
 

 

The Church of St Thomas of Canterbury, Canterbury. 
 

 Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  
 

Monday 24th May 2021 at 18.00 
 
 
 

Venue: Zoom Meeting 
 
Present: Canon Anthony (AJC), Rob Meredith (Chair; RM), Louise Beesley(LB), Fr John Howard 
(JH), Saju Jose (SJ) Josephine Lewis (JL) Isy Mead (IM), Helen Nattrass (HN), John Renn (JR), 
Catherine Spratley (CS). 

 
Apologies: Lisa D’Agostini (LD). HN left at 18.30. JR left at 19.00. 
 
1.0     The meeting began with a prayer.  

LB advised that she was recording the meeting and would delete it when the 
minutes were complete. 

 
2.0     Minutes of Meeting of 22nd March 2021 - accepted. 
 

3.0     Matters arising: 
Diocesan & Parish Mission ‘Some Definite Service’. AJC will send out further 
information about the roles      ACTION AJC 
Picnic in the Park: no update from school yet 

 
4.0    Notes of AGM 21st April 2021  

Thanks to Linda for writing the notes for the AGM 
Greater attendance than when the AGM is held in the Hall. 

 
5.0    Matters arising not addressed below: none 
 
6.0    Selection of Committee:  

The following positions were filled through unanimous agreement 
6.1   Chair: Catherine Spratley, who agreed to take up the role for 6 months in the 
first instance.   

      6.2   Deputy Chair: Helen Natrass 
      6.3   Secretary: Isy Mead 
      6.4   New and retiring members: 

LB offered to step down, to allow for new members, she was encouraged to stay a 
further year. 
We need to target new people for specific skill sets, to include PPC or 
subcommittee roles. Several people were considered who will be approached by 
LB. AJC & RM. 
We have two places, though this could possibly be extended as there are significant 
projects underway.  

 

7.0   Church functioning through the Pandemic: 
New guidelines from the Catholic Bishops Conference were circulated, which in-
cludes possibility of one metre spacing. 



 

 

These are subject to prevailing local conditions, and we need to monitor how the 
new variant progresses. 
9.30 and 11.00 are becoming full.  
The difficulties in managing numbers were discussed.  
We need to re-evaluate the numbers, given the new guidelines.  
Eventbrite bookings were discussed, but not felt practical for us to achieve. 
Need to actively encourage people to consider other masses, Sat 18.00 and Sun 
8.00. 
Need to encourage people to come early and communicate that when masses are 
full they are full. 
Livestream remains available. 
Extra stewards will be needed to check numbers and monitor that spacing is 
appropriate. Stewards and volunteer cleaners particularly needed for 11.00 am 
mass. 
Church needs to be cleaned once a day. On weekdays AJC is asking people to do 
this after midday mass. 

 
     ACTION: LB to ask HN to review numbers. 
 
8.0   The Diocesan Shrine: 

Working party still needs to be set up. 
       
 
9.0    Development of the Hall. 

JR tried to research local need but had little feedback.Need to set up site meeting 
with IM, JR and Mike Lilford, with possible others. An architect on the committee 
would be helpful. 
Try to make it multifunctional. 
Will look at creating a report and getting feedback from there. 

 
 

10.0    Feedback from Other Committees: 
Finance committee: nothing new to add from last meeting. 
Social committee: Planning fund raising events later in year. 
Liturgy committee: Need to plan for 7th July Translation Mass. Archbishop John 
will be presiding. 

 
11.0    Adult Formation: 

11.1 Omega course:  
This has finished now. Had guest speakers and videos. Main attendees were alpha 
course attendees.  Plan to run a new group to encourage the wider parish. This will 
be on the first and 3rd Wednesdays alternating videos and guest speakers. 
Also hope to run further Alpha online courses, perhaps in the autumn. 
 
11.2 The Big Picture Bible Course:  
JL has reviewed the course, which includes a book and DVD. It comprises 12 one 
week sessions, with a 15minute DVD, followed by  suggested bible verses  to 
meditate on. At the end of the week you meet as a group to share experience. JL 
was impressed with the structure, material and presenters on the DVDs. She is 
willing to lead a group later in the year, when it could be held live. The cost for the 
book and DVD, which are intrinsic to the course, is £14 (£10 if bought in bulk), 
which may pose a difficulty. 



 

 

12.0    AOB: 
12.1 The shop has moved into the foyer, to allow better social distancing. 
Meanwhile refurbishments will take place in the main shop.  This had been ap-
proved by the finance committee. There was a £1000 donation; it is expected to 
bring money in in the future. 
 
12.2 A 6 week confirmation course is planned in September. 
 
12.3 JL spoke of the exhibition ‘Saints Alive’ at the British Museum, about Thomas 
Becket.  
 
12.4  No bookings will be taken for the hall until September, it needs deep cleaning 
etc. JL knows of a good cleaner for deep cleaning. 
 
12.5 We have received two emails one from Joan Blows and one from Helen John-
son. 
Joan Blows asked about us becoming an Eco-Parish, referring to an Eco-parish 
guide on the ‘Bringing Laudato Si to Life’ site.  She would be willing to assist with 
this. RM invited her to come to speak to the committee. 
Helen Johnson’s asked  about us becoming a Live Simply parish. 
AJC recommended the committee to look at the Cafod website which has a video 
about becoming a Live Simply parish. 
https://cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Livesimply-award 
We will take both forward to the next meeting. 

 

13.0    Dates of Future Meetings: Monday 19th July at 18.00 
 
14.0   The meeting ended with a prayer at 19.30 
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