
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

 
When I was young and at the junior seminary, I spent one summer with my Aunt and Uncle. One day 
I overheard a conversation they were having about me with a neighbour. They were telling them that 
I wanted to be a priest. “He is young. He will get over it”, they assured them. I never did get over it. 
What you want to do when you are fourteen might be very different from what you eventually do in 
life. I felt that this is what God wanted of me. In my year before ordination I was helping as a deacon 
in a small London parish with a very kindly priest who was very earnest but could be difficult when 
dealing with parishioners. I spent much of my time doing house to house visiting and some people 
shared with me how critical they were of his ways.  In my formation it had not crossed my mind that, 
as a priest, you could be serving people who will disagree with you and perhaps be unhappy with you 
as a priest. I came to understand that God was not asking me to be priest because I was especially 
clever or gifted. Sharing in the priesthood of Christ through ordination was the way He was asking me 
to follow him. And my ordination was just the start of the race I am still running to capture the prize 
that is Christ and the Kingdom. 
 
This came to me as I read the second reading for this Sunday from the letter of St. Paul to the people 
of Philippi. “I believe that nothing can happen that will outweigh the supreme advantage of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord.” For me and for every baptised person our life consists in assimilating the life 
of Christ into our life, to conform our life to His and thus to embrace the cross. St Paul is saying that 
perfection comes through faith in Christ.  I ask myself today; am I able to say ‘All I want is to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection”? I am asking for the grace to be able to know what my 
priorities are. This is true of each one of us. We need to make choices in the way we live. We need to 
decide what is most important in our life. 
 
St Paul is encouraging us to forget the past and look to what lays before us. Thousands of years 
before the prophet Isaiah, as in our first reading, says, “No need to recall the past, no need to think 
about what was done before. See, I am doing a new deed, even now it comes to light; can you not 
see it? 
 
If I am not careful I can go over and over the mistakes and bad choices I have made. I hopefully have 
learnt from these bad choices and I have asked forgiveness of those I have hurt but like St. Paul I am 
racing forward. In these next two weeks this will mean walking with Jesus His way of suffering so that 
we can share in His resurrection. 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes, 

Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary 

Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth 

Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross, 

Jennifer Lang, Barbara Markham, Patricia Gray, Patrick Sellars, 

Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, Sandra Monger, 

Philomena Brown, Stuart Allen, Mary Jeffries, Gerry Cash, Noreen 

Egan, Josie Price, Vasiliy & Alevtina Rudenko and Germaine Reid 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Apollonia Citro, Bianca Wood, Deideri Maria (Vedova Roffinella), 

Angelina Glynn, Graham Wheater, Baby Francis Anthony 

Delaney, John Farrell, Fr Chris O’Brien, Tracy Samuels, 

Josephine Howard, Canon Richard Hearn, Edward Asplin,  Fr 

Robert Ellis, Lis Rowe, Marie Sheridan, Joan Coleman, Jason 

Hoford, Michael Wise, Robert O’Shay, Ruth Herbst, Philomena 

Wickenden, Francis Mills, Shaena Metherell, Nora King, June 

Carver, C. Brian Barry, Terry Spratley, Olive Reardon and Mary 

Rear 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in April:  

Dean Brazier and Philip Connolly 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

600 pm (Vigil):  People of the Parish 
Sunday, 3rd Apr: 5th Sunday of Lent (C)  Jn 8:1-11 
8.00am: Special intentions (A Newton) 
9.30am: Long-Castro Family - welfare 
11.00am:  Colin Stone on his birthday 
12.15pm: Baptism of Gabriella Igiebor 
4.00 pm: Stations of the Cross 
6.00 pm:  Maureen & Syd Pepper - RIP (Denise Pepper) 
 3rd Scrutiny Jn 11:1-45  
 
Monday 4th Apr:  Feria Jn 8: 12-20 
7.30am: Stanley Metcalfe - RIP (Patricia Metcalfe) 
12 noon: Requiem Mass for the late Nora King 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
6.00pm: PPC Meeting 
 
Tuesday 5th Apr:  Feria Jn 8: 21-30 
7.30am: Ernest Punnett - RIP (Alison & Therese) 
12 noon: NO MIDDAY MASS TODAY 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 6th Apr: Feria Jn 8: 31-42 
7.30 am: Luisa Piccarreta, Serv. of God - RIP 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Nora King - RIP (Old UCM Group) 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.00pm: RCIA 
7.00pm: Finance Committee Meeting 
 
Thursday 7th Apr:  Feria Jn 8: 51-59 
7.30am: Susan Byers - RIP (Eileen Vermeulen) 
12 noon: Requiem Mass of Charles Brian Barry 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church 
 
Friday 8th Apr:  Feria Jn 10: 31-42 
12 noon: Nick & Sue Todd - welfare (Jenny Todd) 
 After Mass, Adoration until 1.30pm 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Germaine Reid - welfare (K Parkin) 
 
Saturday 9th Apr:  Feria    Jn 11: 45-56 
09h00 - 10h00:  First Holy Communion Session 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Thanksgiving for the release of  
 Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe (Daphne Miles) 
2.00pm Holy Week Choir Practice in the Hall 
6.00 pm (Vigil):  Patricia Dillon - recovery (Una Harris) 
 
Sunday, 10 Apr: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord   
  Lk 22: 14-23: 56 
8.00am: People of the Parish 
9.30am: Bishop Charles Henderson - RIP 
11.00am:  Steven Yeow - RIP (Ignacio Family) 
4.00 pm: Stations of the Cross 
6.00 pm: Tali Glazov - welfare (James Pullicino) 

COLLECTIONS:  Our retiring collections: 
This weekend: 2/3 April: No second collection 
Next weekend: 9/10 April: No second collection 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL 2022 
 

For health care workers 
We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and the elderly, especially in 
the poorest countries; may they be adequately supported by governments and 

local communities. 

DEVINE MERCY SUNDAY AND PILGRIMAGE 
The Divine Mercy Apostolate of Marian Fathers is organising a 
Divine Mercy Pilgrimage to Aylesford in preparation for the Feast 
of Divine Mercy on Saturday 23 April 2022:  10:30 am - 4:30pm 
  
Divine Mercy Sunday with Marian Fathers 
1 Courtfield Gardens, London W13 0EY 
Sunday, 24  April 2022 
Programme: 
2:00 pm  Enthronement And Holy Mass 
3:00 pm  Hour of Mercy, Benediction with Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
4:00 pm  Veneration of the Image of Merciful Jesus  
     and the Relic of St. Faustina, Procession 
 
More information:  Divine Mercy Apostolate, Marian Fathers 
1 Courtfield Gardens, London W13 0EY, T: 020 8998 0925 ; 
email: Info@divinemercy.org.uk or 
www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk; 
Reg. Charity No:  1075608 

The Universe Catholic Weekly is thrilled to announce that we 
have launched our new online newspaper with the full support of 
our first subscriber none other than His Eminence Cardinal Vin-
cent Nichols.  Order your Digital 4 weeks FREE trial supply by 
calling Michelle on 0743 661 7650 or email: 
michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES  These are available for collection on the 
tables in the Saints Chapel.  Please collect yours.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Linda in the office. 

Funeral Mass of Nora King is on Monday, 4th April at 12 noon 
 
Funeral Mass of Charles Brian Barry is on Thursday, 7th April at 
12 noon 
 
Funeral Mass of Olive Reardon is on Tuesday, 12th April at 
12 noon 
 
Funeral Mass of Terry Spratley is on Wednesday, 13th April at  
12 noon 

NEWS FROM CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN CANTERBUR: 
Good Friday Walk of Witness and Service, Friday 15th April 
10:45am Tea/coffee and hot cross buns at The Salvation Army, 
Whitehorse Lane, just off the High Street 
11:20am Walk of Witness leaves the Salvation Army 
11:30am 30-minute service in the Long Market  
 
Praying for Ukraine, Friends Meeting House garden every 
Friday 7-7:30pm 
For more information, telephone the Meeting House warden on 
01227 7645612 or email : canterburyclerk@kentquakers.org.uk  
 
Job opportunity with City Impact 
Part time administrator - see Job advert in the Narthex. 

Easter Music 
Rehearsals in the hall on  
Saturday 9th April 2-4pm and  
Wednesday 13th April 7-9pm.  
For more information email Liz, (rikhscanterbury@aol.com).  

Connecting Canterbury   
David Hartwell shares the following update:   
There has been a huge increase in people and families in fuel 
poverty, and Connecting Canterbury continues to try and help 
people by the payment of small, discreet, emergency grants at our 
Thursday hub at Lily's Cafe, Canterbury Baptist Church, and on 
Friday mornings at All Saint's Church. In 8 weeks we helped 97 
people paying nearly £1900, compared to a total of 190 small 
grants for the whole of 2021. If you can help us continue our vital 
work please have a word with me.  Also, having secured support 
from The Canterbury Christian Council and external trusts, we 
have appointed Tim Cook as our new part time Network Coordina-
tor. Tim is a member of Canterbury Baptist Church, and will be 
asked to develop our work ecumenically, and our links to other 
agencies and charities etc. Contact David at: 
dc.hartwell@btinternet.com  

PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
Will be held on Monday, 11th April at 7.30pm. 
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