
The Church of St Thomas of Canterbury, Canterbury.
Notes of the Parish Pastoral Council AGM Meeting

Sunday15th March 2020 at12.15

Venue: St Thomas’ Hall

The meeting began with a prayer.

1. Matters arising from last AGM:
i. Large hymn books are are now available at the back of the church.
ii. Pat Moore is the new sacristan.

     iii    Deacons: Still seeking individual. Day planned to inform about the role.
     iv.   Progress of Shrine: The Church is now designated as a shrine
     v.    Alpha course is to be set up, planned for later part of the year. Volunteers needed. 
     vi.   Integration of communities attending masses: Open air mass and tea dances this 

year.

2.  Report of Chair: 

Rob Meredith introduced committee members: Saju Jose has just joined the 
committee, Louise Beesley is secretary, Catherine Spratley organises the website, 
Helen Nattrass worked with Josephine Lewis in developing the shrine and organising a 
Pilgrimage welcome committee. Other members include Lisa D’Agostini, head of St 
Thomas Primary School, Isy Mead, Mary Francis and of course Canon Anthony. 
Christine Robinson has recently resigned from the committee.

The achievements this year have been the development of the website, thanks were 
given to Catherine and Paul Spratley for their work on this; the development of St 
Thomas as a designated shrine, planning for Becket 2020 and a highly successful 
Open Air Mass. We are fortunate to have two very dedicated priests and good linkage 
between the Church and our Catholic schools. 

Rob thanked all members of the committee. Many started two years ago and we need 
to be careful that they do not leave too close together. Committee members have a 3 
year term and can serve for up to two terms. This should  allow new vibrancy to be 
introduced.

3. Report of Canon Anthony:

Canon Anthony described himself as shepherd leader who leads the sacramental life of 
the parish.  He has passed the 5 year mark now and is happy and settled.

He thanked Fr Sylvester, for his work and support, he is in his second year and 
celebrated his 20th anniversary of priesthood this year. Thanks were given also to 
Linda Scott, administrator, and Andre and Yola, He welcomed Canon John O’Toole as 
a new resident in the presbytery. The Martyrs Chapel is to be further developed, 



Plans for the next 12 months include work on the Narthex, a ramp for the back 
entrance, replacement of the kneelers, decorating the room below the presbytery for 
parish use and further work on the lift, which is currently out of action. A new 
noticeboard has been ordered indicating that St Thomas Church is now a Diocesan 
Shrine. 

Money is needed for these developments, we are currently running at a deficit, with 
basic costs including salaries, utility, repairs and Diocesan costs. We hope to have a 
planned giving drive before the summer. He thanked the Finance Committee, all 
volunteers, for their work. 

Sacramental life forms the centre of parish life. 2 adults are being prepared for baptism 
through the RCIA , as well as 4 people to be received into the Church and 2 adult 
catholics to be confirmed. This will take place at the Easter Vigil on 11th April. 14 
people aged 14-20 are being prepared for confirmation and there is a first communion 
program. 

Further thanks went to Pat Moore as sacristan and Una for her many years service 
before her, for which she was given a diocesan medal.  Catechists were thanked for all 
the work listed above, Catherine and Paul Spratley for their work on the website, and 
the social committee for the table top sale, meals and activities they have organised.

Preparations are being made for Becket 2020 celebrations, celebrating 900 years since  
St Thomas birth, 850 years since his martyrdom and 800 years since the translation.  A 
mass will be held on Tuesday 7th July, all priests of the Diocese will be invited. An 
Ecumenical service will be held on Sunday 5th July for which we need to provide 10 
names. 

This year is the Year of the Word, ‘The God who spoke’.  Three talks on ‘Praying with 
Scripture’ will be provided by Chris Chapman, and Tom Herbst will give three Lenten 
lectures on Gospel readings.

Questions: 
i.  More space for wheelchairs was requested. This needs to be flexible and could 

possibly be adapted by moving benches.
ii. Suggestions for choosing 10 names for the Ecumenical service were made: parish 

nominations, a member from different parish groups, pick from a hat, nomination. 
Canon Anthony will consider further.

4. St Thomas Church Hall Renovation:

Catherine Spratley gave a powerpoint presentation of ideas for developing the Church 
Hall.  She had recently attended a course at St Mary Bredin comparing their modern 
spacious space, with large kitchen and  an open, adaptable social area, to our 
somewhat tired and dated facility. She felt more attractive facilities would benefit the 
parish in its evangelical outreach and our position in the centre of Canterbury could 
provide marketing opportunities.

Discussion centred around the large cost of the St Mary Bredin facility and whether 
they do now make money from it; the problem of parking near our church, which could 



limit its use for conferences and courses. The lift is currently an issue and downstairs 
would need further work. 
More simple improvements could be achieved by more cosmetic change such as 
improving the lighting, new blinds or curtains, 

It would be worth looking at other local churches such as St Peters Methodist Church, 
the Friends Meeting House, and Lower Hardes. Catherine invited people to send her 
pictures of these and others.  We could also look into the possibility of community 
grants.

Some appetite for change was acknowledged, Catherine invited any interested 
individuals to make themselves known to her.

5.  Guidance for the Bishops Conference of England and Wales relating to      
coronavirus.

This meeting was held with recognition of appropriate distancing of chairs. 
The Guidance was noted, as well as the fact that the situation is changing all the time.
We need to be aware of people in the parish who may self isolate and be in need of 
support. Volunteers will be needed.
We will explore facilities to download and stream homilies.

The meeting ended with a prayer.


