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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
All peoples, clap your hands.
Cry to God with shouts of joy!

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, who through the grace of adoption
chose us to be children of light,
grant, we pray, 
that we may not be wrapped in the darkness  
 of error
but always be seen to stand in the bright light  
 of truth.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

Death was not God’s doing,
he takes no pleasure in the extinction of the  
 living.
To be – for this he created all;
the world’s created things have health in  
 them,
in them no fatal poison can be found,
and Hades holds no power on earth;
for virtue is undying.
Yet God did make man imperishable,
he made him in the image of his own nature;
it was the devil’s envy that brought death into  
 the world,
as those who are his partners will discover.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 29

Response:
I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me.

1.  I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued  
   me
  and have not let my enemies rejoice over  
   me.
  O Lord, you have raised my soul from the  
   dead,
  restored me to life from those who sink  
   into the grave. (R.)

2.  Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love  
   him,
  give thanks to his holy name.

  His anger lasts but a moment; his favour  
   through life.
  At night there are tears, but joy comes  
   with dawn. (R.)

3.  The Lord listened and had pity.
  The Lord came to my help.
  For me you have changed my mourning  
   into dancing.
  O Lord My God, I will thank you for ever.  
   (R.)

SECOND READING  2 Corinthians 8:7. 9. 13-15

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to 
the Corinthians.

You always have the most of everything – of 
faith, of eloquence, of understanding, of 
keenness for any cause, and the biggest 
share of our affection – so we expect you 
to put the most into this work of mercy too. 
Remember how generous the Lord Jesus 
was; he was rich, but he became poor 
for your sake, to make you rich out of his 
poverty. This does not mean that to give 
relief to others you ought to make things 
difficult for yourselves: it is a question of 
balancing what happens to be your surplus 
now against their present need, and one day 
they may have something to spare that will 
supply your own need. That is how we strike 
a balance: as scripture says: The man who 
gathered much had none too much, the man 
who gathered little did not go short.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your words are spirit, Lord,
and they are life:
you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Mark 5:21-43

(For shorter form read between > <)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Mark.

>When Jesus had crossed in the boat to the 
other side, a large crowd gathered round 
him and he stayed by the lakeside. Then one 
of the synagogue officials came up, Jairus 
by name, and seeing him, fell at his feet and 
pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “My little 
daughter is desperately sick. Do come and 
lay your hands on her to make her better and 
save her life.” Jesus went with him and a 
large crowd followed him; they were pressing 
all round him.<
 Now there was a woman who had suffered 
from a haemorrhage for twelve years; after 
long and painful treatment under various 
doctors, she had spent all she had without 
being any the better for it, in fact, she was 
getting worse. She had heard about Jesus, 
and she came up behind him through the 
crowd and touched his cloak. “If I can touch 
even his clothes,” she had told herself “I 
shall be well again.” And the source of the 
bleeding dried up instantly, and she felt in 
herself that she was cured of her complaint. 
Immediately aware that power had gone out 
from him Jesus turned round in the crowd 
and said, “Who touched my clothes?” His 
disciples said to him, “You see how the 
crowd is pressing round you and yet you 
say, ‘Who touched me?’” But he continued 
to look all round to see who had done it. 

Then the woman came forward, frightened 
and trembling because she knew what had 
happened to her, and she fell at his feet and 
told him the whole truth. “My daughter,” 
he said “your faith has restored you to 
health; go in peace and be free from your 
complaint.”
 While he was still speaking > some people 
arrived from the house of the synagogue 
official to say, “Your daughter is dead: why 
put the Master to any further trouble?” But 
Jesus had overheard this remark of theirs 
and he said to the official, “Do not be afraid; 
only have faith.” And he allowed no one to 
go with him except Peter and James and 
John the brother of James. So they came 
to the official’s house and Jesus noticed all 
the commotion, with people weeping and 
wailing unrestrainedly. He went in and said to 
them, “Why all this commotion and crying? 
The child is not dead, but asleep.” But they 
laughed at him. So he turned them all out 
and, taking with him the child’s father and 
mother and his own companions, he went 
into the place where the child lay. And taking 
the child by the hand he said to her, “Talitha, 
kum!” which means, “Little girl, I tell you 
to get up.” The little girl got up at once and 
began to walk about, for she was twelve 
years old. At this they were overcome with 
astonishment, and he ordered them strictly 
not to let anyone know about it, and told 
them to give her something to eat. 

The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the
 Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living
 and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who graciously accomplish
the effects of your mysteries,
grant, we pray,
that the deeds by which we serve you
may be worthy of these sacred gifts.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all within me, his holy name.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May this divine sacrifice we have offered and  
 received
fill us with life, O Lord, we pray,
so that, bound to you in lasting charity,
we may bear fruit that lasts for ever.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The story of the cure of the woman with the haemorrhage takes place 
while Jesus is on his way to the house of Jairus, where he restores Jairus’ 
daughter to life. 
The woman with the haemorrhage is suffering unbelievably. She has been bleeding for 
twelve years. She has gone from one doctor to another, spending all her money on useless 
treatments. She is broke and desperate.

In Jesus’ day, blood was considered to be a person’s life-force. People who bled 
were avoided and isolated out of fear of ritual contamination. So, together with the 
haemorrhaging, the woman was socially isolated within her own community. She had no 
life and no future. 

She has heard about Jesus and, summoning up her faith, she touches his clothes. She is 
cured instantly. She touches him and she is restored to health. Her life has been given back 
to her. n 

THE WORD Year B • Psalter Week 1

SAY
“Lord, I thank you for the gift 
of faith. Help me to keep on 
believing and trusting in you. 
Amen.”

Think about how you touch those close to 
you – your family, friends, schoolmates, 
work colleagues. How healing is your touch? 
Embrace someone close to you today, let 
them feel the warmth of your love. 

DO

THE POWER 
OF TOUCH 
MARK 5:21-43

Jesus knew the importance of 
physical touch. Remember how the 
fever leaves Peter’s mother-in-law 

as soon as Jesus touches her. His touch 
alone is sufficient.

Over and over again in the Gospels, the 
same story is repeated. Jesus meets 
someone who is ill or has a disability. 
He touches them, and their health is 
restored. The blind see, the crippled walk, 
haemorrhages are cured, even the dead 
are restored to life. All are made new 
again through the power of his healing 
touch.

Jesus’ words alone would have done the 
job but he is tactile. Deliberately tactile. 
He knows how powerful and healing 
physical touch can be. Even to touch 
Jesus’ clothes, as the woman with the 
haemorrhage does, is sufficient to be 
made whole again. 

Jesus’ use of the power of touch is an 
opportunity for us to reflect on how we 
touch others. It reminds us that we touch 

each other in many different ways – not 
just physically, but through word and 
gesture also. It reminds us that touch can 
be positive or negative. It can build up or 
knock down; it can be constructive and 
life-enhancing or destructive and life-
diminishing. 

We can touch someone with a warm hug 
or embrace or we can touch someone 
with a slap or a blow or a beating. The 
statistics tell us that domestic violence 
and physical and sexual abuse are major 
problems in our society.

We can touch someone with a word of 
encouragement or gratitude or love. Or 
we can touch someone with a word of 
contempt or anger or abuse. We know 
that words have the power to wound as 
deeply as any physical assault. Bullying in 
schools and in the workplace is endemic, 
facilitated by social media platforms like 
Facebook and Twitter. 

We can touch someone with a gesture 
that shows respect or appreciation or 
thanks. A thumbs-up, a smile, a nod. Or 
we can touch someone with a gesture that 

shows anger or contempt or impatience. 
Think of the incidents of road rage or of 
the snarl of disapproval of someone who 
is perhaps socially inept or that we look 
down on.

Jesus’ touch gave people life. All he said 
and did gave people life. He gives us 
life even now in the Eucharist and the 
sacraments.

And that’s our challenge – to invite 
Jesus to touch and transform us, in the 
Eucharist, in the sacraments, in our life of 
prayer.

Our challenge also is to bring the gentle 
touch of Jesus to all whose lives touch 
ours. That all our acts of touch will be acts 
of love and tenderness and affection.
That all the words we use will be gentle 
and encouraging and constructive.
That all the gestures we make will be 
supportive and uplifting and positive.
That all the ways in which we touch 
others will be life-enhancing and grace-
filled, as Jesus’ actions were. n

REFLECT

Jesus’ healing power can overcome all 
barriers that isolate and imprison us. Jairus 
was isolated by being part of the religious 
establishment that opposed Jesus. Yet his 
love for his daughter triggered within him 
the courage to cross that barrier and save his 
daughter. The haemorrhaging woman was 
isolated by her illness. Yet her desperation 
for a life in the community led her to touch 
Jesus in faith. Both were freed. 

What are the barriers to freedom in your life? 
What might it mean for you to hear Jesus 
say to you today: “Do not fear; just keep on 
believing”?

LEARN
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
All peoples, clap your hands.
Cry to God with shouts of joy!

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, who through the grace of adoption
chose us to be children of light,
grant, we pray, 
that we may not be wrapped in the darkness  
 of error
but always be seen to stand in the bright light  
 of truth.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Wisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

Death was not God’s doing,
he takes no pleasure in the extinction of the  
 living.
To be – for this he created all;
the world’s created things have health in  
 them,
in them no fatal poison can be found,
and Hades holds no power on earth;
for virtue is undying.
Yet God did make man imperishable,
he made him in the image of his own nature;
it was the devil’s envy that brought death into  
 the world,
as those who are his partners will discover.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 29

Response:
I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me.

1.  I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued  
   me
  and have not let my enemies rejoice over  
   me.
  O Lord, you have raised my soul from the  
   dead,
  restored me to life from those who sink  
   into the grave. (R.)

2.  Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love  
   him,
  give thanks to his holy name.

  His anger lasts but a moment; his favour  
   through life.
  At night there are tears, but joy comes  
   with dawn. (R.)

3.  The Lord listened and had pity.
  The Lord came to my help.
  For me you have changed my mourning  
   into dancing.
  O Lord My God, I will thank you for ever.  
   (R.)

SECOND READING  2 Corinthians 8:7. 9. 13-15

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to 
the Corinthians.

You always have the most of everything – of 
faith, of eloquence, of understanding, of 
keenness for any cause, and the biggest 
share of our affection – so we expect you 
to put the most into this work of mercy too. 
Remember how generous the Lord Jesus 
was; he was rich, but he became poor 
for your sake, to make you rich out of his 
poverty. This does not mean that to give 
relief to others you ought to make things 
difficult for yourselves: it is a question of 
balancing what happens to be your surplus 
now against their present need, and one day 
they may have something to spare that will 
supply your own need. That is how we strike 
a balance: as scripture says: The man who 
gathered much had none too much, the man 
who gathered little did not go short.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your words are spirit, Lord,
and they are life:
you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Mark 5:21-43

(For shorter form read between > <)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Mark.

>When Jesus had crossed in the boat to the 
other side, a large crowd gathered round 
him and he stayed by the lakeside. Then one 
of the synagogue officials came up, Jairus 
by name, and seeing him, fell at his feet and 
pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “My little 
daughter is desperately sick. Do come and 
lay your hands on her to make her better and 
save her life.” Jesus went with him and a 
large crowd followed him; they were pressing 
all round him.<
 Now there was a woman who had suffered 
from a haemorrhage for twelve years; after 
long and painful treatment under various 
doctors, she had spent all she had without 
being any the better for it, in fact, she was 
getting worse. She had heard about Jesus, 
and she came up behind him through the 
crowd and touched his cloak. “If I can touch 
even his clothes,” she had told herself “I 
shall be well again.” And the source of the 
bleeding dried up instantly, and she felt in 
herself that she was cured of her complaint. 
Immediately aware that power had gone out 
from him Jesus turned round in the crowd 
and said, “Who touched my clothes?” His 
disciples said to him, “You see how the 
crowd is pressing round you and yet you 
say, ‘Who touched me?’” But he continued 
to look all round to see who had done it. 

Then the woman came forward, frightened 
and trembling because she knew what had 
happened to her, and she fell at his feet and 
told him the whole truth. “My daughter,” 
he said “your faith has restored you to 
health; go in peace and be free from your 
complaint.”
 While he was still speaking > some people 
arrived from the house of the synagogue 
official to say, “Your daughter is dead: why 
put the Master to any further trouble?” But 
Jesus had overheard this remark of theirs 
and he said to the official, “Do not be afraid; 
only have faith.” And he allowed no one to 
go with him except Peter and James and 
John the brother of James. So they came 
to the official’s house and Jesus noticed all 
the commotion, with people weeping and 
wailing unrestrainedly. He went in and said to 
them, “Why all this commotion and crying? 
The child is not dead, but asleep.” But they 
laughed at him. So he turned them all out 
and, taking with him the child’s father and 
mother and his own companions, he went 
into the place where the child lay. And taking 
the child by the hand he said to her, “Talitha, 
kum!” which means, “Little girl, I tell you 
to get up.” The little girl got up at once and 
began to walk about, for she was twelve 
years old. At this they were overcome with 
astonishment, and he ordered them strictly 
not to let anyone know about it, and told 
them to give her something to eat. 

The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the
 Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living
 and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who graciously accomplish
the effects of your mysteries,
grant, we pray,
that the deeds by which we serve you
may be worthy of these sacred gifts.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all within me, his holy name.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May this divine sacrifice we have offered and  
 received
fill us with life, O Lord, we pray,
so that, bound to you in lasting charity,
we may bear fruit that lasts for ever.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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daughter to life. 
The woman with the haemorrhage is suffering unbelievably. She has been bleeding for 
twelve years. She has gone from one doctor to another, spending all her money on useless 
treatments. She is broke and desperate.

In Jesus’ day, blood was considered to be a person’s life-force. People who bled 
were avoided and isolated out of fear of ritual contamination. So, together with the 
haemorrhaging, the woman was socially isolated within her own community. She had no 
life and no future. 

She has heard about Jesus and, summoning up her faith, she touches his clothes. She is 
cured instantly. She touches him and she is restored to health. Her life has been given back 
to her. n 
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SAY
“Lord, I thank you for the gift 
of faith. Help me to keep on 
believing and trusting in you. 
Amen.”

Think about how you touch those close to 
you – your family, friends, schoolmates, 
work colleagues. How healing is your touch? 
Embrace someone close to you today, let 
them feel the warmth of your love. 

DO

THE POWER 
OF TOUCH 
MARK 5:21-43

Jesus knew the importance of 
physical touch. Remember how the 
fever leaves Peter’s mother-in-law 

as soon as Jesus touches her. His touch 
alone is sufficient.

Over and over again in the Gospels, the 
same story is repeated. Jesus meets 
someone who is ill or has a disability. 
He touches them, and their health is 
restored. The blind see, the crippled walk, 
haemorrhages are cured, even the dead 
are restored to life. All are made new 
again through the power of his healing 
touch.

Jesus’ words alone would have done the 
job but he is tactile. Deliberately tactile. 
He knows how powerful and healing 
physical touch can be. Even to touch 
Jesus’ clothes, as the woman with the 
haemorrhage does, is sufficient to be 
made whole again. 

Jesus’ use of the power of touch is an 
opportunity for us to reflect on how we 
touch others. It reminds us that we touch 

each other in many different ways – not 
just physically, but through word and 
gesture also. It reminds us that touch can 
be positive or negative. It can build up or 
knock down; it can be constructive and 
life-enhancing or destructive and life-
diminishing. 

We can touch someone with a warm hug 
or embrace or we can touch someone 
with a slap or a blow or a beating. The 
statistics tell us that domestic violence 
and physical and sexual abuse are major 
problems in our society.

We can touch someone with a word of 
encouragement or gratitude or love. Or 
we can touch someone with a word of 
contempt or anger or abuse. We know 
that words have the power to wound as 
deeply as any physical assault. Bullying in 
schools and in the workplace is endemic, 
facilitated by social media platforms like 
Facebook and Twitter. 

We can touch someone with a gesture 
that shows respect or appreciation or 
thanks. A thumbs-up, a smile, a nod. Or 
we can touch someone with a gesture that 

shows anger or contempt or impatience. 
Think of the incidents of road rage or of 
the snarl of disapproval of someone who 
is perhaps socially inept or that we look 
down on.

Jesus’ touch gave people life. All he said 
and did gave people life. He gives us 
life even now in the Eucharist and the 
sacraments.

And that’s our challenge – to invite 
Jesus to touch and transform us, in the 
Eucharist, in the sacraments, in our life of 
prayer.

Our challenge also is to bring the gentle 
touch of Jesus to all whose lives touch 
ours. That all our acts of touch will be acts 
of love and tenderness and affection.
That all the words we use will be gentle 
and encouraging and constructive.
That all the gestures we make will be 
supportive and uplifting and positive.
That all the ways in which we touch 
others will be life-enhancing and grace-
filled, as Jesus’ actions were. n

REFLECT

Jesus’ healing power can overcome all 
barriers that isolate and imprison us. Jairus 
was isolated by being part of the religious 
establishment that opposed Jesus. Yet his 
love for his daughter triggered within him 
the courage to cross that barrier and save his 
daughter. The haemorrhaging woman was 
isolated by her illness. Yet her desperation 
for a life in the community led her to touch 
Jesus in faith. Both were freed. 

What are the barriers to freedom in your life? 
What might it mean for you to hear Jesus 
say to you today: “Do not fear; just keep on 
believing”?

LEARN



 

 

PARISH MATTERS 

Last Thursday I went to see the excellent exhibition on Thomas Becket at The British Museum.  
I loved the wonderful Baptismal font from Sweden on which were carved the martyrdom of St Thomas as well as 
images of Christ baptism. For me a highlight was the display were some of the miracle windows that surround the 
Trinity Chapel with a very helpful explanation of the scenes depicted.  Immediately after his killing, the monks 
moped up the blood and with blood mixed with water was used by those who were sick and many healings 
occurred. Because of the many healing attributed to Thomas that he was declared saint three years later and his 
cult became one of the most widely celebrated in the Middle Ages. 
 
 It was only twenty years after his martyrdom his body was moved with great ceremony from the crypt to a new 
shrine in the Cathedral’s Trinity Chapel. As one of the displays at the exhibition says: the ritual, called “The 
translation:” was masterminded by Stephen Langton, the Archbishop of Canterbury. On display was a seal of 
Stephen Langton on which was depicted in miniature detail the tiny sword point and a skull fragment falling to the 
floor. The Latin reads “May the death portrayed without be for you a life of love within”. The translation ceremony 
of 1220 apparently was a glorious spectacle attended by the boy king Henry III of England and representatives of 
the European elite. No expense was spared for the celebrations. Canterbury’s fountains flowed with wine and the 
feasting lasted for days. On display at the exhibition was a picture of a manuscript containing a new liturgy for the 
service that was composed by Stephen Langton himself. There is a picture of Archbishop Stephen blessing the 
body of St Thomas taken from the Stowe breviary.  
 
Last year was the 800 anniversary of this translation of his body and the 850 anniversary of St Thomas 
martyrdom. Obviously because of the pandemic the events planned by the Cathedral and ourselves didn’t 
happen. This year, 801 years later, we have been given permission by the Dean and Cathedral Chapter to 
celebrate the feast of the translation with Mass   Our Archbishop, John Wilson, has very kindly agreed to be 
principal celebrant and preach.  There will be a restricted number allowed to attend, so that we are able to 
observe the proper social distancing and celebrate safely. I do hope that some of you will be able to attend the 
Mass on Tuesday 7th July at 7:30pm. You will need a ticket that you can get through our website. 
 
What has St Thomas of Canterbury to say to you and me today?  He was willing to give up his position of power 
and prestige for the truth.  As Cardinal Donald Wuerl, the retired bishop of Washington wrote “He and all martyrs 
today declare to the world that Christian faith is worth the price, no matter how high. We must make it our mission 
to live in communion with them, to reecho their testimony to all the world, standing in solidarity with those who are 
suffering today. In this, they and we are not alone. We stand with the whole Church on earth and with the saints 
and angels in heaven, one people in Christ.”  
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Parish Administrator:  Miss Linda Scott 
St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON 

University of Kent Chaplaincy:  Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com   
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539) 
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200) 

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,  
Thursdays and Fridays 10am to 3.00pm  

(closed 1.00pm to 1.30pm for lunch) 

From Fr Anthony ... 

Please remember in your prayers:  

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes, 

Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary 

Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth 

Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam,  

Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our parish), Fr John Slater, Jennifer 

Lang, Pauline Lilford, Barbara Markham, Patricia Gray , Patrick 

Sellars, Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Jean Boyce and 

Sandra Monger 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 

Patricia Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski, Chris Bateman, Pia 

Iannacci, Antonio Iannacci, Ellen Fitzgerald ,Anna Koeller, Fr 

Michael Gwinnell, Ann Sexton, Paulina Manfredini, Fr Michael 

Boland, Fr George Webster, Theresa Ramsundar, Canon Frank 

O’Sullivan, Margaret Willis, Rev Paul Saunders, Sylvia Guy, Pat 

Gill, Baby Layla Green, Paul Card, Alan Skeet, Rodolfo Ignacio, 

Isabella Bannon, HRH Prince Philip - Duke of Edinburgh, Dean 

Brazier, Marion Nash, Fr Kevin Alban (O.Carm) and Apollonia 

Citro 

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:  

Vera Rose Fletcher, Roy Williams 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED 
 
6..00 pm (Vigil):  Tsige Buta - RIP (Anniv.) 
(Tsige Sherington) 
 
Sunday, 27th June:  Thirteenth Sunday (B) Mk 5: 21-43 
8.00am:  John Nolan - RIP (Sue Nolan) 
9.30am:  for Filipino Community & families 
11.00am: Maurine & George Handley - RIP (Handley Fam) 
4.00 pm: Polish Community Mass 
6.00 pm: People of the Parish 
 
Monday 28th June:  St Irenaeus Mt 8: 18-22 
7.30 am Agnes Nattrass - RIP (Helen Nattrass) 
12 noon: Funeral Service of Apollonia Citro 

6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer 
 
Tuesday 29th June:  Sts Peter and Paul  Mt 16: 13-19  
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
9.30 am: Florinda Allcorn - welfare (Anna Purnell) 
12 noon: For the family of Pauline Emekwue 
6.00 pm: Live streamed Prayer 
8.00 pm: Priestly and religious vocations (Fr Matt) 
 
Wednesday 30th June: First Martyrs of the Holy Roman  
                       Church   Mt 8:28-34 
7.30 am: Veronica Paterson - RIP (Geraldine Yates) 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Winifred Cobb - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer 
 
Thursday 1st July: St Oliver Plunket Mt 9: 1-8 
7.30 am: People of the Parish 
12 noon: Robert Paterson - RIP (Geraldine Yates) 
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer 
7 - 8pm:  Adoration for Young Adults with Fr John 
 
Friday  2nd July: Feria  Mt 9: 9-13 
10h40: Funeral of late Bianca Wood at Barham 
12 noon: Thomas Paterson - RIP (Geraldine Yates) 
 After Mass, Adoration until 1.30pm 
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer 
7.30pm: Intentions of Archbishop John 
 
Saturday 3rd July:  St Thomas, Apostle Jn 20: 24-29 
10.30am - 11.30am:  Reconciliation and Adoration 
12 noon: Students at St Anselm’s & St Thomas’ Schools 
6.00 pm (Vigil):  Mr Natarajan and Family 
 
Sunday, 4th July:  Fourteenth Sunday (B) Mk 6: 1-6 
8.00am:  Intentions of the Holy Father, Pope Francis 
9.30am:  Marion Nash - RIP (Mary Reynolds) 
11.00am: Pat, Eamonn & Michele Scully - welfare 
12.15: Baptism of Keitu Berzin 
6.00 pm:  People of the Parish 
 
 
 

COLLECTIONS:  Our retiring collections: 
This weekend: 26/27 June: Peter’s Pence. This collection 
provides the means  with which the Holy Father and the Apos-
tolic See exercise works of mercy and charity, and Services of 
the Universal Church. These offerings to the Holy Father are 
destined to church needs, humanitarian initiatives and social 
promotion projects, as well as to the support of the Holy See. 
Next weekend: 03/04 July: Columban Mission Appeal.  At 
the heart of their work is the call to help people become fully 
human, to help establish a world of peace with justice and care 
for the integrity of creation in solidarity with the poor. We wel-
come Fr John Bowles who will speak to us about their work. 

Safeguarding – Volunteers - Disclosure & Barring – Re-
check Meetings 11th & 18th July 2021 
Dear Volunteer, 
Last weekend, over 50 form packs were distributed to parish 
volunteers applying for  a DBS re-check, in readiness for the 
meetings in July.  
Please note: when completing the ‘Volunteer Registration 
Form’, you are not required to provide two referees (page 3). 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Safe-
guarding Representative, Peter Jones on the email Canterbur-
ysg2@safeguardrcaos.org.uk 

LIVESTREAMING IN CHURCH .  Parishioners are reminded 
that we use livestreaming for all Masses.  If any services are to 
be recorded we will inform the parish of those specific services. 

Grief to Grace Vacancy 
Administrative Assistant (Part-time) 
Hours: Initially 17.5 hours per week. 
20 days annual leave plus statutory holidays 
Salary: pro rata £32K full-time (i.e. £16k). 
Start Date: As soon as possible. 
Grief to Grace (www.grieftograceuk.org), a small charity offering 
spiritual and psychological healing to those who have been trau-
matized by historical sexual abuse or other types of abuse, are 
seeking a person of sensitivity, flexibility and initiative for the 
post of administrator (part-time) based at their registered office 
in Wimbledon, London, SW19.  Please see poster in Narthex for 
details.  For a Job description and application form please email: 
info@grieftograceuk.org 
Closing date for applications: Wednesday 30th June 2021.  

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
Stage 1 for children from 3 to 6 years of age. 
If anyone is interested and would like to know more there is a 
website: www.cgsuk.org  and you are welcome to email Janice  
Campion at janice.campion@googlemail.com.  

SECOND COLLECTIONS GIFT AIDING 
Thank you to all who so generously support our regular second 
collections.  When making these donations, please do not use 
your Parish Gift Aid ordinary envelopes (small envelopes with an 
unique number) for donations to SVP  or CAFOD or other or-
ganisations because we cannot, by law, transfer gift aid dona-
tions between organisations.  SVP and CAFOD gift aid enve-
lopes are available in the Narthex or please speak to Linda in 
the office.  Your help is appreciated.  

Marriage Enrichment: Building a Better Marriage – MFL 
Southwark 
An online  ‘Building a Better Marriage’ opportunity is being held 
on Saturday 10 July 2021 between 9 am -1 pm.    For further 
information contact Carole: Tel: 07983 524 727 or email: 
mflkent@rcaos.org.uk 

MFL Bereavement "Grief and Loss, Hope in Christ" retreat 
weekend - Aylesford Priory 8 - 10th October 2021. 
For more information, please contact the Retreat House: 01622 
717272 or email enquiry@thefriars.org.uk 

2nd Collect: Columban 
Missions Appeal 

2nd Collect: 
Peter’s Pence 

Summertime 2021 Altar Servers Summer Break 
Tuesday 3 – Friday 6 August 
Following last year's cancellation, we are pleased to announce 
that this annual activity is back for altar servers aged 10 - 15 
years within Southwark Diocese.  Summertime 2021 will take 
place at the Oratory School in Reading and will open with Mass 
celebrated by Archbishop John Wilson. Activities will include 
talks, discussions, prayer, daily Mass, as well as sport, a trip to 
Thorpe Park and Swimming. 
A coach is being provided from St. Anselm’s, Dartford, and the 
cost of £165 covers all board and lodging, Thorpe Park and 
swimming. 
For more details, please see poster and forms in the Narthex or 
contact Fr Stephen Boyle, Chaplain to the Guild of St. Stephen. 
Tel: 01322 220075 Email: dartford@rcaos.org.uk 

SAVE THE DATE:  Translation Mass in Canterbury Cathe-
dral on Wednesday, 7th July 2021 at 19h30.  ADMISSION 
BY TICKET ONLY  Tickets available via our website. 
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PARISH MATTERS 

Last Thursday I went to see the excellent exhibition on Thomas Becket at The British Museum.  
I loved the wonderful Baptismal font from Sweden on which were carved the martyrdom of St Thomas as well as 
images of Christ baptism. For me a highlight was the display were some of the miracle windows that surround the 
Trinity Chapel with a very helpful explanation of the scenes depicted.  Immediately after his killing, the monks 
moped up the blood and with blood mixed with water was used by those who were sick and many healings 
occurred. Because of the many healing attributed to Thomas that he was declared saint three years later and his 
cult became one of the most widely celebrated in the Middle Ages. 
 
 It was only twenty years after his martyrdom his body was moved with great ceremony from the crypt to a new 
shrine in the Cathedral’s Trinity Chapel. As one of the displays at the exhibition says: the ritual, called “The 
translation:” was masterminded by Stephen Langton, the Archbishop of Canterbury. On display was a seal of 
Stephen Langton on which was depicted in miniature detail the tiny sword point and a skull fragment falling to the 
floor. The Latin reads “May the death portrayed without be for you a life of love within”. The translation ceremony 
of 1220 apparently was a glorious spectacle attended by the boy king Henry III of England and representatives of 
the European elite. No expense was spared for the celebrations. Canterbury’s fountains flowed with wine and the 
feasting lasted for days. On display at the exhibition was a picture of a manuscript containing a new liturgy for the 
service that was composed by Stephen Langton himself. There is a picture of Archbishop Stephen blessing the 
body of St Thomas taken from the Stowe breviary.  
 
Last year was the 800 anniversary of this translation of his body and the 850 anniversary of St Thomas 
martyrdom. Obviously because of the pandemic the events planned by the Cathedral and ourselves didn’t 
happen. This year, 801 years later, we have been given permission by the Dean and Cathedral Chapter to 
celebrate the feast of the translation with Mass   Our Archbishop, John Wilson, has very kindly agreed to be 
principal celebrant and preach.  There will be a restricted number allowed to attend, so that we are able to 
observe the proper social distancing and celebrate safely. I do hope that some of you will be able to attend the 
Mass on Tuesday 7th July at 7:30pm. You will need a ticket that you can get through our website. 
 
What has St Thomas of Canterbury to say to you and me today?  He was willing to give up his position of power 
and prestige for the truth.  As Cardinal Donald Wuerl, the retired bishop of Washington wrote “He and all martyrs 
today declare to the world that Christian faith is worth the price, no matter how high. We must make it our mission 
to live in communion with them, to reecho their testimony to all the world, standing in solidarity with those who are 
suffering today. In this, they and we are not alone. We stand with the whole Church on earth and with the saints 
and angels in heaven, one people in Christ.”  
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