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THE WORD

In today's Gospel, Jesus begins to share his mission with his twelve
closest followers. Jesus has already chosen them to work with him.

Now he puts them to work, sending them out “two by two"” armed with his authority to
confront the power of evil. He instructs them to travel light. This means no bread, because
food will be provided by others’ hospitality. It means no (sleeping) bag, as lodging will be
provided. It means no money, for they will be looked after. They can bring a staff, sandals
and a single tunic because they will be continually on the move.

This text reminds us that the earliest Christian missionaries travelled light and set
themselves apart from the wandering preachers of other religions, who brought lots of
baggage with them. Mark is saying something important as he records these very specific
instructions of Jesus. Jesus is on an urgent missionary journey. The staff and the sandals
are the symbols of that journey and so these are appropriate for those who share in his
mission. Any other baggage, especially that which might weigh them down and slow their
progress, is not permitted.

Jesus also instructs them about where they are to stay. The issue here is the integrity of
the Gospel. If they arrive in a place and then move from house to house seeking better
lodging, nicer food or more friendly company, this would be a counter-witness to the
Gospel. If they encounter lack of hospitality they are to move on from the village. This is
exactly what Jesus did when he was rejected by the people of his own village of Nazareth.
Jesus even tells them to shake the dust of such places from their feet. Jews returning to
the Holy Land would perform this ritual as they left pagan territory so as not to import
“uncleanness” with them. It symbolised the godlessness of the pagan land and the
holiness of Israel. The Twelve, in performing the same gesture, relegate to the godless
world those inhospitable places that have rejected the Gospel. In this way the Twelve
proclaim the Gospel as Jesus does, with integrity of word and deed.

After receiving their instructions, they set out and their mission is successful. Mark adds
some important details. The preaching of the Twelve is so that all should repent, which
is the key missionary goal of Jesus. The Twelve also heal sick people, something Jesus
has done many times before. Mark adds that they anoint sick people with oil. This was a
widespread practice in the Greek world by the time Mark’s Gospel was written and now
becomes part of the practice of the Christian Church.

Ironically, the mission of the Twelve is more successful than Jesus’ own mission in
Nazareth. Yet the Twelve are missionary only to the extent that they are with Jesus,
recognise that his authority has been given to them, and travel light. At all times they
remain his followers. B

SAY PRAY

Thank God for missionaries, those who have
left home and travelled light, in order to
preach the Good News. Pray for those who
give of themselves generously for the sake
of the Gospel.

“Lord, help me to be an

effective witness to you
today and always. Amen.”
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REFLECT

e know the value of travelling
light. Budget-cost airlines
like Ryanair encourage

passengers to travel light. There is a
penalty for excess luggage. Having one
carry-on bag is not only less expensive,
it also speeds up your journey. You
don’t have to wait at a slow-moving
conveyor belt to claim your baggage.
Airport security is easier to deal with.
Travelling light, if we can, is the wise
thing to do.

Today’s Gospel points to something
fundamental about the Church: it is
most successful when it travels light
and discards any baggage which gets
in the way of its mission.

Since the time of Jesus there have
been periods when the Church has
travelled light and has been truly
prophetic in proclaiming the Gospel.
Think of missionaries who brought the
bare necessities with them when going
on long journeys to remote places.
Think of all those Christians, lay and
religious, who have chosen to live
simple, frugal lives in order to witness
to the Gospel.

There have been other times when,
weighed down with wealth, power
and a preoccupation with status, the
Church has not travelled light and
has failed the Gospel. Pope Francis
has constantly called on Catholics to
live simple lives in order to be a poor
Church for those who are poor.

We can only hope that the crisis our
Church has been going through in
recent years will lead it to discard
anything that gets in the way of Jesus’
mission, so that the Gospel may be
proclaimed anew with prophetic
courage and integrity. M

LEARN

As followers of Jesus, we all have a mission
to preach the Gospel.

We can preach the Gospel wherever we live
and work.

A preoccupation with wealth, status or
power gets in the way of the Gospel.

Think about your attitude to material things.
How light do you travel?




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
As for me, in justice | shall behold your face;
I shall be filled with the vision of your glory.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good wiill.
We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

O God, who show the light of your truth

to those who go astray,

so that they may return to the right path,

give all who for the faith they profess

are accounted Christians

the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the
name of Christ

and to strive after all that does it honour.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Amos 7:12-15

A reading from the prophet Amos.

Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to

Amos, “Go away, seer; get back to the

land of Judah; earn your bread there, do
your prophesying there. We want no more
prophesying in Bethel; this is the royal
sanctuary, the national temple.” “l was no
prophet, neither did | belong to any of the
brotherhoods of prophets,” Amos replied to
Amaziah. “l was a shepherd, and looked after
sycamores: but it was the Lord who took me
from herding the flock, and the Lord who
said, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.””

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 84

Response:
Let us see, O Lord, your mercy
and give us your saving help.

0 I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.)

e Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. (R.)
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e The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-14

(For shorter form read between > <)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Ephesians.

>Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ,

who has blessed us with all the spiritual
blessings of heaven in Christ.

Before the world was made, he chose us,
chose us in Christ,

to be holy and spotless, and to live through
love in his presence,

determining that we should become his
adopted sons, through Jesus Christ,

for his own kind purposes,

to make us praise the glory of his grace,

his free gift to us in the Beloved

in whom, through his blood, we gain our
freedom, the forgiveness of our sins.

Such is the richness of the grace

which he has showered on us

in all wisdom and insight.

He has let us know the mystery of his
purpose,

the hidden plan he so kindly made in Christ
from the beginning

to act upon when the times had run their
course to the end:

that he would bring everything together
under Christ, as head,

everything in the heavens and everything on
earth.<

And it is in him that we were claimed as
God’s own,

chosen from the beginning,

under the predetermined plan of the one who
guides all things

as he decides by his own will;

chosen to be,

for his greater glory,

the people who would put their hopes in
Christ before he came.

Now you too, in him,

have heard the message of the truth and the
good news of your salvation,

and have believed it:

and you too have been stamped with the seal
of the Holy Spirit of the Promise,

the pledge of our inheritance

which brings freedom for those whom God
has taken for his own,

to make his glory praised.

>The word of the Lord.<
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

Your words are spirit, Lord,

and they are life:

you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mark 6:7-13

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Mark.

Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to
send them out in pairs giving them authority
over the unclean spirits. And he instructed
them to take nothing for the journey except
a staff — no bread, no haversack, no coppers
for their purses. They were to wear sandals
but, he added, “Do not take a spare tunic.”
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And he said to them, “If you enter a house
anywhere, stay there until you leave the
district. And if any place does not welcome
you and people refuse to listen to you, as

you walk away shake off the dust from under
your feet as a sign to them.” So they set off
to preach repentance; and they cast out many
devils, and anointed many sick people with
oil and cured them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Look upon the offerings of the Church, O Lord,

as she makes her prayer to you,

and grant that, when consumed by those who
believe,

they may bring ever greater holiness.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CONIMUNION ANTIPHON

The sparrow finds a home,

and the swallow a nest for her young:

by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and
my God.

Blessed are they who dwell in your house,

for ever singing your praise.

PRAYER AFTER COMIMUNION
Having consumed these gifts, we pray,

O Lord,
that, by our participation in this mystery,
its saving effects upon us may grow.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Gerry Moloney CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist

Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)
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CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm
Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk (closed 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch)

Web Site: https.//stthomasofcanterbury.com St Thomas of Canterbury

Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk

Assistant Priest: Fr John Howard email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk

Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tiherbst@gmail.com

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED nd Colloct. PARISH MATTERS
Apostleshib -
of the Sea Please remember in your prayers:
. ) ) ) Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes,

6.00 pm (Vigil): Ignatius Rajoo - RIP (Chris Kanny) Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary
Sunday, 11th July: Fifteenth Sunday (B) Mk 6: 7-13 R.eynOldS, B.rian Wicker, Joan Su.tton, Audrey Mar.tin, Elizabeth
8.00am: Priestly and Religious Vocations (Fr Matt) Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam,
9.30am: Joan Harding - RIP (Keane Family) Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our parish), Fr John Slater, Jennifer
11.00am: Matthew Cruickshank - welfare (Fr Anthony) Lang, Pauline Lilford, Barbara Markham, Patricia Gray , Patrick

12.15: Baptism of Theodore McDonagh

Sellars, Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Jean Boyce and
6.00 pm: People of the Parish g g ! y

Sandra Monger

Monday 12th July: Feria . Mt 10:34 - 11:1 Please pray for the repose of the souls of:
7.30 am Patrlqla Metcalfe and fe!mny Theresa Ramsundar, Canon Frank O’Sullivan, Margaret Willis,
12 noon: Valerie Nestor - RIP (Fiona Mutch) Rev Paul i P LB Lavl Paul
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer ev Paul Saunders, Sylvia Guy, Pat Gill, Baby Layla Green, Pau
Card, Alan Skeet, Rodolfo Ignacio, Isabella Bannon, HRH Prince
Tuesday 13th July: St Mildred Mt 11: 20-24 Philip - Duke of Edinburgh, Dean Brazier, Marion Nash, Fr Kevin
12 noon: Welfare of Jo Wilkins (Tessa Metcalfe) Alban (O.Carm), Apollonia Citro, Bianca Wood, Deideri Maria
6.00 pm:  Live streamed Prayer (Vedova Roffinella) and Angelina Glynn
Wednesday 14th July: St Camillus de Lellis Mt 11: 25-27 . . . )
7.30 am:  Krynicki Family Welfare Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:
10.00am: Funeral of Angelina Glunn at Barham Anthony Kenny, Maria Daniels and Hannalore Hall

10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration

12 noon: Annamma Joseph - RIP (Betsy Jose) COLLECTIONS: Our retiring collections:
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer This weekend: 10/11 July: Apostleship of the Sea. This Cath-
olic Charity (a part of the international network Stella Maris) sup-
Thursday 15th July: St Bonaventure Mt 1: 28-30 ports seafarers worldwide. They provide practical and pastoral
7.30 am:  Welfare of Barry McCorkell care to all seafarers, regardless of nationality or belief. Operating
12 noon: Frances & Michael-Joe Keavney - RIP (Mary & Geraldine) in more the 250 ports around the world the AOS relies wholly on
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer volu!'ltary cqntrlbutlons .to continue its wonderful work. Christine
7-8pm:  Adoration for Young Adults with Fr John ﬁob'rsgn will be speaking to us after each Mass about the work of
) e AoS.
Next weekend: 17/18 July: SVP Collection Please give gener-
ously as usual to our local branch of the SVP who work within our
immediate community.

Friday 16th July: St Augustine Zhao Rong Mt 12: 1-8
12 noon: Richard Clark - RIP (Martina Clark)

After Mass, Adoration until 1.30pm

6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer

7.30pm: for the intentions of all Mass Stewards Summertime 2021 Altar Servers Summer Break

Tuesday 3 — Friday 6 August

Following last year's cancellation, we are pleased to announce
that this annual activity is back for altar servers aged 10 - 15 years
within Southwark Diocese. Summertime 2021 will take place at
the Oratory School in Reading For more details, please see poster

Saturday 17th July: Feria Mt 12: 14-21
10.30am - 11.30am: Reconciliation and Adoration
12 noon: Tony Curtis - RIP

6.00 pm (Vigil): People of the Parish and forms in the Narthex_or contact Fr Stephen Boyle, Chaplain to

the Guild of St. Stephen. Tel: 01322 220075 Email: dart-
Sunday, 18th July: Sixteenth Sunday (B) Mk 6: 20-34 ford@rcaos.org.uk

8.00am:  Dr Kazimierz Krynicki RIP (Mrs Krynicki)

9.30am: Tsige Buta - RIP (Sherington Family)

11.00am: for the intentions of Fr John Howard on the SECOND COLLECTIONS GIFT AIDING
1st Anniversary of his Ordination (Joan & Linda) Thank you to all who so generously support our regular second

12.15: Baptism of Andrew Thomas Hyner collecglorllsr.] évgir)dmag[ng these dlonatlo(ns, p::ease Ido not u.tshe

. ; ; your Parish Gift Aid ordinary envelopes (small envelopes with an
6.00 pm:  Michael Cash and family (Mary) unique number) for donations to SVP or CAFOD or other organi-
sations because we cannot, by law, transfer gift aid donations
between organisations. SVP and CAFQOD gift aid envelopes are
2nd Collect: SVP available in the Narthex or please speak to Linda in the office.
Your help is appreciated.
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From Fr Anthony ...

It has been a blessed week for us in the parish. Wednesday 7th July was the day we kept the Feast of
.the Translation of the body of Thomas Becket from the crypt to the new shrine in 1220. Our Archbishop
1John Wilson came to celebrate Mass with us in Canterbury Cathedral.

uBefore the Mass the Archbishop blessed our newly refurbished shop. He thanked all the volunteers who
.gathered in the All Saints Chapel, for their work and reminded them that the rellglous articles that we sell

\are a tangible expression of people’s faith and prayer. He also noted that theirs is an important ministry in
| would like give a special thank you to Richard

'the town. People come not only to buy but to talk.

ICarraC|o for overseeing the project and for Pat Moore, our shop manager and her team for the sterling
.work they did make everything ready for this day. This is a facility that the parish can rightly be proud of.

:Our celebration of Mass in the Cathedral was a wonderful celebration. Canon Richard Hearn , the Dean
'of our own Cathedral of St George had brought with him a relic they have of St Thomas of Canterbury
lhoused ina very splendid reliquary designed by Augustus Pugin. Ben Saul gathered together a group of

.professmnal singers that sang beautifully and Ben Scott played the organ. We provided out own group of

.dedicated servers and readers. Thank you to you all for enabling this to be a joyous and dignified

joccasion.

nIn his homily the Archblshop explored our understanding of the word translation. He said:

. “In its original meaning it is “the carrying over of the something, the bringing over of someone.” The man,
'Thomas Beckett, who once spoke the language of wealth now spoke the language of faith. This was a
'‘change, a movement. Each of us needs an ongoing translation in our relationship of discipleship so as to
'be carried over more clearly into the life of the kihngdom. To learn even more fluently the language of love

|WhICh comes from a personal relationship with Christ. The Lord Jesus sent out ambassadors ahead of his

,own ministry. Their message, their language was peace, fellowship and healing, in essence the very
proclamation of the kingdom. The disciples were evangelists just as we because of our baptism are
'‘evangelists. Like the seventy two, like St Paul, we are sent out to speak the language of God’s love. We

\are carried over from old ways to new life.”

. The archbishop said: “St Thomas spoke out and stood up to be counted, to protect the concerns of the
1Church, of the gospel. We must do the same but always with the language of loving compassion. Our
'voice must be raised not least for the voiceless, in defence of human life, of justice and dignity for every

lperson of support for families and those suffering, and in favour of refugees torn from their homeland. We

'must hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. We must take action and respond. We cannot be
\indifferent to what faith teaches and asks, always desiring Christ’s peace to flow from us and to rest on

jothers.”

uYou can still watch the Mass on YouTube https://youtu.be/w7MMJxieuBc

Safeguarding Volunteers - Disclosure & Barring — Re-check
Meetings 11" & 18™ July 2021

Submission of forms this week end and next weekend in the
Church Hall any time between 09h00 and 16h00

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Safe-
guarding Representative, Peter Jones on the safeguarding email
Canterburysg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

OFFICE HOURS Linda is on leave from 12 to 19 July inclusive.
During her absence, the office will be staffed by volunteers inter-
mittently on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.

‘Grief in Loss, Hope in the Lord’ retreat for those who have lost

a loved one through death. A time to mourn and share with others.

Aylesford Priory 8-10th October 2021. For more information,
please contact the Retreat House 01622 717272 or email
enquery@thefriars.org.uk”

mary’s JOB OPPORTUNITY

| 51 Mary’s Meals has a new job opportunity in the London/
" SE England region. The role of ‘Supporter Engagement
“ Officer’ is an exciting and varied one which will suit
someone with good organisational and people skills. The closing
date is 19™ July. Job details are here https://
www.marysmeals.org.uk/useful-links/work-for-us/supporter-
engagement-officer-london

Diocesan Annual Marriage Mass Sat October 9 2021 St
George’s Cathedral, Southwark at noon. Please contact Carole
on mflkent@rcaos.org.uk if you are celebrating your 1, 10, 25, 40,
50 or 60 year wedding anniversary and would like to attend the
annual marriage mass.

LIVESTREAMING IN CHURCH . Parishioners are reminded that
we use livestreaming for all Masses. If any services are to be
recorded we will inform the parish of those specific services.

The 11th Annual GK Chesterton Walking Pilgrimage will take
place on Saturday 24th July 2021. You can sponsor Stuart as he
raises funds for Good Counsel on this 27 mile walk here;
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gkcwalk21 You can email prayer
intentions to be prayed for along the way, to; catholicgkcsocie-
ty@yahoo.co.uk You can join us for Mass or part of the walk on
the day or even just join us by saying the GK Chesterton Prayer
on the day wherever you are. More information at
www.catholicgkchestertonsociety.co.uk



mailto:Canterburysg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=6f92bbba90&e=51f2ea01ad
https://rcsouthwark.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a40ab1a35eac7236d856fe882&id=6f92bbba90&e=51f2ea01ad
mailto:dartford@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:dartford@rcaos.org.uk
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gkcwalk21
mailto:catholicgkcsociety@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:catholicgkcsociety@yahoo.co.uk
https://catholicgkchestertonsociety.co.uk/about
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marysmeals.org.uk%2Fuseful-links%2Fwork-for-us%2Fsupporter-engagement-officer-london&data=04%7C01%7Cpeter.hickey%40Marysmeals.org%7Cc26a6dcb07e04a094b1c08d941e87e59%7C56bf9bbcbe8c4eb3bb18b7
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marysmeals.org.uk%2Fuseful-links%2Fwork-for-us%2Fsupporter-engagement-officer-london&data=04%7C01%7Cpeter.hickey%40Marysmeals.org%7Cc26a6dcb07e04a094b1c08d941e87e59%7C56bf9bbcbe8c4eb3bb18b7
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marysmeals.org.uk%2Fuseful-links%2Fwork-for-us%2Fsupporter-engagement-officer-london&data=04%7C01%7Cpeter.hickey%40Marysmeals.org%7Cc26a6dcb07e04a094b1c08d941e87e59%7C56bf9bbcbe8c4eb3bb18b7
mailto:enquery@thefriars.org.uk
mailto:mflkent@rcaos.org.uk

