
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

 
In the opening words of Mass today, the priest says,“Today, we gather together to herald, with the 
whole church, the beginning of the celebration of the Lord’s Paschal Mystery”. What is the Lord’s 
Paschal mystery? It is his passion, death, resurrection and glorification. This is the central act of our 
faith. It is through the death and resurrection of Jesus that the world is made whole and we are saved. 
We have an opportunity this Holy Week to reflect on the events of the last days of Jesus on earth and 
walk with Jesus on the road he trod and come to understand more deeply what this could mean for us. 
The word Passion is used in this context to describe “to suffer”. In Pope Benedict’s letter; “God is love”, 
he describes the passion of Christ in the context of passionate love for his people. His passionate love 
is summed up not as a love of focusing on feelings and desires but a love that can be summed up by 
the great word “agape”. The writer Edward Sri describes agape love as “outward looking, seeking what 
is best for the other person and even willing to suffer and sacrifice for that person’s good”. This is how 
God loves you and me. We had separated ourselves from God’s overwhelming love. Our sin meant 
that we turned away from God but the passionate love God has for us meant that He did everything to 
seek us out. God became one of us, suffered and died for us for that we are again united with him. 
“God’s passionate love for his people …is so great that it turns God against Himself, His love against 
His justice..so great is God’s love for man that by becoming man He follows him even into death , and 
so reconciles justice and love”. (Pope Benedict XVI: God is Love 10). God is so passionate about each 
one of us. 
 
Let us take time this week to listen to the Passion read on Sunday (St Luke) and Friday (St John) as 
they are proclaimed and we could also re-read them prayerfully ourselves this week. We could 
meditate on the Stations of the Cross, at home or in the Church. 
 
“Come kneel before the Lord: 
He shed for us his blood; 
He died the victim of pure love 
To make us one with God. 
(Edward Caswall) 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes, 

Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary 

Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth 

Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Sr Anne Bross, Barbara 

Markham, Patricia Gray, Patrick Sellars, Sr Margaret McGrath, 

Angela Nichols, Tom Carr, Sandra Monger, Philomena Brown, 

Stuart Allen, Mary Jeffries, Gerry Cash, Noreen Egan, Josie Price, 

Vasiliy & Alevtina Rudenko and Germaine Reid 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Philomena Wickenden, Francis Mills, Shaena Metherell, Nora 

King, June Carver, C. Brian Barry, Terry Spratley, Olive Reardon 

and Mary Rear 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in April:  

Dean Brazier and Philip Connolly 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 

6.00 pm (Vigil): Patricia Dillon - Recovery (Una Harris) 
Sunday, 10th April Palm Sunday (C)  Lk 22:14-23:56 
8.00am: People of the Paris 
9.30am: Bishop Charles Henderson - RIP 
11.00am:  Steven Yeow - RIP (Ignacio Family) 
4.00 pm: Stations of the Cross 
6.00 pm:  Tali Glazov- Welfare (James Pullicino) 
 
Monday 11th April   Feria Jn 12: 1-11 
7.30am: Tony Hickey - Birthday (Ruth) 
12 noon: Mary Jennings - RIP (Garside & Limb family) 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Parish Reconciliation Service 
 
Tuesday 12th April  Feria Jn 13:21-33,36-38 
7:30am:  Maggie Haws RIP (Pinder) 
12 noon: Requiem Mass of Olive Reardon 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 13th April  Feria Mt 26:14-25 
7.30 am: John Surdeven - RIP (Mrs Riley) 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Requiem Mass of Terry Spratley 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7:00pm: Easter Music Choir Practice (Church)  
 
Thursday 14th April  HOLY THURSDAY Jn 13:1-15 
10am Altar Servers Practice 
8.00pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Watching till Midnight. Night Prayer 11:45pm 
 
Friday 15th April  GOOD FRIDAY 
9.00am Morning Prayer 
11am: Children’s Stations of the Cross Jn 18: 1-19, 42 
3.00pm: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
8.00pm: Stations of the Cross and Veneration of the Cross 
 
Saturday 16th April  HOLY SATURDAY 
9am Morning Prayer 
10:30am-11:30am Reconciliation 
8.00 pm:  Easter Vigil        David Heap - RIP (Christine Heap) 
Blessing of Fire, Exultet, Readings, Baptisms and Receptions 
First Mass of Easter  
 
Sunday, 17th April  EASTER SUNDAY  
  Jn 20:11-18 or Lk 24:1-12 
8.00am: People of the Parish 
9.30am: Long-Castreo Family Welfare 
11.00am: Victoria Fetherston-Dilke (birthday) (Cherry) 
12.15 pm: Rosa Trini Barton Carabajal 
6.00 pm: His Holiness Benedict XVI - Birthday (Cherry) 

EASTER OFFERINGS are all personal to our Parish Priests. 
Thank you. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL 2022 
For health care workers 

We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and the elderly, especially in 
the poorest countries; may they be adequately supported by governments and local 

communities. 

The Presbytery Boiler broke a few weeks ago so the priests 
have had a chilly time lately. The replacement boiler and all the 
works that go with it (25 radiators over 4 floors in a rambling old 
building with no existing flue was never going t9o be inexpensive) 
will be put in next week. The cost will be c£15,000 (including VAT) 
for all the work that is necessary. All fundraising ideas welcome! 

EASTER SATURDAY FOOD BLESSING  The Polish Community 
welcome all to their Easter Food blessing to be held in the Parish 
Hall at 11.30am Good Friday Walk of Witness and Service, Friday 15th April 

10:45am Tea/coffee and hot cross buns at The Salvation Army, White-
horse Lane, just off the High Street 
11:20am Walk of Witness leaves the Salvation Army 
11:30am 30-minute service in the Long Market  

Easter Music 
Rehearsals in the hall on  Wednesday 13th April 7-9pm.  
For more information email Liz, (rikhscanterbury@aol.com).  

Fr Freddie and Sudan 
 A couple of years ago we as a parish supported the work 
of Fr Freddy, a Franciscan, working in  large parish in Juba, 
South Sudan (his parish is comprised of 140,000 displaced 
persons).  
He had left the mission ,to visit his family in Italy, in the 
charge of two Franciscan friars from Vietnam, and he was 
pleased to find that this time all was well, a rare occurrence. 
However, within 24h the roof fell in on their mission hut, a 
lorry destroyed the fencing forming their parish boundary, 
and one of the friars, a priest, gave notice that he would be 
leaving, as life in the mission is too difficult for him. So Fr 
Freddy is faced with major expenses which the mission is 
unable to meet, and with an extremely heavy workload, as 
he is the only one who can take funerals - of which there 
are many - and celebrate Mass. The remaining friar is very 
hard-working, but needless to say, there are many things 
he is unable to undertake.  
Fr Freddy says that his people are suffering severe hard-
ship, including starvation. With a group of volunteers, he 
goes out on Saturday afternoons to help the street children, 
but as they have so little themselves, the material assis-
tance they can offer is minimal.  
The Maundy Thursday Collection at Mass will be for his work 
and so will any money we raise on  the Easter Sunday Celebration 
 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES  These are available for collection on the 
tables in the Saints Chapel.  Please collect yours.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Linda in the office. 

HOLY WEEK READINGS 
Fr Adrian Graffy, parish priest, Scripture scholar, and mem-
ber of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, has prepared 
commentaries on all the readings in the Liturgy of the Word 
at Mass throughout Lent, from Ash Wednesday to Good 
Friday. The full text of the biblical readings and commen-
tary are accessible from the home page 
of www.whatgoodnews.org 

Poverty Challenge: See, Judge, Act . 
Following the pandemic, many  households now face new 
hardships as prices rise. Caritas Social Action Network 
(CSAN), the Catholic agency addressing poverty and injus-
tice in England and Wales, has releasec a free new booklet 
to increase awareness of catholic Scoial Teaching on pov-
erty, and to inform local responses. Please take a moment 
to read and encourage groups and individuals to engage 
with it. Download from www.csan.org.uk 

Retirement of Mgr John O’Toole, Episcopal Vicar for Kent 
Message from Archbishop John Wilson: “It is with great sadness 
that I have to inform you that Mgr Canon John O’Toole, the Epis-
copal Vicar for Kent, will be retiring at Easter owing to ill-health.  
During his two years as Episcopal Vicar he has enjoyed working 
with and through the Kent Deans in a joint ministry of service to 
the clergy, people and parishes in Kent.  We are very grateful to 
him for all he has done and assure him of our prayers and best 
wishes for his health and for his well-deserved retirement” 
 
It has been a delight and a blessing that Mgr John has been living 
with us for these two years. We will miss his wisdom, humour and 
all the times he was able to celebrate Mass here in our parish  
when he was not travelling around Kent.  I have found him a great 
support and encouragement.  Fr Anthony 

PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
Will be held on Monday, 11th April at 7.30pm. 

EASTER CELEBRATION 
 17th April from 10:30 to12:30 in the church hall including activi-
ties for the children.  All are welcome.  

mailto:rikhscanterbury@aol.com
http://www.whatgoodnews.org/
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