
 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

This Sunday, the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, is designated by Pope Francis as the “Sunday of the Word of God”. At 
the conclusion of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, he proposed setting aside “a Sunday given over entirely to the Word 
of God, so as to appreciate the inexhaustible riches contained in that constant dialogue between the Lord and his 
people” (Misericordia et Misera, 7). Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the Word of God can enable the 
Church to experience anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its 
unfathomable riches before the world. 
 
He made several suggestions. One was that: “renewed efforts should be made to provide members of the faithful with the 
training needed to be genuine proclaimers of the Word, as is already the practice in the case of acolytes or extraordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion.”  I would like to thank all those who have volunteered as readers. In the past we have had 
Days for Readers and hopefully we will return to these in the near future. At Mass, when we begin the Liturgy of the 
Word, many of us instinctively follow what the reader is proclaiming by following the text in our newsletter or in our 
Sunday Missal.  Wouldn’t it be better if we listened attentively to the Word of God, with our whole mind and 
heart?  Today's Gospel recounts that all eyes were fixed on Jesus after he read from the prophet Isaiah.  The Liturgy of 
the Word at Mass is of equal importance as the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Just as Jesus is really and truly present under 
the appearance of Bread and Wine so He is also really present when the Word of God is proclaimed. By listening we are 
fixing our heart and mind on Jesus who speaks to us through the words proclaimed.  
 
Another suggestion made by the Pope was, “Pastors can also find ways of giving a Bible, or one of its books, to the entire 
assembly as a way of showing the importance of learning how to read, appreciate and pray daily with sacred Scripture, 
especially through the practice of 'Lectio Divina’  (Divine Reading). 
I am sorry I haven’t done this. I am presuming you all have easy access to the Scriptures? There are available in our 
shop various Bibles including copies of the new English Standard Version (Catholic Edition) which is the translation that 
will be used in the revised Lectionary that will be published by the Bishops Conference of England and Wales this or next 
year. Each month there is available at the back of the church, a handy booklet with the reading for every day. On 25th 
July last year Pope Francis said: “Every day we read a page of the Gospel, we pray with the Psalms, we read the 
Prophets! We will be moved by the Lord’s faithfulness. Scripture will also help us to understand what the Lord asks of our 
lives today.’ 
 
I know that some already use the method of 'Lectio Divina'. It consists of reading God’s word in a moment of prayer and 
allowing it to enlighten and renew us. I have left at the back of the church a simple outline of the 'Lectio Divina’ method 
written by a Benedictine monk Father Boniface Hicks. 
 
Let us ‘Read; meditate; pray; contemplate’ and increase our knowledge of Christ in our lives.  

NEWSLETTER 
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ  
Telephone: 01227 462896   Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk   
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com              St Thomas of Canterbury 
Parish Priest:  Canon Anthony Charlton   email:  anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:  Fr John Howard  email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk  
Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 
University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes, 
Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary 
Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth 
Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross, 
Jennifer Lang, Pauline Lilford, Barbara Markham, Patricia Gray , 
Patrick Sellars, Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Sandra 
Monger, Philomena Brown, Rhona Rollings, Stuart Allen, Tom 
Carr, Shaena Metherill, Mary Jeffries, Gerry Cash, Philomena 
Wickenden, Vasily Rudenko and Noreen Egan. 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Apollonia Citro, Bianca Wood, Deideri Maria (Vedova Roffinella), 
Angelina Glynn, Graham Wheater, Baby Francis Anthony 
Delaney, John Farrell, Fr Chris O’Brien, Tracy Samuels, 
Josephine Howard, Canon Richard Hearn, Edward Asplin,  Fr 
Robert Ellis, Lis Rowe, Marie Sheridan, Joan Coleman, Jason 
Hoford, Michael Wise, Robert O’Shay and Ruth Herbst. 
 
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in January:  
Sylvia Guy, Layla Daniella Green and Paul Victor Card 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 
6.00 pm (Vigil):  Barry McCorkell - RIP  
Sunday, 23rd Jan: 3rd Sun in Ordinary Time (C)   
  Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
8.00am: Tony, William & Mary Ashman - RIP (Catherine) 
9.30am: Rosamma Sebastian - RIP (Tisha Joy)  
11.00am: Mary Clark - RIP (Mary and Cyril Scott) 
4.00 pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00 pm: People of the Parish 
 
Monday 24th Jan:  St Francis de Sales Mk 3: 22-30 
7.30am: Tom Nichols - RIP (Angela Nichols) 
12 noon: Philip & Thresiamme - RIP (Tisha Joy) 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
 
Tuesday 25th Jan:  Conversion of St Paul  Mk 16: 15-18 
12 noon: Diane Silcock on her birthday 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Week of Unity Taizé Service in the Church 
 
Wednesday 26th Jan:  Sts Timothy & Titus Mk 43: 1-20 
7.30am: Intentions of Anna, Monika, Lusia & Slawek 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Leslie Armstrong - RIP (Leslie Armstrong) 
 
Thursday 27th Jan:  St Angela Merici Mk 4: 21-25 
7.30am: Special Intentions (Linda) 
12 noon: Welfare of Mr & Mrs Webb 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church 

Friday 28th Jan: St Thomas Aquinas Mk 4: 26-34 
12 noon: Antonio Rosario Menezes - RIP (Velho Family) 
 After Mass, Adoration until 1.30pm 
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer 
7.30pm: Philomena Wickenden - RIP (Linda & Joan) 
  
Saturday 29th Jan:  Feria  Mk 4: 35-41 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Thelma Malone - RIP (Angela Nichols) 
 
6.00 pm (Vigil):  People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, 30th Jan: 4th Sun Ordinary Time (C)  Lk 4: 21-30 
8.00am: Rebecca’s welfare (C & F Bull) 
9.30am: Filipino Community and Families  
11.00am: Anne Queenan - welfare (Josie Carr) 
6.00 pm: Douglas Ward - RIP (Mrs Strein) 

COLLECTIONS:  Our retiring collections: 
This weekend: 22/23 Jan: SVP 
Next weekend: 29/30 Jan: No retiring collection this week 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 2022 
For true human fraternity 

We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may 
their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers 

and sisters in the human family. 

POLISH COMMUNITY MASSES 2022:  The Polish Community 
Masses this year will take place at 4pm in St Thomas’ on the 
following Sundays: 
23 January; 27 February; 27 March; 24 April 
22 May; 26 June; 24 July; 28 August 
25 September; 23 October; 27 November; 18 December 

You Can Help Your Marriage –  Do you feel alone?  Are you 
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue … or have you 
just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it only make 
it worse? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps 
couples through difficult times in their marriages. There is no 
group therapy or group work. 

This programme has helped 10s of 1000s of couples experiencing 
difficulties in their marriage. For confidential information about 
Retrouvaille’, or to register for the next programme commencing 
with a ‘Virtual’  weekend on 3rd – 6th March 2022 

Call or text +44 788 7296983  or Email retrouvailleukin-
fo@gmail.com – or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER PROGRAMME:   
Growing in Faith Together consists of four one hour-long sessions 
via Zoom and is a wonderful opportunity for: 
engaged couples who have completed their marriage preparation 
course and want to continue exploring their faith together; or  
married couples to enrich their friendship and love.   
There are two opportunities to attend the course.  
The first course runs on Tuesday evenings from 8-9pm beginning 
on 18 January 2022.   
The second course runs on Saturday mornings from 10.30-
11.30am beginning 19 February 2022.  To register follow the link:  
Growing in Faith Together — Agency for Evangelisation and Cat-
echesis (rcaos.org.uk) 
You are welcome to attend as a couple or as individuals.  

 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
 (A Woman-led, Global,  
 Ecumenical Movement) 
 

This year, the service has been prepared by the women of Eng-
land, Wales and Northern Ireland with the theme of God’s Prom-
ise, found in the book of Jeremiah: ‘I know the plans I have for 
you’. Focusing on freedom, forgiveness, justice and God’s peace, 
let us see how this promise can be a sign for all people. Friday, 
4th March 2022; 11am;  Canterbury Cathedral, Eastern Crypt. 

Please remember in your prayers the mother of Father Tom 
Herbst OFM, Ruth Herbst,  who died last week. 
May she rest in peace and rise to glory.  

Thank you to all those who gave Linda such beautiful cards and thoughtful gifts 
at Christmas.  A Mass for your intentions will be said on Thursday, 27 Jan 2022. 

New Year’s Resolution – Volunteer for CAFOD 
A vital aspect of church life is people being willing to share their 
talents, experience and energy. Could your New Year’s resolution 
be volunteering for CAFOD?  Some ways you can help are: 
In the parish - where you will be highlighting CAFOD’s work to 
support communities globally living with injustices and in poverty.  
In local schools – where you’ll deliver assemblies and workshops 
about CAFOD’s work.  No experience necessary. Full support, 
resources and regular training provided. 
Coordinating volunteers to help us support, encourage and 
bring together a small group of volunteers. 
If you’d like to know more, please contact Celeste or Sarah at 
southwark@cafod.org.uk or tel: 07825 734 390 / 07775 704546 

The Church Social committee are holding a  gift amnesty ap-
peal for donations of any unwanted Christmas gift, this will 
be  used to help raise funds  for the church at future events . Items 
donated can left in the labelled box in the All Saints Chapel from 
the 30th of January. Please see our poster for more details.  

Thank you!  The Union of Catholic Mother's would like to say thank 
you to all the parishioners who supported our Canterbury Food 
bank reverse advent calendar appeal.  

Vacancies in the Diocese 
We currently have vacancies for a Parish Secretary at Mortlake, a 
Youth Minister for the Bromley Deanery, an Office Administrator 
for Safeguarding and a Caretaker for the Cathedral site.  More 
details can be found on the Diocesan Website: Work with South-
wark: Archdiocese of Southwark (rcsouthwark.co.uk) 

TAIZÉ UNITY SERVICE FOR UNITY WEEK.  All are 
invited to join us for our Taizé Unity Service taking place 
in the church on Tuesday, 25 January 2022 at 7.30pm. 

For sale in Church Shop - SPCK Catholic Bible (ESV). 
This is approved by the Catholic Bishops of England and 
Wales, and Scotland, as the basis for the new Lectionary 
(2022) and all future liturgical texts used by Catholics.  

LIVESTREAMING IN CHURCH . We use livestreaming for all Masses.  If any 
services are to be recorded we will inform the parish of those specific services. 
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