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In the Gospel reading today, Jesus describes himself as the true vine for his
disciples. The one tending the vine is the Father. The plant is not decorative: its
purpose is to produce fruit and for this to happen a certain amount of pruning
has to take place.

The instrument for this task is the word which the disciples whom Jesus is addressing
have accepted and are therefore already cleansed or pruned and in a fit condition to be
productive. But, as with any growing plant, care has to be taken that this healthy state
is maintained, so “remaining” (or “abiding”) in Jesus is vital. The image of the vine is
especially appropriate, as it suggests the intimate flow of life from the trunk into the

branches: if this communication is interrupted or impeded, the branch will wither and lose
its reason for being part of the plant. If the disciples remain in Jesus and his words remain

in them, then the positive result is that whatever they ask, the Father will grant.

This passage warns against any sense of complacency: the image of the living vine
suggests more than a passive attitude towards Jesus, that being his disciple is proved by
bearing much fruit, which will redound to the glory of the Father, another strong theme
in the Fourth Gospel. It is the word of Jesus which gives life to the disciple, and it is the

mutual love of the disciples which will reveal them as disciples of Jesus, to the glory of the

Father. ®

REFLECT

here is no scene in John’s Gospel
I of the institution of the Eucharist

at the Last Supper. The Eucharistic
text is usually identified as the feeding
of the crowd of five thousand, which
only concerns the bread. Some scholars
suggest that the passage on Jesus as the
true vine provides the teaching on the
Eucharistic wine. Whatever the merits of
such arguments, there is an interesting
lesson in the idea of communicating life.

The importance of the branch being
properly joined to the trunk is

unquestionable: the stem is the source of
the branch’s life. In the New Testament
tradition of the institution of the
Eucharist, Jesus speaks about “the cup of
my blood”. In biblical thought, the blood
is where the life principle of a person or
animal is to be found. When we speak

of Jesus “shedding his blood” on the
cross, we really mean that Jesus “gave
his life”: the sacramentally consecrated
wine is a very powerful way in which

the risen Jesus communicates his life

to his disciples and makes sense, if we
think about it in the context of the vine
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SAY

Whoever remains in me...
bears fruit in plenty.
(John 15:5)

LEARN

The image of the vine or vineyard is used in
the Hebrew scriptures as a symbol for the
people of Israel.

The life principle of the creature is in the
blood (Leviticus 17:14).

Jesus “shedding his blood” really means
that Jesus “gave his life” for us.

Buy a bunch of grapes. Take some time at
home to contemplate them in the context
of Jesus’ teaching about the vine and the
branches. Then enjoy them!

providing life-giving nourishment to the
branches: this enables them to bear the
grapes, which then produce wine.

One of the most important reforms of
the Second Vatican Council was the
restoring of the chalice to the laity: as
Jesus commanded, “drink of it, all of
you". Perhaps we might reflect that it is
one way in which the Lord communicates
his life to us. ™



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

O sing a new song to the Lord,

for he has worked wonders;

in the sight of the nations

he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good wiill.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

Almighty ever-living God,

constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery
within us,

that those you were pleased to make new in
Holy Baptism

may, under your protective care, bear much
fruit

and come to the joys of life eternal.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 9:26-31

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to
join the disciples, but they were all afraid
of him: they could not believe he was really
a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge
of him, introduced him to the apostles, and
explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul
and spoken to him on his journey, and how he
had preached boldly at Damascus in the name
of Jesus. Saul now started to go round with
them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in
the name of the Lord. But after he had spoken
to the Hellenists, and argued with them, they
became determined to kill him. When the
brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea and
sent him off from there to Tarsus.

The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee
and Samaria were now left in peace, building
themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and
filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 21

Response:

You, Lord, are my praise in the great
assembly.

or

Alleluia!
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0 My vows | will pay before those who fear
him.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
They shall praise the Lord, those who
seek him.
May their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)

e All the earth shall remember and return

to the Lord,

all families of the nations worship before
him.

They shall worship him, all the mighty of
the earth;

before him shall bow all who go down to
the dust. (R.)

e And my soul shall live for him, my
children serve him.
They shall tell of the Lord to generations
yet to come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet
unborn:
“These things the Lord has done.” (R.)

SECOND READING 1 John 3:18-24

A reading from the first letter of St John.

My children,

our love is not to be just words or mere talk,

but something real and active;

only by this can we be certain

that we are the children of the truth

and be able to quieten our conscience in his
presence,

whatever accusations it may raise against us,

because God is greater than our conscience
and he knows everything.

My dear people,

if we cannot be condemned by our
conscience,

we need not be afraid in God’s presence,

and whatever we ask him,

we shall receive,

because we keep his commandments

and live the kind of life that he wants.

His commandments are these:

that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ

and that we love one another

as he told us to.

Whoever keeps his commandments

lives in God and God lives in him.

We know that he lives in us

by the Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLANATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Make your home in me, as | make mine in
you.

Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 15:1-8
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John.

Jesus said to his disciples:

“l am the true vine,

and my Father is the vinedresser.

Every branch in me that bears no fruit

he cuts away,

and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes

to make it bear even more.

You are pruned already,
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by means of the word that | have spoken
to you.

Make your home in me, as | make mine in
you.

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,

but must remain part of the vine,

neither can you unless you remain in me.

| am the vine,

you are the branches.

Whoever remains in me, with me in him,

bears fruit in plenty;

for cut off from me you can do nothing.

Anyone who does not remain in me

is like a branch that has been thrown away

— he withers;

these branches are collected and thrown on
the fire,

and they are burnt.

If you remain in me

and my words remain in you,

you may ask what you will

and you shall get it.

It is to the glory of my Father that you
should bear much fruit,

and then you will be my disciples.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

0O God, who by the wonderful exchange
effected in this sacrifice

have made us partakers of the one supreme
Godhead,

grant, we pray,

that, as we have come to know your truth,

we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CONMMUNION ANTIPHON

I am the true vine and you are the branches,
says the Lord.

Whoever remains in me, and | in him, bears
fruit in plenty, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMIMUNION

Graciously be present to your people, we
pray, O Lord,

and lead those you have imbued with
heavenly mysteries

to pass from former ways to newness of life.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist

Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)
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ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED
6.00 pm (Vigil): Private intentions of Novlyn Barreto
7.30 pm  Rumanian Easter Service

Assistant Priest: Fr John Howard
Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott
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2nd Collection: St
George’s Cathedral

Sunday 2nd May: Fifth Sunday of Easter Jn 15: 1-8
8.00am: People of the Parish

9.30am:  Michal Dabrowski - birthday (Maria Dabrowski)
11.00am: Mary & Matthew Quested - RIP (Mary Reynolds)
6.00 pm: for the deceased owners of Novlyn’s new home

Monday 3rd May: Sts Philip & James, Apostles Jn14:6-14

PUBLIC HOLIDAY - CHURCH ONLY OPEN FOR MASS

10.00 Mrs Dot O’Neill - RIP (Geraldine & Edwin Yates)
There is NO Live-streamed Prayer today

Tuesday 4th May: The English Martyrs Mt 10:17-22
10.30am: Church open for private prayer and adoration
12 noon: Amelia Grant - RIP (Cherry Silcock-Stone)
6.00pm: Live-streamed Prayer
Wednesday 5th May: Feria Jn 15:1-8
7.30 am: Anne Walsh - RIP

10.30am - 11.30pm: Reconciliation

10.30am: Church open for private prayer and adoration

12 noon: Graham Carvath - RIP (Geraldine & Edwin Yates)
6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer
Thursday 6th May: Feria Jn 15: 9-11
7.30 am: Mr Kuriakose - RIP (Joseph Family)

10.30am: Church open for private prayer and adoration
12 noon: Lorraine Nicholl - RIP (Geraldine & Edwin Yates)
1.00 pm  Funeral Mass of the late Dean Brazier

6.00pm: Live streamed Prayer

7.30 - 8.30pm: Adoration for Young Adults with Fr John

Friday 7th May: Feria Jn 15: 12-17
10.30am: Church open for private prayer and adoration
12 noon: Bried Weaving - RIP (Richard & Ethel Shaw)
Church open for private prayer and adoration
Live streamed Prayer
Alan Skeet - RIP (Angela Nichols)
Saturday 8th May: Feria Jn 15: 18-21
10.30am - 11.30pm: Reconciliation
10.30am: Church open for private prayer and adoration
12 noon: Pat Gill - RIP

6.00 pm (Vigil): Mary Irwin - RIP (Dempsey Family)

Sunday 9th May: Sixth Sunday of Easter Jn 15: 9-17
8.00am: People of the Parish

9.30am:  Fr Jeff Cridland - welfare (Sue Purbrick)
11.00am: Kathleen Fitzgibbon - RIP (Josie Carr)

6.00 pm: Deceased members of Barreto & Teles families (Noviyn)

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY

Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: https.//stthomasofcanterbury.com
f  Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton

The Parish Office is open Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays 9.30am to 3.00pm
(closed 12.30 - 1pm for lunch)

St Thomas of Canterbury
email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tiherbst@gmail.com

St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)

St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)

PARISH MATTERS

Please remember in your prayers:

Marie Strong, Angeline Frizell, Luisa Ward, Janette Hughes,
Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni Aldridge, Mary
Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey Martin, Elizabeth
Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Josie Carr, Simon Lam, Sr
Anne Bross (formerly of our parish), Pippa Swan, Fr John Slater,
Jennifer Lang, Pauline Lilford, Barbara Markham, Patricia Gray ,
Patrick Sellars, Fr Kevin Alban O.Carm, Sr Margaret McGrath,
Angela Nichols, Jean Boyce

Please pray for the repose of the souls of:

Patricia Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski, Chris Bateman, Pia
lannacci, Antonio lannacci, Ellen Fitzgerald ,Anna Koeller, Fr
Michael Gwinnell, Ann Sexton, Paulina Manfredini, Fr Michael
Boland, Fr George Webster, Theresa Ramsundar, Canon Frank
O’Sullivan, Margaret Willis, Rev Paul Saunders, Sylvia Guy, Pat
Gill, Baby Layla Green, Paul Card, Alan Skeet, Rodolfo Ignacio,
Isabella Bannon, HRH Prince Philip - Duke of Edinburgh, Dean
Brazier and Marion Nash

Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this month:
Thomas Hodges, Gertrande Brock, Rebecca Judge

COLLECTIONS: Our retiring collections:

This weekend: 01/02 May: St George’s Cathedral: This
collection helps meet the cost of the maintenance of our
diocesan mother church.

Next weekend: 08/09 May: There is no second collection

With great sadness we share that Marion Nash passed away,
unexpectedly, yet peacefully on Saturday 24™ April. Many of you
will remember Marion for her 30 years of dedicated service as a
Governor at St Thomas’ School for which she received the Dioc-
esan Medal in recognition. Outside of the school Marion also
supported the 16" Canterbury St. Thomas’ Scout Group over
many years and those who knew her know that nothing was
ever too much trouble. Her family continue to be comforted by
your thoughts and prayers. Please keep her, her husband Peter
& family in your prayers. May she rest in peace and rise to glory.

MAY ROSARIES 2021 Pope Francis has invited
Catholics and Marian Shrines around the world
to dedicate the month of May to a marathon of
prayer for an end to the Covid-19 pandemic. The
theme is “The whole church was fervently pray-

». ing to God” (Act 12: 5) He encourages us to re-
cite the Rosary to pray for an end to the pandem-
ic during the month of May. If you would like to
lead the praying of the Rosary, at 11.30am be-
fore the 12 noon Mass, Monday to Friday, during
May, please email Linda in the Parish Office.



https://www.onlineprayer.net/mary-in-scripture/
https://www.onlineprayer.net/mary-in-scripture/
https://www.pathwaystogod.org/resources/rosary

From Fr Anthony ...

\As we begin the month of May we are celebrating the Fifth Sunday of Easter today. The gospels for the next

ithree Sundays will focus on the last discourse of Jesus in St. John's Gospel, Chapter 15 and 17.

\During this month we have the feast of the English Martyrs this Tuesday, the feast of the Ascension on
i Thursday13th May, Pentecost Sunday on 23rd May and the feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ the Eternal High
1Priest on Thursday 27th May. In the context of these liturgical feasts we acknowledge that May is a Marian

:month.

.In the Vatican document “The Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy” says “The pious exercises connect-

'ed with the month of May could easily highlight the earthly role played by the glorified Queen of Heaven,

lhere and now, in the celebration of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. The direc-

'tives of Sacrosanctum Concilium on the need to orient the "minds of the faithful...firstly to the feasts of the
Lord, in which, the mysteries of salvation are celebrated during the year", and with which the Blessed Virgin
:Mary is certainly associated, should be closely followed.

1
\Fr Fr David Birchall SJ from the Ignatian Spirituality Centre in Glasgow, writes on the Jesuit website ‘As a
'retreat giver | have found that people can often be divided into two when it comes to Mary the mother of Je-

'sus. There are those for whom Mary plays a large role in their spirituality, and there are those, often from the
‘Reformed tradition, who shy away from Mary. However, when praylng over Gospel stories, very many of this

1second group of people have found Mary, as she is presented in Scripture, an attractive and down to earth
Iflgure who is easy to identify with and who speaks to us through the ages. We invite you to get to know the
.very human mother of Jesus from the Scripture. There are ten meditations of the life of Mary at https://

\www.onlineprayer.net/mary-in-scripture/
1

:May is an ideal good opportunity for us to pray the rosary. The rosary will be recited before Mass here at
111:25 every weekday in church at the end of exposition of the blessed sacrament.
1You will find the Jesuit website https://www.pathwaystogod.org/resources/rosary

1“The Pray-as-you-go Rosary meditations” which draw heavily on traditional prayers and traditional music.
. The meditations are based on passages from Scripture with two questions of reflection for each one. Each
imeditation is quite long (around twenty minutes) and are designed to offer an extended period of pray-
'er These meditations are designed to offer something to everyone. They will introduce people who are un-

‘familiar with the Rosary to this immensely popular devotion, and offer those who regularly pray the Rosary a

.chance to experience something new.

IFlnaIIy Pope Francis has invited Catholics and Marian Shrines around the world to dedicate the month of
.May to a marathon of prayer for an end to the Covid-19 pandemic. We have a good selection of rosaries in

'the shop.

YEAR OF ST JOSEPH: 33 day consecration to St Joseph
Starting:1* May St Joseph the Worker

Ending: 2" June with consecration to St Joseph at 6.30pm in
the Church

Follow the devotion at home using the book; Consecration to St
Joseph: The Wonders of our Spiritual Father by Fr Donald Callo-
way. You can order the book online. Join us for the Litany to St
Joseph after Livestream Evening Prayer (‘Monday Friday)

Holy Hour: Beginning on Saturday the 8" May and throughout
the 33 day consecration, there will be a Holy Hour between
10.30-11.30 am on Saturdays, starting with 15min input on the
devotion to St Joseph.

SHOP OPENING HOURS

Our shop is currently operating from the Hall Foyer
for safer social distancing.

Our opening hours are : Fri: 11am - 3pm;

Sat: 10.30am - 3pm, Sun: 930am - 12.30pm.
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THE SHRINE PROJECT

You will remember our Church was designated a Diocesan
Shrine in 2019. Canon Anthony has commissioned a design
specification for our Martyr's Chapel as a fitting setting for our
holy relics. This is the very earliest stages of the project and we
have a lot to do to establish whether this design is right for us
and how much it will cost if it is the right one. There will then be
the small (!) matter of fundraising as well as establishing a team
to put the project in operation.

At the moment, Canon Anthony wants to share with you the
proposed design specification. It has been prepared by a well-
known iconographer, lan Knowles of Elias Icons (https://
www.artgiftedbygod.co.uk/profile/ianknowles/).

Details of the design specification will be displayed in the church
near Our Lady’s altar. Please let Fr Anthony and/or the Parish
Office know if you have any views on the proposed design.

MISSIO RED BOXES Heartfelt thanks to all the parishioners
who contribute to the Pope’s support of the missions through the
Missio red boxes and by direct debit. Together you raised
£3396.01 in 2020. The missionaries, and those they serve, are
living in difficult circumstances, made even harder by Covid-19.
They wish to thank you and they do pray for us all.

CONFIRMATION 2021 To all young people
who started preparation in 2020 but could not
complete due to Covid-19; and to those in
Year 9 and above who would have joined in
2021: please contact Linda in the parish
office via email on :
canterbury@rcaos.org.uk with your correct contact details
(name, email and phone number) so that arrangements can be
to complete the programme and celebrate Confirmation Mass.

Confirmation



https://www.onlineprayer.net/mary-in-scripture/
https://www.onlineprayer.net/mary-in-scripture/
https://www.pathwaystogod.org/resources/rosary

