24 JANUARY 2021

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THE WORD

Year B • Psalter Week 3

SAY
Lord, teach me your ways:
Lord, show me your paths.
(Psalm 24:4)

DO
Look round your home and/or workplace: tell
yourself that this is the place where Jesus is
calling you to live as his disciple.

JESUS
CALLS ME?

LEARN
The Sea of Galilee, also known as the Lake
of Gennesareth, is an inland freshwater body
of water.

(MARK 1:14-20)

It is approximately thirteen miles long and
eight miles wide.
Stained glass window in St Gummarus Church in Lier, Belgium

Our Gospel extract today falls into two sections. After the notice about
the arrest and imprisonment of John the Baptist, we have an example of a
characteristic feature of Mark’s account, that of the summary statement.

Disciples normally chose to follow the rabbi
whose teachings and way of life impressed
them: Jesus is unusual in selecting his
disciples.

Here the evangelist records that Jesus preached in Galilee and gives the main underlying
theme of the content, namely, the approach of God’s kingdom and the need to repent
and accept the Good News. Apart from that, we are given no details about how Jesus
presented his message.
In the second part, we hear about the call of the ﬁrst disciples. Jesus is unusual in this,
because normally disciples (or students) would, of their own accord, gather round a rabbi
so that they could learn from his instruction and way of life. Jesus, on the other hand,
takes the initiative and invites people to leave their customary occupations and follow
him, both by becoming his disciples and literally going with him, leaving their families and
possessions behind. Here, those invited respond immediately to his radical call, just as
others will subsequently. Q

View of the Sea of Galilee from the shore

REFLECT
here is a hymn which reﬂects
on Jesus’ calling of his disciples
which begins “Follow me, follow
me, leave your home and family” and is
often sung with great gusto by Sunday
congregations. Whether we would be
quite so enthusiastic if we thought that
the words actually applied to ourselves is
perhaps another matter. We might regard
the text as a meditation on the call to the
religious life, especially to missionary
work overseas. But even those who
accept such an invitation soon discover
that life is not so simple and that daily
needs have to be met, no matter how
simply they try to live.

T

There is always a danger that we can
think that certain parts of the teachings
of Jesus are for a particular group of
other people and therefore do not apply
to ourselves. When Mark was writing,
there was no priesthood that we would
recognise today, no religious orders
dedicated to the foreign missions: he
is addressing his account of Jesus’ call
to all his readers. It is true that certain
people have a profound conversion
experience which leads them to a radical
break with their past life: some people
may decide to join the Church against the
wishes of their family or relations. But the
vast majority of us have responsibilities

that we cannot just abandon, nor are we
being asked to.
But we are all disciples of Jesus. “Repent
and believe the Good News” is addressed
to us today. This, for most of us, is not
something that we do once and for all: it
has to be a regular part of our Christian
life. The fundamental vocation which
we all share is to be a disciple of Jesus
and to live as such in whatever way of
life we ﬁnd ourselves. Perhaps “repent”
could mean examining ourselves to see
if anything is coming between ourselves
and Jesus and, if so, doing something
about it. Q
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O sing a new song to the Lord;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
In his presence are majesty and splendour,
strength and honour in his holy place.

2. Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

3. The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray.
He guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
direct our actions according to your good
pleasure,
that in the name of your beloved Son
we may abound in good works.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
FIRST READING

Jonah 3:1-5. 10

A reading from the prophet Jonah.
The word of the Lord was addressed to
Jonah: “Up!” he said “Go to Nineveh, the
great city, and preach to them as I told you
to.” Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in
obedience to the word of the Lord. Now
Nineveh was a city great beyond compare:
it took three days to cross it. Jonah went
on into the city, making a day’s journey. He
preached in these words, “Only forty days
more and Nineveh is going to be destroyed.”
And the people of Nineveh believed in God;
they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth,
from the greatest to the least.
God saw their efforts to renounce their
evil behaviour. And God relented: he did not
inﬂict on them the disaster which he had
threatened.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

Psalm 24

Response:
Lord, make me know your ways.
1. Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 7:2931

A reading from the ﬁrst letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians.
Brothers, our time is growing short. Those
who have wives should live as though they
had none, and those who mourn should live
as though they had nothing to mourn for;
those who are enjoying life should live as
though there were nothing to laugh about;
those whose life is buying things should live
as though they had nothing of their own;
and those who have to deal with the world
should not become engrossed in it. I say this
because the world as we know it is passing
away.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The kingdom of God is close at hand;
repent, and believe the Good News.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Mark 1:14-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Mark.
After John had been arrested, Jesus went
into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good
News from God. “The time has come” he
said “and the kingdom of God is close at
hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.”
As he was walking along by the Sea
of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew casting a net in the lake – for they
were ﬁshermen. And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me and I will make you into ﬁshers
of men.” And at once they left their nets and
followed him.
Going on a little further, he saw James
son of Zebedee and his brother John; they
too were in their boat, mending their nets.
He called them at once and, leaving their
father Zebedee in the boat with the men he
employed, they went after him.

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was cruciﬁed under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and gloriﬁed,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept our offerings, O Lord, we pray,
and in sanctifying them
grant that they may proﬁt us for salvation.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Look toward the Lord and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, receiving the grace
by which you bring us to new life,
we may always glory in your gift.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Truly a faithful friend is the medicine of life.
Truly a faithful friend is a strong defence.
For what will not a genuine friend perform?
What pleasure will he not afford? What
beneﬁt? What security? Though you should
name inﬁnite treasures, none of them is
comparable to a genuine friend.
St John Chrysostom

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

Concordat cum originali: + Eamon Martin Archbishop of Armagh. Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the entrance
and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, ©
2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd
Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist
Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)

NEWSLETTER

The Parish Office is Closed & Linda is working from
CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
home. Linda can access emails via the church
59 Burgate Canterbury Kent CT1 2HJ
email so please contact her this way initially.
Telephone: 01227 462896 Email: canterbury@rcaos.org.uk
Web Site: https://stthomasofcanterbury.com
St Thomas of Canterbury
Parish Priest: Canon Anthony Charlton email: anthonycharlton@rcaos.org.uk
Assistant Priest: Fr John Howard
email: johnhoward@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Administrator: Miss Linda Scott

St Thomas’ Shop (01227 462896): OPEN SUNDAYS FROM AFTER 9.30 MASS UNTIL 12 NOON

University of Kent Chaplaincy: Fr Tom Herbst (01843 230 774) email: tjherbst@gmail.com
St Thomas’ Catholic Primary School: Head Teacher: Miss Lisa D’Agostini (01227 462539)
St Anselm’s Catholic Secondary School: Exec Prin: Mr M Walters; Academy Prin: Mr J Rowarth (01227 826200)
ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED
6.00pm (Vigil): Jill Robertson & all in Wakkerstroom a speedy recovery (Scott Family)
Sunday 24th Jan: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mk 1: 14-20
SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD
8.00am: People of the Parish
9.30am: Felice Price-Wright - RIP (Aubrey Reno)
11.00am: John and Winifred Saunders (Jo Wilkins)
12.15:
Baptism of Sky Anne-Dee Thompson Walker
4.00 pm: Polish Community Mass
6.00 pm: John O’Sullivan - RIP (Install Family)
Monday 25th Jan: Conversion of St Paul Mk 16:15-18
7.30am: Mary Ellen Dougherty - RIP (Marianna O’Hagan)
12 noon: George Gray - Birthday (Bernadette Henniker)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Tuesday 26th Jan Sts Timothy & Titus Mk 3: 31-35
12 noon: Lesley Armstrong - RIP (Armstrong Family)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Wednesday 27th Jan: St Angela Merici
Mk 4: 1-20
7.30am: Gertie Hirons - RIP
10.30am: Reconciliation
12 noon: For universal relief from COVID (Fran Connellan)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Thursday 28th Jan: St Thomas Aquinas Mk 4: 21-25
7.30am: for teachers, staff and pupils at St Anselm’s
Catholic School, Canterbury
12 noon: Mary Knightley - RIP (Grainne Evans)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
Friday 29th Jan: Feria
Mk 4: 26-34
12 noon: For Family Members (Connellan Family)
6.00 pm Live streamed Prayer
7.30pm: Joseph Charlton - RIP
Saturday 30th Jan: Feria
Mk 4: 35-41
10.30am: Reconciliation
12 noon: Safe Arrival of Owen Maltby (Hilary McKernan)
6.00pm (Vigil): for Friends & Acquaintances (Connellan)
Sunday 31st Jan: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mk 1: 21-28
8.00am: John & Marjorie De Wolf - RIP (Mary de Wolf)
9.30am: Diugwu Family’s intentions (Mary Diugwu)
11.00am: Roy Shersby - RIP (Osborne Family)
6.00 pm: People of the Parish

2nd Collection: Racial Justice

PARISH MATTERS
Please remember in your prayers:
Marie Strong, Pat Gill, Angeline Frizell, Alan Skeet, Louisa Ward,
Janette Hughes, Barbara Brett, Mary Dittrich, Pat Gibson, Jenni
Aldridge, Mary Reynolds, Brian Wicker, Joan Sutton, Audrey
Martin, Elizabeth Gilhenny, Bill Parker, Lucy Purbrick, Josie
Carr, Simon Lam, Sr Anne Bross (formerly of our parish), Pippa
Swan, Fr John Slater, Jennifer Lang, Pauline Lilford, Barbara
Markham, Patricia Gray , Patrick Sellars, Fr Kevin Alban
O.Carm, Sr Margaret McGrath, Angela Nichols, Jean Boyce and
Margaret Willis
Please pray for the repose of the souls of:
Maria Bryant, Pamela Dodds, Roberto de Paco, John Todd,
Carol Mary Kidby, Anna Hesketh, Tom Hodges, Rebecca Judge,
Gertraude Katherine Brock, Vera Fletcher, Maria Daniels, Maria
Prado, Hannelore Hall, Bernie Fisher, Joseph McKee, Tony
Kenny, Michael Jones, Douglas Ricketts, Maurice Crosland,
Patricia Collins, Andrzej Czupkowski, Chris Bateman, Pia
Iannacci, Antonio Iannacci, Ellen Fitzgerald ,Anna Koeller, Fr
Michael Gwinnell, Ann Sexton, Paulina Manfredini, Fr Michael
Boland, Fr George Webster, Theresa Ramsundar and Canon
Frank O’Sullivan
Please pray for those whose 1st anniversaries are this
month:
Anthony Weber and Tedina Linehan

SAFEGUARDING MESSAGE
Our Safeguarding team have asked us to share the following
message:
The government have launched the “Ask for ANI” codeword
scheme in partnership with Boots and independent pharmacies across the country. Those who are victim to or at risk of
domestic abuse can ask for ANI and a safe space will be
provided, by a trained pharmacist, to allow the individual to
access support services and helplines. Where the victim is at
risk of harm, the police and other relevant authorities may be
contacted. This scheme is especially useful in helping those
who are isolated at home with their abuser and unable to
access help.
Please share this with your parish, perhaps suggest to your
parish priest to list this as a newsletter item or display a notice in the parish. You may copy and paste the above message.
Please click here for more information on the government
website: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pharmacieslaunch-codeword-scheme-to-offer-lifeline-to-domestic-abusevictims

From Fr Anthony ...
This Sunday has been designated by Pope Francis as “Sunday of the Word of God.” It is an opportunity for us to highlight how essential Scripture is in all our lives. Pope Francis wrote. “It is fitting,
then that the life of our people be constantly marked by this decisive relationship with the living word
that the Lord never tires of speaking to his Bride, that she may grow in love and faithful witness.
Consequently, I hereby declare that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the word of God. This Sunday of the Word of God will thus be a
fitting part of that time of the year when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds with the Jewish
people and to pray for Christian Unity. Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word
of God can enable the Church to experience anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury
of his word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches before the world.'
Sixty years ago I was given a copy of the New Testament newly translated by Monsignor Ronald
Knox from the Vulgate Latin. This was the first translation instigated by the bishops into English
since Rheims version appeared in 1582. Inscribed on the fly leaf of my New Testament were “St
Bede’s Sanctuary Guild Awarded to Anthony Charlton for the best attendance during the year.”
Since the Knox Translation then there have been many translation into English of the Old and New
Testament from the Greek and the Hebrew. In 1966 the Jerusalem Bible was published which was
based on the work published in French “La Bible de Jerusalem”. This is the translation that we hear
at Mass today as laid out in the three volumes of the lectionary. This was the translation is used
throughout my studies for the priesthood. The bishops of England and Wales have recently
agreed to produce a revised Lectionary using the text of the English Standard Version published by
the Catholic Bishops Conference of India. This edition is seen as fulfilling the qualities the churches
seeks when considering a translation of scripture namely: the evaluation and use of source material,
the accuracy of translation which conveys the meaning of the biblical authors and the dignity and
accessibility of language needed for worthy proclamation of the word of God. This will be published
sometime in 2022.
What is essential for us is that the Word of God is an essential part of our life as Catholics. We need
a translation that encourages us to read, pray and understand the Word. We need to hear God
speaking to us everyday through this living word. There are countless ways we can do this. This
year I am using Ascension Press “Bible in a Year” Podcast hosted by Fr ike Schmitz and featuring
Jeff Cavins which guides me through the whole Bible in 365 days. Each 20-25 minute episode includes: two to three scripture readings, a reflection from Fr. Mike Schmitz, and guided prayer to help
you hear God’s voice in his Word. Here is the link. https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biyregistration There are great suggestions on the website The God who speaks; https://
www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-speaks/bible-basics/recommendations/

ONLINE ‘Building a Better Marriage’
Dear husband and wife!
During the restrictions due to the Covid pandemic, an
online ‘Building a Better Marriage’ opportunity is being
held from 10am -1pm on Saturday March 13th 2021.
This means that you can attend the course from your own
living room and there is no group sharing!
For further information contact: Carole Tel: 07983524727 - email: mflkent@rcaos.org.uk
POLISH COMMUNITY MASSES 2021:
St Thomas’ Church at 4.00 pm on the following Sundays:
24 January
28 February
28 March
25 April
23 May
27 June
25 July
22 August
26 September
24 October
28 November
19 December

CHURCH OPENING TIMES:
We have adjusted our church opening times for Private
Prayer as follows:
Monday to Saturday 10h30 to 12h30. Mass at 12 noon.
Friday afternoon 12h30 - 15h00
SECOND COLLECTION: Our retiring collection next
weekend, 30/31 January 2021 is for The Catholic Association for Racial Justice. This collection is taken to support the work of the Catholic Church to promote racial justice in our schools, parishes and in wider society.
Thank You: Angela Nichols has asked that we pass on her
thanks to parishioners for all the Masses, thoughts and prayers
for her during her recovery.

