to 9pm. 
Please contact Lisette at mflse@rcaos.org.uk 

NUPTIAL MASS:  Please note that the wedding of Patrycja and Gabriel will take 
place during 12 noon Mass on Friday, 5th August 2022. 

https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/latest/job-vacancy
https://aec.rcaos.org.uk/latest/job-vacancy
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