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The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ6 JUNE 2021

THE WORD Year B • Psalter Week 2

For Christians, one of the most painful consequences of the COVID-19 crisis was 
the closure of churches. People could not gather for public worship, except in 
tiny numbers for funerals and weddings. But, thanks to modern communications 

technology, people could still participate in online liturgies, and they did. Parishes 
were transformed into not just local but global virtual communities, with participants 
tuning in from far and near. By the end of the first period of lockdown, many parishes 
and local churches had built up substantial online congregations. New possibilities 
for evangelisation were opened up, priests and people saw the potential offered by 
communications technology in a way they never had before. It is good news for the 
Church going forward.

But while Catholics were delighted to be able to tune in online to a liturgy that 
suited them, there was one crucial element of the celebration in which they could 
not take part: they could not receive the body and blood of Christ; they could not be 
physically nourished by his body and blood. For online participants, it was a major 
sacrifice, a keen loss.

It was a painful reminder of how precious it is to be able to receive the Eucharist in 
person and to never take that privilege for granted. It has been an opportunity for 
us to think about the importance of the Eucharist in our lives. It was only when they 
couldn’t physically come to Mass that many Catholics realised just how much it 
means to them. The first time they were able to receive Holy Communion again was 
an emotional experience, a moment of joy, something to treasure. 

It’s how we should always approach the Eucharist, which is the source and summit of 
the life of the Church, and our food for life. n

REFLECT

At the Last Supper, Jesus spoke particular words. He declared bread to be his 
body, wine to be his blood. 

The bread, he said, is his body “given up for you” and the cup of the new covenant is his 
blood “poured out for you”. Jesus gave his life once and for all as a sacrifice for us. And 
he told us to gather “in memory of me”. Which is what Christians have been doing ever 
since.

The feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ invites us to reflect on the wonderful 
gift of the Eucharist. It is first and foremost a celebration during which God nourishes us 
with God’s own life. It is a memorial, not only of the redemptive suffering and death of 
Jesus, but of his entire life of self-emptying love. In sharing the one bread and drinking 
the one cup, we pledge to imitate him, who can never be repaid.

In the Eucharist, we gather in the shadow of the cross to give thanks for the death and 
resurrection of Jesus which has saved us from death. We gather in response to the 
command of Jesus to “Do this in memory of me”. We gather knowing that the sacrifice 
required of us is no less than that of our very selves. n 

SAY
“Lord, you nourish me with 
the bread of life. Help me to 
share that love with those 
who need it most. Amen.

Make an effort to visit the Blessed Sacrament 
whenever you are passing a church.

DO

The Act of Spiritual Communion, written by 
St Alphonsus de Liguori, is a beautiful prayer 
for when it’s not possible to receive the 
Eucharist in person: 

My Jesus, 
I believe that you are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament. 
I love you above all things, 
and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen.

PRAY

DO THIS IN MEMORY 
MARK 14:12-16. 22-26
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
He fed them with the finest wheat
and satisfied them with honey from the rock.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament
have left us a memorial of your Passion,
grant us, we pray,
so to revere the sacred mysteries of your  
 Body and Blood
that we may always experience in ourselves
the fruits of your redemption.
Who live and reign with God the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 24:3-8

A reading from the book of Exodus.

Moses went and told the people all the 
commands of the Lord and all the ordinances. 
In answer, all the people said with one 
voice, “We will observe all the commands 
that the Lord has decreed.” Moses put all 
the commands of the Lord into writing, and 
early next morning he built an altar at the 
foot of the mountain, with twelve standing-
stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. Then 
he directed certain young Israelites to offer 
holocausts and to immolate bullocks to the 
Lord as communion sacrifices. Half of the 
blood Moses took up and put into basins, 
the other half he cast on the altar. And taking 
the Book of the Covenant he read it to the 
listening people, and they said, “We will 
observe all that the Lord has decreed; we will 
obey.” Then Moses took the blood and cast 
it towards the people. “This” he said “is the 
blood of the Covenant that the Lord has made 
with you, containing all these rules.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 115

Response:
The cup of salvation I will raise;
I will call on the Lord’s name.

or

Alleluia! 

1.  How can I repay the Lord
  for his goodness to me?
  The cup of salvation I will raise;
  I will call on the Lord’s name. (R.)

2.  O precious in the eyes of the Lord
  is the death of his faithful.
  Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
  you have loosened my bonds. (R.)

3.  A thanksgiving sacrifice I make:
  I will call on the Lord’s name.
  My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
  before all his people. (R.)

SECOND READING  Hebrews 9:11-15

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Now Christ has come, as the high priest of 
all the blessings which were to come. He 
has passed through the greater, the more 
perfect tent, which is better than one made by 
men’s hands because it is not of this created 
order; and he has entered the sanctuary once 
and for all, taking with him not the blood of 
goats and bull calves, but his own blood, 
having won an eternal redemption for us. 
The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes 
of a heifer are sprinkled on those who have 
incurred defilement and they restore the 
holiness of their outward lives; how much 
more effectively the blood of Christ, who 
offered himself as the perfect sacrifice to 
God through the eternal Spirit, can purify our 
inner self from dead actions so that we do our 
service to the living God. 
 He brings a new covenant, as the mediator, 
only so that the people who were called to an 
eternal inheritance may actually receive what 
was promised: his death took place to cancel 
the sins that infringed the earlier covenant.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the living bread which has come down  
 from heaven,
says the Lord.
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Mark 14:12-16. 22-26

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Mark.

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, 
when the Passover lamb was sacrificed, his 
disciples said to Jesus, “Where do you want 
us to go and make the preparations for you 
to eat the passover?” So he sent two of his 
disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city 
and you will meet a man carrying a pitcher 
of water. Follow him, and say to the owner 
of the house which he enters, ‘The Master 
says: Where is my dining room in which I can 
eat the passover with my disciples?’ He will 
show you a large upper room furnished with 
couches, all prepared. Make the preparations 
for us there.” The disciples set out and went 
to the city and found everything as he had 
told them, and prepared the passover.
 And as they were eating he took some 
bread, and when he had said the blessing 
he broke it and gave it to them. “Take it,” he 
said “this is my body.” Then he took a cup, 
and when he had returned thanks he gave 
it to them, and all drank from it, and he said 
to them, “This is my blood, the blood of the 

covenant, which is to be poured out for many. 
I tell you solemnly, I shall not drink any more 
wine until the day I drink the new wine in the 
kingdom of God.”
 After psalms had been sung they left for the 
Mount of Olives.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Grant your Church, O Lord, we pray,
the gifts of unity and peace,
whose signs are to be seen in mystery
in the offerings we here present.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and I in him, says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that we may delight for all eternity
in that share in your divine life,
which is foreshadowed in the present age
by our reception of your precious Body and  
 Blood.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Last Supper masterpiece by Leonardo da Vinci in Convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie,  
Milan, Italy

LEARN

Eucharist comes from the Greek word 
Eucharistia, which means “thanksgiving”. 
Every time we celebrate the Eucharist we 
give thanks to God for all that God has done 
for us.

Vatican II teaches us that the Eucharist is 
the source and the summit of the life of the 
Church.

The Eucharist is a commemorative meal at 
which Jesus’ death is remembered.

The body of Christ is our soul-nourishing 
food, the bread that gives us life.
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For Christians, one of the most painful consequences of the COVID-19 crisis was 
the closure of churches. People could not gather for public worship, except in 
tiny numbers for funerals and weddings. But, thanks to modern communications 

technology, people could still participate in online liturgies, and they did. Parishes 
were transformed into not just local but global virtual communities, with participants 
tuning in from far and near. By the end of the first period of lockdown, many parishes 
and local churches had built up substantial online congregations. New possibilities 
for evangelisation were opened up, priests and people saw the potential offered by 
communications technology in a way they never had before. It is good news for the 
Church going forward.

But while Catholics were delighted to be able to tune in online to a liturgy that 
suited them, there was one crucial element of the celebration in which they could 
not take part: they could not receive the body and blood of Christ; they could not be 
physically nourished by his body and blood. For online participants, it was a major 
sacrifice, a keen loss.

It was a painful reminder of how precious it is to be able to receive the Eucharist in 
person and to never take that privilege for granted. It has been an opportunity for 
us to think about the importance of the Eucharist in our lives. It was only when they 
couldn’t physically come to Mass that many Catholics realised just how much it 
means to them. The first time they were able to receive Holy Communion again was 
an emotional experience, a moment of joy, something to treasure. 

It’s how we should always approach the Eucharist, which is the source and summit of 
the life of the Church, and our food for life. n

REFLECT

At the Last Supper, Jesus spoke particular words. He declared bread to be his 
body, wine to be his blood. 

The bread, he said, is his body “given up for you” and the cup of the new covenant is his 
blood “poured out for you”. Jesus gave his life once and for all as a sacrifice for us. And 
he told us to gather “in memory of me”. Which is what Christians have been doing ever 
since.

The feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ invites us to reflect on the wonderful 
gift of the Eucharist. It is first and foremost a celebration during which God nourishes us 
with God’s own life. It is a memorial, not only of the redemptive suffering and death of 
Jesus, but of his entire life of self-emptying love. In sharing the one bread and drinking 
the one cup, we pledge to imitate him, who can never be repaid.

In the Eucharist, we gather in the shadow of the cross to give thanks for the death and 
resurrection of Jesus which has saved us from death. We gather in response to the 
command of Jesus to “Do this in memory of me”. We gather knowing that the sacrifice 
required of us is no less than that of our very selves. n 

SAY
“Lord, you nourish me with 
the bread of life. Help me to 
share that love with those 
who need it most. Amen.

Make an effort to visit the Blessed Sacrament 
whenever you are passing a church.

DO

The Act of Spiritual Communion, written by 
St Alphonsus de Liguori, is a beautiful prayer 
for when it’s not possible to receive the 
Eucharist in person: 

My Jesus, 
I believe that you are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament. 
I love you above all things, 
and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 
and unite myself wholly to you. 
Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen.

PRAY

DO THIS IN MEMORY 
MARK 14:12-16. 22-26
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
He fed them with the finest wheat
and satisfied them with honey from the rock.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament
have left us a memorial of your Passion,
grant us, we pray,
so to revere the sacred mysteries of your  
 Body and Blood
that we may always experience in ourselves
the fruits of your redemption.
Who live and reign with God the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 24:3-8

A reading from the book of Exodus.

Moses went and told the people all the 
commands of the Lord and all the ordinances. 
In answer, all the people said with one 
voice, “We will observe all the commands 
that the Lord has decreed.” Moses put all 
the commands of the Lord into writing, and 
early next morning he built an altar at the 
foot of the mountain, with twelve standing-
stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. Then 
he directed certain young Israelites to offer 
holocausts and to immolate bullocks to the 
Lord as communion sacrifices. Half of the 
blood Moses took up and put into basins, 
the other half he cast on the altar. And taking 
the Book of the Covenant he read it to the 
listening people, and they said, “We will 
observe all that the Lord has decreed; we will 
obey.” Then Moses took the blood and cast 
it towards the people. “This” he said “is the 
blood of the Covenant that the Lord has made 
with you, containing all these rules.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 115

Response:
The cup of salvation I will raise;
I will call on the Lord’s name.

or

Alleluia! 

1.  How can I repay the Lord
  for his goodness to me?
  The cup of salvation I will raise;
  I will call on the Lord’s name. (R.)

2.  O precious in the eyes of the Lord
  is the death of his faithful.
  Your servant, Lord, your servant am I;
  you have loosened my bonds. (R.)

3.  A thanksgiving sacrifice I make:
  I will call on the Lord’s name.
  My vows to the Lord I will fulfil
  before all his people. (R.)

SECOND READING  Hebrews 9:11-15

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Now Christ has come, as the high priest of 
all the blessings which were to come. He 
has passed through the greater, the more 
perfect tent, which is better than one made by 
men’s hands because it is not of this created 
order; and he has entered the sanctuary once 
and for all, taking with him not the blood of 
goats and bull calves, but his own blood, 
having won an eternal redemption for us. 
The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes 
of a heifer are sprinkled on those who have 
incurred defilement and they restore the 
holiness of their outward lives; how much 
more effectively the blood of Christ, who 
offered himself as the perfect sacrifice to 
God through the eternal Spirit, can purify our 
inner self from dead actions so that we do our 
service to the living God. 
 He brings a new covenant, as the mediator, 
only so that the people who were called to an 
eternal inheritance may actually receive what 
was promised: his death took place to cancel 
the sins that infringed the earlier covenant.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the living bread which has come down  
 from heaven,
says the Lord.
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Mark 14:12-16. 22-26

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Mark.

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, 
when the Passover lamb was sacrificed, his 
disciples said to Jesus, “Where do you want 
us to go and make the preparations for you 
to eat the passover?” So he sent two of his 
disciples, saying to them, “Go into the city 
and you will meet a man carrying a pitcher 
of water. Follow him, and say to the owner 
of the house which he enters, ‘The Master 
says: Where is my dining room in which I can 
eat the passover with my disciples?’ He will 
show you a large upper room furnished with 
couches, all prepared. Make the preparations 
for us there.” The disciples set out and went 
to the city and found everything as he had 
told them, and prepared the passover.
 And as they were eating he took some 
bread, and when he had said the blessing 
he broke it and gave it to them. “Take it,” he 
said “this is my body.” Then he took a cup, 
and when he had returned thanks he gave 
it to them, and all drank from it, and he said 
to them, “This is my blood, the blood of the 

covenant, which is to be poured out for many. 
I tell you solemnly, I shall not drink any more 
wine until the day I drink the new wine in the 
kingdom of God.”
 After psalms had been sung they left for the 
Mount of Olives.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Grant your Church, O Lord, we pray,
the gifts of unity and peace,
whose signs are to be seen in mystery
in the offerings we here present.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and I in him, says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that we may delight for all eternity
in that share in your divine life,
which is foreshadowed in the present age
by our reception of your precious Body and  
 Blood.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Last Supper masterpiece by Leonardo da Vinci in Convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie,  
Milan, Italy

LEARN

Eucharist comes from the Greek word 
Eucharistia, which means “thanksgiving”. 
Every time we celebrate the Eucharist we 
give thanks to God for all that God has done 
for us.

Vatican II teaches us that the Eucharist is 
the source and the summit of the life of the 
Church.

The Eucharist is a commemorative meal at 
which Jesus’ death is remembered.

The body of Christ is our soul-nourishing 
food, the bread that gives us life.



 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

Bishop Robert Barron tells the story of the origins of the feast of Corpus Christi in his series entitled “Catholicism”. 
In 1263 a German priest, Fr. Peter of Prague, made a pilgrimage to Rome. He stopped in Bolsena, Italy, to cele-
brate Mass at the Church of St. Christina. At the time he was having doubts about Jesus being truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. He was affected by the growing debate among certain theologians who, for the first time in 
the history of the Church, began introducing doubts about the Body and Blood of Christ being actually present in 
the consecrated bread and wine.  
While Fr Peter was celebrating Mass, at the time of consecration blood started seeping from the consecrated host 
and onto the altar and corporal.  Fr. Peter reported this miracle to Pope Urban IV, who at the time was nearby in 
Orvieto. The pope sent delegates to investigate and ordered that host and blood-stained corporal be brought to 
Orvieto. The relics were then placed in the Cathedral of Orvieto, where they remain today.  Pope Urban instituted 
Corpus Christi for the Universal Church and celebrated it for the first time in Orvieto in 1264, a year after the Eu-
charistic Miracle in Bolsena. 
Inspired by the miracle, the Pope also commissioned a Dominican friar, St. Thomas Aquinas, to compose the 
Mass and Office for the feast of Corpus Christi. Aquinas' hymns in honour of the Holy Eucharist, “Pange 
Lingua”, “Tantum Ergo”, “Panis Angelicus”, and “O Salutaris Hostia” we still sing today, not only on the feast of 
Corpus Christi but throughout the year during Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
In years past this feast was celebrated on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday but it has been transferred to the 
Sunday.  Corpus Christi is observed as a public holiday in: Austria, Brazil, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Colombia, Croatia, Dominican Republic, Haiti, East Timor, parts of Germany, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Panama, 
Peru, Poland, Portugal, San Marino, parts of Spain and Switzerland, Grenada, Saint Lucia, and Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
The celebration of the Corpus Christi feast was suppressed during the Reformation in Protestant churches. Today 
the Church of England celebrates the feast on the same day but is know as the Day of Thanksgiving for the Insti-
tution of Holy Communion.    
Today our children will be receiving Jesus in Holy Communion for the first time. As we congratulate them and their 
families, we are able to celebrate this wonderful gift that Jesus has given us.  Pope St John Paul in his letter Ec-
clesia de Eucharistica (2003) sought to rekindle the sense of amazement that should fill us when we gather for 
Mass.  
My dear friend Bishop Michael Evans wrote: “The Church draws her life from the Eucharist, This truth does not 
simply express a daily experience of faith, but recapitulates the heart of the mystery of the Church. In a variety of 
ways she joyfully experiences the constant fulfilment of the promise; “Lo I am with you always, to the close of the 
age.” (Mt 28:20), but in the Holy Eucharist, through the changing of the bread and wine into the body and blood of 
the Lord, she rejoices in this presence with unique intensity. (Ecclesia de Eucharistis No 1)”  
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Sandra Monger 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Patricia Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski, Chris Bateman, Pia 

Iannacci, Antonio Iannacci, Ellen Fitzgerald ,Anna Koeller, Fr 

Michael Gwinnell, Ann Sexton, Paulina Manfredini, Fr Michael 

Boland, Fr George Webster, Theresa Ramsundar, Canon Frank 

O’Sullivan, Margaret Willis, Rev Paul Saunders, Sylvia Guy, Pat 

Gill, Baby Layla Green, Paul Card, Alan Skeet, Rodolfo Ignacio, 

Isabella Bannon, HRH Prince Philip - Duke of Edinburgh, Dean 

Brazier, Marion Nash and Fr Kevin Alban (O.Carm) 

 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:  

Vera Rose Fletcher, Roy Williams 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 
6.00 pm (Vigil):  Anne & Patrick Galvin (E Corcoran) 
 
6th June:  Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 

  Mk 14: 12-16, 22-26 
8.00am:  People of the Parish 

9.30am:  Rodolfo Ignacio - RIP (UCM Members) 
11.00am: Thanksgiving (Martina Clark) 
12.15: Baptism of Marsie Parr 
3.00 pm FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS 
6.00 pm: Sr Jane Enas Ottathengumkal CJ - RIP (Helen) 
 
Monday 7th June:  Feria Mt 5: 1-12 
7.30 am: Syd Francis - RIP 
12 noon:      Joseph Reynolds - RIP 

6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer 
 
Tuesday 8th June:  Feria Mt 5: 13-16  
12 noon: Shane McDonald Snr - RIP (James Pullicino) 
6.00pm: Live-streamed Prayer 
 
Wednesday 9th June: Feria Mt 5: 17-19 
7.30 am: Taylor Family’s intentions (Scott Family) 
10.30am - 11.30pm:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Frederick Prior - RIP (Kathleen Prior) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer 
 
Thursday 10th June: Feria Mt 5: 20-26 
7.30 am: Rodolfo Alcoriza - RIP (Kanny Family) 
12 noon: Maria Bowers - RIP (Sr Claire Knowles) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer 
7 - 8pm:  Adoration for Young Adults with Fr John 
 
Friday  11th June: Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Jn19:31-37 
12 noon: Richard Clark - RIP (Martina Clarke) 
 After Mass, Adoration until 1.30pm 
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer 
7.30pm: Alison & Brian - wedding(12/6) (O’Gorman Fam.) 
 
Saturday 12th June:  The Immaculate Heart of the BVM  
  Lk 2: 41-51 
10.30am - 11.30pm:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: John, Stasia and Christine - RIP  
6.00 pm (Vigil):  Margaret Green (née Owen) - RIP (Connelly) 
 
Sunday, 13th June:  Eleventh Sunday Mk 4: 26-34 
8.00am:  People of the Parish 

9.30am:  Dr John Dillon (D.P. Evans) 
11.00am: Michael Reynolds - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
 Baptism of  Scarlett & Jessica Maguire during Mass 
6.00 pm: Sister Andrea Thomas Kartharan CJ - recovery  
 (Helen Nattrass) 

COLLECTIONS:  Our retiring collections: 
This weekend: 5/6 June: SVP  - This collection is early due 
to other, Diocesan collections during June so please give gener-
ously. 

Next weekend: 12/13 June: Catholic Trust for England 
and Wales (CaTEW)  - This collection supports the legal, finan-
cial and charitable activities of the Bishops’ Conference, its de-
partments, agencies and offices.  The collection helps supply 
the Bishops of England and Wales with the revenue necessary 
for the central administration of the Church in this country. 

2nd 
Collect: 
SVP 

16th Canterbury (St Thomas’) Scout Group. 
Unfortunately, due to Covid reasons we have not been able to 
meet with the young people since March 2020.  

But if things go according to plan, we will be back in September 
2021. 
Before we stopped meeting, we were a very healthy and strong 
group and although we have lost both young and adult members 
during the break, we would like to get back to being a strong 
group again! But to do this we are looking for adult help. We 
need adult leaders who can help us on a Thursday evening in all 
sections during term time. Plus, camping in some holiday time. 
Beavers. (aged 6 - 8 years) 4.45pm - 6.00pm;  

Cubs.     (aged 8 - 10 years) 5.45pm - 7.40pm 
Scouts.  (aged 10 - 14 years) 7.15pm - 9.15pm 
Training will be given, and every adult will need to undertake an 
enhanced D.B.S check.  For more information please contact 
Pam Johnson on email Scouts.be.prepared@outlook.com   
 

Safeguarding – Volunteers – Disclosure & Barring - Recheck Meetings  11th & 18th July 2021 
 
Dear St Thomas’s Volunteers, 
 
With reference to the notice in the parish bulletin last weekend from the safeguarding office of the archdiocese, providing notice that 
about 75 volunteers currently holding DBS clearance, in this parish, (except volunteers with DBS certificates less than three years 
old, on the 1st January 2022), are required to submit an application for a re-check. 
Volunteers are invited to attend a meeting, for submission of re-check applications, led by the archdiocese safeguarding team, in the 
parish hall, on Sunday 18th July between 9am to 5pm. 
 
Please bring with you to the meeting: 
Completed application forms; (including national (mauve) form) 
Original documents of identity 
A photocopy of each document of identity 
 
Prior to the meetings, if you have difficulty in printing the forms or photocopying documents, call at the parish office during working 
week hours where our parish administrator, Linda, will be happy to assist you. Please endeavour not to leave the completion of the 
forms, locating the documents or photocopying them, to the last moment before the meetings.  
Notes: i) The forms are not dissimilar to those completed when undertaking a volunteer role initially.  
ii) Use black ink in completing the forms.  
iii) When completing the ‘Volunteer Registration Form’, you are not required to provide again, two referees (see pg3 of  form). 
 
If you are unable to attend the meeting on the 18th July, our parish safeguarding representatives, Peter and Diane will be available in 
the parish hall on Sunday 11th July, 9am to 5pm, to provide advice, if needed and acceptance of completed re-check applications. 
Finally, your volunteer work for our parish community throughout the year makes a tremendous difference and is very greatly appreci-
ated.  

Our Church Shop Opening Hours:   
Monday to Thursday 10.30 - 15.00 
Friday 11.00 - 15.00 
Saturday 10.30 - 15.00 
Sunday 09.00 - 12.00  

VACANCY: The Shrine of St Augustine, Ramsgate, is seeking 
to appoint a practicing Catholic as Visitor Centre Manager with 
effect from September 2021. The contract is for two years initial-
ly. The salary is £15k p.a. An interest in heritage and administra-
tive experience would be an advantage. To express an interest 
in the post please contact office@augustineshrine.co.uk ”  
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PARISH MATTERS 

Bishop Robert Barron tells the story of the origins of the feast of Corpus Christi in his series entitled “Catholicism”. 
In 1263 a German priest, Fr. Peter of Prague, made a pilgrimage to Rome. He stopped in Bolsena, Italy, to cele-
brate Mass at the Church of St. Christina. At the time he was having doubts about Jesus being truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. He was affected by the growing debate among certain theologians who, for the first time in 
the history of the Church, began introducing doubts about the Body and Blood of Christ being actually present in 
the consecrated bread and wine.  
While Fr Peter was celebrating Mass, at the time of consecration blood started seeping from the consecrated host 
and onto the altar and corporal.  Fr. Peter reported this miracle to Pope Urban IV, who at the time was nearby in 
Orvieto. The pope sent delegates to investigate and ordered that host and blood-stained corporal be brought to 
Orvieto. The relics were then placed in the Cathedral of Orvieto, where they remain today.  Pope Urban instituted 
Corpus Christi for the Universal Church and celebrated it for the first time in Orvieto in 1264, a year after the Eu-
charistic Miracle in Bolsena. 
Inspired by the miracle, the Pope also commissioned a Dominican friar, St. Thomas Aquinas, to compose the 
Mass and Office for the feast of Corpus Christi. Aquinas' hymns in honour of the Holy Eucharist, “Pange 
Lingua”, “Tantum Ergo”, “Panis Angelicus”, and “O Salutaris Hostia” we still sing today, not only on the feast of 
Corpus Christi but throughout the year during Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
In years past this feast was celebrated on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday but it has been transferred to the 
Sunday.  Corpus Christi is observed as a public holiday in: Austria, Brazil, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Colombia, Croatia, Dominican Republic, Haiti, East Timor, parts of Germany, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Panama, 
Peru, Poland, Portugal, San Marino, parts of Spain and Switzerland, Grenada, Saint Lucia, and Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
The celebration of the Corpus Christi feast was suppressed during the Reformation in Protestant churches. Today 
the Church of England celebrates the feast on the same day but is know as the Day of Thanksgiving for the Insti-
tution of Holy Communion.    
Today our children will be receiving Jesus in Holy Communion for the first time. As we congratulate them and their 
families, we are able to celebrate this wonderful gift that Jesus has given us.  Pope St John Paul in his letter Ec-
clesia de Eucharistica (2003) sought to rekindle the sense of amazement that should fill us when we gather for 
Mass.  
My dear friend Bishop Michael Evans wrote: “The Church draws her life from the Eucharist, This truth does not 
simply express a daily experience of faith, but recapitulates the heart of the mystery of the Church. In a variety of 
ways she joyfully experiences the constant fulfilment of the promise; “Lo I am with you always, to the close of the 
age.” (Mt 28:20), but in the Holy Eucharist, through the changing of the bread and wine into the body and blood of 
the Lord, she rejoices in this presence with unique intensity. (Ecclesia de Eucharistis No 1)”  
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12.15: Baptism of Marsie Parr 
3.00 pm FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS 
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 After Mass, Adoration until 1.30pm 
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer 
7.30pm: Alison & Brian - wedding(12/6) (O’Gorman Fam.) 
 
Saturday 12th June:  The Immaculate Heart of the BVM  
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10.30am - 11.30pm:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: John, Stasia and Christine - RIP  
6.00 pm (Vigil):  Margaret Green (née Owen) - RIP (Connelly) 
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8.00am:  People of the Parish 

9.30am:  Dr John Dillon (D.P. Evans) 
11.00am: Michael Reynolds - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
 Baptism of  Scarlett & Jessica Maguire during Mass 
6.00 pm: Sister Andrea Thomas Kartharan CJ - recovery  
 (Helen Nattrass) 

COLLECTIONS:  Our retiring collections: 
This weekend: 5/6 June: SVP  - This collection is early due 
to other, Diocesan collections during June so please give gener-
ously. 

Next weekend: 12/13 June: Catholic Trust for England 
and Wales (CaTEW)  - This collection supports the legal, finan-
cial and charitable activities of the Bishops’ Conference, its de-
partments, agencies and offices.  The collection helps supply 
the Bishops of England and Wales with the revenue necessary 
for the central administration of the Church in this country. 
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16th Canterbury (St Thomas’) Scout Group. 
Unfortunately, due to Covid reasons we have not been able to 
meet with the young people since March 2020.  

But if things go according to plan, we will be back in September 
2021. 
Before we stopped meeting, we were a very healthy and strong 
group and although we have lost both young and adult members 
during the break, we would like to get back to being a strong 
group again! But to do this we are looking for adult help. We 
need adult leaders who can help us on a Thursday evening in all 
sections during term time. Plus, camping in some holiday time. 
Beavers. (aged 6 - 8 years) 4.45pm - 6.00pm;  

Cubs.     (aged 8 - 10 years) 5.45pm - 7.40pm 
Scouts.  (aged 10 - 14 years) 7.15pm - 9.15pm 
Training will be given, and every adult will need to undertake an 
enhanced D.B.S check.  For more information please contact 
Pam Johnson on email Scouts.be.prepared@outlook.com   
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With reference to the notice in the parish bulletin last weekend from the safeguarding office of the archdiocese, providing notice that 
about 75 volunteers currently holding DBS clearance, in this parish, (except volunteers with DBS certificates less than three years 
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Notes: i) The forms are not dissimilar to those completed when undertaking a volunteer role initially.  
ii) Use black ink in completing the forms.  
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If you are unable to attend the meeting on the 18th July, our parish safeguarding representatives, Peter and Diane will be available in 
the parish hall on Sunday 11th July, 9am to 5pm, to provide advice, if needed and acceptance of completed re-check applications. 
Finally, your volunteer work for our parish community throughout the year makes a tremendous difference and is very greatly appreci-
ated.  
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