
The Church of St Thomas of Canterbury, Canterbury. 

Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  

Monday  19th October 2020 18.00 

Venue: Zoom Meeting hosted by LB 

Present: Canon Anthony (AJC), Rob Meredith (Chair; RM), Louise Beesley(LB), Lisa 
D’Agostini (LD), Fr John (JH); Saju Jose (SJ), Josephine Lewis (JL), Isy Mead (IM), Helen 
Nattrass (HN), John Renn (JR); Catherine Spratley (CS). 

Apologies: 

1.0    Fr John Howard and John Renn were welcomed as new members   

2.0     Minutes of Meeting of 20th July 2020 - accepted 

3.0     Matters arising: 

3.1 Church functioning around Covid 19: 
Not enough volunteers particularly at 11.00 mass. Latecomers add to the 
difficulty as they still need to be track and traced. Need to actively recruit more, 
in newsletter and personally. 
There was discussion about whether we would need  to turn people away  if 
there were more than 80 people or if we could move to 1metre distance as 
masks are compulsory now. With the the R level rising and us being on the cusp 
of a second pandemic wave it was decided we should remain with our current 
guidance. 
AJC muting possibility of using the Hall as an overflow. JL referred to new rules 
for using halls, including deep clean, Covid safe, notices etc which need to be 
explored. Review in consideration of Christmas. 

3.2 Website: 
Costs of running website is £176 a year, with Paul Spratley offering his support 
for free. Much praise has been received for the Website. Thanks given to CS 
and Paul for this. AJC advised of £1000 gift for the second camera. 

3.3 Alpha course: 
This is going on line, AJC will host, with CS and 2 others as volunteer assistants.  
To start on 20th January with 6 or 7 attendees. We are registered on the on line 
portal and people are being trained for this. Plan possibly Jan and Sept. 

3.4  Adult Catechesis:  
Information circulated in email. 
An online Bible Timeline course is being offered by the diocese. Advertised on 
the website and the newsletter. 
Within the parish, we could consider live-streamed talks in the church. 



3.5  Development of the Hall: 
IM has been liaising with Mike Lilford and others within the parish. She will 
summarise this in a document to circulate.                        Action IM 
A diocesan fundraising course was cancelled, but hope to hold in January. 
Some health and safety issues need addressing.  Lift is now working, with 
dedicated telephone line, but needs upgrading. JR advised approaching the 
Baptist Church community who transformed their church and use for outreach.  
The night shelter is not running this year anywhere in the country because of 
Covid. IM has approached Porchlight to enquire if there are ways we can help. 

3.6  Father Sylvester leaving. 
More than £6000 raised for his charity. He was very happy with this.  
The excellent response to this campaign may inform others in the future. 

4.0     Proposals for Shrine:  

A document by Ian Knowles was sent by email. AJC has formally asked Ian to draw 
up a proposal.  He will consider redesigning the space and appropriate icons.  CS 
questioned priority for funding of outstanding projects such as the Narthex, this is 
on hold at the moment.  
JL met with Alice Atlee who represents the British Pilgrimage Society. they had 
plans for people to walk the Old Way which is on hold now.  They planned to sleep 
on church floors on the way, we offered our hall. We will be the final terminus. IM 
suggested we may want to consider extending the welcome to include a spiritual 
experience. 
AJC reported that 6 student pilgrims came in July and were welcomed. 

5.0      Feedback from Other Committees: 
Liturgy committee: meeting to consider Advent and Christmas outstanding. 
Finance committee: Full figures not available, but still anticipate £25000 debt.   
Contactless giving has started, Just Giving is working and standing orders have 
increased. Wondered whether the total matched that of pre-pandemic giving.  

6.0     AOB: 
IM: Has had enquiries about whether there are plans for a volunteer telephone 
support system for those that may welcome this, where parishioners can offer to 
phone people who feel more isolated. CS said she could put something on the 
website about this, although she will check that SVP are  not dealing with this 
already.                                Action CS  
    
IM asked if some form of socially distanced social activity could be considered - a 
film, or social, for those more isolated.  Folkestone holds something similar 
involving tea, or films. This is not possible at present with  the ‘rule of 6’.  

AJC: on Canterbury Cathedral Website, Cressida, the archivist is doing a series of 
‘Look and See’ about Thomas Becket.   David Fenton will contribute something 
about the Rose Window. CS can link to this on the website.                   Action CS 
The archbishop has put 7th July 2021 in his diary for the Translation Mass. 
Not clear if the Feast Day Vespers in December will be possible. 



CS. If anyone wants to add anything to the website please let her know, always 
welcome new material. This is then passed through to AJC for approval. similarly 
any contributions to the e-newsletter would be appreciated.  
She questioned whether it would be an idea to have a representative from the 
Finance Committee at our meeting to have a joint approach to priorities.  AJC 
suggested minutes should be shared.               Action AJC & LB 
Suggested bimonthly PPC meetings -  This was agreed, to start from January. We 
will offer different days of the week for these more frequent meetings.                              
        Action LB & All 

HN: When feasible HN would like to organise another film morning. She has a film 
‘Outside the City’ about a Cistercian Community at Mount St Bernard and would like 
to show this and ask filmmaker Nick Haymar (whom she has met) to come to 
speak. 

JL: In July the Times had an article about Thomas Becket, from someone doing the 
Old Way in a camper van. JL was concerned that our Church was not mentioned 
and sent a letter in response. The next day she received a phone call from William 
Cash, the editor of the Catholic Herald, who was the person doing this and she 
arranged for Fr Anthony talked to him when he came to the Church. 

LD invited AJC to be involved in a pandemic special nativity. 

JR asked if Church opening times will change with change to winter time. It will be 
reduced. 

7.0     Dates of Future Meetings: 
  
  Monday 25th January 2021 18.00


