
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

In last Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus appears to the disciples in the locked room in Jerusalem. This Sunday, in the last 
chapter of St John, we have six of the disciples of Jesus joining Peter to fish all night on the Lake of Galilee. 
Their night’s fishing yielded nothing. It was only when they follow Jesus’ words and throw out their nets once 
again that their net is full of fish. In listening to Jesus they are successful. That grey morning has been 
transformed by the presence of the Risen Christ. The beloved disciple recognised Jesus and said. “It is the Lord.” 
It is the risen Lord that transformed their fishing. When we struggle in our daily life and feel that what we do may 
seem fruitless, it is the presence of the Risen Christ that will transform things for us. 
 
“Try to say to yourself today, in all that you do and in all that you encounter, 'It is the Lord”. When you go for a 
walk, say to yourself, “It is the Lord”. When you are at work and have a problem with your colleagues, hold these 
words before your eyes! And perhaps the desolate grey of your life will be transfigured and you will recognise 
the Lord standing on the shore of your life.” (Taste the Joy of Easter Anselm Grüm) 
 
That morning Jesus makes breakfast for his friends. Jesus then stepped forward, took the bread and gave it them, 
and did the same with the fish. At Mass Jesus invites us to eat with him. He is the living bread which he gives to 
us. The fish is an image of immortality. The early church saw the fish as a symbol of Christ. Jesus, each Sunday, 
invites us to Come and Eat. Jesus is the food that satisfies our deepest hunger. 
 
As the meal ends Jesus questions Peter three times. “Do you love me more than these others do?” Before the 
Passion Peter declared that he would stay with Jesus if all the others left him. Yet when it came to it he denied 
Jesus. Now that friendship with Christ was healed. “You know everything you know that I love you.” Perhaps 
Peter is saying: “you know my desire to love you above all things is sincere and true, but sometimes I am fearful 
and selfish. I can only love you with your grace.” Just as Jesus says to Peter “Follow me”, he sees our desire to 
love him with our whole being and calls us to follow him. 
 
Loving Lord, I desire to love you and to follow you. As you share yourself with me at this Sunday’s Eucharist be 
my strength and my food that I may love you always. 

NEWSLETTER 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 
University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette 
Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni 
Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, 
Audrey Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy 
Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara Markham, Patricia Gray, 
Patrick Sellars, Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Tom 
Carr, Sandra Monger, Philomena Brown, Stuart Allen, Mary 
Jeffries, Gerry Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, Vasiliy & 
Alevtina Rudenko and Germaine Reid 
 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Philomena Wickenden, Francis Mills, Shaena Metherell, 
Nora King, June Carver, Brian Barry, Terry Spratley, Olive 
Reardon, Mary Rear, Ron Godsall, Florence Perry, Tony 
Gibbins, Brian Henley and Robert Cookman   
 
There are no 1st Anniversaries for May. 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00pm (Vigil): Ruby Cookman RIP (Robert Cookman) 
 
Sunday, 1st May  3rd SUNDAY of EASTER Jn 21:1-19 
8.00am: Desley Emslie - Good Health (Tessa) 
9.30am: Terry Spratley - RIP (SVP) 
11.00am: Mary & Matthew Quested - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
12.15pm: Baptism of Isadora Violet Simpson 
6.00pm: People of the Parish 
 
Monday 2nd May St Athanasius Jn 6: 22-29 
May Day (public holiday) 
10.00am: Abraham Itiyavira - RIP (Annamma Abraham) 
 
Tuesday 3rd May  Sts Philip & James Jn 14: 6-14 
12 noon: Funeral Mass of Robert Cookman - RIP 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 4th May  The English Martyrs Mt 10: 7-22 
7.30 am: Intention of Shelagh Bradley (Miriam Mehlin) 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Michael McLeod - RIP (Grainne Evans) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Thursday 5th May  Feria Jn 6: 44-51 
7.30am:Mrs Margaret Ward - RIP (Mrs Strien) 
12 noon: Jane Potter - RIP (John & Annie Judge) 
2.00pm: Barham Crematorium Funeral of Mrs Florence Rhoda 
 Perry RIP 
 
Friday 6th May  St John Paine Jn 6: 52-59 
12 noon: Funeral Mass of Brian Henley RIP 
7.30pm: Fr John Boyle - Silver Jubilee of Ordination (Cherry) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Saturday 7th May  Feria Jn 6: 60-69 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
12.00 noon: Welfare of David & Michael (Angela Nichols) 
6.00pm (Vigil): Welfare of Mgr John O’Toole (Josie Carr) 
 
Sunday, 8th May 4th SUNDAY of EASTER (C) Jn10:27-30 
Second collection for the Priest Training Fund 
World Day of Prayer: Vocations to the Priesthood & Holy Life 
8.00am: People of the Parish 
9.30am: Welfare of Germaine Reid (K.Parkin) 
11.00am: Alfi & Lucy McKay - RIP (Jim McKay & Family) 
12.15pm: Baptism of Ryan Jaen Rasmusseu 
6.00pm: Josephine Morgan RIP (Clare Smith) 
 
 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY 2022 
For faith-filled young people 

We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest; may they 
see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, the cour-

age that faith generates, and the dedication to service. 

Second Collections 
30 Apr/01 May is for our SVP 
8th May: Priest Training Fund 

Exploring the World of Early Polyphony 
Workshop to be held May 6th-8th 2022 at the Shrine of St Augustine , 
Ramsgate. See posters in Narthex for further details. 

The Funeral of Tony Gibbins, a long time parishioner of this 
parish, will be held at Margate crematorium on Wednesday 4th May 
at 1pm. Condolence to his wife Betty. Rest in Peace. 

Do we have any volunteers who could offer a little time to: 
i review & embroider altar cloths as needed to refresh  
i Clean brass ware used in the church 
i Iron church vestments 
i Polish the wood on the sanctuary 
i Clean sacristy & vestry 
As much or as little time you can offer would be very welcome 
Please contact our Head Sacristan Pat Moore on                               
patmoore509@gmail.com. Thank you Priest Training Fund 

The priesthood has always been essential to the life of the 
Church, from the time of Jesus until today. Good Shepherd 
Sunday is the day we pray for vocations, for our priests, 
and take up the Priest Training Fund second collection.  
This fund pays for the formation of men to become priests 
in our Archdiocese. After their ordination, our priests dedi-
cate their lives to serving Christ and His people in our par-
ishes, hospitals, schools, chaplaincies , prisons and in ser-
vice to the needy. 
 
We are blessed to have 6 men in formation to the Priest-
hood for our Archdiocese. However it costs £30,000 a year 
to sponsor each seminarian. They study for 6 years before 
being ordained a Catholic priest. We therefore rely on your 
generous support and prayers. Please support our priests 

May Rosary Rota 
If you are able to lead the praying of the Rosary at 11.30am, be-
fore the 12 noon Mass, from Monday to Friday during the month of 
May please sign up in the Narthex or email the Parish Office. 
Thank you.   

MASS for NEW CATHOLICS 
[NEOPHYTES’ MASS] 

All those received into the Church at Easter 2022, 2021 and 
2020 are very warmly invited to this special Mass, celebrat-

ed by Archbishop John Wilson at St George’s Cathedral:  
Saturday, 21 May 2022 at 12:30pm 

 
This event is especially important as it enables all those 

who have received the Sacraments of Initiation to gather 
again, but this time for Mass, to receive Our Lord in the 

Most Holy Eucharist together. 

ALPHA ONLINE COURSE 
Started Tuesday 26th April 2022 for 11 weeks. Every Tuesday even-
ing from 7pm - 8.15pm. For more information on the course and how 
to register please see: stthomasofcanterbury.com/alpha-course/.  A 
stimulating introduction into the Christian faith. 

Fr Freddy: We will let you have a final figure soon  
Donations have continued including the figure of £209.76 from the 
Social Committee’s Easter Celebrations. Thank you all very much. 

Doctor or Nurse Needed! HCPT Pilgrimage Trust Group 587 
Needs a nurse or doctor or both to join us 27th May - 3 June 2022 in 
Hosanna House, Lourdes. Interested? Please contact Annie Judge 
(01227 700553) or Fr Anthony or email the Parish Office. 

Mary’s Meals 
Pray for the children we feed in this special month. Since our hum-
ble beginnings, Mary’s Meals, named after Mary the Mother of 
Jesus, has been built on a foundation of prayer and the many little 
acts of love from those who support us. Through the month of May 
we invite individuals, churches and faith groups to pray with us, 
that our work continues to flourish and grow, and that more chil-
dren throughout the world will see their lives transformed by re-
ceiving a daily meal in a place of education. While we recognise the 
important place of prayer in our work. Thank you for your prayers. 

ST AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO Doctor of the Church 
His influence, thinking and many writings cannot be underestimated 
in how our Catholic faith has evolved and developed to this day. 
Our Church Book Shop has several examples of his work. You are 
invited to come and see what treasures Augustine may hold for you. 
“To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek him the 
greatest adventure; to find him, the greatest human achievement.”  

Would you welcome USA visitors into your home this summer? 
Sam & JoAnn from Chicago are visiting Canterbury in either July or August and are 
looking for hosts for a couple of nights. Contact the Office if you are interested. 
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