
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

There is a small stained glass window within the Church of the Good Shepherd, New Addington, created by a Buckfast 
Abbey monk, Dom Charles Norris. It depicts the image that is presented to us in today’s psalm, Psalm 1. 

“Happy the man who has placed his trust in the Lord. 

He is like a tree that is planted 

beside the flowing waters, 

that yields its fruit in due season 

and whose leaves shall never fade; 

and all that he does shall prosper.” 

He employed a technique known as dalles-de-verre in which ‘tiles’ of coloured glass are chipped into shape and laid, 
mosaic-fashion, in a matrix of resin. 

As I sat in the presidential chair during Mass I was able to gaze on it while listening to the readings at Mass. The tree 
planted near running water reminded me of the only way to live my life fruitfully is to have deep roots that receive 
nourishment from the living water which is the Holy Spirit given to all of us. 

In our life we can either trust in our own position, what others think of us, our status, our wealth, what we own or acquire 
in order to experience happiness or we listen to the way of Jesus. He shows us an alternative way of happiness. Yet this 
way will lead to a clash of values that will lead us to suffer for our commitment of bringing about God’s kingdom. What 
Jesus is presenting to us is a radical choice that will put us at odds with the society in which we live. 

The extraordinary thing about the way of Christ is that is will lead to happiness but it will be by means of the Cross. We 
choose this way every time we come together to celebrate Mass and unite ourselves with the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. As the poor, the hungry, the sorrowing, the despised and the excluded, we embrace this way of happiness. We do 
this because we trust in the Lord. We are like a tree that is planted beside flowing water. 

O God, who alone can satisfy our deepest hungers, protect us from the lure of wealth and power; move our hearts to 
seek first your kingdom, that ours may be the security and joy of those who place their trust in you. 

NEWSLETTER 

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes, 

Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary 

Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth 

Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross, 

Jennifer Lang, Barbara Markham, Patricia Gray , Patrick Sellars, 

Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Tom Carr,  Sandra 

Monger, Philomena Brown, Rhona Rollings, Stuart Allen, Shaena 

Metherill, Mary Jeffries, Gerry Cash, Vasily Rudenko, Noreen 

Egan and Josie Price 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Apollonia Citro, Bianca Wood, Deideri Maria (Vedova Roffinella), 

Angelina Glynn, Graham Wheater, Baby Francis Anthony 

Delaney, John Farrell, Fr Chris O’Brien, Tracy Samuels, 

Josephine Howard, Canon Richard Hearn, Edward Asplin,  Fr 

Robert Ellis, Lis Rowe, Marie Sheridan, Joan Coleman, Jason 

Hoford, Michael Wise, Robert O’Shay, Ruth Herbst and 

Philomena Wickenden 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in February:  

Patricia Gill 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 
6.00 pm (Vigil):  Henok - welfare (Claudine Nutley) 
 
Sunday, 13th Feb: 6th Sun Ordinary Time (C) Lk 6:17,20-26 
RACIAL JUSTICE DAY (2nd collection for Racial Justice) 
8.00am: People of the Parish 
9.30am: Philomena Wickenden - RIP (Dory Ignacio) 
11.00am: Patricia & Eamonn Scully - welfare (Josie Carr) 
6.00 pm: Joan Fitzpatrick - welfare 
 
Monday 14th Feb:  Sts Cyril & Methodius Lk 10: 1-9 
7.30am: Lilford Family’s intentions 
12 noon: David John Ribbans - RIP (Rizalina Ribbans) 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 15th Feb:  Feria Mk 8: 14-21 
12 noon: Lee Jordan - RIP (Jordan Family) 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Wednesday 16th Feb: Feria Mk 8: 22-26 
7.30am: Margaret Charlton - welfare 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Boleslawa Gocek - RIP (Marta Gocek) 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30 pm: RCIA  
 
Thursday 17th Feb:  Feria Mk 8: 27-33 
7.30am: NO MORNING MASS TODAY 
12 noon: Mr and Mrs Matthew - RIP (Tisha Joy) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church 

Friday 18th Feb: Feria Mk 8: 34- Mk 9:1 
12 noon: Christine Metcalfe - good recovery (Pat Metcalfe) 
 After Mass, Adoration until 1.30pm 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Gerard Charlton - welfare 
  
Saturday 19th Feb:  Feria  Mk 9: 2-13 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Mary-Ellen Hubbard - welfare 
1.00pm: Wedding Ceremony of Catherine and Kieran 
 
6.00 pm (Vigil):  Peter Salvatori - RIP (Pauline Ryan) 
 
Sunday, 20th Feb: 7th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk 6:27-38 
8.00am: W J Dabrowski - RIP 
9.30am: Noutaha’s Family - thanksgiving 
11.00am: People of the Parish 
6.00 pm: Philomena Wickenden - RIP 

COLLECTIONS:  Our retiring collections: 
This weekend: 12/13 Feb: For Racial Justice - this collection is 
taken to support the work of the Catholic Church to promote racial 
justice in our schools, parishes and in wider society. 
Next weekend: 19/20 Feb: St Vincent De Paul (SVP) 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY 2022 
For religious sisters and consecrated women 

We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women; thanking them for their 
mission and their courage; may they continue to find new responses to the 

 challenges of our times. 

CTC NEWS (See posters in Narthex for details of all events) 
Annual Commemoration of the Anniversary of the Death of Lady 
Loretta de Braose, Anchoress at St Stephen's 1221-1266  
This year we will be celebrating the life and death of Lady Loretta 
de Braose near the anniversary of her death with a talk by Dr Cate 
Gunn on the Ancrene Wisse, a guide to the anchorite life written 
during the period of Loretta’s enclosure, and other written works 
relating to anchorites. The talk with questions and discussion will 
be followed by midday prayers led by the Canterbury Gregorian 
Society.  This will take place at St Stephen’s Canterbury, Satur-
day 5th March 2022 at 11.00am - all are welcome, subject to the 
Covid guidance then in place. It will also be live streamed: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2ovexj4Hdo 

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES  27th May -3rd June with HCPT 
Group 587 to Hosanna House.  Comprehensive provision and 
insurance cover for covid cancellation, isolation and repatriation if 
necessary. Find out more from Fr Anthony or Annie Judge on 
email anniejudge@hotmail.com or 07866515797 

LIVESTREAMING IN CHURCH . We use livestreaming for all Masses.  If any 
services are to be recorded we will inform the parish of those specific services. 

Union of Catholic Mother's are holding their monthly meeting on 
Sunday 13th February after the 9:30am Mass in the church hall . 
All are welcome to join us.   

The funeral Mass for the late Philomena Wickenden will take 
place here, in St Thomas’ church, on Wednesday, 23 February 
2022 at 12 noon. 

Fully escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland, for the feast of 
St. Patrick.  14th March 2022.  £699.00 pp sharing - includes flight 
with 10kg hand luggage, all transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House 
Hotel with full board.  All entertainment and excursions included.  
Lunches on days out.  Wheelchair accessible rooms.  Single room 
supl. £100. Contact Patricia: 01268 762 278 / 07740 175557 or 
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.  Knock Pilgrimages is a 
member of the Travel Trust Association and is fully protected by 
ATOL T7613. 

The church Social committee are holding a Cakes of the world 
celebration on 27 of February from 10h30 to 12h30.  
Parishioners are invited to bake a cake and cele-
brate the rich and wonderful diversity of our parish.  
Cakes can be donated on the day.  

SYNOD 2023 
An update on our parish preparations for the Synod in 2023: 

 Sophia and John-Paul (our parish synod delegates) sent off 
the Parish Consultation Summary document to the diocese. 
This was very similar to the one circulated at Mass and dis-
cussed, and the final version is available on the parish website 
at stthomasofcanterbury.com/ (or paper copies are available 
on request from Linda in the office). 

 The parish delegates will attend a diocese meeting on 
Wednesday 16/2/22.  

 To mark the end of the 'listening phase', to feedback from the 
diocese meeting, and to talk about what we do next as a parish 
regarding the Synod, you are invited to a meeting with the 
parish synod delegates after the 9.30 Mass on Sunday 
20/2/22 in the hall from 10.30 to 11.30. 

 The online form for your thoughts and questions about the 
Synod will remain available 
at forms.office.com/r/u9mPFmUxiQ (or use the 
QR code with your smartphone camera). 

 For more information about the Synod and/
or to contact the diocese directly please go 
to www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/get-involved/synod/. 

The Church Social committee are holding a gift amnesty 
 appeal for donations of any unwanted Christmas gift, this will 
be  used to help raise funds  for the church at future events . Items 
donated can left in the labelled box in the All Saints Chapel from 
the 30th of January. Please see our poster for more details.  

Fairtrade Sale: at St Peter’s Methodist Church on Sunday, 19th 
February 2022 from 10am to 2pm 

Clergy Support Fund Second Collection 
The Clergy Support Fund of the Archdiocese of Southwark pro-
vides care for priests in their old age and retirement, and in their 
time of ill health. A gift to this worthy fund will ensure a dignified 
retirement for our priests, after they have dedicated a lifetime of 
service to Christ, His Church and His People.  
In 2021, the Clergy Support Fund provided care to 71 retired 
priests, at a cost of £1.25 million. With the number of priests over 
the age of 65 steadily increasing, so too will the financial obliga-
tion to the Archdiocese.  
Please be generous with a gift to the Clergy Support Fund and 
continue to keep our priests in your prayers. 
Thank you!  
Donate Online: https://rcaos.org.uk/donate/csf 
QR Code (see right) 
Telephone Mon-Fri 9am-5pm: 020 7960 2504 
Cash / Cheque – please use the Clergy Sup-
port Fund envelopes at the back of church. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2ovexj4Hdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2ovexj4Hdo
mailto:anniejudge@hotmail.com
mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com
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