
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

Some years again when reflecting the story of Zacchaeus, the tax collector, I imagined, in my prayer, 
that I was Zacchaeus in the tree and Jesus stood looking up at me and saying to me “I want to stay at 
your house”. My reply to him was “I have no home”. It is true that as a priest I have moved from 
presbytery to presbytery, from place to place. The last place I called home was when I lived with my 
Mum and Dad and brothers and sister in Clapham, before I went away to school. I was part of a family. 
I had a sense of belonging.  Many people in life move many times, because of their job or perhaps they 
have traveller blood in them and are always on the move. The first words of today’s gospel are ‘If 
anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him and 
make our home with him.” The loving Father, Jesus our brother and the Advocate, the Spirit desires to 
make their home with us. They wish to abide or live in us. Home is a relationship of love. Am I willing 
and ready to welcome God into my home, that is into my heart.? Am I prepared to allow God to live or 
abide in me? 
We are very familiar with the Holman Hunt’s painting “The Light of the World.” A copy can be seen in 
St. Paul’s Cathedral. It shows the figure of Jesus preparing to knock on an overgrown and long-
unopened door, illustrating Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear My 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will eat with him, and he with Me". The door in the 
painting has no handle, and can therefore be opened only from the inside. Jesus might be persistent in 
his knocking at the door of our heart but will come in when invited. We need to open the door. 
This coming Thursday we celebrate the feast of the Ascension and before he returned to the Father, 
Jesus promised that the disciples would receive the power of the Holy Spirit. The nine days between 
the Ascension and Pentecost is an ideal time to invite the Father, Son and Spirit into us so that they 
make a home in us.  
 
Each day I suggest that you could payer this prayer of St Augustine to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Breathe into me, Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. 
Move in me, Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. 
Attract my heart, Holy Spirit, that I may love only what is holy. 
Strengthen me, Holy Spirit, that I may defend all that is holy. 
Protect me, Holy Spirit, that I may be holy. 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 

Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 

Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 

Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 

Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Patricia Gray, 

Patrick Sellars, Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Tom 

Carr, Sandra Monger, Philomena Brown, Stuart Allen, Mary 

Jeffries, Gerry Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Vasiliy & 

Alevtina Rudenko and Germaine Reid 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Philomena Wickenden, Francis Mills, Shaena Metherell, 

Nora King, June Carver, Brian Barry, Terry Spratley, Olive 

Reardon, Mary Rear, Ron Godsall, Florence Perry, Robert 

Cookman, Brian Henley, Fr Anthony Hale CP, Joyce 

Harlow, Fr Denis Paul, Fr Gordan Thompson and Louis 

Dirkze 

 

There are no 1st anniversaries in May 

 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil): Thanksgiving for Jomon Abraham 
Sunday, 22nd May 6th SUNDAY of EASTER (C) Jn14:23-29 
8.00am: Robert Kohlhammer RIP (Maggie Smith) 
9.30am: Long-Castro Family Welfare 
11.00am: People of the Parish 
4.00pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00pm: Welfare of Nicola (Fr Anthony) 
 
Monday 23rd May  Feria Jn 15: 26 - 16: 4 
7.30am: Kripa Jomon - thanksgiving 
12 noon: Welfare of David and Michael (Angela Nichols) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 24th May  Feria Jn 16: 5-11 
12 noon: for all those writing examinations 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.00:        Alpha Online 
 
Wednesday 25th May  St Bede the Venerable  Jn 16: 12-15 
7.30 am: for Betty Scott on her birthday (Rhys & Linda) 
10.30am - 11.30am:  NO Reconciliation and Adoration today 
12 noon: THERE IS NO MIDDAY MASS TODAY 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.00pm:   RCIA 
 
Thursday 26th May  Ascension of the Lord Lk 14: 46-53 
Solemnity 
9.30am:   The Very Rev. Dr Robert Will - health and wellbeing  
12 noon: John Wilkins - RIP (Jo Wilkins) 
8.00pm: Bincy Jomon 
 
Friday 27th May  St Augustine of Canterbury Jn 10:1-9 
10.40: Funeral of Joyce Harlow at Barham Crematorium 
12 noon: Welfare of Richardo Romero 
7.30pm: NO EVENING MASS 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Saturday 28th May   Jn 16: 23-28 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12 noon: for successful recovery of Mgr John O’Toole  (Scotts) 
1.00pm: Wedding of Emma Bullivant and Alexander Gowing 
6.00pm (Vigil): Marco Righetti - RIP (Cherry Stone) 
 
Sunday, 29th May 7th SUNDAY of EASTER (C)   Jn17:20-26 
8.00am: Sean on the occasion of his birthday 
9.30am: Filipino Community and Families  
10h30 - 11h30:  Cake and Plant Sale in the Hall 
11.am: J Abraham & B Jomon -Thanksgiving: Wedding Anniversary 

6.00pm: People of the Parish 
 
The Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone 
who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession, was left 
unaided. Inspired by this confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother. 
To thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the 
Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. 
Amen. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY 2022 
For faith-filled young people 

We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest; may they 
see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, the courage 

that faith generates, and the dedication to service. 

DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE MARIAN FATHERS  The 12th 
National Divine Mercy Pilgrimage to Walsingham will take place 
on Saturday 4th JUNE 2022.  Details on poster in the Narthex. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS: 
This weekend, 22 May: SVP 
Next weekend, 29 May: World Communications Day: supporting 
the work of the Catholic Communications Network (CCN). 

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES:  Fr Anthony and a group from the 
parish are on pilgrimage to Lourdes from Friday, 27th May to Fri-
day 3rd June.  If you want any petition to be left at the grotto, 
please hand them in to the Presbytery by Thursday, 26th May. 

SOUTHWARK BRETHREN The charity of the Southwark Breth-
ren, started in 1921, focuses on helping priests who are sick or in 
need in the Dicoese of Southwark and Arundel and Brighton.     
We thank you for your continuous generosity in the past and ask 
for your help again this year as we focus on the high cost of Care 
costs, especially in the area of care at home or residential/nursing 
care.  Donation can be sent to Frederika Pizzoferro (Trustee) or Fr 
Paul Hough at 3 Birch Way, Warlingham, CR6 9DA or phone 
07939654522 for information. Please also see poster in Narthex. 

VOCATIONS:  Have you ever considered you may be called to the priesthood 
or the religious life? Southwark Vocations will be hosting a 60 minute webinar 
on Tuesday 24th May at 7pm entitled ‘Here I am, send me’ where different 
presenters will speak about discovering God’s plan for each one of us. Please 
join us by registering for the event in advance by following the link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84384912807?
pwd=UWJzSzVsY2VTaGI3c09Fa0tNbVVWZz09 

ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED:  Cawery Packiyanathar, a pa-
rishioner, is seeking accommodation for three months from 18 
June to 9 Sept when she will be admitted to university residence.  
If you can help, please contact her mother, Mrs Packiyanathar on 
07307280980 

Fix the Food System – CAFOD Summer Campaign 
Over 800 million people go hungry each day. Yet the world produces over 4 
billion tonnes of food and we only need 3.7 billion tonnes to feed everyone. From 
all this food produced, a third is wasted. St John Paul II called this ‘the paradox 
of abundance.’ Clearly the currently global food system is not working. But as 
Pope Francis said, "Each of us has a role to play in transforming food systems 
for the benefit of people and the planet." Let’s respond to his call! CAFOD’s new 
campaign is called Fix the Food System. See www.cafod.org.uk/food for more 
information, including an invitation for parish groups to learn about the impact of 
our food with our Fix the Food System: a 7-station journey resource. 

Thank you from CAFOD 
Thank you so much for your generosity this Lent Fast Day, and special thanks to 
those who took part in the Walk Against Hunger.  All your efforts really make a 
difference, and in fact, with your help, we were able to raise over £300,000 to 
help those struggling with hunger.  We also deeply appreciate your contribution 
to our Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal, and your continued support for the people 
affected by the war.  We’ve raised over £2.7 million for the Appeal so far.  You 
can read about how the funds are being used by Caritas and other CAFOD Part-
ners on our Ukraine news webpage.  Thank you again! 

Queens Jubilee 5th June,  our social committee are hoping to 
hold a small celebration and are in need of volunteers,  if you 
can spare an hour or two, please get in touch email; 
 socialstthomasrc@gmail.com  or 07805490217   

The Union of Catholic Mother's are holding a Cake and Plant 
sale on 29 May. Donation of plants and seeds welcome.  Funds 
raised will go towards Priest Training Fund and future projects. 

Rising household bills?  
Could you host our students this summer? 
£1000 per month, or £250 per week, tax free! 
Twin beds or single room for our short stay & long term students. 
Please contact Concorde International for further details, 
Email: homestay@concorde-int.com or 01227 451035; or call 
Lara 07946 473280 

Our Church Shop for your First Holy Communion Memories 

“When you hear ‘The body of Christ’, you reply ‘Amen.’ Be a member of Christ’s 
body, then, so that your “Amen” may ring true!”” (St Augustine) 

Baptism Preparation: To all parents wishing to have their 
children Baptised…our next preparation meeting  will be on 
Saturday, 2 July 2022 at 9.00 am in the Presbytery.   Plac-
es are limited so please call the office to book.  Please fill in 
a Registration Form in advance (from Office). 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84384912807?pwd=UWJzSzVsY2VTaGI3c09Fa0tNbVVWZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84384912807?pwd=UWJzSzVsY2VTaGI3c09Fa0tNbVVWZz09
http://www.cafod.org.uk/food
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcafod.org.uk%2fNews%2fEmergencies-news%2fUkraine-crisis&c=E,1,Boa4z20MsNwA7tNvSBuKgNd6unVSCb918vmzngVVruLJSVm64NRb7mBIqGjKda35roZBs558EQ5Yn1BDn0f6WLx7CiMGPCMNzOvJTPxYAw,,&typo=1
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