
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

When re-designing the sanctuary of my last parish, Our Lady Immaculate, Tolworth, we commissioned 
a sculptor, Theodore Gillett, to create the new Altar and the Ambo. The Ambo is the place from which 
the Word of God is proclaimed. Symbols of the four evangelists are often placed on modern Ambos. I 
asked Theodore to create an image taken from today's Gospel. He sculpted Jesus, sitting on the edge 
of a table, with Mary sitting at his feet listening intently. It is a wonderful image. When we hear the 
Word of God proclaimed at Mass we are like Mary, a listening disciple sitting at the feet of Jesus.  

Many feel great sympathy for Martha when hearing this story of Jesus' visit to the home of Lazarus. It 
is important to realise that Martha is fulfilling the necessary role of hospitality. This is the virtue of 
service.  Note that Luke describes Martha as being distracted with much serving. The Greek word used 
is perispao meaning “pulled away.” The work of hospitality was distracting her, pulling her away. Jesus, 
when replying to Martha's request to ask Mary to help her says, “You are anxious". The Greek word is 
merimnao meaning that there is a lot on her mind. What is happening is that Martha’s virtue of 
hospitality is leading her to be anxious and distracted. Jesus isn’t belittling Martha's important work of 
service but he does say that Mary has chosen the “good portion". 
  
I believe that Jesus is saying, no matter what we are doing, our overall concern needs to be keeping 
our attention on God. God is not one thing among many things. God is the one thing necessary. St 
Augustine says “love God and do whatever you want.” This does not mean “do what you like” but that 
when the love of God is the governing principle of our lives, then all that we think, say, and do will 
necessarily be yielded to that love.  If our love of God is real and profound, then obedience and 
faithfulness, right thinking and right actions will flow irresistibly from that love.  
 
Mother Teresa would always say that she and her sisters could only work among the poor and dying 
when they did their daily Holy Hour of prayers. She would say that it was her holy hour that fuelled her 
love for the poor. She couldn’t have done what she did without the grace of God.  
We are not all called to spend a full hour of prayer each day, but each of us is challenged to devote a 
dedicated period of time with God.   
 
This story also reminded me of the story of someone asking St. Francis de Sales how much one 
should pray. The Doctor of the Church replied that you should pray a half hour each day, unless you’re 
busy. If you’re busy, you should pray an hour.  The “busyness" of our lives can distract us and make us 
anxious about many things.  
 
Lord free me from all anxiety and give me the grace in my somewhat busy life to always choose the 
one thing necessary..  

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Patrick 

Sellars, Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, 

Sandra Monger, Philomena Brown, Stuart Allen, Mary 

Jeffries, Gerry Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Vasiliy & 

Alevtina Rudenko, Germaine Reid and Hilary McKernan 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Philomena Wickenden, Francis Mills, Shaena Metherell, 

Nora King, June Carver, Brian Barry, Terry Spratley, Olive 

Reardon, Mary Rear, Ron Godsall, Florence Perry, Robert 

Cookman, Brian Henley, Fr Anthony Hale CP, Joyce 

Harlow, Fr Denis Paul, Fr Gordan Thompson, Louis 

Dirckze, Fr Tony Logan, Fr Pat O’Leary, Sara Baxter, Jean 

Winning, Patricia Gray, Ingeborg Parry and Fr Frances 

Capener 

 

There are no 1st anniversaries in July and August:  

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil):Thanksgiving - long Marriage (Hilary McKernan) 
 
Sunday, 17th July 16th Sun in Ordinary Time (C) Lk10:38-42 
8.00am: Intentions of Mary Daly 
9.30am: Ian Alcorn - RIP (Annie and John Judge) 
11.am: Roy Williams - RIP (Williams Family) 
 During Mass: Baptism of Arthur Hillier  
12.15pm: Baptism of Nadia Nila Masomi  
6.00pm: People of the Parish 
 
Monday 18th July Feria Mt 12: 38-42 
Father John’ Howard’s 2nd anniversary of priestly ordination 
7.30am: Fr John’s intentions  
12 noon:  Welfare of Lois Proud (Sue Purbrick) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 19th July Feria Mt 12:46-50 
12 noon:  Kazimierz Krynicki RIP (Mrs Krynicki) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 20th July  St Apollinaris Mt 13: 1-9 
7.30 am: Intentions of Veronica Collins 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Alan and Veronica - 55th Wed. anniv. 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday 21st July St Lawrence of Brindisi Mt 13: 10-17 
7.30am: Francis Paterson - RIP (L Carvath) 
12 noon: Holy Souls 
12.30pm: Wedding of Snezana-Marija Truksane & Alexy Sharp 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer and Pub 

Friday 22nd July  St Mary Magdalene Jn 20: 1-2, 11-18 
12 noon: Annamma Joseph - RIP (Betsy Jose) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Intentions of Johanna Proud (Sue Purbrick) 
 
Saturday 23rd July St Bridget Jn 15: 1-8 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon: Francis Paterson - RIP (Yates) 
  
6.00pm (Vigil): Linda’s intentions (Betty and Rhys) 
 
Sunday, 24th July 17th Sun in Ordinary Time (C)  Lk11:1-3 
8.00am: People of the Parish 
9.30am: Teresa Farrell - RIP (Bridie, Pat and Family) 
11.am: Thanksgiving (Josie Carr) 
6.00pm: Gladys & Luis Eduardo Carbo-Wright - RIP (Gina) 
 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR JULY 2022 
 FOR THE ELDERLY 

We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and memory of a  
people; may their experience and wisdom help young people to look 

towards the future with hope and responsibility.  
LIVESTREAMING IN CHURCH . We use livestreaming for all Masses.  If any 
services are to be recorded we will inform the parish of those specific services. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend, 16/17 Jul: No second collection.  
Next weekend: 23/24 Jul: SVP. Please give generously as usual. 
SVP Canterbury donations go to local community needs. 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting  will be on 
Saturday, 6 August  2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   
Places are limited so please call the office to book.  Please 
fill in a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

International bring and share lunch This Sunday - 17th July 12-
2pm. Bring a dish and share with other parishioners. A family 
friendly event. All are welcome. No charge.   

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage. The Southwark Diocesan Pil-
grimage to Lourdes will take place between 19th and 26th August. 
We are sad that, like most Lourdes pilgrimages this year, we have 
not been able to include pilgrims who need medical support. At 
the same time, we are delighted to be returning to Lourdes after 
two years of absence. Details are available at www.tangney-
tours.com/pilgrimages/lourdes/catholic-association. Southwark 
contacts: Canon Ed Perera (edwardperera@rcaos.org.uk) and 
Bishop Paul Hendricks (paulhendricks@rcaos.org.uk). 

YOUR CHURCH SHOP NEEDS YOU ON A SUN-
DAY 
From September 2022 we will be saying thank you 
and goodbye to our current wonderful shop volun-
teers, James & Anand. We wish them well.  We 
need people to take over from them from 

10.00am to 12.30pm.  Being open on a Sunday morning is im-
portant for us both economically but perhaps, more so, pastorally 
for our own parish community and also for the any tourists, shop-
pers and pilgrims Sunday now brings. 
If you think you can help, please contact our Shop Manager Pat 
Moore via Linda in the Parish Office canterbury@rcaos.org.uk 

KEYS TO OUR KINGDOM  If any parishioner currently holds a 
key or keys to any of the parish facilities, please could they con-
tact Linda in the office as soon as possible.  We are establishing a 
key register and would like to include all key holders and their 
details on this.  Thank you 

Summertime 2022: 2nd – 5th August. For altar servers  aged 11 
– 17. The venue is the oratory school in Reading, and coach 
transport is available from two venues. Total Cost £199. Forms 
are available from email dartford@rcaos.org.uk. orthe website 
www.stanselmsdartford.wordpress.com. It is a brilliant few days of 
prayer and recreation. The Archbishop will be opening Summer-
time 2022 with Mass. For more details contact Fr. Stephen Boyle, 
chaplain to the Guild of St. Stephen: Tel: 01322 220075.  

The Universe Catholic Weekly is thrilled to announce that we 
have launched our new online newspaper with the full support of 
our first subscriber none other than His Eminence Cardinal Vin-
cent Nichols. Order your Digital 4 weeks FREE trial supply by 
calling Michelle on 0743 6617650 or 
email: michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk 

We warmly welcome Peter Roberts who was re-

ceived into full communion of the Catholic 

Church last Sunday at 11am Mass. 

CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBURY: Listening to the 
Spirit evenings will be on Sunday 17th July at 6pm at the New 
Life Hub in Roper Close.  

SVP says thank you! – June’s collection for the SVP raised 
£802.14. Thanks to your generosity, last month we were able to 
help 19 different families or individuals living in Canterbury. We 
gave out £670 in food vouchers and energy top ups. We bought 
one family a tumble dryer and funded essential carpeting for an-
other. Alongside our visits and material help we have provided a 
listening and supportive ear on the telephone for some of our ben-
eficiaries facing challenging circumstances. Our next collection is 
23rd/24th July 
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