NEWSLETTER{

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,

59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm

Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk (closed from 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch)
% Web Site: https./stthomasofcanterbury.com [] St Thomas of Canterbury

4 Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
§ Assistant Priest: Fr John Howard email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk
£ Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott
§ St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON
University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tiherbst@gmail.com
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED PARISH MATTERS
6.00 pm (Vigil): People of the Pa.rish _ Please remember in your prayers:
Sunday, 30th Jan: 4th Sun Ordinary Time (C) Lk 4:27-30 |[Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes,
8.00am: Rebecca’s welfare (C & F Bull) Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary
9.30am: Filipino Community and Families Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth

11.00am: Anne Queenan - welfare (Josie Carr)

6.00 pm: Douglas Ward - RIP (Mrs Strein) Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross,

Jennifer Lang, Pauline Lilford, Barbara Markham, Patricia Gray ,

Monday 31st Jan: St John Bosco Mk 5:1-20 | Patrick Sellars, Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Sandra
7.30am: Willie Mannion - RIP (Anne Mannion & Family) Monger, Philomena Brown, Rhona Rollings, Stuart Allen, Tom
12 noon: Roy Shersby - RIP (Osborne) Carr, Shaena Metherill, Mary Jeffries, Gerry Cash, Vasily
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer Rudenko and Noreen Egan.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Apollonia Citro, Bianca Wood, Deideri Maria (Vedova Roffinella),
Angelina Glynn, Graham Wheater, Baby Francis Anthony
Delaney, John Farrell, Fr Chris O’Brien, Tracy Samuels,

Wednesday 2nd Feb: Presentation of the Lord Lk 2: 22-40 [|Josephine Howard, Canon Richard Hearn, Edward Asplin, Fr

Tuesday 1st Feb: Feria Mk 5: 21-43
12 noon: Tom on his birthday (Claudine)
6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer

7.30am: Philomena Wickenden - RIP Robert Ellis, Lis Rowe, Marie Sheridan, Joan Coleman, Jason

10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration Hoford, Michael Wise, Robert O’Shay, Ruth Herbst and

12 noon: Holy Souls (Da Silva Family) Philomena Wickenden

6.00 pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer

7.00 pm: Parish Finance Team meeting Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are in February:

7.30 pm: RCIA Patricia Gill

Thursday 3rd Feb: St Laurence of Canterbury Mk 6: 7-13 |COLLECTIONS: Our retiring collections:

Blessing of Throats after all Masses (St Blaise) This weekend: 29/30 Jan: No retiring collection this week

7.30am: Intentions of Adam Man-Cheung Next weekend: 5/6 Feb: No retiring collection this week

12 noon: Mr George - thanksgiving

6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 27" May -3" June with HCPT

7.30pm: Young Adults Prayer live in the church Group 587 to Hosanna House. Comprehensive provision and
insurance cover for covid cancellation, isolation and repatriation if

Friday 4th Feb: St Henry Morse Mk 6: 14-29 |necessary. Find out more from Fr Anthony or Annie Judge at an-

12 noon: Sydney & Suzanne Francis - RIP (M Francis) niejudge@hotmail.com or 07866515797

After Mass, Adoration until 1.30pm _ _ : _
6.00pm: Live streamed Evening Prayer The Church Social committee are holding a gift amnesty

730pm Fraser and Mary Crampton - welfare (SCOtt Famlly) appeal for donatio-ns of any unwanted Christmas glft, this will
be used to help raise funds for the church at future events . ltems

Saturday 5th Feb: St Agatha Mk 6: 30-34 donated can left in the labelled box in the All Saints Chapel from
10.30am - 11 30ar;1' Reconciliation and Adoration ’ the 30th of January. Please see our poster for more details.

12 noon: Sonia Regaldo-Mcerkean - wellbeing Vacancies in the Diocese
We currently have various vacancies in the Diocese. See the
6.00 pm (Vigil): People of the Parish Diocesan Website: Work with Southwark: Archdiocese of South-

Sunday, 6th Feb: 5th Sun Ordinary Time (C) Lk 5: 1-11 |wark (rcsouthwark.co.uk)

8.00am: Vinod and Family - welfare (Jolly Vinod)
9.30am: Norah Whiting - RIP (John Whiting) ,,Ab_WmId Day WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
11.00am: Long Castro Family - wellbeing "”a ., (A Woman-led, Global,
12.15:  Baptism of Jim James Anthony Connors ye Ecumenical Movement)
6.00 pm: Philomena Wickenden - RIP (Tessa Metcalfe) This year, the service has been prepared by the women of Eng-
POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY 2022 land, Wales and Northern Ireland with the theme of God’s Prom-
For religious sisters and consecrated women ise, found in the book of Jeremiah: ‘I know the plans | have for
We pray for religious sisters and consecrated women; thanking them for their  [|you’. Focusing on freedom, forgiveness, justice and God’s peace,

mission and their courage; may they continue to find new responses to the ~ []let us see how this promise can be a sign for all people. Friday,
challenges of our times. 4th March 2022; 11am; Canterbury Cathedral, Eastern Crypt.
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From Fr Anthony ...

\Don’t you admire those who live their lives with integrity and don’t let popularity tempt them away from living; believing

:and standing up for what it right and true?

\For most of us there is always the temptation to conform and be liked and accepted by others.

:We don’t relish being the odd one out or finding ourselves as an outsider. We can clearly see from the Gospel today that
\those who were listening to Jesus as he taught in the synagogue in Nazareth were full of admiration of him. “All spoke
:well of him and marvelled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth”.

|But Jesus spoilt the atmosphere of approval by then linking himself to the two great prophets, Elijah and Elisha. What he
'was saylng was that he was on a mission that extended far beyond the confines of Israel. The admiration turned to anger
Iand ‘they sprang to their feet and brought him to the brow of the hill with the intention of throwing him down the cliff”.

IThe message of Jesus was a message for the whole of humanity, the whole of creation. He is the saviour of all. Not just
for any one particular religious groups. As one commentary wrote: “This is not always easy to accept, as there seems to
'be a strong human instinct to form loyalty groups - even supermarkets depend on this for their marketing ploys. The

:people of Nazareth shared this instinct”.

II was recently reminded by Bernard Treacy O.P, that this October will be the 60th annlversary of the opemng of the
'Second Vatican Council. Throughout the documents that came from that council, the word “church” is used in as many as

leight senses.

“It is important to keep in mind that the conciliar fathers took exceptional care not to identify the Church of
1Christ with the Catholic Church, deliberating rejecting the word “is” in favour of “subsists in”. We find this in paragraph 8 of

\the key document ‘Lumen Gentium’: "this Church, constituted and organised as a society in this present, world, subsists
1in (subsistit in) the Catholic Church, governed by the Successor of Peter and by the Bishops in communion with him,
\although (licet) many elements of sanctification and truth can be found outside her structure; such elements, as gifts
:properly belonging to the Church of Christ, impel towards Catholic unity".

1 The vocation of all of us, as part of the church, is to love God above all things and to love one another without
ireservation. This is what St Paul tells us in the second reading today. If we are true to this calling we will experience

Jopposition and rejection.

:Lord | thank you for calling me to love as a member of your church. | thank you for the grace you give me to live out this
(calling in all I do and say. You are my rock where | can take refuge, you are my stronghold.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2022 Due to larger
numbers than in previous years, the First Holy Communion will
take place on Saturday morning 9 am to 10 am. The first session
is Saturday the 26" of February The first session is for both par-
ents and children, meeting in the Church. The day of First Holy
Communion will be Sunday 19" of June. Over the course of the
First Holy Communion preparation, there will be five parent ses-
sions. These will take place in the Church while the children cat-
echesis takes place in the hall. We have sent all parents an email
over the weekend giving relevant details. If you have registered
your child and do not receive an email by Monday, 31 January
2022, please contact Linda in the office on 01227 462896.

LOST PROPERTY: Items purchased at Holland and Barrett on
Tuesday, 25th January and left in the church can be collected
from the office.

.. Coffee after the 9.30 Mass: Tea and Coffee will be
" served after mass on the first and third Sunday of the
P month. It may be served on the other Sundays depend-

CHANGES TO COVID RESTRICTIONS
(CBC of England & Wales Guidance for Churches - Jan 2022)

e Follow good practice for transmissible diseases -
symptoms of illness please stay at home

e The main for of virus transmission is via personal oral or nasal
aerosol. We ask that you continue to wear face coverings
(covering both nose and mouth) when in the church building
unless you are exempt from doing so.

e Formal social distancing is no longer required but please be
sensitive to the needs of others around you.

e Scientific evidence shows that surface transmission is minimal
but we ask that you continue the good practice of sanitising
hands on entering and leaving the church. We are also rein-
troducing the use of Hymn Books and our Holy Water Fonts

e Test and Trace This is no longer required but the QR codes
and forms will still be available for parishioners’ use.

if you display

To allow as many parishioners as possible to be able to return to
Mass, we will retain the current practice of celebrating two Masses
with restricted seating in addition to the points above.

ing on spontaneous volunteering. If you can help, | can

be contacted through the parish office. John Renn
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps couples
through difficult times in their marriages. There is no group thera-
py or group work. For confidential information, or to register for
the next programme - ‘Virtual’ weekend on 3 — 6" March 2022
call or text +44 788 7296983, email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk

Our Church Shop is running a campaign to celebrate, and raise
________awareness of, some of the wonderfully profound
" I l l \ writings of St Augustine of Hippo, Church Doctor
and one of our most significant thinkers who still has
. | great contemporary relevance. Come and see what
marvels his work may hold for you.

GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER PROGRAMME:

This consists of four one hour-long sessions via Zoom. It is a won-
derful opportunity for engaged couples who have completed their
marriage preparation course or married couples seeking to enrich
their friendship and love. Attend as a couple or as individuals.
Next course: Saturday from 10.30-11.30 am from 19 February
2022. To register follow the link: Growing in Faith Together —
Agency for Evangelisation and Catechesis (rcaos.org.uk)

New Year’s Resolution — Volunteer for CAFOD
If you'd like to know more, please contact Celeste or Sarah at
southwark@cafod.org.uk or tel: 07825 734 390 / 07775 704546

USE OF CHURCH FACILITIES. With the relaxation of COVID restrictions, we
are slowly returning to normal Parish Life. If you lead a group who wish to use
the parish facilities - church, church hall or Upper Room, during 2022, please
contact Linda in the office to confirm your bookings. Please contact Linda re-
gardless of whether you used the facilities in the past as some groups have
changed venues and times. Thank you

LIVESTREAMING IN CHURCH . We use livestreaming for all Masses. If any

services are to be recorded we will inform the parish of those specific services.
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